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SHOWDOWN ON ‘RED’ ACTORS 








Boy and Girl Scouts May Benefit 


Financially F rom Broadway Show 


Ww 


TALENT UNIONS 
INVITE PROBE 








v 


An American youth stage musical, 
for the benefit of the Boy and Girl 
Scouts of America, and possibly en- 
listing young talent from the Scouts 
movement itself, is an idea Irving 
Berlin is planning for Broadway. It’s 
a switch on the proposal to make his 
song, ‘God Bless America,’ into a 
filmusical, after his last week’s| 
junket to Hollywood. Metro officials | 
convinced him that a film with young 
talent may be okay, but the fdea of 
@ patriotic picture, even though| 
built around his best-selling song, is | 
likely not to prove boxoffice. 

This resulted in the switch from 
the screen medium to the stage, as 
and when it happens, all to the ex- 


clusive benefit of the Scouts, who 
now own ‘God Bless America’ 
100%. 


On“the subject of patriotic stage 
shows, the proposed revival of Ber- 
lin’s ‘Yip Yip Yaphank’ for conscrip- 
tion camps recalls that the musical 
netted $80,000 for the soldiers at 
Camp Upton, L. IL, from its four 
weeks’ run on Broadway (two at the 
now defunct Century Roof and two 


(Continued on page 18) 


Radio Faces Tough 
Job in News Pickup 


From the Far East 


nes, 


NBC and Columbia figure that 
they will have ample coverage in 
the Far East in the event news in- 
terest shifts strongly to that part 
of the world, but the networks are 





not so sure about getting the right | 


technical breaks. Reception from 
the Far East is still pretty much of 
an in-and-out affair. An added im- 
pediment is the facilities control fac- 
tor. In Japan, China and Indo- 
China all transmitters are govern- 
ment-owned. 

As for staffs in the Orient only 
NEC has a full-time reporter on its 
payroll. Two months ago it sent 
over Joan Livingston, employed for 
four years in the home office, to 
make her headquarters in Shanghai. 
Scope of her coverage has included 
Nanking and Chungking. In Tokyo 


oe commentator needs are filled | 
Y Newton Edgars, who is on the | 


staff of the Japan Advertiser, an 
(Continued on page 53) 





| 
WORLD'S SERIES CLICKO  #ot-woe. stay avin Yo south th Mis ey a 


FROM ADMEN’S VIEW. 


Gillette Razor has come in for 
the best break that the radio under- 
writer of a baseball World Series 
has had to date. It has obtained the 
full benefit of seven games, while 
only having to pay the Mutual sta- 
tions for eight hours. Playing time 
of a game is usually two hours. 

Last year, when Gillette was also 


the sponsor, the series ran but four | 
games, 








‘The Kid’ in Person 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

Jackie Coogan signed up for a 15- 
week stage tour, which opened yes- 
terday (Mon) in Vancouver and 
takes in Seattle, Portland, Spokane, 
Salt Lake City and midwest points. 

Former moppet star was turned 
down when he applied for an air- 
plane instructor’s job in the Canad- 
ian Army. 


Propose That an Impartial 
Board of Civic Leaders and 
Business Men Decide If 





Communistic 





‘BEST WAY OUT’ 








m “ | ‘Cavalcade 
Actor Organizations Are| ou, 30. 


New Bway Legits Getting Critics 
Breaks; Reviewers Mellowing? 





Alec Goes Protean on Air 





of America’ 


‘Cavalcade’ policy. 
Deal is being handled b 
Leggett Brown, of the 


his agent, 
ohn Moses 








A move is underway for the tal- 


| ent unions, as a group, to air the 
|charges of Communism within their 


official ranks before an impartial 
board of four or five civic and busi- 
ness leaders. It is figured that this 


will not only lessen the tension 
caused by the accusations, but clear 
up the situation once and for all. 
Suggestions along these lines have 
been made in Equity, which is 
charged by Congressman Lambert- 
son with having seven council mem- 


BROADWAY 
RETURN? 


-_——_—_ —- 


office. 





3 YEARS 





Bobby Crawford who, besides gen- 
eral-managing Al Jolson’s ‘Hold 
Onto Your Hats,’ also has his own 
Broadway show current, ‘Separate 
Rooms,’ is trying to cook up a deal 
for Lew Brown and Ray Henderson 





to write a stage musical in which 
|to bring Mae West back to Broad- 
way. This, in turn, may also reunite 


the trio in music publishing, a part- 
nership that was standard in show 
business a decade ago. Only missing 
would be Buddy DeSylva who, be- 
tween his own stage and Paramount 
filmusical production activities, 
hasn’t the time to write. 

Brown & Henderson, Inc., was 
formed only recently to publish 
music. Crawford wants to reenlist 
las a music executive with B&H, 
especially as and when he gets the 
boys writing stage shows again. 

Crawford also has been angling 
|for Fannie Brice but she’s still 
|adamant against doing legit work 


Garfield’s So, ae 
Way to Forestall Being 
Called for 2 WB Films 


John (Jules) Garfield, who planed 


noon (7) after a sudden exit from 


|appearance at 
| (13) over NBC blue (WJZ). 


| 
|posed and directed by Frank Black. 


{Lunt will introduce her. 
|into New York late Monday after- | reoreagedene: 


bers who are Communists or fellow 
travelers, and to officials of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
Latter’s executive secretary, Hoyt 
Haddock, was also named as a Com- 
i munist by Lambertson in his initial 





(Continued on page 49) 





Lunts on Radio 
Again; Like It, 
May Get Series 





Fontanne, with 


her husband Alfred Lunt in ‘There 


Lynn currently 





| Shall Be No Night’ at the Alvin, 


a make a one-shot guest 


6:30-7 


will 
p.m. 
She’ll 
read the new Alice Duer 
poem, “The White Cliffs of Dover,’ 


against a musical background com- 


It will be 


their second air appearance, their 


first having been last spring, when | 


‘neither of which he wants to do.) t«y a series show. 


ici t week to avoid making | from ‘There 
ee | Shall Be No Night’ on a Red Cross 
two pictures for which Warners have | 


announced him. Provided he can | benefit program. 
obtain a visa, he will leave Oct. 18, Agency which handles the Lunts for 
as he must remain for registration |radio is trying to line up a series | 
under the Selective Service act. He | for them for next spring. They had) 
intends to remain away indefinitely. | always refused to appear -on the, 
Actor, who just completed ‘East of | ether ‘intil their Red Cross date, but | 
the River,’ has been slated by the they were so impressed with the | 
studio to go into ‘The Fabulous Thir- | huge’ response that broadcast drew | 
ties’ and then ‘Fiesta in Manhattan,’ | that they are now more inclined to) 
Nothing can be 
He does:u't beliov: ‘he ~empany will jone, however, until “There Shall Be | 
attempt to stymie his South America | No Night’ completes its tour. Show | 
jaunt. 


‘departs Broadway next month. ' 





| third year on Broadway, last week 
/reached a total gross of more than 

$3,000,000 for the run. Already the 

longest-run musical in Broadway 
| history, it is far and away the rec- 
|ord grosser. At its present rate of 
| around $30,000 a week, the show will 


have grossed another $500,000 by | 
it’s reported | 


next January, when 
slated to go on tour. 


Unfavorably regarded by most of 


| the critics when it opened in Sep- 
| tember, 1938, the Olsen-Johnson re- 
vue grossed a total of more than 
| $1,000,000 its first season and added 
nearly $1,500,000 in its second. The 
take has held at around $30,000 
| through much of the run, its lowest 
| figure being about $21,000. As the 
operating nut on the production is 
unusually low for a musical, ‘Hellz’ 
has piled up a mammoth profit for 
Olsen-Johnson and their co-backers, 
Harry Kaufman and the Shuberts. 


Social Leader Puts On 
Own Play in $100,000 
House Hubby Gave Her 


Minneapolis, Oct. 8. 
Archibald Granville Bush, 





Sunday | 


Miller | 








Mrs. 


Little theatre this week with 
day’s Laughter,’ 


‘To- 


the Edythe Bush Players. The the- 


atre is a birthday present from her | 


husband, wealthy mining man, and is 
complete to the last detail with air 
conditioning and the finest modern 
technical and stage equipment. There 
are 275 large, deeply cushioned 
seats on the main floor. Large dis- 
play ads have been run in all Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul newspapers for 
the opening play. 


7% 
+> 


allegedly too rough notices, 
It is stated by insiders that several 
9 3 | reviewers have expressed apprehen- 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ just beginning its | 


/one of the Twin City society leaders, | 
| will open her $100,000 Edythe Bush 


written and pro- | 
'duced by herself and presented by 


,ing several tentative 


| 





Although comparatively few new 
attractions have arrived on Broad- 
way thus far this new season, there 


Alexander Woollcott will do a/seems to be a distinct tendency on 
/One-man show as guest on Dupont’s \the part of the critics to ‘lean back- 
program | ward’ or favor the incomers. 
Details aren’t set, but the | particularly applies to th@ musicals. 
idea is for him to write and be the; The rave type of reviews accorded 
entire cast in a dramatic piece, pre-| them so far surprised even those 
sumably historical in keeping with | connected with the shows, who say 


That 


|they didn’t think their shows were 
that good, 

Whether the boys are mellowing, 
|or perhaps are trying to make up for 
| yesteryear critical facetiousness, is 
{a subject of considerable Times 

Square discussion right now. It wiil 
be recalled that not so long ago the 
critics were blasted for ‘ruining’ the 
stage’s comeback chances with their 


sion over their jobs, because of the 
slowness of shows to arrive and the 
rather vague indications as to the 
number of productions to reach the 
Broadway boards. From one direc- 
| tion it was surmised that the ‘boys’ 


(Continued on page 54) 





Enos of Aid-to-Britain 
Seek to Buy Radio Time; 
N.A.B. Frowns on Idea 


Washington, Oct. 8. 

Sale of time to the America First 
Committee, opposing greater U. S. 
help to Great Britain, would contra- 
vene the industry coc>, the National 
Association of Broadcasters warned 
member stations last week. No ab- 
solute ban on the programs of this 
group was suggested, but the trade 
group pointed out that the matter 
of American foreign policy in the 
present war is a ‘controversial is- 
sue’ for which time must be given 
away as a public service. 

The code committee in reply to 
inquiries from managers proposi- 
| tioned about signing contracts noted 
that the views entertained by the 
America First Committee are diamet- 
rically opposed to the platform of 
the Committee to Defend America 
by Aiding the Allies (headed by Wil- 
liam Allen White). The issue is not 
subject to ballot or a clear-cut mat- 
| ter of dispute between the Repub- 


(Continued on page 47) 
me 


ELSA LANCHESTER YENS 
N. Y. NITERY BOOKINGS 


Elsa Lanchester, a cafe and musie 
hall name in London before going 
to Hollywood, may return to nitery 
work, but in New York. She’s been 
east for several weeks and is mull- 
offers. Her 
husband, Charles Laughton, arrives 
Sunday (13) from the Coast to doa 
personal with ‘They Knew What 











(Continued on page 18) 
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Entire WSM Off Oct. 16 to Register, 
Actresses Take Over for the Day 


Nashville, Oct. 8. 

Local femme actors will take over 
the announcing duties at WSM here 
next Wednesday (16), registration 
day for the National Selective 
Service law. Reason is that the sta- 
tion’s entire announcing staff 
within the 21-35 conscription limit, 
so station manager Harry Stone is 
giving them all the day off to reg- 
ister. 

The gals will handle all programs. 
including sports, news, farm advice, 
stock market and grain reports, side- 
walk interviews (with a 60-pound 
pack transmitter), the ‘Men at Work’ 
special events show (which that day 
calls for interviewing a garbage col- 
lector). For that day the station 
will eliminate its regular NBC 


is 


? 


chimes and substitute a tune chimes | 


to play the first line of 
at 15-minute program breaks. 


ASCAP FIESTA 





AT N.Y. EXPO: 





The former Textile Bldg. at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair, with its capacity 
of 7,000, will be the site Cct. 24 or 
25 of an ASCAP Day at the eastern 
exposition, similar to the ASCAP 
Day stunt pulled at the ’Frisco Fair. 
Gene Buck is working it out now 
with Fair officials, and just as he 
flew a flock of name songsmiths from 
New York to the Coast, he will bring 
in tuners, .by special plane, from 


‘America’ | 


| There is some speculation along | 


Hollywood to augment the eastern 


contingent. 

Utilizing the Textile Bldg. insures 
an indoor auditorium if the weather 
becomes inclement for an outdoor 
song festival. ‘ 





Spaak to U.S. 


Charles Spaak, Belgian scenarist of 
“Two Women,’ French-made feature, 
is due in New York soon on his way 
to Hollywood. He presently is in 
Lisbon awaiting passage to U.S. 

Spaak is best known for screen- 
playing ‘Grand Illusion’ and ‘Carnet 
de Bal,’ French pix. 
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Laurel & Hardy Bought | Faeaad 
+ 


Radio Blurbs to Bally P.A. | THE BERI LE-ING POIN fi ; 


Minneapolis, Oct. 8. | t 
+ = ae AAAADAAAADAAADAADDDADAADDADODDAAAADAAAAAL 


Laurel and Hardy first film stars, 
be a personal appearance at a ‘ 
theatre here | By Milton Berle 


| theatre here, to buy spot announce- 


Ste Oo ® 
eeees Yat pot ggg en | Columnists like me are not made—they're born—and maybe that’s the 
pe boot, they entertained radio and trouble. Asked Damon Runyon if he got any laughs out of my column, 
ktail party. He said, ‘How can I jaugh and yawn at the same time?’ I wonder what 
the press at a cocktail p | he means? (All right, Damon—I can take a hint.) 


| 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 


Henry Fonda, usually serious 


in his acting, is going comic in 
some of his future pictures for a 
change of pace, as result of his 
current work as a hick in ‘Chad 
Hanna.’ 

Darryl Zanuck is readying 
‘Country Cousin,’ a humorous 
hayshaker yarn as an early start 
for his star, with Kenneth Mac- 
Gowan as the likely choice for 
producer. 








‘Jerusalem’ May Face 





Old N.Y. Law Vs. Stage 


Portrayals of Christ 





| Broadway over the possibility of in- 
|terference from authorities with 
/‘Journey to Jerusalem,’ because 
Jesus is one of the _ characters. 
Drama by Maxwell Anderson 
pened at the National Saturday 
p). There is an old statute on the 

state books which prohibits the por- 
| trayal of Christ on the stage, but it is 


| 





doubtful that the new play is a vio- | 


lation. 

Character in question is Jeshua, | 
young son of Joseph and Miriam and 
is enacted by Sidney Lumet, a kid | 
actor. There is no direct mention | 

(Continued on page 10) 


JACK CURTIS FILES 
VOLUNTARY B’K’PTCY 


Jack Curtis, theatrical manager of ' 
1776 Broadway, N. Y., filed a volun- 
tary petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. 
federal court Wednesday (2), listing | 
jassets of $100 and liabilities of $31,- | 
610. During the past two years Cur- 
tis has earned approximately $1,000 
yearly. 
& Allen, lately operating his own in 
New York and Hollywood. 

Among creditors are Harry N. 
Shor, $7,500 on a loan; Martin Starr, 
$1,250 for publicity; Ourania Rouve- 
ral, $1,000 on a loan; the Schumer 
Theatrical Transfer, Inc., $1,000 for 
scenery hauling; Century Lighting, 
$1,000; Dorothy Hall, $1,500 on a 
loan; Bobby Howes, $8,000; Vera 
Pearce, $4,500, and Wylie Watson, 
$2,600, all of London, and all owéd on 
contract claims. 











Moppet Joan Carroll’s 


World's 


1348576 on Sunday, gave the Fair | 


Played the Orpheum this week. 


Gene Autry s Hoss 
By Plane Costs 
Rodeo Star $3,400 


As I am writing this column the tub is running over. 
whether to call a plumber or Billy Rose. 

Told Al Jolson that I was appearing in Newark “i six shows a day, 
sae said, ‘Last time I was in Newark I played two-a-day.’ | 

‘Two shows?’ He said, ‘No, two horses.’ 

Everything happens to me—dreamt that I was out with Ann Sheridan 
last night—and she brought her mother along. 
Broadway Dept. 

Went to the opening of Fefe’s Monte Carlo. Beautiful place— 
| silverware—remind me to show it to you sometime. 
| joke all summer—too bad I never finished it.) 

Just received Broadway Sam’s bill for tickets to the Jolson premiere— 
tickets at $8.80 each—plus. Should have called the show, ‘Hold on to Your 
| Wallets’. 

At the Cocoanut Grove, Jack Waldron, who used to work in Central 
Park and is now at the Park Central, complains that business has fallen 
off to capacity. 

Saw the Ed Wynn show. Terrific. 
was on. 

Oscar Levant cancelled a lecture tour because he claims he often changes 
his views in the middle of a sentence. 

Hollywoodiana 

Humphrey Bogart is coming to New York. 
out on parole. 

When I made my 20th Century-Fox screen test, Gypsy Rose Lee was 
my leading lady—everything came off on schedule. 


I don't know 





ask ed, 


beautiful 
(I worked on that 





TWA sent everybody into a cou- 
ple of dithers last week by an- 
nouncing that Champ, Gene Autry’s 
hoss, would be a-ridin’ into the 
LaGuardia Airport, N. Y., this week. 
As the story goes, Autry was work- 
ing on a picture up to Saturday night 
with the hoss. It was impossible to 
ship the animal east then in time for 
the Rodeo opening at the Garden 


Mother laughed so much I thought I 


Warner Bros. letting him 


A Hollywood actor just divorced his wife and married her sister. He 
today—that is, impossible, except by} didn’t want to break in a new mother-in-law. 
air. None of the airlines was crazy| Premiere of Charlie Chaplin’s ‘Dictator’ will be strictly formal. Even 


about taking the assignment, but ul- 

timately TWA agreed. Engineers 

were set to work. Craftsmen ripped 
(Continued on page 40) 


‘N.Y. Fair May Wind 
Up With 18,000,000 
Paid Gate for 1940 


the windup of the N. Y. 
Fair less than three weeks 


the man in the projection booth will have to wear tails. 
Leaving for Hollywood soon to make some nose reels. 
Music Dept. 

Band leader Abe Lyman was held up the other night. 
stickup guy, 
money.’ 

Just placed a song with the Exclusive Music Co.—it’s so exclusive that 
they’re not even giving it out. 

Two songwriters talking shop in front of Brill bldg. Said one, ‘I want 
to write songs like this forever.’ Said the other, ‘Don’t you ever want to 
improve?’ 

My hrother is cleaning up a fortune. 
Music Co, 


Said Abe to the 
‘You'll have to see Harry Weinstein—he handles all my 





He makes shelves for the Mills 





Hangnail Descriptions 

Paul Small: All this, and commission too. Romo Vincent; One man’s 
family. Benny Fields; A vocal hot-foot. Bea Wuin: A special arrange- 
away (Oct. 27), record-breaking |ment with beautiful legs. Oscar Levant; Funk & Wagnalls with the kind 
weekend crowds now promise to| words removed. Walter Winchell: Uncle Sam's bodyguard, Broadway 
|push total paid attendance for 1940 | Rose: The answer to nobody's prayer. 
'to nearly 18,000,000. General Elec- | Observation Dept. d 
tric day at the exposition, Saturd: uy, | Met a girl in Lindy’s who’s looking for a backer for a Florida vacation. 
produced the fourth best day of the| For the Ed Wynn opening, George Wood, got me seats that were out of 
fair—280,660. This, coupled with | this world. Next time I hope the seats are in the theatre. : 
Bert Gordon, of ‘Hold on to Your Ears,’ broke a date with a girl the 


With 





| 629,236 for the weekend. Sunday was | °ther night because she wouldn't get modern on two old-fashioneds. 


He was formerly of Curtis | 


‘Hattie’ Status Uncertain 





New Haven, Oct. 8. 

Status of Joan Carroll, film moppet 
with ‘Panama Hattie,’ is unsettled at 
the moment. Originally signed on a 
two weeks’ tryout basis, youngster 
clicked so solidly Buddy DeSylva, 
producer of ‘Hattie,’ wants her for a 
run-of-play contract. 

RKO, which has the kid under 
contract, has not as yet agreed to 
release her for the extended period 
indicated by the show’s assured run, 
and matter is now hanging fire. Mop- 
pet drew a flock of photog attention 
while here, with Life going to town 


on her. 
‘Hattie’ is due to open on Broad- 
way Oct. 30, after a private preview 


the night before. 


Stoki Wouldn’t Listen 
So He Sues Him for 3G 


Los Angeles, Oct. 8. 
Leopold Stokowski was ordered to 
make a deposition Oct. 11 
$3,000 suit filed against him in su- 
perior court by Stuart Buchanan, 


in the) 


who claims he has that much money | 
coming fer lining up a South Amer- | 


ican tour for the maestro last year. 

Buchanan asserts he made 
thorough survey of South American 
theatrical and financial conditions 


al 


| 41 bequests of from $200 to $5,009 in | 


,;and warned Stokowski against mak- | 


a financial flop. His written con- 


ing the trip, which, he declares, was | 
| The will was dated Oct. 23, 1929. No 


tract with Michael Myerberg, man- | 


;ager for Stokowski, Buchanan | 
charges, provided for no pay in the | 
event the tour was not made. He} 
claims they would have saved money | 
by heeding his advice to stay away. 


greatly helped with the special news- | Yvette Dare, the stripeuse, told her three parrots to fly 
paper coupon day. | where she was playing a club date. One parrot showed up late. He ex- 
Preparations are under way to nail | plained, ‘It was so beautiful out that I walked.’ 
everything down for the final day | Eavesdropped at El Morocco: ‘Lovely fellow—he’s the object of his 
of the two-year exposition, so that | affections.’ 
souvenir hunters will not carry off | Eavesdropped at ‘21’: 
valuable hunks of fair structures and | he lived.’ 
equipment. The Fair management | The Hollywood sun is wonderful. Last time I was there the sun was 
was fortunate last year when the big| 8° strong that when I walked down Hollywood Boulevard a fellow eame 
show shuttered on the last day of| Over and said, ‘May I have your autograph, Rochester?’ 
October (Hallowe’en night) because | Whatever Became of 72? 
it rained heavily all evening. Wellington Cross. 
Nip & Tuck. 
Zuhn & Dries, 
Afterpiece 
I've played screeno, banko and bingo, and my number was never called. 
| with my luck, my number will be called first—in the draft. 


David E Rose's $ ny | Writer Eddie Davis Of 
Calls From Nazi Bombs| ‘Celebrity Nights’; Suit 


to Boston, 


“When he was born, something terrible happened— 





La Belle Titcomb. 
DeLyle Alda. 
Princess Wahletka. 





CAROL BRUCE TOO BUSY? | 


De Sylva No Like Her Radio 
Bernie) 


(Ben 
and Nitery Doubling 


Squawk has been lodged by Buddy 
De Sylva with Martin Spector, Carol 
Bruce’s manager, against the singer 
working on the Ben Bernie air show 





. ° _ 
and at the Waldorf-Astoria nitery. | = | Agin’ Him Fx lains Why 
De Syiva maintains the extra-cur- David E. Rose, Paramount's man- | Pp 
ricular activity reduces her value | aging director for Great Britain, had | , 
in ‘Louisiana Purchase,” his show. | Next time anyone volunteers to 


two narrow escapes from bombs in 
London late last month, according 


Outside work is not mentioned in the 
femme’s pact and the subject is be- 
ing gone over by Spector and De 
Sviva this week. 

Incidentally, Miss Bruce’s contract 
with Universal Pictures, about 
which there has been misapprehen- 
sion, calls for her to be at the studio 
within 10 days of the closing of ‘Pur- 


| hold a ‘celebrity night’ in honor of 
| writer Eddie Davis he’d better duck 
to word received by friends in New a fast. a ? “allergic to 
, er a _| celebrity nights since Leon & Eddie's 
York. He escaped one only be |52d street (N. Y.) nitery tossed one 
cause he had gone out to lunch. On | jast week in which he turned out to 
his return, Rose found that shrapnel 


: | be the victim. Scripter Davis is not 
or bits of an exploded Nazi bomb | the emcee Eddie Davis who holds 
had torn through the window where | forth at L. & E.’s. 


chase,’ whenever that may be. It (Continued on —— 10) It seems that for a year and a half 
provides for one picture, which, if it = process servers for attorney Gustave 
proves satisfactory to both sides, will B. Garfield have been playing hide- 


L.A. to N.Y. 


be followed by a minimum of three | and-seek with Davis in an effort to 


pictures a year for five years. Uni- Robert Ardrev. | plaster papers on him in a plagiar- 
versal will also have an option on Gene Autry. ism suit growing out of ‘Radio City 
a fourth film each year which, if it} Ralph Bellamy. Revels,” which Davis and ‘Matt 
is foregone, will automatically per- Martin Broones. (Continued on page 10) 


mit Miss Bruce to make one for any 
major company or producer with | 
major release. 


Marguerite Clark’s Will 


New Orleans, Oct. 8. 
The will of the late Marguerite 
Clark Williams, former star of the! 
silent films, was probated Friday (4) | 
in Civil District court here, leaving 


Charles Brown. 
Carmen D’Antonio., 
John Garfield. 
Charlotte Greenwood. 
William Guthrie. 
Tom Harrington. 
Jed Harris. 
Allan Jones. 
Roscoe Karns. 
Allan Lane. 
Irving Mills. 
Abe Montague. 
Rosita Moreno. 
Jack Oakie. 
Barbara O'Neil. 
Al Ritz. 
Wesley Ruggles. 
Jack Runyon, 
| Art Siteman. 
Red Skelton. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Russell Birdwell. 
Lou Brock, 
Richard E. Condon. 
Ed Gardner. 

Joe Glaser, 

Hal Horne. 

Jerry Horwin. 
Jack Pegler. 
Erich Pommer. 
Eleanor Powell. 
Frank Scully. 
Rudy Vallee. 
Charles Vanda. 
Anna May Wong. 


SAILINGS 











addition to the bulk of her estate to | 
her sister, Cora Clark of New York. | 





petition for inventory of the estate 
has yet been filed. 
Mrs. Williams was the widow of! 








the late Harry Williams, wealthy} _George Skoures. Oct. 4 (Los Angeles to New York? 
jlumberman and aviation enthusiast Jack L. Warner Mark Heliinger, Gladys Glad (Man- 
of Patterson. La. Everett Weil. ;} hattan). 
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Martinelli’s Ambition to Round Out 30 
Years, One-Half Met Opera's Age 





Giovanni Martinelli yesterday 
(Tues.) signed his 28th consecutive 
contract with the Metropolitan 
Opera Ass., establishing a new rec- 
ord for longevity of service at the 
house for a first string singer. Both 
Antonio Scotti and Leon Rothier 
have topped this by 33 and 30 years 
at the Met respectively, but both of 
these singers were appearing in 
minor roles the latter portion of 
their careers. 

Martinelli: hopes to complete 30 
years of service at the Met ending 
with the 1943 season, which will 
have given him the distinction of 
having sung the last 30 years of the 
Met’s 60 years of existence, the 
house having been erected in 1883. 
The tenor’s last year he hopes to 
complete a cycle of all the important 
roles he has sung there, starting with 
the ‘Lucia’s’ of his youth, to be fol- 
lowed with ‘Boheme,’ ‘Butterfly,’ 
‘Faust,’ through ‘Pagliacci,’ ‘Aida,’ 
and ‘Trovatore,’ to ‘Otello’ and wind 
up his career with his first German 
fole, in ‘Tristan and Isolde.’ 

The Met today (Wed.) announces 
its plans for the 1940-41 season 
which gets under way Dec, 2. Un- 
derstood to have been signed to con- 
tracts are Mario Valentino and 
Alexander Sved, baritones, Norina 
Greco and Elsa Zebranska, sopranos, 
Salvatore Baccolini, bass, and Su- 
zanne Sten, contralto. Bruno Walter 
has been engaged to conduct a lim- 
ited number of performances. 

Lily Pons yesterday (Tues.) signed 
her ninth contract with the Met, 
calling for 14 performances begin- 
ning Dec. 14. Besides the Met in 
N. Y., she will appear with the com- 
pany in Philadelphia, Boston, Cleve- 
land and Dallas. 


SCRIB TRIO SETTLE 
CONNIE’S 6236 SUIT 


Out-of-court monetary settlement 
was reached last week in a $62,500 
suit brought by Constance Bennett 
against Ben Hecht, Charles Mac- 
Arthur and Charles Lederer. Action 
was slated to go to trial in N. Y. 
Supreme Court on Monday (7). 

Miss Bennett charged that in 1938 
Hecht, MacArthur and Lederer con- 
tracted to write a screenplay for 
her. She paid them $2,500 on sub- 
mission of an outline which she ap- 
proved and was to pay them the re- 
mainder of $50,000 on delivery of a 
Satisfactory script. 

It seems, however, that the trio of 
Scriveners got busy with other 
things and Miss Bennett waited and 
waited some more and still no com- 
pleted script was forthcoming. 
When more than a year had elapsed 
she confided her impatience to her 
attorney, Charles Schwartz, of 
Schwartz & Frohlich, who filed suit 
to recover the actress’ $2,500 down 
Payment as well as $60,000 she fig- 
ured she could have made during the 
Summer of 1938 when she was sitting 
idly by waiting for the typewriter- 
ticking trio to turn up with the| 
Script. 


Hellinger’s N. Y. Vacash 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

Mark Hellinger and his wife, 
Gladys Glad, sailed for New York 
via the Panama Canal on their first 
eastern vacation in two years. 

On his return, Hellinger will re- 
sume production on three pictures, 
‘The Fabulous Thirties,’ ‘The Deal- 
er's Name Was George’ and ‘Affec- 
tionately Yours’ at Warners. He 
recently completed ‘High Sierra.’ 


cu 
BOYER-SULLAVAN’S U PIC 
Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Charles Boyer has been inked by 
niversal to play lead opposite Mar- 
8aret Sullavan in studio’s remake of 
‘Back Street.’ Irene Dunne and John 
Boles held the roles in the original 
version in 1932, 
Filming starts when Miss Sullavan 
finishes her stint in ‘Flotsam’ for the 
Loew-Lewin company. Boyer is 

















Currently vacationing in New York. 





Maestro Chico Marx 





Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Chico Marx leads his own or- 
chestra, consisting of 16 instru- 
mentalists, a girl trio and a male 
singer, on a cross-country tour 
when he finishes his current act- 
ing job in Metro’s ‘Go West.’ 
Herb Taylor has been signed 
as arranger for the band, to be 
known as Chico Marx and his 
Ravellis, 


Spanish Refugee 
Actors’ Busking 
Lands ‘Em Jobs 


_—_o 


Mexico City, Oct. 8 

Inspired by enterprising thespians 
among the Spanish political refugees, 
jobless Mexican legit, vaude and 
revue players have hit upon a novel 
method of getting a chance at book- 
ings, without having to dog agents. 

System is: while the biggest 
bookers foregather at a cafe in a 
downtown street evenings, showfolks 
at liberty drift in and do their stuff, 
from patter, song-dance to high dra- 
matics. Non-profesh customers ap- 
plaud, or don’t. This reaction is 
carefully watched by the show 
bosses. Ofttimes some good engage- 
ments result. Anyway, practically 
all performers are sure of at least 
an invite to a glass of beer, mayhaps 
a supper, for their efforts. 

Spanish players soon hustle up 
jobs for themselves by thus adver- 
tising themselves and wares. 











Lolly Goes a-Touring 
Again With Filmers, 
$10,000 Against 7 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

Louella O. Parsons opens her 1940 
stage tour in Omaha, Oct. 25, with an 
eight-week schedule. Route is the 
same as last year’s, except that Bos- 
ton takes the place of San Francisco. 
Aside from Omaha, where Miss Par- 
sons plays on a straight percentage, 
the contract calls for a minimum of 
$10,000 weekly against a eplit of 
the gross as against $7,500 last year. 

Lined up for the show thus far 
are Binnie Barnes, Bill Orr, Susan 
Foster and Sabu. 
ing for a glamor lad to take the 





his own family tour with wife 
| Frances Langford. Robert Preston or | 
William Holden may be added to the | 
cast. Jack Mulcahy, borrowed from | 
20th-Fox, is again slated to manage 
the caravan. 

Another expedition from the 
Coast is that headed by George Mc- 
Call, who is opening a personal ap- 
pearance tour in Chicago with a 
troupe of lesser Hollywood names. 
The booking calls for 10 weeks. 


REAL NAME LOMBARDO, 
BUT IT’S A HANDICAP 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 8, 
Frankie Lombardo is his real name 








late because people were want to 
to cash in on the Lombardo label in 
beokings on just that account. 

So last week Lombardo announced 


from now on it’s Frankie Barr and | 
his band. 





Columnist is look- | 


place of Jon Hall, who is going on | 


and he’s a band-leader, too, but the | 
local boy has been a bit fed up of| 


accuse him of adopting the tag just! 


the orchestra world. At times, it’s | 
also been hard for him to obtain| directing. 


NAZI FILMS PALL LATINS 





H'WOUD PRODUCT 
FAVORED ANEW 


Despite Some Previous In- 
roads by German Pix (At 
Giveaway or Leblang 
Rentals), Mexico and 
Argentine Prefer to Pay 
for U.S. Motion Pictures 








STILL A THREAT 





By D. L. GRAHAME 
Mexico City, Oct. 8. 


Mexico is probably coming around 
gradually to a willingness to be more 
cordial with the United States. 
Events in Europe have underscored 
in the minds of Mexican leaders and 
the more far-sighted business men 
both the practical business advan- 
tage and the ideological affinity of 
closer ties with the States and also 
with Canada. Not the least symp- 
tomatic evidence of this change is 
the increasing difficulty of German 
films to get playdates in Mexico 
while French films dre regularly ex- 
hibited. 

Confederation of Mexican workers 
is a powerful force against the Nazi 
viewpoint. Although it is commonly 

(Continued on page 36) 


SCRIBES UNDER: 
CONTRACT AT 
LOW MARK 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

Studio contract writers are at their 
lowest -numerical ebb since early 
days of pictures. Total of scenarists 
on term deals is around 50, with 
some 500 in and out on assignments. 

Majority of scribes are on picture- 
to-picture basis to conform with the 
new studio policy releasing writers 
after assignment completed, so as not 
to carry them on payroll while as- 
signments are shuffled. Metro with 
23 and Warners’ 19 carry the most 
contract scriveners. 

Scripting assignments, chiefly on 
a picture-to-picture basis, reached 
new highs for the year at two stu- 
dios, with 39 writers working on 30 
productions at 20th-Fox, and 24 busy 
on 17 yarns at Republic. 
lot called in 22 outsiders to help the 
regular staff handle the rush of 
stories. Scribblers at Rep are push- | 
|ing eight westerns to be filmed be- 
fore the first of the new year, in ad- 
dition to eight features and a new 
serial, 


| | 


Reciprocal Plugging 
Sole Payoff for Rep.’s 
‘Milkman’s Matinee’ Pic 


Publicity was figured by oii 
N. Y., to be sufficient payoff for 
granting Republic the right to use 
the tag ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ as a! 
picture title. No coin was involved 
in the deal set by Dick Bard, the 
Station’s p.a. 

Film, inspired by WNEW’s ‘Milk- 
man’s Matinee,’ is about an all-night | 
radio show similar to that on the) 
; New York station, with the princi-) 
pal character modeled after Stan 
Shaw, its pilot. Story was written 
|}and suggested by Lester Koenig, a 
writer on the Rep lot, who’s a for- 
mer member of the WNEW con-| 
tinuity staff. Bernard Vorhaus is 
Production will start’ 
about Jan. 1. 

Payoff by Rep for the title in- 




















to the press and the public alike that | cludes use of WNEW mikes in the | Adams of Charlot’s Revue, and Lois 


film. Station will reciprocate by | 
| plugging it when it is released. 





\Cochran Writes of London Audience 's 


‘Get On With The Show’, and Refusing 
To Leave After Air-Raid Warning 





Jolo Irked 


Joshua Lowe (Jolo), head of 
Variety’s London office, has be- 
come especially annoyed with 
the Nazi aerialists—the blitz- 
ing, not the Palladium kind—of 
late. 

Jolo, in correspondence to the 
New York office, writes that 
‘they’ are getting busy around 
his residence, dropping a bomb 
on either side one night. He 
says that he complained to the 
management that his hotel was 
getting very noisy, and that his 
sleep was disturbed. 


Shirley Temple 
Looks Set to Go 











With M-G at 4G 





Shirley Temple, adrift since freed 
from her 20th-Fox pact, is expected 
to join the Metro star list within a 
few days. Although every major 
| studio has made overtures to obtain 
| the moppet’s services, Metro holds 
| the inside track and final details of 
the deal are now being worked out, 
It calls for two pictures annually, 
with coin running up to $4,000 a 
week. 

Contract will be a termer, it is un- 
derstood, with a number of unusual 
stipulations to protect the future of 
the 11-year-old kid during her adoles- 

(Continued on page 18) 





British Writers Flock 


To B’way With Bhtz 





New York is gradually becoming 





Westwood | 


| day (3). 


|‘Funny Face,’ 


' beat, 


‘able for lighter entertainment. 
|standing conscripts from the foot- 


|Arnez from George Abbott’s Broad- 


jboth Coast stage musicals. 


Of London Show Biz 








London, Sept. 19, 
Editor, VARIETY: 


As you and Variety readers (judg- 
ing by my correspondence) seemed 
to be interested in my news from 
London pior to the blitzkrieg, I 
thought perhaps you might like to 
know how we are getting on under 
the nightly aerial bombardments. 
We have had it pretty intensively for 
about three weeks, and there is a 
hell of a noise from the anti-aircraft 
guns, the bombs and the German 
machines. Although the damage has 
been considerable and very thor- 
oughly distributed over the face of 
greater London, it struck me, in tak- 
ing one or two longish taxi rides 
yesterday, that there was very little 
destruction to be seen without look- 
ing for it. Of course, roads are closed 
to cars and sometimes to pedestrians 
also; but generally this is because 
there is a delayed-action bomb which 
is waiting to be heard from. 

At the time of writing my office 
stands untouched, although a few 
yards up the street Hills, the well- 
known barbers, has caught it. A 
great deal of suffering has been in- 
flicted upon the poor, as usual, but 


(Continued on page 32) 


MAJOR W. S. VAN DYKE 
REPORTING FOR SERVICE 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Mobilization order has been re- 
ceived from Washihgton by W. S. 
Van Dyke, Metro director, who, as a 














a Mecca for English authors, since | 


show business has been forced to| 
;}suspend over there as a result of 


Nazi air raids. As there is no telling 
when theatres will venture to open, 


|the writers are gradually arriving 


and seeking appointments with pro- 
ducers soon after docking. 

Among the latest arrivals is Fred 
Thompson, who came by boat Thurs- 
He probably has figured in | 
the writing of more American pres- 
entations than any other Britisher. 
His last musical show contribution 
was the book of ‘Sons O’ Guns.’ 
Books of other musical comedies in- 
cluded ‘Rio Rita,’ all the Astaire 
shows including ‘Lady Be Good’ and 
also the books of ‘Tip 
Toes’ and ‘Five o’Clock Girl.’ 
Thompson is credited with writing 
more than 60 shows. 

Among the prolific musical show 
writers from England is Guy Bolton, | 

sortnemnnanie on pepe *) | 


MORE RECRUITS FOR | 
COAST FILMUSICALS 





Hollywood, Oct. 8. | 

In keeping with the filmusical up- | 
Hollywood producers oi 
prowling the stage for players suit- 
Out- | 


lights are Eddie Bracken and Desi 


way production of ‘Too Many Girls.’ 

Recent contractees at Republic are 
June Joh.son, daughter of Chick 
(Olsen and) Johnson, who danced in 
the ‘Hellzapoppin’* company; Carol 


Ranson of ‘Meet the People,’ latter 








major, commands the 22d Battalion 
U. S. Marine reserve. He reports 
for duty Nov. 1 with the outfit at 
San Diego. Capt. James Roosevelt 
and studio employees are attached 
to the battalion. 

All studios will hold open the jobs 
of those mustered into service or 
drafted. 
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Wobher, on His Swing Over U.S., 
Saw Much Spending for Defense; 


‘ ® 9! about a circus sideshow by Marc 
un to é OW 1Z | Connelly and Tierman Mankiewicz 
had a Broadway fling in 1932. 
» 











On his return to New York this 
week from a complete circling of 
his company’s branch film offices, 
Herman Wobber, chief of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox distribution, declares the 
benefits of the national industrial 
revival, sparked by the government's 
defense program, will rebound to the 
motion picture industry at an early 
date. Keen observer and experi- 
enced analyst, Wobber has traveled 
the country from Coast to Coast, 
Canada to the Gulf, a hundred times 
in the past 25 years. 

‘There are forces at work cur- 
rently which I have never seen be- 
fore,’ he said. ‘The defense program 
is getting underway with speed and 
pickup that is amazing. Many of us 
usually see and believe only what is 
close at hand, but a round trip such 
as I have just completed is a reve- 
lation of the immensity of the job 
which is being started and a stimu- 
lating experience when one considers 
what is coming. A defense program 
that involves the spending of 12 to 
15 billions in shipbuilding and arma- 
ments is almost beyond description 





in terms of past industrial activity. | 
Wobber says the expansion of the} 


airplane and shipbuilding industries | fiJm companies who refrained from | 


on the Pacific Coast, with which he | 


is particularly conversant because of | satisfaction over the terms of picture | 
rights in the basic agreement. With | 


years of business activity there, is | 
drawing thousands of workers from | 
agricultural pursuits to city fac-| 
tories. In Los Angeles, he says, the | 
Douglas, Lockheed, Northrup and} 
other aircraft manufacturers are ex- | 
tending their plants to double and 
triple size. All of them have back- 
logs of orders running into hundreds 
of millions; in the aggregate close to 
a billion. After nearly 20 years of} 
inactivity, the shipbuilding yards in 
San Francisco have resumed opera- 
tions. Tacoma is a beehive of ship- 
building, working on both naval and 
commercial vessels. Seattle water- 
front has sprung into life again as a 
supply base for the defense plans in 


Alaska. | ture firm’s principal purpose is to 


Sees It All Over 

‘Coming back across the country,’ 
he continued, ‘one finds the same 
spurt in Salt Lake City, and, of 
course, in the middle west most of 
the larger cities are preparing for 
some phase of the defense program. 
A present day visitor to Detroit 
bumps against boom times. There is 
scarcity of hotel accommodations, 
and the outlying industrial district 
is a maze of construction. A well 
informed person there told me that 
Detroit will require from 200,000 to 
300,000 additional workers when the 
defense program hits full stride.’ 

The same general description ap- 
plies also to Buffalo and the New 
England section, he said. 

‘There is only one interpretation 
which show business can give to the 
tremendous defense expenditures,’ 
Wobber declared. ‘The evidence of 
increased spending for entertainment 
may not be felt immediately, but it 
is inevitable that the film theatres 
will respond and the vast sums in 
circulation through wages and pur- 
chase of material will stimulate a 
desire for popular amusements. 

‘Picture business usually is the 
last to feel the bad effects of a de- 
pression, and the last to get the 
benefits of business revival. I am 
convinced that the benefits of de- 


fense spending will reach the film | 


industry very soon.’ 


Loretta Terp-Tutoring 
For Par’s ‘Ballerina’ 


Loretta Young, spending a six- 
week vacash in New York, is utiliz- 


her forthcoming role in ‘Ballerina,’ 
in which she’ll appear for Para- 
mount. 

tar arrived from the Coast about 
two weeks ago with Tom Lewis. 
chief of the radio department of 
Young & Rubicam, to whom she was 
recently married. She'll return when 
he finishes business which will keep 
him here about another month. 





Peggy Up a Peg 
Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

Peggy Moran moved into the 
femme lead opposite Franchot Tone 
in Universai’s ‘Traii of the Vigi- 
lantes,’ which goes into work on lo- 
cation in Sonora this week with 
Allan Dwan directing. 

It is Miss Moran’s most important 
role to date. 


Hammers Fly at Par 





Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Paramount put 600 additional car- 
penters to work on six big sets, most 
important of which is the construc- 
tion of the Flying Fortress for ‘I 
Wanted Wings.’ 
Other pictures requiring extensive 
building are ‘Reaching For the Sun’ 
and ‘Shepherd of the Hills.’ 


M-G LEADS PIX 
COIN BACK 
TO LEGIT 


Deal pends whereby Metro will 
again figure in financing Broadway 
legit, same going for other major 








legit participation because of dis- 


both the filmites and authors now in 
accord over the revised agree- 
ment, the managers also being in ac- 
cord, it appears that only an okay of 
the new deal by the Dramatists 
Guild membership is necessary for 
the breach to be healed. Guild is 
due to formally accept the new terms 
this week. 

First attraction due to have Metro 
interested is an operetta by Jerome 
Kern and Oscar Hammerstein, which 
Max Gordon is slated to present. 
Authors are working on two plays, 
one with San Francisco as a back- 
ground and the other localied in New 
Orleans. Understood that the pic- 


|secure a Broadway property for film 
|}usage, Jeanette MacDonald io be 
| starred. 

Before there was an impasse be- 
tween Hollywood and Broadway, 
Metro backed a number of shows 
|produced by Gordon and Sam H. 
Harris. Among them was ‘Jubilee,’ 
a costly musical whict flopped after 
Mary Boland left the cast for the 
Coast. Another was ‘Pride and 
| Prejudice,’ which was recently re- 
| leased in film form and is a boxoffice 
click, 


| 
\SKOURAS TRIAL DATE 





Should Be Wilder by Now 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Oldtime stage play, ‘Wild Man of 
Borneo,’ is being revived by Metro 
as a co-starring vehicle for Billie 
Burke and Frank Morgan. Play 


Kent, Schenck and 





Goetz Formally 


Approve Zanuck’s 20th Prod. Sked 





Can’t How! Him Down 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Columbia assigned Sidney Salkow, 
writer-director, to script ‘The Lone 


RKO to Release Its 2d 
aan o akes a ance,’ quieting ru- 
‘Info Please’ Willkie wae a the wee Breer Sef 
Short After Election ping the ‘Lone Wolf’ series. 


Robert Sinclair directs. 








Recent acquisition of ‘Ellery 
Queen’ and ‘Boston Blackie’ caused 
RKO has inadvertently maneu-|réports that ‘Wolf’ would be discon- 
| vered itself into a position that might | tinued. 
be termed in less formal. circles as 
‘having a hot ‘Information Please’ 








boy. 

Inasmuch as the first short pro- 
vided an excellent exhibition of 
cranial capacity by the presidential 
candidate, the Republican National 
Committee and Willkie’s campaign 
managers have been anxious to get 
the second one released. Initial one 
gave the ex-utility magnate a con- 
siderable boost in pubiic opinion. 

In the ordinary course of events, 
the short would be released just in 
time to possibly have a bearing on bership, especially freelance play- 
pony bd es — |ers, that refugee actors were being 
| tesnienan standpoint, of anuenn right | Droveht into this country to take 
naw would he the perfect time te |their places in pictures, officers of 
¥ Screen Actors Guild went into a 


| Patease &,'So Chat & cam play moet hase with prexy Y. Frank Free- 
of its dates by election. ‘ i'man, of the Producers Association. 
All of which posed a dilemma for |The SAG then issued a statement 
| the distributing nee yd for the | that ‘of 19,511 persons regularly em- 
| past few weeks. Should it take what | ployed by eight major studios in 
looked like a good business step and | Hollywood as of Aug. 31 exactly 18 
| release the pic at once? Or would | persons can be classified as refugees.’ 
|it be worse business by opening it- | The SAG stated the figures were 
self to charges of favoritism? And | taal Pope hanks of studios by Free- 
might not the present administra- |man, and that the figures were open 
|tion resent it if it gets in power |i, recheck by the SAG or other 
again? ; : ’ = . : 
After much mulling it was decided studio guilds. It was stated that of 


- . |the 18, only four are actors. A 
to hold the short until the election is A 
over. That immediately led to cries | breakdown of the figures handed out 


‘ ey by the Guild follows: 
| frox i-official G 
- semi-off cial GOP quarters that MGM, five refugees out of 4,500 
Edward J. Flynn, chairman of the 
nen ae ; employees; Warner Bros., three out 
Democratic National Committee, had : : 
;of 4,000 employees; Columbia, three 
brought pressure to bear on RKO. | : ; 
; out of 1,160 employees; Universal, 
Prez. George J. Schaefer denied the | tee out ef 2681 emnlovets: 20th 
pressure and also that fear of re-| y en te 


| "7 , ° 
taliatory measures by the Roose- | Fox, three out of 2,750 employees; 


AMONG 19,511 
PIC ACTORS 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Following protests from its mem- 

















entertainment,’ said Schaefer, ‘and ployees, 

| Willkie. There is no question of HER CONTRACT AT RKO 

|press or radio. The screens of —— 

| interests of any candidate would be |! Star has made two films and is as- 
| tempt to apply the ax, 


my - | Paramount, one out of 2,750 em- 
veltians had led to the decision. — 

‘We are in the business of selling ployees; RKO, one of 1,800 em- 
see no reason why we should advo- 
|eate the case of any candidate, 
whether it be Mr. Roosevelt or Mr. LOMBARD WOULD END 
| freedom of the press involved, as our 
business cannot be compared to the 
| America belong to theatre owners,| Carole Lombard is reported seek- 
jand to do anything to advocate the | ing to break her pact with RKO. 
fmtery the premise of any film pro- | signed to a third under the six-pic- 
| ducer. | ture ag! ent to which sh - 
| The ‘Info Please’ shorts were made Rese: Te WEEE ONY WHE 

RKO by Pathe before Willkie 


for ie oe 
SET BACK TO OCT, 28|w2s nominated. As is customary, |i, Understood hee same cnet 





| Getting of the date of trial of | Tushed through for release a coup! 
George P. Skouras and the Skouras 
Theatres Corp. continues to be de- 2 ~ 7 l¢ i r sets assi 5ro- | 
|layed in the N.Y. federal court, when | Quantity of publicity, including a | rw ge ape i prorsggeie a gl 
on Monday (7) Judge John W. Clan- | break when the candidate appeared | : - 


| 


cy again postponed it to Oct. 28. 


| him $20,0() and thereby securing as- 
| sets uv’ Fox Theatres Corp., valued at 
$1,500,000. 


| 





Rep to Serialize ‘D.A.’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 


| Skouras is accused in a Federal] in- 
|dictment of having bribed former 


| Judge Mar‘'n T. Manton by paying GOLDWYN’S PERSONAL 


Phillips Lord’s radio drama, ‘Mr. 


|both were edited from one day’s 


|shooting in New York. First w 


} 


fe | type of stories handed her and in- 
4S | sufficient coin tossed into the Pro- 


e | d ; 
+1718 ; ; uctions, 
|days after Willkie’s nomination in | 


| Philadelphia. It got a tremendous | the yarns better tailored to her style 


at the Music Hall, N.Y.. to see it we under the percentage deal. 
: : . Latest Lombard picture, ‘They 





leased Sept. 27, produced by Erich 
Pommer, directed by Garson Kanin 

and co-starring Charles Laughton. 
ATTY., EX-STEUER MAN First film under the star’s current 
| termer, ‘Vigil in the Night,’ was re- 
| leased last February. It failed as a 
b.o. sock. Néxt on the sked, unless 








Henry Klein, who handled Sam 
| Goldwyn s legal matters in the office | ics Lombard succeeds in calling it 
|of the late Max D. Steuer, has been |, gay will be ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
jretained by Goldwyn as general | ,,:4;,° 3 a pais 
we A ‘ with Robert Montgomery. 
| counsel in New York. “2 r 
| George Z. Medalie, who was named | 





District Attorney,’ has been bought|by Goldwyn a few weeks ago to 


by Republic for serialization. Deal 
|negotiated for Lord by James Sa- | United Artists, will handle that mat- 
ing it to take ballet tutoring for|phier is for two years with options. | ter only. Klein is engaged with him 

‘D. A.’ is now airing on NBC for jon it, but will work solo on other 


Vitalis, 


prosecute the producer’s battle arith | Glamor Gets a Workout 





Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Hedy Lamarr drew a new Metro 


1 1 tters. 
Goldwyn legal matters pact and a schedule of roles that 














| Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


will keep her busy for months. 
Third on the list is ‘Come Live 

With Me,’ a co-starrer with James 

Stewart, which comes after ‘Zieg- 








. \feld Girl’ and follows completion of 
French show DiZ. ss sseesevescveesescrscrsesessoncsereeseresesb age 13 her current chore with Clark Gable 
Look to easing British MUR: 6.540446 064.05500400'¥000 0605004040 ED 13 lin ‘Comrade x’ Culver City pro- 
John Royal's new NBC Ps 590645.00% beidewkes sone ey ee Page 24 | duction sate is being junsied te 
Radio reviews: Eddie Cantor, Fred Allen, Jack Benny, Ben move meré Lamers iPass int 
Bernie, Cavalcade of America, Fibber McGee & Molly, How- rs Pp es imto 
ard Barnes, Dorothy Thompson, Silver Theatre............Page 26 , 
SORDSOR WE B-TMD BORD, 0iccdsovccccceceseocsece 16+hoesea ee ae 
Ree BS DORE, . occcayeccessacesseseccccceessccvccscesese ene & Varne ’ e 
Urge ASCAP-N.AB, huddle...csccsssssecessccscees vcsseess. Page 41 y ee a 
Metre's ASCAP FOMEWALs 6c coves verevvecoecceccsvcces ceeeeesR ee OL slOllyw , Oct, &. 
Bill Stein's I cedicuscineresderenteenes+ecth nate 43 _Entire Varney carnival troupe was 
Equity dissension.....cccccccccccccccccccsecssccccoccvcccces Page 49 | | ened by Warners to appear in the 
See Sundays OK by Nov. l.seccsesecccsceces thegdeaniinatiess Page 49 || feature, ‘Carnival. 
Alex Aarons EE PE eee ee eT ee ee 49 Picture top lines Humphrey Bo- 








gart and Sylvia Sidney, 





short on its hands.’ Briefie in ques- | 
tion is the second of the two made 
| with Wendell Willkie as guest bright- 


She maintains that were | 


Knew What They Wanted,’ was re- | 





Hollywood, Oct, 8. 


Production plans of Darry| F, 
Zanuck for the coming year were 
outlined by him to 20th-Fox top 
execs and okKayed by them at a 
lengthy confab here last night. Siq. 
ney R. Kent, prez of 20th, arrived 
from New York yesterday (Monday) 
for the conference. Others attending 
were Joseph M. Schenck and Wi}. 
liam Goetz. 

Indication that there has been 
some revision of budgets upward in 
light of improving conditions at the 
b.o. was given in a statement signed 
by Schenck handed out following 
the huddle. It appears that the 20th 
toppers view general conditions in 
the industry considerably more op- 
timistically than when 1940-41 plang 
were originally drawn up last spring, 

Schenck’s statement read: ‘Con- 
ferences were held today between 
president Sidney R. Kent, Darry] F. 
Zanuck, William Goetz and myself 
on the 20th-Century-Fox production 
outlook for the coming year. Busi- 
ness prospects seem promising from 
the viewpoint of theatre attendance 
and improving’ conditions. Mr. 
Zanuck, in charge of our production, 
outlined his program for the coming 
year and his budget requirements, 
| His prospective list of productions, 
| based on story material already 
selected, was given our hearty en- 
dorsement and his budget require- 
ments were approved. 

‘For the protection of members of 
our organization who may be called 
to military service, it was decided 
to recommend to the board of direc- 
tors that all such positions be kept 
available for their return.’ 

Kent arrived yesterday (Monday) 
from New York, accompanied by 
Lew Schreiber, casting director, who 
surveyed the Broadway field in 
search of filmusical talent. 





OLD $31,000 CLAIM ON 
NOTES VS. HAMMONS 


A suit by the Federation Bank & 
Trust Co, against Earle W. Ham- 
mons, former president of Educa- 
tional Films, Inc., was revealed Fri- 
day (4) in N. Y. supreme court when 
Hammons sought to strike out some 
of the plaintiff's allegations. Action 
seeks $31,000 on allegedly unpaid 
notes, 

The bank claims Hammons bor- 
rowed $29,500 on a promissory note 
Aug. 31, 1931, to be repaid within 90 
days, Of this amount, the bank 
claims $18,500 was repaid (Hammons 
asserts $22,500 was repaid). Another 
| cause of action claims that in Sep- 
|} tember, 1931, Hammons borrowed 
| $20,000 additionally and did not pay 
back anything. The film executive, 
in his defense, claims that the plain- 
tiff induced him to purchase some of 
its stock, offering to take it off his 
hands at the purchase price any time 
jin the future. He has offered th 
| stock but the bank has rejected it 
He also claims to have purchased 
| $10,933 of the Federation Share- 
holders Co., Inc., with the same 
} agreement on the part of the bank, 





y- @ 


| and to have secured the personal en- 
| dorsements of Carl Laemmle and R. 
H. Cochrane on notes for the bank. 
A dismissal of the suit fs asked. 








Leonard, Blanche Ring 
" ™ 
Cork Up at Warners 
Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
‘Minstrel Days,’ a panorama of 
blackface, was added to Gordon Hol- 
lingshead’s shooting 
| Warners, 
Eddie Leonard and Blanche R 
are cast for featured roles, 


schedule at 





Can’t See You, Babe 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

‘The Invisible Woman,’ a comic 
peollowap of ‘The Invisible Man,’ 
| went into production at Universal 
|yesterday (Mon.) under direction of 
Eddie Sutherland. = 

Virginia Bruce plays the invisible 
role with two Johns, Barrymore and 
Howard, looking around. 








BRITISH TRIO’S BID 
Hollywood, Cct. 8. 

Twentieth-Fox is dickering for 
three British stage players, Godfrey 
Tearle, Arthur Powell and Gladys 
Hensen, to play in ‘The Light of 
Heart.’ 

Robert Kane produces. 
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DEFENSE SPURS B.O. 


Regardless of the outcome of the November elections, the 
biggest job in this country for the next several years will be 
organizing for military preparedness and the building of a na- 
tional defense on a scale never before undertaken. In some 
industrial centers* the task already is under way. Populations 
are shifting to the manufacturing areas, the call for skilled! 
workers has gone out from seaboard cities where shipbuilding | 
js hitting a faster pace. 








Leaving to the economists—and the columnists—the knotty 

roblems of national debt, deficits and war-time taxation, the 
fact is pretty certain that show business is approaching a period 
of better boxoffice business; provided, of course, that show 
business gets its own plant structure in shape to profit and to 
do its part when the upturn comes, 





And, as that old Chinese proverb has it, there isn’t as much 
time as you think. 

In the World War the American motion picture theatre 

layed a conspicuous role on the home front and reaped a giant 
aa in terms of millions of new patrons and good will. lor 
lack of better community meeting places, the film theatre be- 
came headquarters for every form of patriotic activity. Irom 
theatre stages liberty bonds were sold, Red Cross appeals were 
made and four-minute speakers pleaded the cause of the Salva- 
tion Army and other relief agencies, 





The exhibitor became a prominent local person, welcome at 
Rotary and Lion clubs. He was the darling of the bankers, 
business men and ladies’ aid societies. On the foundation of 
honorable and cooperative service he was encouraged to expand 
operations, build new theatres, command lasting acknowledge- 
ment for his efforts, 

Legitimate and vaudeville also played important roles in the 
national mobilization. 





Much of the informative and propaganda service performed | 

by theatres in the World War has shifted to radio. Networks| 
and the local stations comprise the new agencies. 

*e* . ' 

But the major responsibility of drawing together the masses | 

into groups with common purpose still rests with the theatre | 


\ 


CAN'T STALL NOW 
‘ON NEW PRODUCT 


—__—_ 


Deals for 1940-41 Have Been 
in a State of Languor Until 
This Week — Buyers Re- 
alize They Need Film 


Commitments, or Else 





LITTLE ’39-40 LEFT 


—--——. 


In a state of languor that has an- 
noyed distributors no end since early 
last spring, film buyers are now 
scurrying to exchanges and higher 
sales executives with a view to clos- 
ing deals essential to filling out the 


coming year’s product requirements. 
It’s getting late to stall much further 
and likely that the balance of this 
month will see plenty of action in 
getting signatures on contracts on 
which negotiations remain to be 
completed. 

There is not an alarming number 
of deals yet to be closed up, since 
the releasing season has been on 
from one to two months, but more 
yet to be consummated remain than 
at the same time last year, taking 
distributors as a whole, it is claimed. 
However, it is indicated that while 
the number of actual contracts are 
behind last year, the distributing 
faction is ahead in terms of money 
calculable under the contracts that 
are in. Higher rentals have not been 
attained everywhere, but in a large 
number of instances they have. Ad- 
ditionally there are more films in 


the top-bracket groups this year than | 


ever before. 

A backlog of 1939-40 film on which 
\exhibitors have stalled dates, delib- 
erately in some cases, has made it 








Finis In RKO Marathon 


Final formal order in the seven 
and a half years of the RKO bank- 
ruptcy, receivership, and reorganiza- 
tion, in N. Y. federal court, came 
through Friday (4) when Judge Wil- 
liam Bondy signed a formal order 
approving the payment of allowances 
to attorneys and the Atlas Corp. for 
their services. 

Total amount to be paid by RKO 
is $640,747.40 plus 120,000 shares of 
RKO common to go to Atlas at a 
value of $3 a share. 


De Courville-UA 
Talk Production 
Deal in the U.S. 


Albert de Courville, English indie 
producer, is talking a deal with 














Readjustment of production setups 
of most picture companies to meet 
depleted revenue possibilities from 
the foreign field has been given the 
green light by Wall Street. Which 
means that there will be no stalling 
on loans for picture production for 
the next 18 months or two years. 

Trend towards higher admission 
prices wherever conditions permit, 
upped film rentals and a boom pros- 
pect because of defense preparations, 
all figure in this liberal attitude. 
Basically, money is ‘easy,’ with 
plenty of it ready for loans. 

There’s more in this Wall Street 
slant, which discounts the present 
depreciated prices for which film 
company shares are seiling, than 
these factors, however. 

With financial structures adjusted 
and production system realigned, 
banking houses are attracted by the 
‘cash’ operating angle if for no other 
reason than it is a method highly 
preferred to those employed by other 
industrial companies. They realize 
that the film business is so geared 
that it means rapid turnover on 
loans, 

Money at 4% to 5% 

Film companies presently are able 

to obtain loans for as low as 4% and 





| Murray Silverstone, United Artists, 
| chief, in New York, to produce in 
|this country for UA release. De 


5% with even lower rate available- 
able for certain companies requir- 
ing only 90-day loans. Reason for 


|Courville made four pictures in this, besides the easing in the money 


| England for UA distribution. He 
|came to this country about a year 
| ago. 
Director and writer as well as pro- 
ducer, de Courville has turned out 
pictures in England at various times 
| for Gaumont-British and Metro. His 


market, is that few banking houses 
figure on foreign losses as entering 
into the ability of the producer to 
|}pay up on time. Nearly all film 
| companies have readjusted their 
| amortization tables to figure in the 
| domestic market for the vast bulk 


‘ 


possible to delay certain buying this | last, released in Britain as ‘An Eng-|of revenue during the first six 


long. 


| few buyers who have been getting 


along thus far on ’39-40 product de- 


sector, ‘That portion of the billions appropriated for national | layed in dating, plus 1940-41 pictures 
defense which will go to wages will be circulated freely and the | under carryover deals negotiated last 


theatre man will come into his share of the increased spending. 
Popular-priced amusements are inevitably due for a substantial 
new prosperity. 

It seems the part of wisdom that showmen should make their 
plans to cope with the new conditions. 
refurbishment of equipment should not longer be delayed. Or-| 
ders for material should be placed as early as possible to take) 
advantage of prevailing prices and to avoid delays of delivery| 
and installation which follow general orders that Government 
business shall have preferment in supplies and transportation. 


—_———___ 


| 
It’s not only an individual problem for each showman, An) 
entire industry must weigh the future and make broad plans to | 


take full advantage of the opportunities presented. | 


John Maxwell, 63, Dies; 
Headed $200,000,000 glen Ne, 
Pix Empire in England | 2" seven children. 





British Instructional Films, Ltd., and | 
Pathe Pictures, Ltd., the latter being 
Monogram’s distributor outlet in | 


Very Active 
London, Oct. 8. The death of John 
John Maxwell, 63, chairman and| keenly felt in New York, especial 





Managing director of Associated among Paramount officials. Three 
British Pictures Corp., Ltd. died | features, ‘Jamaica Inn,’ ‘Beach- 
here Thursday (2) of diabetes fol-| comber’ and ‘London After Dark,’ 


lowing a protracted illness. he | which were released in the U. S. by! 


various film enterprises he headed} Paramount, were jointly financed by 

were capitalized at more than $200,-| Par and Maxwell. 

000,000, While he was not regarded as a, 
Originally a Glasgow, Scotland,| veteran in Great Britain’s film in- 

solicitor, Maxwell went into the film! dustry, Maxwell was viewed as one 

business here in 1912 as an exhibitor. | of its most active newcomers. 














oo Dent, now sales manager of 

ssociated British, induced him to 

extend his interests to production | SIEGEL SHIFTS FROM 
associated with Wardour Films, Ltd., 

an independent distribution com- 

lic eye while its board chairman. Hollywood, Oct. 8. | 
Then Maxwell went into production; Sol C. Siegel is moving over from 
Ltd. Subsequently, he joined this| ducer. At Republic the last four, 
company with his Associated British! years he handled the studio’s top 
Prominent 

ibitor group. 


and distribution. r 
istribution. Later he became REP. T0 PAR PRODUCER 
Pany, which he brought into the pub- 
with British International Pictures,| Republic to Paramount as a pro-| 
circuit and Wardour to make a product after breaking in as a pro-| 
Associated British 


Ra teil? . : : | 
producer-distributor-ex- | ducer of action pictures. 

He makes the move after con 
also controls ing ‘Sis Hopkins.’ 


ylet- 


That long-deferred| for the new season. 


year or On a couple buys negotiated 
earlier to meet fall requirements. 

In other words, some exhibs have 
already signed for perhaps two or 
three programs and are rolling with 
their ’40-41 film but have been stall- 
ing on the additional deals necessary 
They are in 
there pitching now on the remaining 
buys that will have to be made. 


Quality Objections 





| Plenty of objections have been in- 
| terposed by various exhibitors look- 
ling for 


bargaining advantages, 
among them squawks to individual 
companies that their last 
(1939-40) product didn’t 
well. Demands for adjustments on 
the °39-40 buys as a condition of 
writing a new contract also have 
been made but declared that this 
year the distributors have been less 
willing to yield than in former years 
when undated film didn’t have to be 
picked up, reversions under the con- 
tracts were made, credits given, etc. 

In some cases, where franchises 

(Continued on page 22) 


ecewall Se PAUL STEIN TO MAKE 


PIX FOR SELECT IN U.S. 


Paul L. Stein, foreign director who 
has made pictures also in America 
for major companies, is coming over 
in about a month to produce for Se- 
lect Pictures. George Richfield, attor- 
ney representing the film company, 
left Saturday (5) by clipper for Lon- 
don to finalize the contract. Under it 
Stein will make three films in the 
oe 

One of these may be made in Ber- 
muda, where Select is trying to in- 
duce the British government to set 
up studios. While abroad Richfield 
also will discuss a one-picture deal 
with Robert Donat. 


E. L. McEvoy, v.p. and general 


sales manager of Select, set the deal | 


with Stein. Director had made pic- 
tures in the past for Metro, UA, War- 
ners and RKO, both 
England. 


year’s | 
stack up 


here and in| 


Reported there are quite a|/ishman’s Home,’ is now being dis-| months. 


tribbed in this country by Columbia 

|as ‘Mad Men of Europe.’ Metro re- 
| cently had in release his ‘Lambeth 
| Walk.’ 





Warner Bros.’ Patriotic 
Contribution to All WB 
Men Called to Service 


Warner Bros. has informed all its 








‘employees by inter-office memo that | 


| 


they will receive leave of absence 
from their posts for the National 
Guard or under conscription, with 
the same or similar positions to 
await them on their return, 

For those who have been with the 
company 
will pay an extra two weeks’ salary 
on leaving for service and also will 
| give consideration to payment of 
monthly sums to them or their de- 
pendents while away, this to be de-' 
pendent on the financial circum- 
stances, etc. 
| Also, WB has informed employees 
that it will not be necessary for them 
to pay dues to the Warner Club but 
that all benefits except for sickness 
will continue in force during their 
absence, 

Under the group insurance which 
Warners has with Metropolitan Life, 
the company will assume payment of 
all premiums, it also informs. Ben- 
efits under this insurance will re-| 
main except for sickness and 
dental death. 


Jas. Roosevelt’s 5 Pix For | 


Bronston Through UA 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

James Roosevelt closed a deal to 
produce five features for Samuel 
Bronston Productions, to be released 
through United Artists. First is 
‘Martin Eden,’ based on a story by 
Jack London. Bronston recently ob- 
tained first refusal on any of the no- 
velist’s stories. 
| Henry Henigson fs slated as pro- 
duction manager of the five pictures. 
| ‘Eden’ goes into production in De- 
| cember. 


accli- 








one year or longer, WB} 


| pleaded not guilty. 


Steadiness of film issues in the 
| present all-time dull stock market is 
| rated in the Street as reflecting con- 
| fidence of banker interests in the 
ability of picture company executive 
personnel to golve the problem pre- 
sented by losses in the foreign ter- 
ritory. 

Another angle which is pleasing 
to picture company officials is that 
| already there have been preliminary 
| expressions in banking circles re- 
| garding the 5-unit picture selling, 
|under the consent decree. Where 
some difficulty originally was feared 
because of this bulking of several 
pictures, few indicate the slightest 
doubt over ability to obtain neces- 
| sary loans to finance production un- 
der the 5-picture setup. As ex- 
plained by Wall Street men, it dif- 
fers little from the present lineup 
|on production. They aver that a 
majority of film companies always 
are five to 15 or more pictures ahead 
of actual releasing schedule. This 
means that five pictures will be 
ready to go out on the market at 
stated intervals, possibly every 
five weeks. While net ready to go 
into effect until next September, ma- 
jority of opinion in the Street is 
that absolutely no difficulty will be 
encountered in the matter of financ- 





| ing production. 


SCHENCK TAX CASE 
COMES TO BAT NOV. 15 


Trial of Joseph M. Schenck's tax 
case was set by the Government for 
Nov. 15 in N. Y. federal court, the 
indictments to be tried one at a time. 
Mathias Correa, U. S. attorney, prom- 
ised to inform Harold H. Corbin, 
new counsel] for Schenck, by Oct. 13 
which would be tried first. 

Joseph M. Moskowitz, 
N. Y. representative, will also be 
tried simultaneously, excepting on 
one point. Both film men have 
Trial was origi- 
nally supposed to get under way Oct. 
7, but the adjournment was granted 


Schenck’s 


‘due to the death of Max D. Steuer, 
| Schenck’s original counsel. 


FILM SELLING SPEEDS UP 


Money Is ‘Easy’ in Wall St. for Film 


Purposes; Consent Decrees 5-Pix 
Units Will Encounter Few Hurdles 


> 
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CONSENT DECREE FACES FURTHER 
TEST OF EXHIBITOR RESISTANCE 


Chance of Blocking Sales 


As Court Agrees to Listen to Theatre Side— | 
MPTOA and ITOA Lead Opposition 


re tn a i ON 


———e 


Of People and Places 


By THE SKIRT 





Re Beet Dressed Woman of the Week 
JANE FROMAN 
Paramount Theatre 








| 
| 


| Fields’ ‘Caesar’ Yarn 


in Groups of Five Grows 





Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
W. C. Fields is gagging up a yarn, 
to carry the title of ‘J. Caesar,’ which 








Washington, Oct. 8. 

Unable to reach final agree- 
ment on the proposed consent 
decree after an all-day session 
here today (Tues.), meeting was 
adjourned until Thursday morn- 
ing (10) when Department of 
Justice representatives and offi- 
cials-attorneys of Paramount, 
RKO, Warner Bros., Metro and 
20th-Fox will continue huddles 
in New York. 

Robert Sher, James C, Hayes 
and Robert H. Wright of the D. 
of J.. go to New York for the 
meeting. They were closeted 
here today with George J. 
Schaefer and William Mallard 
(RKO); Richard E. Dwight and 
Bertram Shipman (20th); Austin 
Keough and Thomas D. Thacher 
(Par); Nicholas M. Schenck and 
J. Robert Rubin (Metro); and 
Joseph H. Hazen and Robert 
Perkins (WB). This same group 
will meet with the Government 
reps in N. Y. Thursday (10). 





Prospect of blocking the sale of 
pictures in packages of five under 
the proposed consent decree, either 
getting this provision eliminated en- 
tirely or, under a compromise, ob- 
taining a suitable cancellation priv- 
ilege, has developed with Judge 
Henry W. Goddard indicating to ex- 
hibition forces that he will listen to 
their side of the story. Because ex- 
hibitors are not party to the consent 
decree proceedings, it is questionable 
whether the court will permit them 
to intervene, but willingness of | 
Judge Goddard to hear the theatre 
operating objections is regarded as 
a highly favorable sign. 

Should the judge permit exhibs to | 
intervene, they may carry the case | 
to the Circuit Court of Appeals un- | 
less getting action. Otherwise, they | 
will merely appear as a friend of | 
the court under ‘amicus curiae’ status | 
and, in that position, be permitted to 
lodge their complaints, make recom- 
mendations, etc. 

At the mass meeting in Washing- 
ton, Sept. 3, exhibitor leaders and 
spokesman for chains sought to get 
the Department of Justice to redraft 
the consent decree, excluding the 
plan to market film in groups of five, 
but Thurman Arnold refused to take 
that step. However, he indicated he 
would recommend to judge God- 
dard that the exhibition field be 
given voice in some way. Now the 
Federal court justice has agreed to 

do so. There was some question 
whether he would. 
Postponed a Week 

Company executives and attorneys 
for Paramount, Metro, 20th-Fox, 
Warners and RKO met in New York, 
Monday (7) and yesterday (Tues- 
day) were in Washington to huddle 
with Arnold and Dept. of Justice 
representatives on formal consent to 
the settlement agreement as worked 
out prior to presentation to the court. 
Originally scheduled for Monday 
(7), postponement was taken by 
Judge Goddard until next Tuesday 
(15). 

At that time it’s expected leaders of 
exhibitor associations and chains will 

(Continued on page 
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Par Theatre Partners 
Converge on N. Y. For 


Confabs, Film Deals 


Coming in partly on film deals that 
remain to be set and also on home 
office conferences with Paramount | 
executives, Harry David, operator of 
Par’s Intermountain chain in the | 
Utah region; Vincent McFaul, of the | 
Publix-Shea circuit in the Buffalo | 
territory; Hunter Perry, operator of 
the Virginia string; and Eugene 
Levy, upstate New York partner, | 
converged on N.Y. over the weekend. 

Perry and Levy came in for only 
a couple days, while David and Mc- | 
Faul will remain a week or so on| 
various matters which they have to | 
discuss. David’s trip east follows a} 
visit into his territory two weeks ago | 
by Sam Dembow, Jr., and Leonard | 
Goldenson. | 

John J. Friedl, northwestern Par | 
operator, is due east in a week or so. | 





7% 
a 


| principal 
| meeting of the local body which em- 


| Illinois. 
| undoubtedly would be made because | yiolations that occur in such places 


| the terms of the decree. 


he hopes to star in after completing 
‘The Bank Dick’ at Universal. 

He is trying to interest Universal 
in the story as a starring piece. His 
last three pictures have been made 
at the valley studio. 


Buell in PRC Setup 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Joe Buell has signed with Produc- 
ers Releasing Corp. to handle the 
second of the four production units | 
under the company’s new plan, First | 


snd atecongenr? new pnt Charge Breach 


originally scheduled to handle all the 

company’s product, but Harry Rath- La 
Of Sunday Laws 
By N. Y. Theatres 


ner, president of the outfit, is dicker- 
Stern warning from city authori- 


ing with two more producers to head 
the other two units. 

ties that there will be trouble unless 
New York theatres stop violating the 











Buell’s first picture is ‘Heaven on 
a Dime,’ slated to start about Oct. 
20. 


Ed Kuykendall Reviews 
Consent’s Shortcomings 








sell tickets before 12 o’clock noon on 
that day has been received by the 
managers of most of the downtown 


_ At Midwest Indie Conv. 
picture houses. Some neighborhood 


St. Louis, Oct. 8. theatres, operated independently, are 
That the MPTOA is mulling the ‘also concerned. 


idea of filing amicus curiae proceed-| Threat of action is declared to) 
ings in court when the proposed con-| have come first from the License | 
sent decree is finally brought before Department, with the police follow- | 
Judge H. W. Goddard in New York | ing through to investigate complaints 
was the assertion made here last | and check on any violations, if con- 
week by Ed Kuykendall, prez of the | tinued. Sources intimate that clergy- 
national body, who was guest and|men have been watching the thea- 
speaker at the annual |tres and registered squawks with the 
License Commissioner. 


; Churchmen are also keeping an} 
Kuykendall said the move eye on barrooms, it is said, reporting 


| 








braces eastern Missouri and southern 


exhibs had not been consulted about | when keeping open later than the | 


' ' : law permits, or in opening too early | 
[An amicus curiae is an interven- | on Sundays. 
tionist who can be heard only by| Film theatres in the Broadway sec- 
the leave of the court and for its as-\tor have been opening earlier than 
sistance.] ...|noon on Sunday right along, it is 
‘I am not sure that the court will \claimed, some of them quite regu- 
grant ws a hearing,’ Kuykendall de-|jarly, others now and then. Position 
clared, ‘but I do know that if the | of some of the managers is that they 
decree does go into effect with the | onen early because certain competi- 
present objectionable 


blockbooking plan and the provision | §}m houses in the downtown area 


destroy small exhibitors, the! with 
very ones it pretends to protect.’ 
The consent decree, according to half-hour earlier 
Kuykendall, was the outgrowth of | crowds are on hand. 
some contentions, quarreling 
disagreements. 


various houses 


because 
In the nabes 


——_—_—————— 





| gown is outstanding in its well cut lines and simplicity. 


. | j rj “de 4 -li 4 é in 
Sunday opening law by starting to| frock has a dotted skirt with jacket-like top of a dark plain material. 


| The cast of this picture sounds like old home week, among those present, 


| inged. 


| much for her first frock of pastel shadings. 


| this outfit Miss Pickens wore one of John Fredericks’ 





. | under ruffles and Florence Foster 
five-picture | tors have been doing it. Virtually all| with diamonds instead of the petals 


a 


Jane Froman at a Matinee 


The Paramount theatre isn’t cluttered up with the young jitterbugs, now 
that school is open, or maybe Frankie Masters’ band is too quiet for then, 
At any rate Wednesday found the Paramount sparsely filled for the two 
to five performances. Two to five, do you get that? Three hours is a long 
time to spend in any film house. 


Johnny Barnes, a young tap dancer, wore the conventional sports out. 
fit, tan coat and gray trousers. His imitation of Bill Robinson was some. 
thing. Marion Francis was nifty in a black net evening gown. 
top extended well over the hips ending in points. 
rated the brunette tresses. The piece de resistance of the show was the 
return of Jane Froman. Here is a standout among women singers. The 
dress worn by Miss Froman for the two o'clock show was of ice blue 
net over a white foundation. The neck line was square cut and there 
was a trimming of what seemed to be diamond studed inserts in the bij- 
lowy skirt and bodice. 


The picture, ‘I Want a Divorce,’ with Joan Blondeil-Dick Powell com- 
bination, is just one of those things. Joan Blondell is a wise-cracking 
girl of the usual pattern floating through the picture in a well chosen 
wardrobe. A black lace evening gown is outstanding. Chenille dots 
decorate the square cut bodice. Many tailored clothes are worn and 
Miss Blondell must have a penchant for pointed collars as every dress 
has the same design. One thing is noted, Miss Blondell is just as much 
at home in flowing house gowns as the little tailored suits. 
becoming to this young woman. 
Sailor type. 

Gloria Dickson as a character out of what is now known as Cafe Society 
is dressed to the limit: Carefully coiffeured, her head is at all times almost 
too well groomed, but it sets off the tiny hats she affects. A lame house- 


Another long 


The jet 
A white flower deco. 


Hats are 
All off the face, they run to the Breton 


Frank Fay, Harry Davenport, Conrad Nagei and Roscoe Ates. 


Thanks for Chorus In Hosiery 


Ed Wynn is presenting himself in a show that is a knockout. To be 
sure it is too long and that will probabiy be altered but, it is to be 
hoped without lessening Wynn’s own stuff. He has never been funnier 
and there isn’t one suggestive line in the show. All the girls are stock- 
They are of the mesh type with credits to NateLewis. This de- 
partment has crusaded for years against bare legs. No leg is pretty with- 
out stockings and Wynn has had the courage and the showmanship to 
face the expense. 

Jane Pickens has come along way from her vaudeville and radio days. 
Today she blossoms forth as a worthwhile prima donna. Didn't care 
From then on she showed a 
A white chiffon was lovely in its crisscross bodice 
and full skirt. A cerise had four ruffles banded in jet. Suede gloves 
were heavily studded. Outstanding was a saphire blue velvet gown, 
and a street suit of black velvet was worn with the new glass shoes. With 
nightmares. All 
the hats were done by this firm and they were the screwiest set of hats 
ever to grace a stage. The clothes worn by the chorus were all well 
designed credits to Veronica. 

Eight of the smarter night clubs get a great plug as each girl came 
down a flight of stairs dressed as only a Broadway show girl parade can 
dress. A ballet number was lovely, in pale blue long dresses heavily 
petaled in the same material. Sally Craven wore black satin with blue 
was dressed the same as the chorus 


well chosen wardrobe. 


There was a Mexican number, the girls wearing the usual colorful 


| for non-trade arbitration boards, this | have been guilty at some time or| dresses. Some were of a bronze material, some senoritas were in yellow 
fight is just beginning because it will| other of violating the Sunday law,| and black with huge sequins. In fact, sequins ran amuck in this show. In 
the frequently | this Mex number one wonders how the nude figures growing out of cactus 
throwing the doors open an hour or| sneaked into the picture, a little touch of Jake that crept into the show. 
large | There was a red and blue number outstanding. 


But the wonder of all was 


the outfitting of the models, four in all, done by no one but our Ed Wynn. 
and | where RKO and Loew’s strictly ad- | 


He deplored the fact | here to the Sunday opening regula-| awe how men dressmakers took on a piece of material and presto the 


Familiar to any one who knows their vaudeville, one remembers with 


that it eliminated the exhibitors’ | tions, some indies have jumped the| dress was completed with a few twists of the wrists and a few pins. Ed 


present cancellation privileges and | gun now and then. 
that references to clearance were S50 | At the office of License Commis- 
vague and hard to understand that | sioner Paul Moss, a spokesman de- 


| Wynn handled those pins like an expert. 


The wedding outfit was too 
lovely. 


The white finale was a dream picture and only here does the milliner 


it was doubtful if any exhib would | clared that in the event of violations | get credit, those huge white coque hats and muffs were masterpieces. 


be benefited. “The attorneys for the 


on which an arrest was made by the 


Renee DeMarco was dressed as only this slim young woman can dress 


producers and the Dept. of Justice | police, a hearing would be held with | There wasn’t a single flop. A black panne velvet was lined with a deep 
just had something too hot and were |the penalty depending on the cir-| shade of blue. A white cutout design decorated one side. Her white out- 





| 








Studio Contracts 








just looking for some place to lay it,’ | eumstances. 
the speaker declared. 
Touching on the five-picture block, | 
would simply set in three ‘clucks’ WB Says it Would Have 
with a couple of good pictures and | ; ° 
then cram the entire lot down the | Preferred Bund § Suit 
| that MPTOA had promised the Dept. 
of Justice that it would try to work 
along with it but that the proposed | 
The $5,000,000 libel suit of the 
Urging less Governmental inter- |German-American Bund against 
erence with the motion picture in- | Warner Bros. production of ‘Confes- 
dustry, which he declared was well 
Wednesday (2) in N. Y. federal 
| Kuykendall asserted that the indus- court. The other plaintiff in the ac- 
try has always been ready and will- |tion, Fritz Kuhn, erstwhile Bund 
tax burden but should not be sub- Clinton Prison (N. Y.) for stealing 
jected to inequitable taxes. He quot- | Bund funds, was granted until Nov. 
ed the late Woodrow Wilson as say- | 15 to decide whether to follow the 
|\Should he decide on the 
course, he will have no attorney, as 
| Vahan 
Knox that he was withdrawing as he 
‘didn’t want to represent Kuhn.’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 8. Withdrawal of the suit did not 
option. |antly agreed to the end of the ac- 
Jeanne Kelly drew an acting pact |tion. Stanleigh P. Friedman, vice- 
at Universal. | President and general counsel of the 


Kuykendall stated that the producers 
| throats of the exhibs. He also said - 

To Trial; Now Dropped 

| decree was unworkable. 
sions of a Nazi Spy’ was dropped 

|able to work out its own problems, 
ing to carry its share of the national |fuehrer, now serving a term in 
(Continued on page 10) action of the Bund or to prosecute. 
|resented him, told judge John C. 
Warners picked up Maris Wrixon’s | please Warner Bros. which reluct- 
Metro handed Kay Rohrer a play- film company, told the court that 


er ticket. |since the charges made in the film 
Eddie Albert inked new deal at | against the Bund and the Nazi party 
Warners. 


in general were true, and Warners 
desired to prove it in court. The 
film showed German spies operating 
in the U. S., propagating Nazi phil- 
osophy here, drilling with swastikas, 
etc. The Bund claimed that the film 
lied when it portrayed subversive 


Republic signed Jane Frazee to 
play in three pictures, 

Superior court approved Nina 
Orla’s minor contract with Univer- 
sal, 

Elliott Paul drew a writing pact 
at Metro. 





| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


fit was a white skirt with feathered bodice. Linings and slippers were red. 


At La Conga 

Memories crowd in on entering La Conga Club. It was Casa Cubana, 
Monte Carlo, Club Maurice and Gallagher's. Today Conga is Havana 
The murals are all scenes from that Caribbean jitterbug spot, Eddie Le- 
Baron, a tall, handsome fellow, leads his men with the air of one who is 
enjoying himself as well as the customers. In white tie and tails, his men 
in blue mess jackets and black trousers. 

Floor show reflects good direction. Monsieur Galvan, a double for 
Caesar Romero, has surrounded himself with two other men and three 
girls. Galvan is a whiz in his spins and the entire six can take medals 
for their intricate Argentine steps. The girls appear first in the costumes 
of their famous south. Colored prints on a white background with red 
lining are worn with tiny flowered hats. Heavy necklaces are about the 


throat. Halter necked dresses follow, of a brown print. Rosita Rios i 
a plump little brunette and wears a pale blue organza evening gown 
| Gloria Belmonte, dancing with Ramon Serrano, is of Spanish origin. She 


latter | 


alenderian, who had rep-| 





activities on its part. 


wears a two-ruffied dress of a dotted silk with edgings of green, the neck- 
line comprises much fringe and in her hair is a huge tortoise and diamond 
comb. Serrano is in the usual high type trousers of tan with black short 
jacket, green vest and wide black sailor hat. High spot in evening is the 
dancing of Harris, Claire and Shannon. Harris in ultra gray tails. Miss 
Claire is a pretty blonde, while her mate is brunette and equally pretty. 
They wore this show black and white. Each dress had wide red velvet 
belts with matching medalli. This team seemed picture material. Joh 


a a Puerto Rican, is of the Cab Calloway type, kayoing the 
iners, 





The Jenkins Salon 


If the women aren't weli dressed this winter it will be their own fault 
and not the fault of the American designer. Clothes have seldom been 
so fascinating. This is said each year, but it goes double now. For 
example, Elinor and Frank Jenkins had their press showing Tuesday at 
five with cocktails. Wonder what some of these press girls dream about 
after seeing one of these showings. Often notoriously bad dressers them- 
selves, do the manikins parading the last word in style, upset the career 
gals or are they too preoccupied? 

The Jenkins salon is done is white with drapes or gun-metal, with one 
window hung in white organdie. Elinor Jenkins is a pint-sized gal and 
that goes for hubby Frank too. Viola Shefer refers to them as the Lunt 
and Fontaine of the fashion world. Especially beautiful were the dinner 
frocks, The street costumes were lovely too, and worn ‘with sumptious 
furs. And the jewels. They were by Flato. 
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GROSSES DOWN, 





Director Sam Posen’s Sweeping 


Stockholders 





A stockholder suit against Univer- 
sal Pictures Corp. and others was 
filed in N. Y. supreme court, Friday 
(4), by Samuel I. Posen, director of 
Universal, and owner of 100 shares 
of common and 50 of first preferred; 
Celia Braun, owner of 90 shares of 
preferred, and Esther M. Tolmach, 
owner of 190 preferred. Other de- 
fendants in the action, which seeks 
an accounting among its numerous 
charges, are J. Cheever Cowdin, 
Standard Capital Co., Inc.; Univer- 
sal Corp., Universal Pictures Co., 
Inc.; Big-U Film Exchange, Inc.; 
Western Electric Co., Inc.; Electrical 
Research Products, Inc.; Eastman 
Kodak Co., Charles R. Rogers, J. 
Arthur Rank, George N. Armsby, 
Lawrence W. Fox, Jr.; Daniel M. 
Schaefer, Preston Davie, Paul G. 
Brown, Willis H. Taylor, Jr.; Ottavio 
Procket, Samuel Spring, Williard S. 
McKay, Budd Rogers, Daniel C. 
Collins, Robert H. Cochrane. 

The plaintiffs list many charges in 
their action, some of the most im- 
portant of which are that Cowdin 
on Jan. 15, 1935, at the suggestion of 
ERPI, formed Standard Capital 
Cerp. for the financing of pictures. 
It is claimed tha? Standard is wholly 
under the domination of Cowdin. It 
is claimed that some time later, Cow- 
din, Standard Capital, Rank and 
Rogers joined in a conspiracy to ac- 


(Continued on page 22) 


10% Net Profit On 
Chaplin Guaranteed By 
UA As With ‘GWTW’ 


Seeking 70% straight from the 
first dollar for ‘Great Dictator’ in 
emulation of the sales policy which 
figured for Metro’s ‘Gone With 
Wind,’ United Artists is also con- 
sidering deals under which a 10% 
guarantee to the exhibitor will be 
included, it has been indicated to 
large buyers. Metro also negotiated 
contracts embracing the 10% profit 
on an engagement where agreement 
was reached in advance by both 
sides on what the overhead would 
be. 

Unofficial buyer opinion expressed 
is that probably the Chaplin picture 
is worth the 70% rental demands 
made, plus increased admissions as 
with ‘Gone’ because it has a ready- 
made audience for it and for a long 
time has received much publicity, 
buildup, etc. 

One of the first ‘Dictator’ deals in 
negotiation is with Balaban & Katz. 
Jack Schlaifer, western division 
manager, is now in Chicago discuss- 
ing it with John Balaban. 

Buyers have not yet been in- 
formed concerning Walt Disney's 
‘Fantasia’ which is being roadshown 
at the start by Disney, with special 
booth equipment a requisite, nor 
have they received any inkling to 
date as to what the next move will 
be with ‘Gone.’ 

Not expected that ‘Gone’ will be 
sold on general release until after 
Jan. 1. Probability is that it will 
be re-played in theatres formerly 
booking it but at lower prices. Due 
to its length, it may not even be 
offered to many of the lower-quality 
Subsequent run theatres. Picture 
has not been promised as a general 
release item on the 1940-41 Metro 
program, 











Chaplin Set in Chi 


: Chicago, Oct. 8. 

Chaplin’s ‘Great Dictator’ opens at 
two Balaban & Katz houses Oct. 31, 
playing the Apollo on a twice-daily 
reserved seat policy at a $1.10 and 
$1.65 tap. Pic plays the Roosevelt 
using same policy as ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ house scaled at 75c for mati- 
nees and reserved seats in the eve- 
ning at $1.10. 

‘Gone’ closes its Chicago run Oct. 
20 after 39 weeks in the Loop. 

Oods will revert to former subse- 
quent run grind policy unless some 
Toadshow pic happens along. 


’ Suit Vs. Universal 





Buck Jones’ Col. Serial 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

Buck Jones moves over to the Co- 
lumbia studio Nov. 12 to play the 
lead in the Larry Darmour serial, 
‘White Eagle.’ 

Currently he is doing a top role 
in ‘Riders of Death Valley’ for Uni- 
versal. 


BIG BATTLE OF 
THE BLUE LAWS 
INPA. NOV. 5 


——_—_—. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 


The biggest test between liberal 
forces and bluenosers since the en- 
'actment of the Sunday film law in 
1935 will take place Nov. 5. Rival- 
ling the Willkie versus F. D. R. con- 
test in interest will be the vote on 
'the Sabbath film question to be taken 
{in 141 municipalities in Pennsylvania 
having a total population of 1,626,237 
—roughly 20% of the State’s total. 

In 43 municipalities the ‘blue law’ 
adherents will try to reverse the 
decision of five years ago ‘that per- 
mitted Sunday pix. (Under State 
law vote on the question can be 
taken at five-year intervals by peti- 
| tion). 

In 98 other municipalities the 
church forces will be on the defen- 
'sive, fighting to preserve the status 
{quo where Sunday films were re- 
|jected in 1935 and the question was 
| revived this year by liberal Sunday 
proponents. The voting is skedded 
to take place in 21 third class cities, 
110 boroughs and 10 townships. 

The blue law forces, headed by 
Dr. WaB. Forney, general secretary 
of the Lords Day Alliance, decided 
not to revive the issue in the three 
largest cities — Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burgh and Scranton—where Sunday 
pix were approved by 2-1 majorities 
in 1935. 

Largest city voting on the Sunday 
| film question is Reading with a pop- 
j}ulation of 111,171, with Allentown, 
| 92,563, ranking second. These two 
| cities rejected Sabbath pix in 35. 
| Three cities which approved the open 
Sunday five years ago, set for an- 
other vote this year are DuBois, 
[Lock Haven and Easton. Other third 




















class cities voting on the question 
lare New Castle, Beaver Falls, | 


Altoona, Butler, Johnstown, Clear- 
field, Harrisburg, Connellsville, Lan- 
| caster, Lebanon, Hazleton, Williams- 
port, Bethlehem and Sunbury. None 
|of these has Sabbath films at pres- 
‘ent. 

The referenda have been author- 
ized in 47 of the State’s 67 counties. 





—— ——— 


| 


RUSH OF COLOR PIX 
TAX TECHNI CAPACITY 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 


ing at capacity, is assured of a top 
‘load during the fall and winter 
months by four tinted features now 
in work and five more slated for 
early filming. 

Laboratory has been busy for sev- 
eral weeks turning out prints of 
| ‘Northwest Mounted Police’ for Para- 
j}mount; ‘Down Argentine Way’ for 
20th-Fox; ‘Thief of Bagdad’ for Alex- 
ander Korda, and ‘Fantasia’ for Walt 
| Disney, in addition to the regular 
| run of shorts. 








~ 


Walsh Sees Red 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 





| dan co-starrer, ‘Strawberry Blonde’. 


| Both principals are redheads. 


Technicolor plant, currently work- | 


Warners assigned Raoul Walsh to! at newsreel 
direct the James Cagney-Ann Sheri- | Consequently any yarn would have. 
!to hold over until the next edition, | 
| two or four days later. | 





BUT NET UP 





THEATRES PUT 
HOUSE ODER 


Paradox Is a Challenge to 
Hollywood — Exhibition 
End Appraises Itself for 

First Nine Months of 1940. 

and Sees Proportionate Siee| 

crease in Net Profit to Off- 


set the Actual Money 





| 
| 
' 


OFF 24, TO 5% 


| 
| 








Taking the country as a whole, 
grosses in the film theatres so far 
this year are running behind the 


same three-quarters in 1939 but the 
drop in receipts at the boxoffice is 
being made up by a proportionate 
increase in the net profits shown. 
It’s usually the other way around. 


More attention to the theatres, 
tighter operation, enforcement of 
the best possible policies to suit 
each situation, general economies 
effected and improvement in man- 
agement are cited as among reasons 
why the money position is better 





being chalked up as in 1939. 


Striking an average for the coun- 
try, figures would indicate that 
grosses the first nine months this 
| year (1940) are off between 2% and 
|5%. This is not an alarming drop, 
| particularly in view of the fact that 
|since Jan. 1 last the country and 
| industry, not the least of them films 
have been in a hectic state as war 
|advanced. Other uncertainties have 
also affected attendance and were it 
not for the fact there have been ad- 
mission tilts here and there, particu- 
larly for ‘Gone With Wind,’ the de- 
| cline might have been greatev. 
Dollar Goes Farther 


Best available figures would show 
that although not much money is 
coming in, due to the manner in 
which theatres are now being op- 
erated, the position on earnings is 
better also by between 242 and 5%. 
In other words the decline so far 
has been met by making each dol- 
lar go far enough on the books to 
fully offset the condition at the~b.o. 

While what the theatres are go- 
ing may amount to a challenge to 
Hollywood to put its house in order 
so that money results on the books 
will be sufficient to take care of the 
shrinkage suffered by the film mar- 
ket—in other words spending less 
| so that the earnings will be higher— 











| the Coast no doubt will have a de- 
fense to enter. 

A higher quality of pictures, keep- 
|ing the grosses from dipping fur- 
| ther than they have, in all probabil- 
ity has figured so far as the thea- 
|tres are concerned. Better film 
| deals by the buyers is another angle, 
|plus more care in booking. Were 
| the distributors getting more rental, 
| then the money position of the the- 
| atres in the face of dwindling gross- 
es would differ 
deals. 





according to the 


U.S.N. COOPERATIVE NOW 


NN. Ze Officials Making 1 Easier for 
Newsreels 
| ——— 
| Complaints of newsreel companies 
that any sort of news story concern- 
ing the U. S. Navy was delayed in 
|release because of the inadequate 
| censorship setup has produced a new 
| ruling which facilitates such news- 
|reel censoring. By the new order, 
the Navy Dept. in New York holds 
open the Navy bureau for censoring 
j}up until midnight both Monday and 
Wednesday (the two newsreel! edi- 
tion days). 
Previously there was nobody 
available at the Navy bureau to look 
pictures after 4 p.m. 


| 


’| against him charging possession 


+ 


Film Story Editors Reappraise 
~ Inroads from European Literary 


It's Not Too Acute 





Market, Decide 


Tony Martin for ‘Ziggy’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. | 

Tony Martin gets the. male lead, 
surrounded by Hedy Lamarr, Judy | 
Garland and Lana Turner, in Metro’s 





Downbeat ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ which rolls Oct. 18, 


with Robert Z. Leonard directing. 
Studio is dickering with Martin for 
a term contract. | 


U.S. STEPS IN 


ON ‘OBSCENE’ 
FILMS 


| 





St. Louis, Oct. 8. 
U. S. postal and state authorities 
are seeking to uncover an alleged | 


| interstate ring trafficking in obscene | 
whereas not as many admissions are | 


films, following a raid last week on | 
a basement cinema in a residence | 
land the seizure of 107 reels and 
|Lloyd V. Hutton, the tenant. Hut-! 
|ton, a shoeworker, who doubled 
las an exhib at night, is held in City 
| Jail in default of $10,000 bonds on a 
| Federal charge of possessing obscene 
films shipped in interstate commerce. 
|A state .warrant also was issued 
| of 
| obscene films. 
| A p.o,. inspector who accompanied 
local gendarmes on the raid said he 
was communicating with Federal 
agents in other states after Hutton is 
| alleged to have indicated there was 
widespread traffic in such films. The 
pinch was made after a complaint 
was made. Hutton’s house was/| 
| placed under surveillance and nu- | 
| merous express package deliveries | 
were seen made. Cops reported that | 
| Hutton had built up an extensive 
‘library’ of obscene films by making 
| copies of those received. His theatre | 
| had a seating capacity of 30. 


SAG LISTS NOMINEES | 
“FOR ADVISORY COUNCIL 


Regular slate of nominee for the 
advisory council of the New York | 
chapter of the Screen Actors Guild 
was named last week by the nomi- 
nating committee. Includes Florence 
Auer (incumbent), Kirk Brown, Jr., 
Alexander Campbell, Bradford Kirk- 
bride, Nellie Maloney, Gloria Pierre 
and Florence Richardson (incum- 
bent). Other nominations may be 
made by petition. 


' 











Five council members will be 
elected, to serve three years. Bal- 
lots will be sent out by Oct. 31, and 
must be returned by Nov. 14. Mem- 
bership meeting and election will be 
held Nov. 15 at the Edison hotel, 
N. Y. During the absence of Mrs. 
Florence Marston because of illness, 
Harriett Reynolds is acting as the 
Guild’s eastern representative 


Harry Brown’s ‘Cruise’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Associate producer chore on ‘Ca- 
ribbean Cruise’ at 20th-Fox goes to 
Harry Joe Brown. 
Jack Andrews is working on the 
story, which deals with a tropical 
treasure hunt. 


BARBARA O’NEIL’S PLAY YEN 

Barbara O'Neil arrives from the 
Coast by plane this week. She’ll re- 
main at least two weeks, possibly 
staying indefinitely if she can get a 
suitable play. She’s the wife of 
Joshua Logan, who’s currently di- 
recting the revival of ‘Charley’s! 
Aunt.’ 

Actress is under contract to War- 
ners. 





Survey of story departments, with 
the conclusion of the first year of 
war in Europe, discloses that major 
film companies have suffered little 
by the tremendous decline in the 
output of books, plays and originals 
from the continent and England. Al- 
though the studios have for years 
combed the trans-Atlantic literary 
markets for material, quantity of 
stuff bought abroad has been small 
in comparison to the total number 
of properties purchased each year 
and story eds are not perturbed by 
the decline. 


At present, the only foreign novels, 
plays or originals arriving in this 
country at all are coming from Eng- 
land. The three companies that have 
had London story departments in the 
past are still maintaining them, al- 
though with skeleton staffs. They are 
Paramount, Metro and  20ih-Fox. 
Before the war, Metro also had of- 
fices in Vienna, Paris, Budapest, 
Madrid and Amsterdam. Par and 
20th likewise maintained literary 
outposts in several European cities, 
although not so extensively as 
Metro. All of these offices are now 
shuttered. 

First year of war has had a lim- 
ited effect on story material, of 
course, because much of what was 
submitted was written before the 
conflict started. However, noticeable 
trend has been away from fiction to- 
ward biographical and other serious 
books. A five-yedr trend toward 
‘psychological’ stories and plays has 
also been accented by the holocaust. 
Effect of the war on the type of 
writing has been felt just as strongly 
in the U. S. output as in Europe. 
British Little Bothered 
| Although Hitler’s ‘total war’ of the 
past four or five weeks may con- 
| siderably change the situation, qual- 
ity of production by English authors 
does not appear to have been 

(Continued on page 22) 


Atlas (Odlum) Picks 
Up Considerable RKO 
Stock, S.E.C. Discloses 


Washington, Oct. 8. 


Substantial Atlas Corp. (Floyd B. 
Odlum) purchases of RKO paper in 
August were spotlighted last week 
in the Securities & Exchange Com- 
mittee report on market operations 
of corporate insiders. Review also 
showed activity on the part of Uni- 
versal Corp. ground floor tenants. 

In five lots, Atlas picked up 3,228 
pieces of Radio’s $1 common and 
1,400 shares of the 6% convertible 
preferred disclaiming beneficial 
ownership of the paper. Biggest 
deal was acquisition of 1,600 common 
ducats on Aug. 5. At the month-end 
the investment trust held 594,318 
pieces of common and 32.081 pre- 
Statement also revealed 
of Radio Corp of America 
955,254 warrants 
and 44,757 conferred shares, with the 
parent reporting that during August 
it ‘received as creditor’ 928 shares of 
common, boosting the total of this is- 
sue to 317,256. 





ferred. 
holdings 


embrace common 


J. Cheever Cowdin reported pur- 
chase of 350 voting trust certificates 
for Universal Corp. common, while 
Charles D. Prutzman picked up 330. 
This gives Cowdin 4,850, in addition 
to his stake in “the 26,500 held by 
Standard Capital Co. The S. E. C. 
also revealed that Samuel I. Posen 
in June acquired 100 shares of Uni- 
versal Pictures common, supple- 
menting former holdings of 50 shares 
of preferred. 

Only other film company stock 
transaction shown in the latest Gov- 
ernment summary was acquisition of 
38 more shares of Loew’s Boston 
Theatres’ common by the parent 
company. As result of prolonged 
buying campaign, Loew’s Inc., now 
accounts for 117,474 of the subsid- 


| lary’s paper. 
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South Bend Pilgrimage on ‘Rockne’ 
By WB An Impressive Selling Job 


‘Press Stunt Backfires 
| When Monkey Escapes 


| 

} 

Minneapolis, Oct. 8. 
A publicity stunt of Manager Bill 
| Sears of the Orpheum, involving the 








By ARTHUR UNGAR 
South Bend, Ind., Oct. 8. 

Warners has achieved topnotch 
position of salesmanship and exploi- 
tation in a campaign and presenta- 
tion here of ‘Knute Rockne, All- 
American,’ in the home of the great 
Knute and in view of the gold dome 
of Notre Dame. Picture missions to 
locale or epical spots in the past 
were virtually dwarfed by the mag- 
nitude and dignity of this expedition 
from all corners of the United States 
of personalities, notables, dramatic, 
film and sports press. 

It was a well prepared and exe- 
cuted sales job of four weeks dura- 
tion, drew some 35,000 out of town- 
ers into South Bend and cost War- 





| Peace, It’s Wonderful 


gift of a pet monkey in Laurel and 
| Hardy’s behalf for the winner of a 
| contest to name the new column 
| which Merle Potter, film editor, has 





Chicago, Oct. 8. 'started in the Times-Tribune, re-| ~— les ti 
Tom Gorman, RKO theatre | sulted in some slight injuries and| . oe, me oe apna Hy a — 
division chief here, pulled a_ | plenty of grief for Sears, but landed fe ee Be mer 


pollyanna in his advertising with 
resultant good boxoffice returns 
for the Palace, dualing ‘Dance, 
Girl, Dance’ and ‘Argentine 
Nights.’ He advertised them as 
‘all laff week,’ footnoted by 
‘positively no bombing or war 
pix, you'll find only joy, laughter 
and happiness here this week.’ 
In opposition to ‘The West- 
erner,’ Mickey Rooney and ‘Sea 
Hawk,’ the Pal will see almost 
$15,000, excellent business. 


a front-page yarn. 

Potter has been listing and com- 
menting in his column on_ the 
; numerous gifts contributed by pub- 
licity-eager people to be awarded to 
the contest winner and, with Laurel 
and Hardy coming into the Orpheum 
in person, Sears conceived the 
monkey idea. The animal was pur- 
chased and brought to the theatre 
where it ran amuck. It attacked 
and scratched up Sears and escaped 
into the recesses of the empty 
space among the rafters over the 








ners around $20,000, with the local 
committee who cooperated pitching 
in an extra $12,500. Result was most 
fruitful in publicity and news breaks. 
There was not an angle missed in 
either magazine, newspaper or radio 
tieups, and even the social element 
was most impressive and cooperative 
toward making the belated public 
acknowledgement of Rockne, nine 
years after his death, via the screen. 
It seemed as though a 
was ‘Rockne’ conscious and the pre- 
miere here, tied in with the open- 
ing of the Notre Dame football sea- 
son, was gigantic in accomplishment, | 
preparation, execution and final re-| 
sults. There have been previous 
trips out of Hollywood, but this one | 
looks as though it will stand tops 
for many and many a moon to come. | 
From Thursday On 

From Thursday noon, when the) 
visiting contingent met in Chicago | 
after coming by train and plane from 
all corners of the country to descend 
on South Bend in one big special 
train, until the last person departed 
Saturday following the Notre Dame- 
College of Pacific game, it was a con- 
tinuous selling program for the pic- 
ture itself and the industry besides. 
Headman Charlie Einfeld, Bob Tap-| 








linger and their bunch of boys did a) 


most thorough job from beginning to 
end. They missed nothing and 
grabbed plenty for free. 

The Hollywood contingent in the 
main pulled out of Los Angeles Tues- 
day night (1) on the Super Chief | 
with others following by plane. It 
was first time a picture company had | 
streamline transportation for its| 
missionaries, with half the train be- |! 
ing turned over to them. En route} 
to Chicago there were no pro- 
grammed appearances or ballyhoo| 
stunts, but the fans were at all sta-| 
tions and the writing hands of the| 
players were plenty cramped from | 
inscribing autographs. But when it| 
came to Chicago Thursday afternoon, | 
and east met west for the assault on 
Notre Dame enmasse, the battery of 
publicity and exploitation stunts 
were unleashed to continue for a 
solid 52 hours. 


12-Car Special Train 

The arrival of the 13-car special | 
in South Bend Was the biggest thing | 
the town has ever had and the re- | 
ception and greetings at the Union 


(Continued on page 54) 


Birdwell In and Out 
On ‘Bagdad’ Campaign 


Publicist Russell Birdwell planed 
into New York last week (2) and 











back to the Coast three days later | 


after confabs with United Artists 
and eastern execs of Alexander 
Korda on pub-ad campaign for 
‘Thief of Bagdad.’ 


Birdwell also made final arrange- | 


ments for initial showing of ‘Bagdad’ 


| rep, 


ll of the U. S.| Version of ‘Fantasia,’ 
feature cartoon release. 
companied by Richard E. Condon, 


'gineers dismantle the sound equip- 
'ment preparatory to beginning in- 


theatre balcony. 

After three days, the monkey is 
still at large somewhere in the the- 
atre and without food or drink. The 


Horne, Condon, Pegler’s 
> 2 
Coast Hop for ‘Fantasia opening into the rafter space is be- 
- ing constantly guarded so that the 


‘animal cannot dash into the audi- 
| torilum proper. 


PAR'S OUTSIDE 
PUBLICITY MAN 
FOR RADIO 


Paramount during the current 
season will rely almost entirely on 
the Tom Fizdale publicity outfit for 


‘NORTH WEST MOUNTED’ 
PREEMS IN CHI OCT. 24 was‘awardea s yearly pact to work 


|on all of its films by Par after he did 
American premiere of ‘Northwest ja test publicity-exploitation gob on 
Mounted Police’ will be held at the | D7: C¥clops’ last spring. lly all 
Chicago, Chicago, Oct. 24 with Cecil |, 48d from handling virtually a 
B deMille Sion ’ Seen on. Shadineks the radio work, Fizdale crew is con- 

: Baved J » © | tabbing regularly with Par execs 


|Carroll, Paulette Goddard, Preston | A . 
} 4 |}on general publicity for each picture 
| Foster, Robert Preston and Lynne as it comes up. Publicity outfit is 


| Overman coming on from the Coast : 
|acting mostly as a consultant, how- 
—— ae tee fa ever, outside of the radio field, the 
. oo @s'l regular Par press department han- 


broadcast of the opening over a ; : re 
Mutual hookup of 131 stations with | ro ga work on most of its sug 


deMille acting as m.c. For a week 
preceding the preem there will be| . 
Grape-Crushing Stunt 
For Lombard-Laughton 


spot announcements on the picture, 
San Francisco, Oct. 8. 


also over the Mutual web. 
British officials, Canadian digni-| 
RKO is giving ‘They Knew What} 
They Wanted’ a_ traffic-blocking| 


taries and commissioners from most | 

British dominion countries will be 
sendoff at the Golden Gate tonight 
(Tuesday), with 20 girls in costume | 


honor guests tonight (Wednesday) at | 

the Canadian building at the New|} 

York World’s Fair when ‘Northwest’ | 
'@rushing five tons of grapes in a 24- 
|foot vat spotted in middle of Gold- 
jen Gate avenue. Street roped off at | 


will be shown foreign press repre- 
sentatives. Special screening is be-| 
ing held through the cooperation of 
the Canadian government. 
i5 p.m. in preparation for stunt, | 
jlensed by three newsreel crews, | 
To celebrate worid preem of|Pathe, Paramount and Universal. | 
‘Northwest Mounted Police,’ due|1W® bands, one perched atop the | 
\here Oct. 21, Regina Leader-Post | Gate marquee, will add jive to the) 
will publish a 40-page tabloid pic- | fiesta atmosphere, arranged through | 
ture supplement to issue of Oct. 19. ae = Beringer Bros. of St. | 
Supplement, which will be dis-|;-° mee Vineyards were used | 
| tributed all over Canada and in bor- a the | Laughton-Lombard 
der stat ri | ne 
fret time the RCMP, todays se, iaughton personals on the stage 
Lenunsirs of Sactiewent Mounted Po. tonight with Leon Errol, ZaSu Pitts, | 
lice, has ever permitted itself to be anes ot ae anne. ee | 
| sebiliciend te thie eran. | Kibbee, Simone Simon, Ann Shirley | 
, and others. Yesterday (7) Laughton 
was host to 300 critics from as far 
east as Denver and as far north as 
Seattle who saw flick at private 
screening in Larkin theatre, rented 
from Herbert Rosener for the pur- 
of | pose. 








Hal Horne, Walt Disney’s eastern 
will fly to the Coast tonight 
(Wednesday) to catch the finished 
forthcoming 
He'll be ac- 





publicity chief, and Jack Pegler, of 
ad agency handling the account. 
They’ll be back about next Thursday 


Trio will arrive in time to see the 
pic just a few hours before RCA en- 


stallation in the Broadway, N. Y., 
where ‘Fantasia’ opens Nov. 13. 


























Regina Plans Tab Special 
Regina, Sask., Oct. 8. 





_Distribs’ Key City Reps 
‘To Aid In Red Cross Drive 


| In helping local committees 


fcr infantile paralysis victims at | eatre owners and theatres in the} Terry Turner and Louis J. Alle- 
Warm Springs, Ga., Monday (14) organization and conduct of the Red | man, of RKO New York office, han- 
Mike Beck. Birdwell’s N.Y. yen. Cross campaign by the film industry | dling affair. Tomorrow (Wednesday) | 


flies down Saturday (12) and will be 
joined by Sabu and June Duprez, of 
the cast. 


That Personal Touch 


Minneapolis, Oct. 8. 

Most novel newspaper ad for a 
film seen here in a long time had the 
State publishing snapshots of all its 
28 employees and an ‘enthusiastic’ 
indorsement by them of ‘Strike Up 
the Band.’ 

Previous ads along such lines have 
had only the house manager’s plug. 
This ad, headed ‘An Urgent Personal 
Message to the People We Make 
Happy,’ was a three-column, 12-inch 
long affair and the employees’ names 
were listed under their photos. 








ithe present time. 


next month in each distribution Tyrner will start- homeward trek | 
zone, Major L. E. Thompson, general ,making 26 stops en route, which will | 
| chairman of the film business drive, have Laughton making a personal | 
has named district coordinators in appearance in a different town every | 
key territories. This was done with! day. | 
the approval of home offices in dis- | 
tributors, 


These men will take charge of this 
|part of the campaign in their re- 
| spective territories with the aid of 
| Other branch managers in the zone. 





‘After School Matinees’ 


| Detroit, Oct. 8. 
| business, the Vogue here has started 
: |a policy of ‘After School Matinees,’ 
Lansing’s Newest | Starting at 3:30 p.m., which it is ex- | 
Lansing, Mich., Oct. 8. | pected will get the theatre around | 
Lansing’s new Southtown, the sec- the city ordinance here against | 
,ond neighborhood film house to be youngsters attending pix during | 
| constructed here within a year, wi’ | school hours, 
| open about Oct. 20, announces E. C.| First of the programs started this | 
: Beatty, president and general man- week is aimed directly at the small 
ager of the Butterfield Theatres, Inc.,'|fry with ‘Anne of Windy Pop- 
which operates six houses here at lars,’ a Hopalong Cassidy ‘Stage | 
|Coach War’ and cartoon comedies. | 











Several Houses Reopen For New 
Season; Theatre-Exchange Items 


——_ 





Buffalo, Oct. 8. 


Lincoln, Manlius, dark since spring, 


Alvin manager Bill Zeilor Vacation. 
ing and Ken Hoel subbing for him 


to be reopened Oct. 15 by H. J. Rath-|....Harry Roney, exchange booker 


burn. 


Arcase, Sodus, renamed the Sodus, 


will be managed by Maurice R. Slot- 
nick also operating the State, at 
Caledonia. ‘ 

Webster, Rochester, added to the 
Schine chain. Max Vogel, former 
operator, goes to Schine with the 
deal. 

Byron Interbitzen, former opera- 
tor of the Star, Buffalo, purchased 
the Central Park from the Koncza- 
kowski chain. New management 
will open this month with new seat- 
ing, projection and sound. 

Movie Guide, official program and 
house organ of all Shea-Paramount 
houses, celebrated its fifth anniver- 
sary last week. Maurice Osterman 
continues as editor. 

George Lynch, buyer for Schine, 
married at Gloversville Oct. 5 to 
Marian Kearney, daughter of Major 
General and Mrs. Bernard J. Kear- 
ney, 

New Gem, Brockton, reopened by 
the American Legion. 

Legion, at Wayland, now operating 
under aegis of Barney Hoffman. 





Lake, Cleve., Resumes 


Cleveland, Oct. 8. 

Warner’s downtown  900-seater 
Lake, kept under wraps for nearly a 
year, was reported with ‘Pastor 
Hall’ (UA). Ben Schwartz ap- 
pointed manager, Steve David as- 
sistant of house which goes into pol- 
icy of dualed first-runners after 
‘Pastor Halli.’ 

Irving Ruben, assistant manager 
Warner’s Colony. married to Doro- 
thy Ferris, non-pro, in Cleveland. 

Lew Milder, Variety manager, in 
hospital suffering from back 
wrenched when he picked up a 
heavy can of film. 

Variety Club holding its first fall 
jamboree Nov. 5, with Bert Stearn 
as chairman of the event which will 
include a dance, bridge tourney and 
raffle with a $1,000 prize. Nat 
Goodman to be chairman of club’s 
Monday stag night programs. 





| trict within next few weeks. 


Loath to lose that school children | 


Jack Lykes’ shift from Loew’s 
Stillman here to manage the Valen- 
tine, Toledo, was one of five changes 
made in Loew personnel by Charles 
Raymond, zone manager. Ted Tesch- 
ner, former assistant at State, 
promoted to Lykes’ post, with’ 
Harold Shulteis from Park as his 
new aide. Robert Yodice succeeding 
Teschner and Silvester Pierce made 
assistant at Park. 





Bill Lando Reopening 
Pittsburgh? Oct. 8. 
William Lando is making plans to 
reopen his Bando-Grand in Hill dis- 
House 
was last operated as a picture house 
by Steve Dascalos, who spent $4,000 
remodeling and dropped a bundle 
on the venture. Since then spot has 
reverted to its original owner, Lando. 
New theatre here on Greenfield 


| avenue, the Park, finally got under 


way over the weekend. House oper- 
ated by Herbert L. Perer and a 
cousin, Nathan H. Perer. 

Charles O. Baird, Jr.. son of the 


manager of the Rivoli, Portage, Pa. 


(Ray Allison circuit), and a captain | 


in the coast artillery reserve, has re- 
ported for active duty at Mitchel 
Field in New York. 


_Briefies: The Sol Goldbergs are’ 
divorcing. He’s the former Elkins, | 
W. Va., exhib, now an auto salesman 


here and the father of All-American 
Marshall Goldberg...Also dissolving 
are the Ray Wheelers. He’s manager 
of the State...Jimmy Totman, asst, 
to publicity head Joe Feldman, War- 
ner Club’s new prexy...Variety Club 


has resumed its weekly Friday Fam- | 


ily Nights for fall and winter season. 
Mott Shea interests, managing 
Fulton theatre here for Hyde-Ben- 


j|ham group for several years, now 


exclusive operators of first-run film 
site. Deal consummated last week 
makes Shea outfit sole controllers of 


| Spot, taking over everything, includ- 


ing long-term lease on Fulton from 
a local estate. Under new setup, John 
Walsh, a Shea man originally, stays 
on as manager. 

Norbert Stern and George C. 
Davis, who opened Pittsburgh’s first 
drive-in theatre near entrance of 
South Park several weeks ago, plot- 
ting a second drive-in in this dis- 
trict for next spring. They’ve al- 
ready picked their location, on the 
Lincoln Highway near East McKees- 
port, about 15 miles from downtown 
area. 

Saul Gottlieb, Harry Fendrick and 
Milton Brauman, M-G local sales- 
men, all knocked down cash prizes 
in company’s most recent sales drive. 
In addition, John J. Maloney, dis- 
trict sales manager who headquar- 
ters here, was another dough win- 
ner. 

Briefies: Mother of Joe Beile, with 
in Greensburg, died last week 
.-Lou Ponsetta, Jr., 11-year-old 


son of the Apollo exhib, broke both 


; and theatre manager, has joined his 
, wife, Mary Roney, in Los Angeles 
| where she’s with the Rep exchange 
|....Larry Puglia, Waynesburg exhib 
;and Larry Neaman, Natrona show. 
,man, both out of the hospital. 
_M-G gals tossed a shower over 
weekend for three recent brides from 
‘their office, Thelma Bruno, Lucy 
| Armstrong and Sylvia Hurwitz. 





Toledo Rivoli Opens 
Toledo, Oct. 8, 
Opening of the completely redeco. 
rated Rivoli scheduled for Oct, 1} 
Howard Feigley, manager. House 
was not closed during repairs. 





Voted Into Manager's Job 
Detroit, Oct. 8. 

Now it is petitions which get thea- 
tre managers jobs. When the Moss 
Bros. put up their new Parkside here 
and were getting ready for its open- 
ing, petitions cropped up in the 
stores nearby asking that they ap- 
point Edward Jacobson as the house 
| manager. 

Hundreds of citizens signed the 

titions. As a result Jacobson, who 
ormerly managed the Harmony in 
the same neighborhood, now is run- 
|ning the Parkside. 





2 Out At Schine 
Rochester, N.Y., Oct. 8. 

Another shift of Schine managers 
brings Sam Shafer back from Her- 
kimer to manage the Dixie. Joe 
Deacon, Dixie, and Harry Rockowitz, 
Lake, resign, with Bab Meagher tak- 
ing over the Lake, open only Satur- 
'day and Sunday, in addition to his 
advertising and radio chores. 
| George McGunnigle comes from 
Boston as assistant manager of 
Loew's Rochester, succeeding Ed- 
;mund Howard, who transferred to 
Loew's State, Boston. 

Majestic, Rochester, resuming op- 
erations Oct. 15. 
| Gua 
Binion’s 30th Anni 
| Lufkin, Texas, Oct. 8. 

Last week in this city was ‘Appre- 
ciation Week’ in honor of the 30 
|years of service of Non Binion, city 
manager for the East Texas Theatres, 
|Inc. Group has three houses here, 
| the Lynn, Pines and Texan. 

Binion started in show biz at the 
Palace here. 








Bob Euler’s Post 
Mission, Texas, Oct. 8. 

Bob Euier, who has represented the 
R. N. Smith and B. R. McLandon 
| theatres in Dallas for the past four 
| years, has taken a post with the 
Smith Theatres, headquartered here. 
The Smith towns includes this city, 
Raymondville, Donna and Falfurrias, 
all in south Texas. 
Howard Baskin booker for the 
Oskar Korn Circuit, which has been 
| taken over by the Griffith interests 
| recently, will take over post vacated 
'by Euler who was booker for the 
| Smith and McLendon theatres. 








Pfeiffer Returning 
Kenton, O., Oct. 8. 
Henry J. Pfeiffer, in the business 
| here for 40 years, completed details 
|for sale of the Ohio and lease of 
| the building to W. D. Ward, of Cam- 
| bridge, O., and Detroit. Pfeiffer 
| plans to retire. Ward has been iden- 
tified with amusements for 34 years. 





Case’s Appointment 
Syracuse, Oct. 8. 

Robert W. Case, veteran of Syra- 
cuse neighborhood houses, now busi- 
ness manager of the Civic University 
Theater for 1940-41, appointed by 
Sawyer Falk, director of dramatic 
activities at Syracuse University. 
which maintains the civic. He will 
| be in full charge of business ar- 
rangements for the various univer- 
| sity productions as well as the house 
management at the Civic. Case has 
managed the Harvard and Happy 
Hour for the Smith chain here. 

Remodelled, RKO Schine’s first 
neighborhood house in Syracuse, the 
Palace, formally reopened. 





Wall’s Brookline, Mass., Spot 
Boston, Oct. 8. 
| Thomas F. Wall, shifts as manager 
|of the Capitol, Allston, to the new 
Circle, Brookline, Mass., to be 
| opened by M & P Theatres Oct. 12. 
| 





Zimmerman’s Sale 
Berkley Springs, W. Va., Oct. 8. 
Vance Zimmerman, sold the Ideal 
,to the Alpine Theatre Co. of King- 
| wood, W. Va., which has a chain of 
theatres in small towns. 





Kassaris’ Sell Drive-In 
Houston, Oct. 8. 
The Texas Drive-In, Houston’s only 
|Open air theatre, sold last week to 
|C. C. Ezell and W. G. Underwood, of 
| Dallas, for $40,000 cash. Nick and 
| Pete Kassaris, operators of drive-ins 
}in Corpus Christi and Texarkana, 
, built the theatre here, which has a 
| Capacity of 475 cars. ; 
| Ezell and Underwood are distribu- 
| tors in Texas for Republic Pictures 
(and also own a large interest in a 
|San Antonio theatre in pool with 





‘his arms recently playing Tarzan.... | Interstate. 
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(hi Gets Film Power, B.0.s Spurt: 
Band Forte 176, Comedy’-Vaude 
Fine 336, Breese Orch- Night, 166 
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Chicago, Oct. 8. 
Theatres currently are parading a 
icture lineup that is considerably 
Patter than has been usual the past 
few weeks. And those houses which 


en't flicker power have a good 
Bees attraction for boxoffice 
strength. 


Palace put on a bangup campaign 
for its combination of ‘Dance, Girl, 
Dance’ and ‘Argentine Nights,’ and 
it’s resulting in b.o. happiness for 
two pictures which weren't expected 
to turn in much trade, 

Chicago is edging towards a good 
take with ‘No Time for Comedy.’ 
United Artists, where ‘Strike Up the 
Band’ got underway Saturday (5), 
is a cinch for a galloping gross on 
the presence of Mickey Rooney and 
Judy Garland. Lou Breese’s orch is 
an asset in the State-Lake. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
— Pastor Hall’ (UA) (3d wk). Anti- 
Nazi flicker is holding to a satisfac- 
tory take currently, following plenty 
of pre-opening publicity because of 
original ban by the censors, Takin 
$8,000, strong, after healthy $10, 
last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Time Comedy’ (WB) and stage show. 
Adult and femme patronage adding 
up to $33,000, which is okay after 
several disappointing sessions. Last 
week, ‘Brigham’ (20th) and vaude, 
limp $25,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Sea Hawk’ (WB). (2d wk). Third 
week in the loop for this one and 
looks for $4,000, good, after fine 
$6,000 last week. 


Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Secret Seven’ (Col) and vaude. Ina 
Ray Hutton band on the stage. Going 


for good $16,000. Last week, ‘Faces | pic, 
from 
Little Tough Guys on stage, okay 


West’ (Rep) and Dead End Kids and 


$14,600. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Dance, 
Girls’ (RKO). Double feature sold 
solidly by Tom Gorman and box- 
office reflects this campaign with 
happy $14,000. Last week, ‘Hired 
Wife’ (U) and ‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U), 
fine three-week stay to bang-up 
$7,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Westerner’ (U) (2d wk). Bright 
money for this horse opera, going to 
$7,500, good, after healthy $11,900 
last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Drive Night’ (WB) and vaude. Lou 
Breese orch on stage and helping to 
good $16,000. Last week, ‘Sporting 
Blood” (M-G) plus Bruce Cabot, Sid- 
ney Miller and the Ebsens, okay 
$15,600. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G). Opened Saturday (5) and 
looks for smash business from the 
et-away, which means at least 
17,000 for the initial session. Last 
week, ‘Boomtown’ (M-G) at 55-65- 
85, finished five weeks to $7,900, 
smart, 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (37th week). 
Continues on and on with practically 
no break in the steady stceam of 
profitable trade. Looks for $7,500 
this week, after $8,000 last week. 


‘WESTERNER’ $13,000 
ON MALE PLAY IN PROV. 


Providence, Oct. 8. 
Well balanced bills have most 
Stands on the beat, with ‘The 








Westerner’ riding the crest at Loew’s | 


State and ‘City for Conquest’ holding 
up nicely at Majestic. - 

‘Strike Up the Band’ still beating 
it up in its second week switch to 
downtown Carlton. 

Estimates for This Week 
, Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Men Sky’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Holding first week 
pace with but slight drop and prom- 
ising good $5,500. 
Swell $7,200. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and 
Dulcy’ (M-G) (2d run). Popularity 
of Rooney is evidenced by hefty 
Jump of house to take of swell $6,- 
000. Last week ‘Howards Virginia’ 
(Col) and ‘Cross Country Romance’ 
(RKO) (2d run), okay $3,500, 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Gay 
Caballero’ (20th) and ‘Nobody’s 
Sweetheart Now’ (U). Paced at good 
$°.500. Last week ‘Mummy's Hand’ 
gU> and ‘Tulsa Kid’ (Rep), fair 


_Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Calling 


All Husbands’ (WB). This pair 


Stepping up take to strong $8,500. | 


Last week ‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) 
and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th), 
800d $6,500. 


the ledger. Good $13,000. Last week 
‘Strike Band’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ (M- 
G), sky-high $18,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Private Affairs’ (U) and ‘Ski Patrol’ 
(U). Nothing too attractive and 
playing to poor $4,000. Last week 
Quarterback’ (Par) and ‘Earl Pud- 
dlestone’ (Rep), ditto. 


SPITALNY A LIFT 
IN INDPLS. AT 
$12,000 


Indianapolis, Oct. 8. 

Biz this week is about evenly 
divided among the downtown houses, 
with Loew’s doing okay with a hold- 
over of ‘Strike Up the Band,’ dualled 
with ‘Secret Seven.’ Circle is 
healthy with ‘No Time for Comedy’ 
and ‘Tom Brown’s School Days.’ 
Indiana is also stepping along with 
‘City for Conquest’ and ‘River’s 
End.’ Apollo is mixing a reshowing 
of ‘Judge Priest’ with a current re- 
lease of ‘Night Train,’ still adhering 
to the Sunday opening. 

Lyric is robust for a change with 
credit going to Phil Spitalny’s Hour 
of Charm orch and not much help 
from ‘Queen of the Yukon’ on the 
screen. House hung the marquee 














Opening stanza, | 


with animal skins and had a boy 
out front in an Eskimo outfit to plug 
which is a radical departure 
m the dignity which spot has 
maintained in past. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Wallace) (1,100; 25-30-40) 
—Judge Priest’ (20th) (revival) and 
‘Night Train’ (20th). Fair $2,100. 


| Last week, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and 


‘Awful Truth’ (Col), $2,000. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and 
‘Tom Brown’ (RKO). Very nice 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Mummy’s Hand’ 
(U) and ‘Argentine Nights’ (U), fair 
$6,300. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘City Conquest’ (WB) and 
‘River’s End’ (WB). Okay $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Spring Parade’ (U) and 
‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO), $6,800. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—Strike Up Band’ (M-G) d 
‘Secret Seven’ (Col) (2d wk). Nice 
$8,500. Last week, dandy $12,500. 

Lyris (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40) — 
‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono) and Phil 
Spitalny’s orch. Profitable $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Up Air’ (Mono) and 
Ozzie Nelson’s orch, disappointing 
$9,800. 


Rooney-Garland H.0. 
la Denver at $13,500 


Denver, Oct. 8. 
‘Strike Up the Band’ and ‘Men 
Against the Sky’ are packing them 
in to top the town. 
Double will hold over. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘For- 
eign Correspondent’ (UA). After a 
week at the Denver, fair $3,800. Last 
week, ‘Brigham Young,’ after a week 
at the Denver, nice $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
i —‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Queen of 
| Destiny’ (RKO). After.a week at the 
| Orpheum, n.s.g. $2,000. Last week, 
|\‘Boom Town’ (M-G), nice $3,000; 2d 
| week here after two at the Orpheum. 








| Wenham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
| 40) ‘Cherokee Strip’ (Par). Poor 
| $4,000. Last week, ‘Quarterback’ 
| (Par) poor at $3,000 for six days. 

| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Howards’ (Col) and ‘Nobody’s 
Sweetheart’ (U). Fair $8,500. Last 


week, ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA), 
good at $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
|—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘Men 
Against Sky’ (RKO). Big $13,500, 
and holding, particularly due to 
Judy Garland-Mickey Rooney starrer. 
Last week, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and 
‘Queen of Destiny’ (RKO), good at 
$9,300. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
| ‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and ‘3 Men 
'Texas’ (Par). Fair $3,500. 





| Talk’ (Col), good at $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Brig- 
‘ham Young’ (20th), after a week at 
leach the Denver and Aladdin, and 
|‘Before I Hang’ (Col). Good $2,000. 


Last | 
| week, ‘Girl Ave. A’ (20th) and ‘Won't | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Oct. 10 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind,’ 

(M-G) (43d wk). 
Capitel—‘Strike Up the Band’ 

(M-G) (3d wk). 
Criterion — ‘Wyoming’ 

(2d wk). 

Globe—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) (4th 
wk). 

Music Hall—‘They Knew What 
They Wanted’ (RKO). 

* (Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Paramount—I Want a Divorce’ 

(Par) (2d wk). 

+ Rialto—'T'nt Still Alive’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 2) 
Rivoli—‘Long Voyage Home’ 

(UA) (8). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Roxy—'Spring Parade’ (U) (2d 
wk). 
Strand—‘City 
(WB) (3d wk). 
Week of Oct. 17 
Aster—‘Great Dictator’ 

(15). 

Capitol—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 

(15). 

Criterion — ‘Golden 

(M-G) (16). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 21) 
Globe—‘Captain Caution’ (UA). 
Music Hall—They Knew What 

They Wanted’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Paramount—‘Arise My Love’ 

(Par) (16). 

Rivoli—Long Voyage Home’ 

(UA) (2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Down Argentine Way’ 

(20th) (18). 

Strand — ‘Knute Rockne—All 
American’ (WB) (18). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 


‘CONQUEST FINE 
$14,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 8. 

Biz locally seems to be picking up 
considerable slack at the moment. 
End of daylight saving helping some 
and fact that those big weekend 
football crowds, when Pitt was a 
gridiron great, are missing isn’t hurt- 
ing any either. Anyway, boys are 
getting encouraged, particularly with 
takings very favorable on just good 
pix and not standouts. 

‘City for Conquest,’ at Stanley, and 
‘Hired Wife,’ at Alvin, are leading 
the parade. Well-liked by crix, and 
public’s backing reviewers up for a 
change. Both films are slated for 
h.o.’s. ‘Strike Up the Band’ is doing 
nicely in second week at Penn and 
will likeiy move elsewhere for a 
third, while ‘Great McGinty,’ on 


(M-G) 


for Conquest’ 


(UA) 


Fleecing’ 











surprisingly pleasant at Warner. Ritz 
getting by with ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent,” on move-over from Stanley, 
with only the Fulton dipping into 
the red, on ‘Public Deb No. 1.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hired Wife’ (U). Off to fast start 
and, with house 
Nights from Thur.-Fri. to Mon- 
Tues., certain to wind up strong. 
Should have no trouble collecting 
$10,000, which means second week. 
Last week ‘Howards Virginia’ (Col), 
big disappointment at $7,000 and way 
in red considering cost of campaign, 
etc. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—‘Public Deb’ (20th). Not much ex- 
citement over this. May pull around 
$4,000, ng. Last week ‘Brigham 
Young’ (20th), got four days of h.o. 
week and in abbreviated session 
knocked down around $2,100. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d 
|wk). Ho. at this site was decided on 
|}at last minute and not a bad deci- 
ision. Looks to do around $11,000, 
| pretty good. Last week $19,000, big 
| Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘For- 
‘eign Correspondent’ (UA). Moved 
|here from Stanley, management fig- 


| uring flicker didn’t get what it de- 





served there and might have a 
chance of building on  word-of- 
mouth. Still not up to expectations, 
but giving small-seater profitable 
week at $2,500. Last week ‘Boom 
Town’ (M-G), fourth downtown 


week at advanced prices, great $3,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-35-50)— 
‘City for Conquest’ (WB). Boys went 
to town on this one and overboard 
for Cagney, also pointing out that 
Sheridan’s on way up. Some local 
interest as well through screen de- 
but of Arthur Kennedy, graduate of 
Carnegie Tech drama school. Stays 
for eight days to get house back to 
Friday opening with ‘Knute Rockne’ 
(WB) and should do $14,000 at least. 
Last week ‘Correspondent’ (UA) 
around $12,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Dance. 





Girl’ (RKO). Paced for $5,000, swell 


State (Loew) (3,200: 28-39-50)— Last week, ‘Stayed for Breakfast’ | here for a double bill, and the news- 


‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Sky Murder’ (Col) and ‘Lion Wings’ (UA), after a | papers can be thanked. 
| Westerner’ (UA) on move-over from 


(M-G). Getting hefty coin, but the 
Play is mainly on the male side of 


week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, good at $2,000. 


Last week 


Penn, fine $5,200. 


twinner with ‘Dance, Girl, Dance,’ is | 


switching Bank | 


Durbin Smash $62,000, B'way Firm: 
Cagney-Byrne Band $35,000, 2d Week, 
Mickey-Judy 406, Bing-Reisman 196 


(Best Exploitation: Roxy) | $7,500 this week (3d), o.k., after nab- 
Deanna Durbin was away from bing $10,000 last week (2d) and $12,- 
town a pretty long time but when 000 the first. Holds. 
she cheéked back into New York last| Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Hire&l 
week a real welcome awaited the | Wife (U) (2d run) and ‘Money and 
young Universal star. Her ‘Spring| Woman’ (WB) (lst run), dualed. 
Parade’ came into the Roxy Thurs-| About $8,600 looks tops for this 
day (3) and they’ve been kept busy pair. Last week Lucky Partners’ 
up there ever since counting the ad- | (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Beyond To- 
missions. They will total around , morrow (RKO) (list run), coupled, 
ociang' on, the , fret week, biggest | ~ ‘ace weenie 
ouse has done this year. 664; -55-88- 
Only other major aews opening '—I Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
of the week was ‘I Want a Divorce’ Frankie Masters, Jane Froman, Three 
at the Paramount, which has Frankie ey couad tet Caen sfter 
asters, Jane Froman and the Three | , oda -) alte 
Stooges in person. Finding the going | a ~—— Sane’ take of only $35,000, 
slower en en ” ight » avr ol ar ace at _, ~ o 
seven ays roug lest ni » OF . _ week, - 
(Tues) war only $35.000, pretty mild ond fer "Rangers. of Fortune, (Pap 
ut profitable. Par holds over, with | - ws - 
the second. é final) stanza beginning | oy ae nrg ere a 
oday ( Bi A : ’ a 
The Jewish holidays (New Year’s) 80-84-99-$1.65 )—‘Howards’ (Col) and 
Thursday and Friday (3-4) fell’ stage Show (2d-final week). All right 
nicely for the theatres and_ is) 0M holdover at $73,000 or close; first 
credited largely with the strong — —— good. ‘They Knew 
grosses being registered in most of at 7 my Wanted’ (RKO) opens 
them. Despite the more than 600,000 | — Ww ao - ite 
drawn to the World's Fair on the’ poMi0. “(ty a -55 — Steenates 
two days, the weekend was generally | *T9" 4 $7 066.” 7 fee sugges s 
very good with Saturday (5), which | elle (90th —— $5 700. at Wax 
beat Sunday (6), being unusually | Rivoli (2 092: 38. 40-55-75-99)— 
Mary Behe ._, _|‘Long Voyage Home’ (UA) had a 
Strike Up the Band’ is continuing | special opening last night (Tuesday). 
powerfully at the Capitol and on its | ]t follows six swell money-making 
second week, at hand. may hit close | weeks with ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
to $40,000. It got a little over this (UA) which was $15,000 the windup 
figure the first seven days. The| stanza and $16,000 the prior week. 
difference may have been created by | On the engagement close to $150,000, 
the fat that Mickey Rooney was at! jot; for the right side of the ledger 
the State in person against the initial for both UA and the theatre 
wees of ‘Strike Ree se goal oe his Rox y (5.835: 35 - 40 - 55 + See 
stage engagement a e second-run | sc): ont yet 
State he came close to $45,000, best | SP™ing Parade’ (U) and stage show. 


; ; “ A distinct smash, first week’s take 
non-holiday week in the history of | j+ound $62,000. Holdover week be- 











the house. : : 

| Lake gins tomorrow (Thursday), which 
Hitting $44,000 the first week at the | ?. > ; ; 

| Strand, City for Conquest’ snd from now on will be the regular 


change day instead of Friday. Six- 
day holdoyer of ‘Brigham Young’ 
(20th) only $22,000, very disappoint- 


ing. 

State (3,450; 25-35-55-75 )—‘Rhythm 
on River’ (Par) (2d run) and Leo 
f 4 : Reisman. Approximately $19,000, 
conductors will pilot his band. | comparatively. mild following 

Music Hall looks to a possible | Mickey Rooney’s socko week of 
| $73.000, okay, with ‘Howards of Vir-| nearly $45,000 with ‘I Love You 
ginia’ on its second week, ending to-| Again’ (M-G) (2d run) as the film. 
|night (Wed.). Added to the first| This was the best non-holiday week 
|seven days’ $85,000, a satisfactory | house ever did. Only Eddie Can- 
| Profit is shown in spite of tough | tor, at $51,300, over a Fourth of July, 
| competition around town the past | topped it, doing more shows than 
fortnight. Hall opens (‘They Knew | was possible with Rooney. 

What They Wanted’ tomorrow! Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 


(Thurs.), RKO itself has been taking ‘City for Conquest’ (WB) and Bobby 
advance ads on the film. Byrne (2d week). Came through 

The Rivoli last night (Tues.) | with fine $44,000 the first week and 
ushered in ‘Long Voyage Home’| maintains steady pace for $35,000 or 
after a six weeks’ run with ‘Foreign | nearly that on the holdover. A third 
| Correspondent’ that has been highly | week is scheduled, but Byrne, under 
successful, totaling close to $150,000. | doctor’s care for appendix trouble 
The concluding (6th) week, at] since opening here, had to withdraw 
$15,000, almost matched the prior | last night (Tues.) for an operation. 
stanza when the gross was $16,090. Band remains with guest conductors 

‘Rhythm on the River’ and Leo | batting for Byrne the balance of the 
Reisman are at the State but con- | engagement. 


| siderable quiet prevails after Rooney 
left. Indications point to about $19,- CAGNEY HEFTY 


| 000, fairish. 
Tickets went on sale at the Astor 
Baltimore, Oct. 8. 
It’s ‘Strike Up the Band’ here this 


land Capitol Monday (7) for ‘Great 
| Dictator,’ which opens Tuesday night 

week with Loew’s Century using its 
fulsome capacity to chalk up an im- 


Bobby Byrne are sailing along at a 
| good pace for around $35.000. The 
|show goes a third week, but today 
| Byrne checks into a hospital to re- 
move an appendix that has .been 
| bothering him for some time. Guest 











|} (15) at both houses. Large lines 
|formed at an early hour and the box 
|offices were swamped trying to 
handle the crowds. The mail order 
sale has also been heavy. The Chap- 
lin picture runs 135 minutes and 
while it will do but two shows at 
|the $2 top Astor, up at the Capitol 
|six and seven shows may be man- 
aged as compared with ‘Gone’s’ four- 








'a-day. ‘Gone,’ which closes at the | posing town-leading figure. Also 
Astor Sunday night (13). shot away | Seemingly headed to a good take is 
lup in gross last week, gleaning | ‘City for Conquest’ at the Stanley. 

$14,700. Rest of town is rather spotty. 


, ’ Combo Hipp, trying hard with a 
Universal and the Roxy steps to | - : ’ 
the front this week on exploitation | Strong vaude layout to bolster ac- 


in behalf of ‘Spring Parade.’ Among | C°™Panying ‘Dance Girl, Dance,’ is 


other things, the ads were effective. | poor. Setheaten fee This Week 

Ast (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- aa oe 
$2.20) -- ‘Gone’ (M_G) + 43d final | » Century (Loew's-UA) (3,000; 15- 
week). When up went the closing | 28-44)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). 


| Garland-Rooney ringing the bell 
| SOlidly with booming $14,500. Last 
| week ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA), 
| good $10,400. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Dance Girl’ 
(RKO) plus vaude headlining J. C. 
| Flippen, Larry Adler and Mills Bros, 
| Trying hard, but accomplishing only 
| $11,000, poor. Last week ‘Stayed 
| Breakfast’ (Col) vaude, ng. 


| $10,700. 

the holdover so strong that the gross | $10, " : 
_may come close to the $40,000 figure, | on tt » iienberee (2,406; as: 
thus fancy profit on the first 14 days. | (oq wk). Holding fairly well to pos- 
| Continues roug unday eG. c?. , We 

with ‘Dictator’ (UA) having special | rege $5,000, i okay initial round 
reserved-seat premiere Tuesday eve- | 0 re ee (1.581: 15-28-35 
ing (15). >) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
ge Pend 44)—‘Kildare Home’ (M-G). Draw- 
eat a ing some daytime response to this 
Wyoming’ (M-G). Wallace Beery | house of femme patronage and indi- 
eaten nee a ge 4 ~ = ,eating fairish $4,500 Last week 
ap, exceptionally well here, knock- | « ¥ * (90t e477 
ing out $14,000 the first seven days, | Great Profile (200i). mild 94.700. 


notice up also went the gross; last 
week (42d) $14,700 as compared to 
$9,900 the previous week. Closes 
Sunday night (13) after an amazing 
run, ‘Dictator’ (UA) coming in Tues- 
day night (15). 

Capitol (4,520; 35-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25) —‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Went over*$40,000 the first 
week when Mickey Rooney was at 


the State in person, but tees off on and 


(1,662;  25-40-55-65 )— 


: . | Staniey (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
ending last night (Tues.). Holds | 55 \—‘City Conquest’ (WB). Cagney 
starting today (Wed). In ahead drew favorable press and should 
Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ (M-G), on four reach strong $10,000 and possible 
days only $2,000, terrible. h.o. Last week, second of ‘No Time 

Globe (1,180; 25-35-55) — ‘Pastor Comedy’ (WB), added all right $5.- 
| Hall (UA) (3d-final week). About 800 to strong opening sesh at $11,700. 
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Folies’ on Stage Big $22,500 in S.F.; 
City Conquest’ Pulls Fine $17,000 


‘Rockne’ Sock $8,500 
In Improved Seattle 


Seattle, Oct, 8. 
That the football season is here | 
was evidenced Saturday (5) not only 








San Francisco, Oct. 8. 

Exhibs are kidding about what 
they'll use for an alibi, now that the 
Expo is out of the way. Evenings 
and weekends are up somewhat, but 
it'll De a week or so before full bene- 
fit of Fair’s absence will be enjoyed. | 
Golden Gate this week picked Up on the grid locally, where Washing- 


Clifford C. Fischer's ‘Folies Bergere’ | ton and Idaho met, but that evening 
from Treasure Island for a week’s at the Orpheum, the Washington 


stand. players and coaching staff being) 
Tonight (Tuesday) ‘They Knew honor guests at ‘Rockne.’ The game} 


What They Wanted’ gets flash preem, drew some folks from nearby towns, 
with Laughton heading fiock of)}so that night life was enlivened, the 
names attending and streets roped | theatres coming in on it. Not one | 
off for bally during which five tons of the ‘big’ games here, it neverthe- 
of grapes will be crushed by bare- | less served as an introduction. 
footed gals in huge vat. ‘Foreign| ‘Boomtown’ has enough to head 


Correspondent’ still going nicely at into sixth week in town at Blue) 
United Artists and will stay for a Mouse at advanced prices. But it is| 
fifth frame. Orpheum is pepping’ sagging, 
. ; > , 7} . v. y “anqrli oOo A . 

‘Hired Wife with ad copy reading Two major magnets are going 
comedy sex-plosion. second week, ‘Strike Up’ at Fifth 


Estimates for This Week and ‘Correspondent’ at Liberty, both 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— to nice returns. “Hired Wife’ wins 
‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Gay moveover to Music Box from Para- | 
Caballero’ (20th). Aided by good mount, where Deanne Durbin is get- | 


ting heavy advertising blasts in 
‘ eek, ‘Brigh Young’ (20th) ‘Spring Parade.’ Orpheum is timely 
went Pry 9 ge Some with ‘Knute Rockne, All American’ 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-50- | 8S !ts headliner. = 
59)—'Still Alive’ (RKO) and ‘Folies | Estimates For This Week 
Bergere.’ Stage sole magnet here,| * Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
picture being liability rather than: (850; 40-50-60)—Boom Town’ (M-G)! 
asset. Added hypo of overlapping! (6th local week). Indicating $2,400, 
world preem of ‘They Knew What for windup. Last week, same film | 
They Wanted’ (RKO) on final eve- | $3,100, good. 
ning will mean total of $22,500, big.| Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
Last week, ‘Christian Meets Wornen’| (1,900; 20-35)—‘Love You Again’ | 
(RKO) and Rochester, $14,500, fair.' (\j-G) and ‘Phantom Raider’ (Par) 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) (2drun). Anticipate good $3,400. Last 


reviews, and pulling okay $17,000. 


—'Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Won't Talk’| week, ‘Pago’ (UA) and ‘McGinty’ 
(Col). Sold on giggle angle for, (Par), (2d run) swell $3,500. 
$12,500, about right. Last week,| Fifth Avenue’ (Hamrick - Ever- 


‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) ended sec-' green) (2,349: 30-40-50)—'Strike Up’ 
ond stanza with mild $5,500. (M-G) (2d week). Looking for $5,400 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40-!for eight days. Last week, $9,400, 
50)—Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d) great. 
wk.). Potent stuff for galloping $12,- Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 30-40-50)— | 
000. First week, excellent $20,000. ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) (2d 
St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470; 35-40-| week). Paced at great $6,500. Last 
50)—‘Brigham Young’ (20th). Move-, week, nifty $9,300. 
over from Fox will register average Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 





$5,000. Third-final week of ‘Wyo-! (850; 30-40-50)—‘Hired Wife’ (U) and 
ming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare Home’ | ‘Gay Caballero’ (20th), moved from 


(M-G) got same figure. Paramount theatre, expecting okay | 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 25- $2,400 for six days. Last week, | 
40-50) — ‘Foreign Correspondent’ | ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare Home’ 
(UA) (4th wk.). Nights better since | (M-G) (2d week), $2,700 okay. 
Fair closed. Will do $5,000 and Orpheum = (Hamirick - Evergreen) 
maybe more. Fifth week definitely | (2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Rockne’ (WB) and | 


set. Last (3rd) week healthy $6,500.| ‘South Karanga’ (U). Playing up| 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) football angle with player guests | 
—‘Duley’ (M-G) and ‘Sky Murder’| Saturday night after Wash.-Idaho | 


(M-G). Average $10,000, which! tussle; looking to fine $8,500. Last | 
seems tame after ‘Boom Town’, Week, ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and 
(M-G) got $7,000 on its fifth and|’"Mummy’s Hand’ (U) $5,100, good. 








final stanza last week. _ Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- | 
90)—'Girl God’s Country’ (Rep) and | 
‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep) plus vaude.| 
‘ Anticipate big $5,000. Last week, 
David Rose Flowing Gold’ (WB) plus vaude, 
' $4,600, okay. 
LL Continued from page 2 | Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
he had been seated in his office on (3.039; | 30-40-50)—‘Spring Parade’ 


(U) and ‘Quarterback’ (Par). Head- | 
ing for likely $8,000. Last week, 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ (20th) $6,100, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 20-35)— 
‘Love Came Back’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
in Question’ (Col) (2d run), indi- 
cating okay $2,500. Last week (30-| 
40-50), ‘Seahawk’ (WB) (3d week) 
$2,900, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 16- 
32)—‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Phan-| 
tom Raiders’ (M-G) (2d run). Ex- 
pect neat $2,500. Last week, ‘Heaven 
Too’ (WB) and ‘Those Were Days’ 


Wardour street before going out. 

The same night, three time bombs 
were dropped near a building across 
the street. Although admonished to 
leave by the air raid warden, Rose 
retired in a room most distant from 
the location of the bombs. The next 
morning he found that one had com- 
pletely demolished one of the struc- 
tures across the street. 


Indiscriminate bombing made it 
impossible to carry on office work, 
Rose has advised Par officials. Con- 
sequently the London offices of Par- | 
amount early this month 





were 


moved to previously selected coun- | Par Takes Over Peskay’s 
try houses so that employes could | iia. 
get some sleep. In one of his let- | 2 Houses In Peekskill 
ters Rose said that on the day he | = 
was writing there had been six air- Paramount has closed a deal with 
Preferred Theatres, headed by Ed 
Peskay, acquiring control of the Peek- 


raid alarms before lunch time and 
nat ¢ Ve} ‘ > yiven as - 
gga wy laggy diel — ond Colonial at Peekskill, N. Y., 
which up to now had been pooled 
with the Netco circuit, operating the 
upstate New York theatres in the 
Par chain. 

The Peekskill, which has been 
Operating two days a week, goes to 
| a full-week (7 days) basis in swing- 
| ing under the Par banner. Colonial, | 
| dark at present, will be torn down | 
) and for the time co the site will | 
| become a parkin ot. Netco has| 
operated and controlled the Para-| 
mount in Peekskill for some years. | 
George Cavanaugh, formerly in| 
Poughkeepsie for Par, is in charge of 
the Par interests at Peekskill now. | 


Rose indicated that it was impos- 
sible to maintain any regular pro- 
duction schedules, although Para- 
mount presently is producing ‘Quiet 
Wedding’ (sic!), as a quota feature. 

Rose’s family presently is in the 


U. S. 





Air Raid Casualties 
London, Sept. 24. 


Chris Richards, the dancer-come- 
dian, was killed in South London air | 
raid; Michel (and Hero) sustained 
broken collar bone, while his wife | 
was killed when sheltering in the 
cellar of a shop near the East End 
theatre, where they were playing. 
Bobby Olrac, English comedian in the 
same show, who was with them, also} Louis Nizer, film-radio attorney, | 
killed. | has been appointed chairman of the | 

Cecelia Harvey, young concert and | advisory committee handling all con- 
musical comedy actress, died when | scription 1uatters in the motion pic- 
her home in West London was de-|ture industry and theatre business. 
molished. Walter Payne, managing! Appointment was made by Major | 
director of the Syndicate Halls, is B. McDermott, of the draft board, | 
in hospital with injuries sustained acting in behalf of the Government's | 
while in a car during a raid. conscription program. 





Nizer’s Appointment 


| ‘Girl 


| yet it is n.s.h. 


| (Par) (2d run), $2,400, big. \ 


‘Boom Town’ Great 
$11,000 in Montreal 


—_-—-——< 


Montreal, Oct. 8. 
First week of all new pix here in 
some time offers good likelihood of 
nice grosses, with ‘Boom Town,’ at 


| Loew’s, in line for a sizzling $11,000. 


Hired Wife,’ at Palace, grossing 
nice $7,500, 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Hired Wife’ (U). Pointing to good 
$7,500. Last week, ‘City Conquest’ 
(WB), nice $6,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Not So 
Tough’ (U). Look like: nice $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Frank James’ (20th) and 
‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th), good $5,000. 

Loew's (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Going great 
guns for $11,000. Last week, repeat 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), nice $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
Dance’ (RKO) and ‘Wildcat 
Bus’ (RKO). Should gross fair $3.- 
500. Last week, ‘Flowing Gold’ 
(WB) and ‘Money Woman’ (WB), 
good enough $3,200. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Westerner’ (UA). Sure to repeat at 
good $4,500. Last week, ‘Captain 
Caution’ (UA) and ‘Plenty Hot’ 
(Rep), weak $1,600. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Sans Lendemain.’ May 
gross good $2,000. Last week’s fourth 
repeat of ‘Pieges’ fell to $1,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Les Otages’ and ‘Le Mot de 
Cambronne.’ Good $4,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Pere Lebonnard’ and 
‘Mystere de la Maison Blanche’, good 
$4,200. . 





‘BRIGHAM COLD 


$10,000 IN CINCY 


: Cincinnati, Oct, 8. 

Wham b.o. jingle of ‘Strike “Up 
the Band,’ at the Palace, is upping 
combo take of major stands to a 
sweet margin over last week. Cur- 
rent results are favorable in face of 
Cincy’s part in the world series and 
return of summer temperature over 
the weekend. 





Second best returns this week are | 


on ‘Brigham Young,’ at the Albee, 
‘Want Divorce’ is on 
the fair side for the Grand. ‘Angels 
Over Broadway’ at Keith’s and ‘Cap- 
tain Caution’ in the Lyric are miss- 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th). N.s.h. $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Spring Parade’ (U), 
sagged in last half to $11,000, below 
expectations. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Howards Vir- 
ginia’ (Col) (2d run), poor $3,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
’Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO) and 
‘Tom Brown’ (RKO), divided with 
‘Leather Pushess’ (U) and ‘Gang 
Mine’ (Mono), Okay $2,000. Same 
last week on ‘Secret Seven’ (Col) 
and ‘One Crowded Night’ (RKO), 
split with ‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe’ 
(U) and ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par). 

Grand (RKO) (1,439; 33-40-50)— 
‘Want Divorce’ (Par). Fair $5,500. 
Last week, ‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) 
(3d wk.), good $4,500. 

Keith’s ‘Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Angels Broadway’ (Col). Poor $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘Haunted Honey- 
moon’ (M-G), no dice at $3,000. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Capiain Caution’ (UA). Awful $2,- 
500. Last week, ‘Money Woman’ 


(WB), six days, pitiful $1,700, low- 
est for a long time. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). Socko 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Foreign Corre- 


spondent’ (UA), fairly good $10,000. | 


Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 33-40-50)— 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA). 
Transferred from Palace for second 
week. Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘City 
Conquest’ (WB) (2d run), mild $3,- 


000. 





Jerusalem’ 


Continued from page 2 











of Jesus or Christ, and it is only for- 


cast that Jeshua will become the 


Messiah upon reaching manhood. 
Question of having Jesus as stage 


Laurel-Hardy Copping Big $17,000 
In Dull Mpls.; Ditto Band $12500 





Brigham’-Profile’, in 2 
L’ville Spots, $8,300 


Louisville, Oct. 8. 

‘The Westerner’ is topping the 
town this week at Loew’s State and 
is aiming at a nice sized chunk of 
coin, in spite of the return of un- 
seasonable hot weather over the 
weekend, There's also a slackening 
of patrons’ interest due to the 
counter-pull of the World Series on 
the radio, and the added interest for 
localites in the series between New- 
fark and Louisville. Night games in 
the Little World Series here have 
been drawing crowds of 12,000 and 
more, and now that the Colonels are 
playing in Newark, the radio airings 
are keeping plenty of local fans 
glued to their loudspeakers. 


Unusual booking arrangement has 
Fourth Avenue Amus. Co. playing 
‘Brigham Young’ and ‘Great Profile’ 
at both the Rialto and Strand, Quite 
an exploitation campaign, using 24- 
sheets and splashing plenty of ads in 
newspapers, to direct attention to the 
two showings, but returns are on the 
medium side. ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
in second week at Mary Anderson 
still going plenty strong. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G) and ‘Secret Seven’ (Coi). 
Rooney-Garland pair breezing along 
on moveover for splendid $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
‘Yesterday's Heroes’ (20th), light 
$1,600. 

Kentucky (Switow) 
—‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Love 
Back’ (WB), split with ‘Captain 
Caution’ (UA) and ‘Blondie Servant’ 
(Col). Stepping along for average 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Daltons Rode’ 
(Par) and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ 
(20th), split with ‘Windy 
(RKO) and ‘Military 
(Col), good $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) 
30-40) — ‘Westerner’ 
‘Golden Fleecing’ 
plenty good on the strength of Gary 
Cooper’s b.o. draw. Pacing for ex- 
cellent $8,000. Last week, ‘Strike Up 


(1,200; 15-25) 


Academy’ 


(3,100; 15- 
(UA) and 


Band’ (M-G) and ‘Secret Seven’ 
(Col), great $9,000, 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 


15-30-40)—"No Time Comedy’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Holding fine pace for very 
good $3,400, following first week’s 
splendid $4,200. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and 
‘Great Profile’ (20th). This double 
bill is playing at the Strand as well 
as this house, and both showings re- 
ceived healthy buildup. Patronage 
however, hardly warrants such an 
arrangement in this town. Aiming at 
fair $6,000. Last week, ‘Public Deb’ 





(20th) and Phil Spitalny’s orch, okay 
$8,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 

| 15-30-40) —‘Brigham Young’ (20th) 


land ‘Great Profile’ (20th). Won't cop 
;}any great amount of shekels. Looks 
like around $2,300 at this stand. Last 
week, ‘Men Sky’ (RKO) and 
‘Leather Pushers’ (U), fair $2,800. 








| Kuykendall 
aR from a 








more to sustain the morale of the 
American people (during the World 
War) than any other industry.’ 





|sue with little prospect of being 
passed by Congress. He declared 
also that jukebox manufacturers | 


have made provisions for 15 minute 
| pix and may double that time period. 
| Fred H. Wehrenberg, prez of the lo- 
| Cal organization who was re-elected, 


| Said these shows would prove worse | 


competish than the non-theatrical 
films that the organization has fought 
for sO many years. 
|adopted a motion to* oppose any 
change in the existing clearance 





recorded itself as opposing slot ma- 
chine pix. 


In addition to Wehrenberg, other 





character arose when ‘Ben Hur’ was | Officers elected are Louis Hehl, sec.- 
produced, the problem being solved | treas.; Louis Ansell, asst. sec.-treas.: 


when the late A, L. Erlanger, who 


| produced the show with Marc Klaw, 
| indicated Christ by a shaft of light. 
| In the film version a hand was used 
| for the same purpose. 


| 


S. E. Pirtle, Jerseyville, Ill, I. W. 
Rodgers, Cairo, I1l., Sam Komm., St. 
| Louis; Robert Cluster, Salem, IIL, 
|v. p.s.; and Walter A. Thimmig, St. 
Louis, sgt.-at-arms. The board of 





However, Christ was portrayed in | directors consists of Louis J. Menges, 
Cecil B. De Mille’s ‘The King of | East St. Louis, Ill; L. A. Mercier, 


_Kings,’ part being enacted by H. B. 
| Warner. 
| tion and controversy when shown at 


Film created much atten- 


the Gaiety, N. Y. at $2.20 top. In | 


England, ‘Kings’ was not permitted 
to be exhibited in regular theatres, 


‘but was shown in guditoriums. 


| Perryville, Mo.; Harry E. Miller, Fes- 
| tus, Mo.; Noak Bloomer, Belleville, 
'Ill.; Jack Seipker, Webster Groves, 
Mo.; and Harold W. ‘Chick’ Evens, 
Frank Soutter, Frank Speros, Maury 
| Davis and Sidney Johnson, all of St. 
| Louis, 


Poplars’ | 


(M-G). Biz is| 


| 
ing ‘The motion picture industry did | 


Kuykendall expressed the belief | 
| that the Neely Bill is now a dead is- 


The meeting | 


schedules in this territory and also | 





Minneapolis, Oct. & 


It behooves ‘Strike Up the Bana’ 
to cop a plea of guilty to the charge 
,;of grand larceny for stealing the 
boxoffice spotlight currently. Tak- 
ing into consideration various cust 
factors involved, it relatively even 
has pilfered the play away from 
Laurel and Hardy in person. This 
proves again to the picture-minded 
that a strong, straight film offering 
can give boxoffice cards and spades 
to most stage shows, even when the 
latter boast names, as in this in- 
stance. 


‘Strike Up’ is the only important 
picture newcomer, inasmuch §as 
‘Boom Town’ and ‘Ramparts We 
Watch’ are holding over for their 
fourth and third weeks, respectively, 
while the balance of the lineup com- 
prises comparatively insignificant 
fare. Despite the impressive Rooney 
gross and the pair of aforementioned 
extended engagements, and also de- 
spite the throngs of transients at- 
|tracted over the weekend for the 
| Minnesota-Nebraska football game. 
business still rates as very much 
sub-normal and affords plenty of use 
'for the crying towel. 

Both of the town’s stage shows— 
ithe Laurel and Hardy unit at the 
| Orpheum and the Alvin's ‘Follies’°— 
}are failing to come up to turnstile 
expectations, 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 29-44- 
,55)—Crooked Road’ (Rep) and 
| ‘Broadway Frolics’ on stage. Lots of 
'show for the admission price, but 
|picture valueless from boxoffice 
| Standpoint. Poor $3,500 indicated, 
|Last week, ‘Sing, Dance’ (Rep) and 
|‘Rhythm Revels’ on stage, $3,700, 
| poor, 
| Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28) — 
| ‘Blondie Servant’ (Col) and ‘Haunted 
| Honeymoon’ (M-G), dual firsf-runs. 
| Looks like nice $1,500 for five days. 
| Last week, ‘Ladies Live’ (WB) and 





|‘Triple Justice’ (RKO), dual first- 
}runs, split with ‘Leather Pushers’ 
(U) and ‘Five Peppers’ (Col), also 


| dual first-runs, $1,700, good. 

| Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 39-44- 
155)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (4th wk), 
| Will finish highly profitable and suc- 
cessful engagement. Sagging in 
final session, but plenty good $4,000 
|may be attained. Last week, $5,100, 
| okay after big $14,500 first and $9,900 
| second weeks, 

| Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Lost 

Horizon’ (Col) (reissue) (2d wk). 
|Has demonstrated considerable box- 
| office Strength. Good $900 in pros- 

pect, after fine $1,200 first week. 
| Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 

‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ (Par). 
| Looks like good enough $3,000. Last 
| eer, ‘Argentine Nights’ (U), $2,800, 
| alr, 
| Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 29- 
44-55) — ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and 
Laurel-Hardy unit on stage. Value 
of film comedy stars showing 
{through for big $17,000. Last week, 
| Foreign Correspondent’ (UA), $7,100, 
good, 
| State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39-44) 
|—'Strike Up Band’ (M-G). Exploit 
well and delivering in hefty way at 
boxoffice. Rooney-Garland team 
|tops as draws. En route to very big 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ 
| (20th), $5,400, light. 
| Uptown (Par) (1,200: 28-39) — 
\‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). First 
neighborhood showing. Looks like 
| good $2,500. Last week, ‘Pride Preju- 
dice’ (M-G), good $2,800. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350: 
28-39-44-55)—‘Ramparts’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Curiosity relative to ‘Baptism 
of Fire’ sequence still helping to 
bring ’em in. However, should wind 
up this week. Good $2,000 indicated. 
|Last week, $2,500, after big $3,500 
first week, 


Eddie Davis 


Continued from page 2 


| Brooks wrote for RKO in 1937. VU. S. 
|marshal’s men, who had the papers, 
reported time after time they 
couldn't locate the elusive Eddie. 
Then one day Garfield passed 
L. & E.’s. Outside was a banner an- 
nouncing that Sunday would be 
celeb night and Davis would be the 
celeb. Garfield decided to attend the 
swing street function in person and 
|had himself sworn in as a deputy 
marshal to handie the dirty work. 

Inasmuch as it was Sunday, he had 
to wait until midnight to make the 
| service legal. Smack at 12:01 Davis 
was shot the business. Brooks, who 
was also wanted but whom Garfield 
didn’t recognize,. was also there. 
| Davis lost no time in pointing him 
out. Misery loves company, he ex- 
| plained. 

Bringing the suit, in which RKO is 
/also defendant, is Jesse Solomon, 
|; who claims that in 1936 he copy- 
righted and sent to playbrokers a 
script whose principal character Was 
;a songwriter who composed in his 
isleep, same as in ‘R. C. Revel 
Latter was written in 1937. 
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Glen Gray-Andrews- Deb’ Big $27,000 
In Philly; Rockne’ Bullish $24,000 


Philadelphia, Oct, 8, 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 


The Jewish holidays and heavy- 
weight product are counteracting the 
opposish of the opening of the foot- 
ball season, Getting the cream of 
the biz is the Earle with its combo 
of ‘Public Deb No. 1’ and vaude. 
Also in the heavy sugar are Great 
McGinty,’ ‘Boom Town’ and the h.o. 
of ‘Strike Up the Band. 

In a special class by itself is the 
surprising pull of ‘Knute Rockne— 
All American’ at the Fox, which is 
cashing in on the heels of a smart 
buildup. The football epic got 
$1,000,000 worth of publicity at a 
road show edition of the South Bend 
high jinks. A dinner for prominent 
Notre Dame alumni was held at the 
Warwick, which was aired over 
WCAU. Sports pages carried spreads 
on the film. indow displays in 
downtown sporting goods stores also 
spread the news. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Great Profile’ (20th). Not up to ex- 
ectations with only so-so $9,200. 
oo week, ‘Dulcy’ (M-G), $9,000. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (45-55-65)— 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (3d run). Tilt- 
ing the prices on the four-star spe- 
cial, this downtown indie is heading 
for heavy $5,500. Last week, ‘Time 
Comedy’ (WB), n.s.h. $3,200 for eight 
days of its third run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Money in the bank with bright 
$16.500. Opener drew zingy $22,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Public Deb’ (20th) with stage show 
headed by Glen Gray orch and An- 
drews Sisters. Like old times with 
hefty $27,000. Last week’s vaude 
curtain-raiser good $23,000 for ‘Kil- 
dare Home’ (M-G) and George Jes- 
sel unit. 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB), Hard-hitting 
ballyhoo building it up to bullish 
$24,000. Last week's second turn for 
‘City Conquest’ pallid $11,700. 

Karliton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Brigham Young’ (20th) (2d run). 
Topping par for $4,500. Last week, 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col), shade 
under with $4,300. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68)— 
City Conquest?’ (WB) (2d run). 
Okay $4,700. Last week, ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ (UA) took a dive 
after head start and wound up with 
mediocre $4,400 for dual run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 


—Westerner’ (UA) (2d wk). Slump- | 


ing badly after neat first try and will 
net bare $7,900 for five days of h.o. 
Opener zippy $16,600. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57) — 
‘Great McGinty’ (Par). Back at old 


rices and spagging sweet $5,800. 
ast week, ‘Bodm Town’ (M-G), 
socko $9,306 for nine days of second- 


run showing, 


‘Rockne’ Leeks Good 





In Lincoln at $4,000 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 8. 
Nebraska VU. team went out of 
town to Minneapolis this weekend, 
and the migration following it took 
a ee many of the normal week- 
end spenders out of this bailiwick. 
‘Knute Rockne’ didn’t open 
late (6), but expectancy is good, 
‘South of Pago Pago’ is doing fair; 
ditto” Rangers of Fortune.’ The 
town’s busy readjusting the prices, 
hacking pennies off the normal bal- 
cony rates. 


Estimates for This Week 


until 


Colonial (Monroe - Noble-Federer) | 


(750; 10-15)—*Man’'s Law’ (Rep) and 
‘Annabel Tour’ (RKO), split with 
Red Butte’ (U) and ‘Spellbinder’ 
(RKO), Fairish $700. Last week, 
Riders Nowhere’ (Mono) and ‘Saint 
Back’ (RKO), split with ‘Hawaii 
Calls’ (RKO) and ‘Triple Justice’ 
(RKO), fair $800. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
(1,503; 10-25-40) —‘Rockne’ (WB) 
Opened Sunday (6). This was an old 
Rockne playdate and it’s not hurting. 
May get $4,000, very good for a foot- 
bal film. Last week, ‘Westerner’ 
(UA ), eight days, good $4,300. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Para- 
he (1,236; 10-20-25) — ‘Windy 
Oplars’ (RK ‘ ‘G i ig 
age RKO) and ‘Gambling High 
fairs’ (U) and ‘Wildcat Bus’ (RKO). 
Fair to middling $2,000. Last week, 
Stagecoach War’ (Par) and ‘Beyond 
wmorrow’ (RKO), split with ‘Yes- 
erday’s Heroes’ (20th) and ‘River's 
End’ (WB). okay $2,100. 


ca emart (J. H Cooper-Paramount) | 
im 10-25-40)—Rangers Fortune’ | 
ina,’ Not the stuff for this house; 
*3,300. light. Last week. ‘City Con- 


quest’ (WB). poorer $3.200. 


Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,000: 10- 


=) Sing, Dance’ 
Sky’ (RKO). Slow _ $1,800. 
ones Faces West’ (Rep) and ‘Ole 
Pry’ (Rep), poor $1,300. 

eaneee _{Noble-Federer) — (1,100; 
bow 1?’"South Pago’ (UA). Not 
Owling them over, but fair $2,900. 


4ast wee ‘ * , ? os 
$3,000. eek, ‘My Son’ (UA), okay 


(U) and ‘Men 


(WB), split with ‘Private Af- | 


Last | 


vr | 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Wee SOO, savexavaes $1,421,200 
(Based on 22 cities, 157 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Oe ere ere oe $1,557,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 174 theatres) 


Series Clips Det.; 
Partners -Name- 


Vaude $24,000 


Detroit, Oct. 8. | 
With nobody but impatient ushers | 
in the first-runs here during the| 
matinees, business for the first time 
this late summer and _ fall has} 
dropped. It’s that long World's Se- | 
ries which, in as mad a baseball 
center as Detroit, can hurt plenty. 
Typical of the way they stay away 
is in such crowds as 100,000 down to 
the New York Central station to see 
the Tigers home; crowds of 52,000, 
54,000 and 56,000 at the three games 
here. But that is only a small part 
of the picture. Those who have to 
get downtown stay glued on the 
streets listening to loud-speaker or 
electric sign play-by-play. But the 
biggest majority are in offices or 
homes clustered around the radios. 
The night business is good when 
the Tigers. win—they lose, and the 
| bars catch the heaviest play. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 30-40)— | 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Girl Avenue | 
A’ (20th). Former picture’ was} 
|moved over after mediocre week at | 
Fox. Poor $4,000. Last week, 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Yes- | 
terday’s Heroes’ (20th), also moved | 
|from Fox, o.k. $5,000. | 
| Fox (Fox-Michigan) 
55)— ‘Argentine Nights’ 
|‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U). 


























(5,000; 30-40- | 
(U) and | 


| $15,000. Last week, ‘Hired Wife’ (U) | 
| and ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U), poor 
$13,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 


(4,000; 
30-40-55) — ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) 
and Ozzie Nelson orch, Harriett Hil- 
|liard, Buddy and Velma Ebsen and 
Eddie Garr on stage. This one is 
hopeful of lusty $24,000. 
‘Man Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Dance, 
Girl’ (RKO), dull $12,700. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55) — ‘Man Wyoming’ 
(M-G) and ‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO). 
This pair moved from the Michigan 


and will get ordinary $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare Home’ (M-G). Censorship 





interest and big $10,700 was added 
|last week after week at Michigan. 

| United Artists (United Detroit) 
| (2,000; 30-40-55)—‘Strike Up Band’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Cross Country Romance’ 
| (RKO) (2d wk). 
| swell $15,000 last week, 
| for good $9,000 in second, 


‘Ramparts’ Dual OK 
$6,000 in Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 8. 
Strong pix are helping all houses 


| 


this looks 


War interest makes ‘Foreign Corre- 
spondent’ at the Broadway and 
‘Ramparts We Watch’ at the Para- 
mount pretty equal winners. ‘How- 
ards of Virginia’ getting a nice slice 
for the Orpheum. 

‘Boom Town’ is still the heavy 
holdover at the United Artists, now 
in its fourth week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) 
and ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U). Opened 
strong after good bally and will get 
good $5,500 last week, ‘Spring Pa- 
rade’ (U) and ‘River's End’ (WB) did 
better than expected, $6,000 and 


moved to the Mayfair. 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 
500: 35-40-50)—‘Spring Parade’ (U) 
and ‘River's End’ (WB). Moved 
from the Broadway, good encugh 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Hired Wife’ 
(U) and ‘Money and Woman’ (WB) 
$2,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800: 35-40-50)—‘Howards’ (Col) 


and ‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO). Nice 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Rangers’ (Par) 
/and ‘Want Divorce’ (Par) mild $3,800. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000: 35-40-50) —Ramparts’ (RKO) 
and ‘Public Deb’ (20th) weil pub- 


licized, satisfactory $6,000. Last week, | 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 
'Servant Trouble’ (Col) strong $6,300. 


| Wnited Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
| 40-50)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Hold- 
ing a fourth week. getting okay 


$3,500. Last week, $4.400. 


| ‘Great McGinty’ 


May do fair | 








Last week, | 


on the former picture here whipped | 


After picking up| 


‘BAND’, $8,500, ‘KNUTE’, 
736, BIG IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Oct. 8. 

Prosperity came to Main Street 
with a rush of coin this week. Three 
of the four ace houses are in the big 
chips. : 

Setting the pace against keen night 
football competition is Metro’s 
‘Strike Up the Band,’ Rooney and 
Garland being terrific favorites here. 
Not far behind is ‘Knute Rockne,’ 
which opened at the local Warner 
day-and-date with the South Bend 
premiere and is riding high on the 
strength of determined exploitation 
campaign. Running third is Deanna 
Durbin’s ‘Spring Parade’ at the New 
Malco. 

Fizzle of the week was ‘Dance, 
Girl, Dance.’ Skedded for four days 
at Loew’s State, musical did such a 
brodie that it was yanked after sec- 
ond night. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 
44)—‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO), two days, 
and ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), 
five days. House will be lucky to 
snag poor $2,500 for both. Last week 
‘Westerner’ (UA), $6,500, good. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
— ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB). Nice sell- 
ing is overcoming usual sports jinx 
and may drive this one to socko $7,- 
500. Last week ‘Money Woman’ 
(WB), four days, and ‘River’s End’ 
(WB), three days, $2,800, bad. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—‘Spring Parade’ (U). Durbin 
jockeying her first real romance to 
maybe $5,500. Last week ‘Comin’ 
Round Mountain’ (Par), four days; 
(Par), four days, 





$3,500, fair. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44)—‘Strike U Band’ (M-G). 
Rave notices and natural appeal 
bringing ’em in for big $8,500. Last 
week ‘Young People’ (20th), four 
days, and ‘Public Deb’ (20th), three 
days, $2,700, frail. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Married Adventure’ (Col), 
three days; ‘Mystery Sea Raiders’ 
(Par), two days, and ‘Some Hot’ 
(Par) (2d run), two days. Heading 
for excellent $2,000. Last week 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par), three days; 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U), two days; ‘Boys 
Syracuse’ (U), two days (all 2d 
runs), $1,750, okay. 


BAND,’ $37,500, 
BIG IN TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


ee 


Boston, Oct. 8. 
Pleasing biz all around town, with 
‘Strike Up the Band’ standing ’em up 
for Loew's. ‘Wyoming,’ dualled with 
‘Kildare Goes Home,’_is oke at the 
Met, and holdover of ‘Spring Parade’ 
is very satisfactory at the Memorial. 
Estimates for This Week 





Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-33-44-55) | 


—Up in Air’ (Mono) 
Men Texas’ (Par), with stage show 
headed by Al Trahan, four days; and 
‘Argentine Nights’ (U) (2d run) and 
‘Black Limelight’ (Imp) (1st run), 
three days. Aiming at tepid $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Missing People’ (Mono) 
and ‘Ride, Tenderfoot, Ride’ (Rep), 
with Major Bowes’ unit, four days: 


and ‘Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col) and | 


‘Slightly Tempted’ (U) (both 2d 


run), three days, good $8,500. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
55)—Brigham Young’ (20th) and 
‘Crowded Night’ (RKO) (both 2d 


run). Headed for adequate $4,000 
Last week, ‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
‘Girl Havana’ (Rep), double, $4.000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55)—‘Spring Parade’ (U) and 
‘Yesterday Heroes’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Okay $14,000. Last week, big $19,800. 
Contrary to the rule, Deanna Durbin 
is drawing better night than matinee 
trade with this film 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare Home’ (M-G) On the strong 
side for around $17.000. Last week 
‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and ‘Quar- 
terback’ (Par), so-so $14,500 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Strike Up the Band’ (M-G) 
and ‘Secret Seven’ (Col). Standee 


day and night on opening days, indl- 
Last week 


cating smash $22,500. 

‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) and 
‘Peppers West’ (Col), disappointing 
$15,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and 
‘Crowded Night’ (RKO) (both 2d 
run). N.s.h. $6,000. Last week, 


‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and ‘Girl 
vana’ (Rep), same. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50) 
—‘Want Divorce’ (Par) (continued 
run from Par and Fenway ) and ‘Cap- 
tain Caution’ (UA) (2d run). Flirt- 
ing with lukewarm $3.000 Last 
week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Chan 
Wax’ (20th), dual, $5,400. 

State (Loew) (3.600; 28-39-44-55 )— 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘Secret 
Seven’ (Col). Very big intake hover- 
ing around $15,000. Last week, ‘For- 
eign Correspondent’ (UA) and ‘Pep- 
pers West’ (Col), puny $8,500. 


and ‘Three | 


Ha- | 


i ‘Can't Fool Wife’ (RKO). 


“Rockne’ Scores in Spotty L.A. for Big 
$26,500; Deb’-Dual Dismal $11,000, 
Hired Wife,’ $19,800, Hefty Winner 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
(;. Serer $330,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Grosses Same Week 
Oe 2! ae $356,800 
(Basea on 12 theatres) 


Roz Russell Week 
In K.C.; ‘Comedy’ 
$6,200, ‘Wife’ 66 


Kansas City, Oct. 8. 

Strengthening of product on nearly 
every marquee is showing an im- 
provement in figures at every house. 
All first-runs are offering films rat- 
ing even with or better than last 
week. Rosalind Russell is on three 
of the six first-run marquees, playing 
in ‘No Time for Comedy,’ at Or- 
pheum, and in ‘Hired Wife’ at the 
Esquire and Uptown. 

Midland is maintaining its pace of 
last week with ‘The Westerner’ as 
top half of dual bill and riding along 
to heavy take. Western flavor is also 
at the Newman, where ‘Rangers of 
Fortune’ is okay. 











‘Hired Wife’ (U). Has some name 





comedy angle. 
fair’ $6,000. Last week ‘Ramparts’ 
(RKO) was replayed with 
| added ‘Baptism of Fire’ sequence, but 
could hold only for short week and 
| light $5,200. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Westerner’ (UA) and 
| der’ (M-G). 
| draw; $10,500, big. Last week ‘Strike 
Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘Secret Seven’ 

(Col), heavy $11,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 

28-44) — ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par). 
Making good bid at $6,000. Last 

week ‘Want Divorce’ (Par), nice 
| $6,500. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Stran- 





iger Third Floor’ (RKO). James 
Stewart-Roz Russell drawing good 
| $6,200. Last week ‘Money Woman’ 
| (WB) and ‘Men Sky’ (RKO), with 
| Baer-Comiskey fight films for last 
| half of week, fairish $5,700. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Slightly Tempted’ (U) with ‘Hill- 
billy Hilarity’ unit. Fair $5,600. 
Last week ‘Tear Gas Squad’ (WB) 
film with Dusty Roades orch, fair 
$5,300. 





WIFE’-BARRON ORCH 
OK $15,000 IN OMAHA 


Omaha, Oct. 8. 
is taking a dive this 
counter-attractions 
such as World Series_ broadcasts, 
football night and day games, and 
city-wide food show. 

Show business this week had to 
compete against such nationally pop- 


ular radio the WLS Barn 


Whole 
week owing to 


+auy 
town 


shows as 





Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid-; 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 


value and is catching on the light | 
May build beyond | 


the | 


‘Sky Mur-| 
Gary Cooper film is the | 


Dance, the ‘Truth or Consequences’ 
program and the ‘Avalon Show Boat,’ ! 
all of which did terrific business for 
the citv-wide WOW-merchants’ spon- 
sored food show. 


Estimates for This Week 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25-40) 

City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Mystery 
Sea Raider’ (Par). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Girl 
Avenue A’ (20th), extra light $6,300. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-40- 
55) Hired Wife’ (U) and Blue Bar- 
ron .orch Vill probably touch 
$15,000, okay Last week, Laurel 
and Hardy on étage plus ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G), big $17,800. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) ‘Great McGinty’ (Par) 
and ‘Men Sky’ (RKO). Less than 
$4,500, poor. Last week, ‘Want Di- 


vorce’ (Par) and ‘Stranger 3rd Floor’ 
(RKO), weak $4,200. 

State (Goldberg) 
‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Maryland’ 
(26th), split with ‘Private Affairs’ | 
(U) and ‘Sandy Lady’ (U). Fair 
$1.400. Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) 
and ‘Drive Night’ (WB), split with 
‘Girls Road’ (Col) and ‘South 
Karanga’ (U), good $1,600. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Here Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Drive 
Night’ (WB), split three ways with 
‘Frontier Justice’ (Cap), ‘Youth| 
Fling’ (U) and ‘Range Busters’ | 
(Mono) and ‘Women War’ (Mid) and 
Ought to 


(900; 10-20-25 )— 


|—‘Knute Rockne’ 
lover weekend and 





Los Angeles, Oct. 8. 
(Best Exploitation: Hawaii) 


First runs are playing checkers 
this week with opening days ad- 
vanced in several] instances, bolster- 
ing pictures brought in for seventh 
day of couple of continued first runs, 
and several holdovers to lure the 
wary patron. Warners brought in 
‘Knute Rockne—All American’ Sat- 
urday, co-incidental with the USC- 
Oregon State football struggle, and 
played to big biz over the weekend. 

Onthe other hand, State and Chi- 
nese cut their week to six days, and 
rushed in ‘The Westerner’ toda 
(Tuesday), after very poor biz with 
‘Public Deb’ and ‘Caution.’ Despite 
weak biz of ‘Strike Up Band’ at 
United Artists and Wilshire on first 
week, opus is being held over with 
‘Caution’ added for second stanza. 

Hawaii, preeming ‘Fight for Life,’ 
which Columbia is_ distributing, 
staged an unusual ‘undercover’ ex- 
ploitation campaign, with Mike New- 
man, Col’s western district ex- 
ploiteer, in charge. In addition to 
getting endorsements of prominent 
educators and Parent Teacher heads 
Newman circularized every local 
hospital and physician by placing an 
imprinted telegraph blank under the 
doors. Newspapers cooperated and 
gave plenty of free space. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-44-55-75 )—‘Public Deb’ (20th) and 
‘Captain Caution’ (UA). Biz in dol- 
drums and bill yanked after six days 
to make room for ‘The Westerner’ 
(UA), opening a day ahead of sched- 
ule. Dismal $4,500. Last week, 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G), okay $11,- 
500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
(WB). Got away 
should garner 
very big $13,500. Last week, ‘Heaven 
Too’ (WB), stretched to nine days, 
good $12,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 55-75) 
—‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Holding fairly strong on sec- 


| ond stanza for profitable $7,300. First 


week, with 
very good. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55-75) 
—Fight for Life’ (Col). Despite 
strong exploitation, Pare Lorentz 
opus failed to arouse much interest, 
and pic will be yanked probably 
Wednesday (9), with week looking 
around $2,500. Last week, final of 
Wind’ (M-G), terrific $6,000. House 
registered unusual stunt of grossing 
$450 more on closing day than on 
opening. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Rockne’ (WB). Hit the screen 
while football fever is at white heat 
and looks headed for excellent $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Heaven Too’ (WB), 
with extra two days, satisfactory 
$9,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Leatner Push- 
ers’ (U) dual. Should hit comfort- 
able $9,500. Last week, ‘Breakfast’ 


preem, brought $8,300, 


(Col) (2d wk) and ‘Secret Seven’ 
(Col), okay $7,100. 
Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 


75)—‘Dance Girl’ (RKO) (Ist wk) 
and ‘Quarterback’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
stage show. Back to Thursday open- 


ing, but it will be a six-day week 
only. Will probably gross weak $11,- 
500 on short stanza. Last week, five- 


day holdover of ‘Rangers of Fortune’ 
(Par) with ‘Quarterback’ (Par), 
comfortable $11,500. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Mummy’s 
Hand’ (U). Headed for big $10,300. 
Last week, ‘Breakfast’ (Col) (2d wk) 
and ‘Girls of Road’ (Col), okay 
$7,400. 

State 
55-75) 


(Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 30-44- 

‘Public Deb’ (20th) and 
‘Captain Caution” (UA). Dismal 
$6,700 in sight for six days, house 
switching to Tuesday opening for 
‘Westerner.’ Last week, ‘Strike Up 
Band’ (M-G), satisfactory $13,500 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55 )—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) 
(2d wk) and ‘Captain Caution’ (UA), 
On holdover of ‘Band,’ with ‘Cau- 
tion’ added, house looks for fine 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Band,’ solo, fair 
$2.700 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 
—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) 
and ‘Captain Caution’ (UA). Should 
spell lucrative $7,200. ‘Band,’ solo 
last week, accounted for slim $3,900. 


30-44-55) 
(2d wk) 


wind up with nice $1,400. Last week, 
‘Island Doomed Men’ (Col), ‘Adven- 
turess’ (20th) and ‘Gambling High 
Seas’ (WB), split three ways with 
‘Around Town’ (Mono) and ‘Stole 
Million’ (U), and ‘Tulsa Kid’ (Rep) 
and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO), fair $1,200. 
Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 


herg) (950-300-600: 25)—‘New Moon’ 
(M-G) and ‘Maryland’ (20th), split 
with ‘Private Affairs’ (U), ‘Carolina 


Moon’ (Mid) and ‘Island Doomed 
Men’ (Col). Nice $1,500. Last week, 
‘Ranmparts’ (RKO) and ‘Drive Night’ 
(WB), split with ‘Adventuress’ 
(20th), ‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO) and 
3 Faces West’ (Rep), $1,300, fair. 
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THE 
WORLD WILL SOON BE 
LAUGHING AGAIN! 


WORLD PREMIERE TUESDAY EVE., OCTOBER 15 
at the Astor and the Capitol Theatres, New York, 
All seats reserved at $2.20. Thereafter, all seats 
reserved at the Astor only at $2.20 top, while at 
the Capitol, continuous showing, from $1.10 to 75c, 
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Repeal of Mex Law Forcing Showing 
Of Local Pictures Boosts U.S. Market 


vv 








Mexico City, Oct. 8. 
Convinced that the law demanding 
the compulsory exhibition of Mexi- 
can pix, at the rate of one feature 
or enough shorts to make up @ fea- 
ture, at least thrice a month, is a 


HANBURY’S SUCCESSOR 


British RKO  Post—Several 
Have Been Suggested 


London, Oct. 8. 





| 
| For 





President Lazaro Cardenas, has | Hanbury, managing director for 


Several mentioned to fill the va- | 
flop, Congress, at the request of cancy caused by the death of Ralph | 


nixed the measure. This law went | RKO’s Great Britian company, but 


into effect Sept. 1, 1937, and had 
raised plenty ned for both exhibitors 
and the government. The exhibitors 
repeatedly told the government that 
they couldn't obey the mandate be- 
cause of the puny output of domestic 
producers. , 
President Cardenas ordered an in- 
vestigation and ascertained that the 
exhibitors spoke the truth. Nixing 
this law is seen as affording Ameri- 
can pix even wider exhibition in 


Mexico. They now control 96% of 
this market. 
Mexican producers have again 


asked the government for any kind 


| directors 


of RKO-Radio Pictures, 
Ltd., thus far have not picked a suc- 
cessor. Hanbury was killeq last 
week by a Nazi bomb which hit his 
suburban home near here. 

Directors met early this week, but 
took no action. G. W. Dawson, sec- 
retary, and T. Simon, sales manager, 
are carrying on operations. 





Cardenas Help 
Asked “By Mex 


of aid to help them in their struggles 
and ward off extinction. They de- 
clare that their exemption for five 


Australia Nixes Yank 
Completion of Local Pic 


Sydney, Sept. 18. 

Government has nixed Charles 
Chauevel taking ‘40 Thousand Horse- 
men’ to Universal's Hollywood stud- 
ios for completion. 

Crown Solicitor has ruled that 
with the government holding an in- 
terest of $50,000 the pic must be com- 
pleted in country of origin, and that 
the first earnings must go toward 
reducing the amount advanced by 
the government. 


U.S. COS. LOOK 
TO EASING OF 
BRIT. QUOTA 


Foreign managers for U. S. film 
companies are looking for a com- 
plete overhauling of the British 
quota when the present 12-month 
period in which the quota is effective 
ends Oct. 31. The few companies 
that have been active in England, | 


! 


namely, Metro, Paramount and War - 
ner Bros., in attempting quota pic- 











3 French Films Start in Marseilles; 


Paris Music Halls Do Thriving Biz: 
Legit, Cinemas, Niteries on Upbeat 





Paris, Sept. 24. 

For the first time since German 
troops swept into French territory, 
film cameras have started grinding 
again in Marseilles’ studios. Three 
picts are on the lot. Two were begun 
during the war; the third is new. 
/Marcel Pagnol’s studios, among the 
| busiest of prewar France, are hand- 
i ling two. 
Film just begun is ‘Chambre 13’ 


| known, still plying his trade as hat- 


| check boy in a local restaurant when | 


| he is not in the studio. The second 
is ‘La Fille du Puisateur’ (‘The Well 
|Digger’s Daughter’), 
Day, begun last spring. Both are 

eing produced by Pagnol’s studios. 
| Ina second, undisclosed studio in 
the Mediterranean port city, 
well-known married troupers, come- 
dian Jules Berry and Joselyne Gacl, 


| 


last months of the war, megged by 
Andre Hugon. 


No such activity can be ciate 


_ tertain 
| Among them are the Marignan, Rex 
j}and Radio City and a number of 


'and other restrictions. 


| bibing 


, | ing 
l¢ > a ye 
| (Room 13’). The lead is a young un | Maurice, the Scribe and other first- 


the | 
| cently 


| but 
are completing a film begun in the | 











years from several federal taxes 
isn’t enough to turn the trick in 
their favor. 


Aussie Exhibs Look 
To OK Biz With Yank 
Imports Maintained 


Sydney, Oct. 8. 








Mexico City, Oct. 8. 

The strike for higher pay, less 
work and a bunch of economic bene- 
fits, which have kept closed for a 
month the Cervantes circuit of five 
nabe film theatres, got in the hair 
of the Mexican exhibitors’ union so 
much that it addressed an open let- 





Australian show business envisions|ter to President Lazaro Cardenas 


a bright Yuletide season. This is 
because the supply of American 
screen product not only has come 
into this country in a steady flow 
but also has held to what many 
exhibs claim to be its usually high 
standard. 
Optimistic is 


outlook bringing 





land the civic government to act to- 


particularly true of picture business : ward ending the tieup and giving the 


employers ‘a square deal.’ 


The Cervantes strikers are de- 


|manding what amounts to double 


pay and benefits including in- 


| demnification for ‘professional ill- 


pressure for a government easing of | nesses,’ those contracted while on the 


monetary restrictions early next 
year in order to boost major con- 
cert and vaudeville imports, par- 
ticularly those from the States. 
Given a continuous product line- 
up, picture men here visualize a 


tremenduous business upbeat in the | 


future, with unemployment decreas- 
ing as war work speeds up. 
Fan Mags Hurt Biz 

Absence of general circulation for 
U. S. film fan magazines is being felt 
by exhibitors in Australia, according 
to word received by homeoffice ex- 
ecutives in N. Y. Reported that the 
Showmen’s Assn. in. Sydney is at- 
tempting to interest American dis- 
tributors in starting a joint fan mag 
publication. 
government approval since paper is 
being severely rationed in Australia 
now. 

Australian government _ several 
months ago, in a war measure, ruled 
that imported fan Magazines could 
not be sold on the newsstands. This 
was done to prevent money from 
leaving Aussie territory. : 


FRENCH PATHE RCVRS. 
SETTLE WITH AUTEN 











An action by Maurice Mauger and 


This would depend on | 


| job. The exhibitors assert the de- 
|mands are fantastic. 

Rumors here that first-run 
hibitors, with the help of American 
j}and other foreign pix interests, have 


ex- 


| ganged up to eliminate the nabes 
so as to cop more coin by forcing 
the public tO attend the high-pay 
cinemas’ exclusively are denied by 
;the union, which asserts that all ex- 
hibitors are on the most friendly 
terms. 

The port of Vera Cruz’s two best 
cinemas, Variedades and Eslava, are 





{shut by a strike to force the ex- 
|hibitors to up pay and cut down 
work. 


‘CORFIELD MAY QUIT 


AS BRITISH NAT'L HEAD | 


London, Oct. 8. 
but unconfirmed 
| ports here are that John Corfield, 
| head _ of British National Films, is 
| about to resign. 

Corfield was founder of the outfit, 
which releases through Anglo- 
American, Both the latter and Brit- 
ish National are financed by Lady 
Yule 


Persistent re- 


Marce! Coutant, receivers and trus- | 


tees of the Societe Pathe Cinema 
S. A., against Harold Auten for $196,- 
872 was settled out of the N. Y. su- 
preme court Wednesday (2). Settle- 
ment provides for payment by the 
defendant of $3,000 to the plaintiffs, 


and delivery to them of all prints, 
negatives and advertising matter 
with respect to seven films of Pathe 
which were the basis for the dispute. 


In April, 1933, Auten was granted 
e American distribution rights to 
Pathe’s product, the deal to end Dec. 
31, 1933, Auten to be paid a percent- 
age of the profits. Action charged 
that he failed to make an accounting; 
that he duplicated the negatives 
and sold them for distribution with- 
out the consent of Pathe, and con- 
tinued to sell the films after the ex- 
Piration date of the contract. Films 





London in Wartime 











London, Sept. 24. 
Jack Hylton has started new war 
vogue with his 10 touring shows in 
the provinces. 





‘Open Ports,’ film to prove to the 
world that English ports are still a 
| hive of activity, despite German 
| claims, being made by Arrow Pub- 
licity (John P. Myers), in full ac- 
lcord with the Ministry of Informa- 
tion. Robert Cullen directing. 








|of the Arandora Star, has just writ- 
' ten home that he is safe in Australia. 





Chain on Strike 





| Nazi aerial blasts and the anti-air- | 


| Consequently, all producers are far | 





| film 
| outlined a future business-like policy 


tested 
| moves in the Mexican territory for 





| one time film inspectors in exchanges 


LANGE MAY CLIPPER 
"TO EUROPE THURS. (10) 


| inability 
| visas. 


tures in London during the last two |i" the occupied zone where the 
or three months have become con- | Germans have taken over the stu- 
vinced that it is almost a hopeless | dios, even if temporarily. Permission 
task while the heavy Nazi bombing |to do a few pictures has already 
raids continue. Because of this they | been turned down by the new rulers. 
believe that the British government | Paris, however, despite its i1 p.m. 
will scrap the present stiff quota curfew is slowly but surely pointing 
provisions and bring them more | towards a certain degree of normalcy 


|into line with current production,in the entertainment field. 


possibilities on the British Isles. i; The music hall has become the 

Latest reports from London indi- |most common form of amusement for 
cate that only day work is possible | both the French inhabitants and the 
because of the severe blackouts wd Poe age occupants. There are pres- 
night. Even when there is no im-|ently nine houses giving variety 


mediate danger of being struck by a | shows and revues and two others are | 


the noise of nearby | skedded for early unshuttering. 
Music Halls Leading Way 


heavy bomb, 
craft fire from the ground neces- | 


sitate shutting down production. | oniy two music halls which were 


‘ . ; : | giving international class vaude be- 
behind on their production sched |fore the war, are again leading the 


ules. | way. The ABC is featuring Georgius, 


F. W. Allport, Hays office repre- very popular comic singer and 
sentative in England, is appearing in _monologist. Then there is the Pig- 
| behalf of the American film industry | alle, the most modern theatre in 


during present negotiations. |Paris, which has revolving stages. It 


|} went in for music hall a few weeks 
| before the armistice after 
closed for several seasons. 





That 


3 e . 
New Prez’s Policies 
| vaude show lasted 10 days and the 
On Mex Labor Favor — shuttered again until recently. 
r There are the Folies Bergere and 
U. 5. Picture Industry ths, P2 and during the war the 
| Palace put on a show with the same 


Announcement of government pol- | "ame which ranked as the top nude 

icles in Mexico by Avila Camacho, | Production of the capital. Like the 
i . |new Folies Bergere' show, the 

country’s newly elected president, 1s | pajace ladies have been obliged to 
viewed by U. S. picture officials in| don more clothing than the tradi- 
N. Y. as a break for the American | tional ‘G’ string of yore. 
not only Others are the Theatre de 1’Etoile. 
where non-French picts were shown 
before the Germans came to town; 
but so far has dodged every attempt! the Deux Anes, a typical 
to line him up behind the current | music hall type of show understood 
| by the French only; the Eve and the 
Don Juan, both formerly nudist 
show places. 
{| Following in the footsteps of the 
| Theatre de l’Etoile, the Normandie, 
the last three years or more. Fact) former Champs Elysees deluxe film 
that the retiring governmental re-| showcase, is being transformed for 
gime has been such a strong adv0-/ music hall shows while the Lido, 
cate of the labor group has proved | where the famous can-can girls dis- 
costly to all distributors in Mexico. | ported themselves until June, is also 
Recent regulations hitting the PiC- | being prepared for early opening. 
ture business were so severe that at) aAgster the openings of the Opera 
and Opera Comique in late August, 





industry. Camacho 


labor group in Mexico. 


U. S. film executives have con- 
the spread of drastic labor | 


| were receiving 45 pesos (about $9 the third national subventioned 
| American money) per day High | (sovernment-backed) theatre, the 
scales also extended to other | comedie Francaise, home of the 
branches of the film business in classical theatre, unshuttered Sept. 7 
Mexico. |with a few skits and a lecture. 

(It was due to open formally with 

Moliere’s ‘Misanthrope’ before the 


end of the month, with pic and legit 
star Jean Louis Barrault in the 
lead. The Odeon was shortly to fol- 
low suit.) 

Legit Holding Its Own 


Fred Lange, Paramount's manager Legit is holding its own, consider- 


tomorrow (Thursday) | 


Only thing 


Europe capital. Sacha Guitry’s ‘Pasteur’ is 


stilling holding forth at the Made- 


to obtain the 


necessary ‘at the Ambassadeurs and 
'at the Oeuvre. An unnamed comedy 
Lange wants to visit Portugal, skit is being given at the Palais 


Son of Olivelli, who was supposed | Spain, France and Switzerland. His Royale, home of farce and comedy. 


to have gone down with the sinking | 


initial activity will be to wind up, Louis Jouvet has announced the 
remaining details connected with the opening of the Athenee with ‘Ecole 
liquidation of Paramount's distribu- |des Femmes’ (‘Women’s School’). 


|tion in Nazi-held countries where | Louis Herraud wiil reopen at the 


Michel with his 





being 


| the Palace with ‘Beautes de Femmes.’ | 


French | 


their occupation troops. 


newsreel houses. 

Restaurants, hotels and cafes are 
doing what they can in spite of food 
Germans are 
seen at the very best restaurants, 
although most of them do more im- 
of French wines, cham- 
pagnes and liquors than they do eat- 
The Ritz, Crillon, Continental, 


class hotels have been requisitioned 
by the Germans. It doesn’t really 
make much difference because the 


with Josette | other hotels aren’t doing much biz 


just now anyway. 
The best bit of news for Parisians 


| in recent days has been the reopen-. 


ing of the fashionaole Bois de 
Boulogne to the French. Until re- 
the Germans had closed it, 
now, with the bar down, the 
Parisians are flocking back to their 


| favorite park. 


French Hostile to Nazis 


The greatest check to normalcy is, 
of course, the presence of German 
trocps, towards whom the French 
people are said to have adapted a 
more hostile attitude in recent 
weeks. Gone are the usual com- 
ments that the troops are. ‘correct 
and polite. The French have now 
picked up the Dutch method of com- 
pletely ignoring the presence of the 
invader. 

Then there are the people who just 
don’t want to be entertained for 
various reasons: either husbands or 
sons are prisoners or killed, etc. 


There is the lack of money and 


|'the German curfew laws and lack of 


oo transportation. 
The ABC and the Optimistes, the ! 


The metros (sub- 
ways) run until 10 p.m. and are 
terribly overcrowded with many sta- 
tions still closed. Tax.s are unknown, 
while buses only run toi suburban 
points. 


The curfew sounds between 10:50 
and 11 p.m. After it has sounded all 
inhabitants must remain in their 
homes until 5 a.m. Trains arriving 
after the curfew remain, in the sta- 
tions, with passengers forced to stay 
in their compartments until morning. 
Troop patrols catching anyone out 
force the ‘transgressors’ to accom- 
pany them on their beats until morn- 
ing. when they are fined or im- 
prisoned. 


Compulsory Showings Of 


_ Prenaganda Pictures 


In Aussie Toned Down 


Canberra, Sept. 18 
Powers previously granted to the 


information department, headed by 
Sir Keith Murdoch, have been toned 


down under the Amended Nationa! 
Security Regulations okayed by the 
Federal government. Pic manare- 


ments are now only reauired to ce- 
vote 10 minutes in every program to 
shorts sponsored by the information 
department for propaganda _ pur- 
poses. 

Formerly, the director of informa- 
tion had the power to compel man- 
agements to run pix backed by the 


department irrespective of any prior 
contract th distribs covering any 
progran This ruling, however, was 
never brought to bear, and the pic 
industry as a whole had _ notified 
Murdoch of its willingness to aid in 
the national war effort in every 
possible way Right now, a council 
of exhibs, distribs and producers is 
working in cooperation with Al'an 
39x, film officer attached to the in- 


formation 
government 


department, to aid the 
to the fullest possible 


|in Europe, is planning to shove off ing the actual state of affairs in the extent. 
| for 
|via Atlantic Clipper. 
| that may stall his departure will be Jjeine as are ‘We Are Not Married’ tes. 


‘Juliette’ | 


Information department will do a 
series: of 12 shorts for loval play- 


4 U.S. Pix, New Low, 


 ] 
For Japanese Release 
Tokyo, Sept. 8. 
American picts which will be re- 
leased in Japan in the coming 


ves: Re pn Re RATT oor eer ” 


neopets 





volved were ‘Grosstadt Nacht,’ 
Ariane,’ ‘Un Monastere,’ ‘Les Deux 


Friends of Arnold Pressburger,| Par has been ordered by the a closing show, autumn season comprise only four, 
Orphalines,’ ‘Poil de Carotte,’ ‘Paris- 


who was for years with Alexander | man government to cease doing busi- | ‘Ecole de la Medisance’ French an unprecedented low. 

'Korda at Denham, are anxiously | ness. He may travel to other Euro- ‘adaptation of ‘School for Scandal.” | They are ‘Union Pacific’ (Par), 
editerranee,’ ‘Los Garetees de I’Es- | looking for him. Has not been heard | pean nations where altered distribu- Most of the film showcases are | ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ (RKO), 
‘adron.’ Harold Sherman, of Fitelson of since the Germans invaded |tion setup demands his immediate | again functioning. Many have been ‘Broadway Melody of 1940’ (M-G), 
& Mayers, represented the plaintiffs. France, where he stayed temporarily. attention. | requisitioned by the Germans to en- | and ‘When Tomorrow Comes’ (U). 





r; | | : 
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Film Biz Appraising What Effect 


Conscription Will Have on Manpower 





Industry executives are checking 
to learn how severely their opera- 
tions would be affected by the na- 
tional conscription law. Concensus 
is that the film business will 
be harder hit than many other like 
industries because of the large num- 
ber of young men on the theatre end. 

Where the peacetime draft regu- 
lation will hit about 4% of the able- 
bodied’ in numerous lines of busi- 
ness, it is estimated that the picture 
business will witness about 6% of 
total male manpower being called to 
the colors under the 21-to-35-year 
stipulation in the law. This would 
mean that about 15,000 men would 
be taken away from their posts in 
the picture industry. 

However, only about one-third of 
the original total called out under 
the conscription setup would be 
taken from working ranks in the 
next few months. This would mean 
the loss of about 5,000 from all 
branches of the film business before 
Jan. 1, 1941, with 10,000 to be called 
subsequently. 

Check this week revealed about 
250,000 men workers in all lines of 
the film trade. Picture officials look 
for the first call in the draft to hit 
men of 24 to 26 years of age. This 
likely would most drastically affect 
males in theatre operations, result- 
ing in material changes within the 
exhibition field even by the end of 
the present year. 


Few Players 
Few male picture stars fall with- 


paratively small number among 
youthful coming stellar players like- 


ly to come under the registration | by the same company. 


scheme. Producing end of the pic- 





bg 





So. Ill. Exhibs’ Meet 


Chicago, Oct. 8. 


Southern Illinois exhibitors, mem- 
bers of the United Theatre Owners 
of Illinois, will meet in Mount 
Vernon this week for a general dis- 
cussion of exhib problems. 

Presiding will be Edward G. Zorn, 
president of the UTOI. Among the 
problems to be discussed will be free 
pictures, tax and other legislation, 
unionization of small town pro- 
jectionists and the consent decree 
rulings, 


UNITED CHAIN'S 
2 NEW DETROIT 
THEATRES 


-_——_——_——_ -- 








Detroit, Oct. 8. 
Detroit—which has seen its heavi- 
est theatre building in the last 15 
years—will have two new houses 
built here by United Motion Theatres 
Co. One of the pair will be a 1,500- 
seat key-run house at Seven Mile 





'and Greenfield Roads, in the boom- 
in the draft limits, with only a com-| ing northwest section. 


It will be 


| called the Alpine—a name picked-for 


an east side house now abandoned 
The other, 
the Apex, will be an 800-seat thea- 


ture business would feel the pinch | tre located in the north end. 


worst in the technical end. Logical 
development anticipated in the trade 
will be the picking of certain studio 
technicians for training in aerial 


The two new houses will enhance 
considerably the booking of the Mu- 


| tual Theatres, the combine which 


will book them. Mutual, managed 


Redeem 2 Saenger Bond 
Issues At $103 Each 


Bond issues of two Saenger the- 
atres have been officially called for 
redemption. Both are listed as obli- 
gations of the Saenger Realty Corp., 
6%s due in 1945, for the Saenger the- 
atre, New Orleans, and the same 
corporation’s 642s due fof payment 
the same year, for the Saenger The- 
atre, Mobile, have been set for call 
Oct. 21. 


Both issues are redeemable at $103. 


R.C. Music Hall Booking 
Stymies Korda’s Yen To 
Roadshow ‘Thief Bagdad’ 


Plan to roadshow Alexander Kor- 
da’s ‘Thief of Bagdad’ in key cities 
throughout the country may have to 
be abandoned. Technicalities of 
Korda’s contract with the Radio City 
Music Hall by which the picture was 


originally booked into that house for 
its New York preem may upset the 
scheme for two-a-daying it in Man- 
hattan, which would be followed by 
a general cancellation of the plan. 


Roadshow idea came up after the 
M.H. pact was signed. Agreement, 
however, provides for automatic can- 
cellation if the producer desires to 
roadshow the picture in some other 
house—provided admission charged 
is at least twice that prevailing at 
the Music Hall. United Artists, 
which releases Korda product, on 
that basis made a tentative agree- 
ment for the film to two-a-day at the 
Globe, Brandt house on Broadway. 


Now UA attorneys are pondering 
whether or not the $2.20 top which 
would be charged for the roadshow 
is twice as much as the Music Hall’s 
‘prevailing price.’ They neither 














7 save Korda open to a law-| 3 i 
funy to lsave Korda open  f | lops off a big slice of overhead. The 


suit by the Radio City house nor 


photography work of the air service. | by Raymond E. Moon, had gathered | cause any hard feeling in that quar- 


Conscription 


Veteran Film Extras Fear Washup; 
Producer-Guild Standing Committee 


Favors Probationing Promising Kids 


Abrams Leaves U 
sands of film-struck casual players, 


Leo Abrams, Universal's short sales | selective hiring of extras and central- 
manager for the last 18 months, re- ization of casting have been recorn- 
sgned last week. He had been in| mended to the Association of Motion 
charge of U’s New York exchange Picture Producers. A probationary 
for 10 years before becoming short membership in the Screen Actors 
sales chief. He was with U 25 years. | Guild for promising youngsters also 








Hollywood, Oct. 8. 





law registration, of |considerable strength in this area | ter. 

course, will show these up instantly, | recently making four other additions.| problem results from the fact that 

Cameramen, electricians, narrators | Among the houses which it has taken M.H. regularly sells 900 reserved 

and carpenters would be affected to | over is the 400-seat Alden, operated | lowe seats at $1.65, although its top 

the greatest extent. iby Joseph Miskinis, and the new | gor atetasites locations is only 99c. 
Survey indicated that there will | 1,000-seat Parkside, operated by ak in : 


ace fawer ‘ 3 ore seats 
be no occupational exemptions for | Moss Bros., which opened Oct. 3 rage tga cage Phas sneered 
the film business. Majority of com- | The other pair of bookings are 2,000- 
panies have indicated they would |seat Carmen, operated by Phil Gor- 
Bive positions back to those called |elick, and the 1,500-seat Civic, which 
to the colors. Joseph Stoia will open shortly. 











5 Houses Near S.A. 
San Antonio, Oct. 8. 
There are a total of five houses on 
military reservations in and about 
this city. At the army post there is 


the recently opened Ft. Sam Houston | 


theatre with a seating capacity of 
1,204. Randolph Field, home of the 
Army Flying school, boasts of 900 
Seats. Kelly Field, 700; Brooks, 350, 
and Camp Bullis, 998. 

According to Sergeant Simon, in 
charge of the Ft. Sam Houston the- 
atre, each house is playing to ca- 
pacity crowds daily and with the 
proposed addition of troops in this 
area, a new house is being planned 
for Ft. 6am Houston. 

Each house has five changes a 
week, duals on Sunday and Monday, 
and Wednesday and Thursday. Nom- 
inal admission charges are at all the- 
atres, 25c being top. 

Brownweed’s Boon 
Brownweed, Texas, Oct. 8. 

With the U. S. moving an 
campment of 14,000 troops here, local 
theatre men are expecting a sudden 
biz boom. 

L. D. Brown,- operator of the 
Queen and the Gem, in an arrange- 
ment with Interstate will build a 
new 1,000-seater, to get under way 
pronto. The Queen has been com- 
pletely remodeled and seating in- 
creased to 575. Other house here is 
the recently opened Texas, operated 
by R. A. Weller. 

Phil Isley has already secured a 


building site and purchased equip- | 


ment for a house which is expected 
to be ready in a menth. 

This city will be the home of the 
Texas National Guard groups in the 
nation’s defense plan. 





She Got the Call 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Paulette Goddard was signed by 
ames Roosevelt for a co-starring 


Tole with James Stewart in ‘Pot 0’) 
Gold,’ to be produced at the RKO- | 


Pathe studio for United Artists re- 
lease, 


George Marshall girects the pic-| 


ture, built around the Horace Heidt 
Tadio program, with the band leader 
in a featured role, 


en- | 


Two New Memphis Nabes 
Memphis, Oct. 8. 


Two new nabe houses preemed | 
last week. 
| J. A. West, former Mississippi 


showman, unveiled his 
Hollywood. He has been out 
|} of the business for couple of 
years after owning houses at Louis- 
| ville and Philadelphia, Miss. 

| Cullins & Evans, former operators 
of the Orpheum before its acquisi- 
tion by M. A. 
to New Malco, opened their new 
Idlewild, 950-seat spot in the heart 
of choice residential section. 


900-seat 


| Gorelick’s Two Additions 
Detroit, Oct. 8. 
|! A new house is planned for De- 
troit’s growing northwest section 
with the announcement of a theatre 
| by Philip Gorelick. He also is build- 
ing a new theatre in Dearborn. 
Jack Broder keeps building up his 
| chain here. He has taken over the 
Oakman, formerly operated by 
Krass circuit. Now makes four the- 
atres for Broder. 


DENATURED ‘REMOUS’ 
(FR.) PREEMS IN N. Y. 


After two of litiga- 
tion, New York got its first glimpse 
lof ‘Remous,’ French-made picture, 
when it opened the new Art theatre 


nearly years 


lof ‘Whirlpool.’ N. Y. State censors 
okayed it in present version. 
duction, a ‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover’ 
|theme, originally was released in 
France early in 1935. 


that the present version is consider- 
ably scissored and objectional pas- 
sages covered by mild English titles. 
Others are slashed out of the story. 

New theatre is 600-seater, located 
in a store-apartment house taxpayer 
structure just off University Place. 
Irving Ludwig, formerly assistant 
| manager at the Rivoli, N. Y., is man- 
aging the operation for Herman 
Weingarten, owner. Policy is single 
' feature, with foreign-made films used 
| whenever available, 


| 


Lightman and change | 


in Greenwich Village under the tag | 


Pro- | 


N. Y. censors | 
objected to the theme, with result | 


in the entire house than the Music 
Hall has in the loge. Which brings 
up the question of whether $1.65 or 
99c is the ‘prevailing’ price in this 
situation. 


vacation before announcing future 

plans now under discussion. 
Abrams post over shorts sales 

probably will not be filled. 





PRODUCTION 
FOR 40-41 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 


Monogram Productions, a subsidi- 
ary of Monogram Pictures, goes into 
an inactive state with little likelihood 
of filming any pictures for the 1940- 
41 program. Company is depending 
almost entirely on product by in- 
dividual units to fill the corming sea- 
son’s distribution quota. Last picture 
made by Mono was ‘The Bat,’ recent- 
|ly completed Boris Karloff starrer. 

Suspension of production and con- 
|centration on distribution is in line 
| with Mono’s new economy plan, 
which cuts down the personnel and 








| production incorporation continues 

| to exist, in skeleton form, in case it 

|is decided to resume picture-making 

| later, 

| Change means that Scott R. Dun- 
lap, v.p. in charge of production will 
make films with his own organiza- 
tion for distribution by the parent 
company. 


'ture and has three more lined up. 





Golden’s Mono Swing 


He has completed one 
Marcia Mae Jones-Jackie Moran fea- 


Abrams states he will take a brief; was urged by the Producer-SAG 


Standing Committee last night 
(Mon.) in its first report to the As- 
sociation. This move would necessi- 
tate the SAG reopening its member- 
ship to extras, but it is claimed that 
work of the probationers would be 





so regulated as not to take any po- 
tential coin away from the regular 
extra who depends upon the indus- 


try for a living. 

Adoption of the amendment would 
at once remove approximately 2,000 
from the membership rolls of the 
SAG. The current paid-up Class B 
membership of the Guild is 6,501. 
While 2,900 Guilders are included in 
the list of extras who earned $10 or 
less in 1939 and whom the commit- 
tee has recommended be dropped, 
many of them have already been 
eliminated for non-payment of dues. 

The committee, which has just 
completed an exhaustive study of the 
| extra situation, was appointed by the 
|producers and the SAG to recom- 
|; mend a permanent cure for the ex- 
| tra problem. It is composed of Stew- 
| art McKee, chairman, a_ business 
man; William S. Holman, general 
manager of Warners; and Murray 
Kinnell, of the SAG. The committee 
has spent more than a year inter- 
| viewing extras, studying economic 
conditions, etc, 

Oldtimers See Handwriting 

Regular players are certain to ap- 
prove the elimination of casuals. But 
they may take a different view of 
the recommendation that a proba- 
tionary membership be established 
for youngsters. Some of them are 
skeptical this is a move to eliminate 
the ‘oldtimers,’ many of whom have 
with the 
started and are now protesting be- 
cause youngsters are taking much of 
| their work. 
| In summing up the casual situae 
tion, the committee reported: 





been industry since it 


Original reason for taking ‘Bag- Eddie A. Golden, general sales ‘Our records show that 9,849 ine 
dad’ out of Radio City and road- | manager for Monogram, is leaving dividuals were placed through Cen- 
showing it still exists—the picture | his New York headquarters ene tral Casting Corp. in 1939. Of this 
lwill have to wait until around; week on an extended swing through number there were 5,285 persons 
| Thanksgiving to get a date at the the middle-west which will carry | who worked 1 days or more and 


Music Hall, because the house is sO 
glutted with product. Film in a 
couple weeks at the M H. could earn 


roadshow at the Globe, so the prin- 
cipal reason for desiring the change 
is to speed up the New York preem 
Other selling is being held up pend- 
ing a decision on this date, the only 
other engagement being the Carthay 
Circle, Los Angeles, where it will be- 
gin roadshowing Oct. 17 under plans 
made before the Music Hall angle 
appeared. 


SUES TO DISSOLVE 
THEATRE PARTNERSHIP 


y 








; « > thy 
the same rental as during a lengthy | 


him to the Coast. 
ber. 
Cleveland, Detroit, 


onto, Chicago, 


Kansas City, Dallas, Houston and Los 


Angeles. 


WISPER & WETSMAN’S 





17TH HOUSE IN MICH. 


| Detroit, Oct. 8. 

Wisper & Wetsman Circuit here 
continues to enlarge. The latest ac- 
quisition of the chain is the Oakman, 


large nabe, taken over from Jack 
Krass. It gives W. & W. 17 theatres 


now, making it the largest independ- 


He probably will 
not return until sometime in Novem- | jegs 


Golden plans to visit Buffalo, Tor- 


4,564 persons who worked 10 days or 
I The 4,564 extras who worked 
10 days or less thorough Central 


Casting, however, represent only 
30% of the estimated total of 15,000 


extras who worked sometime during 
1939. This estimate of the total num- 
ber of extras employed in 1939 ine 
‘ludes those who weve hired directly 
by the studios and through the in- 
dependent casting agencies. Of the 
4,564 who worked 10 days or less 
| through Central Casting during 1939, 
| 2,942 were members of the Guild.’ 

A new move by studio unions to 
force steady employment of their 
members is seen in:th demands to 
be submitted to Producers this week 
by Moving Picture Painters Local 
644 in behalf of industry title artists, 
The artists are asking for a five-day, 


ent circuit in Michigan. At least | 49-hour week, based on 52 weeks 
Louisville, Oct. 8. three of the additions have been | consecutive employment. 

Suit was filed here Friday (4) in made this year. The Oakman = Herbert Sorrell, business repre- 
pn pa oes court by William | closed after its addition to the chain | sentative of Local 644. who will 
epee yay Rainn i against | to undergo $30,000 worth of remodel- | handle negotiations for the Artists, 
poker ccigige rag anapolis, and ing. ~_ : i la also has offered to kick back a 10% 
‘rank M. Krapp, LaJolla, Calif., all The Oliver in the North “nd aS | wage increase given the Studio 
he a ae and po tors operating at | been taken over by Moule & New- ‘Painters if the companies will guar- 
poten Aeron Rosenthal asked | man Circuit. Al Ruttenberg, who ‘antee them 42 weeks’ work each 

that the partnership owning the’ was running the Oliver, will con- year. | 
Vogue, St. Mathews (suburb ol tinue to operate the Iris. Cliff Nazarro has been nominated 
Louisville), and Strand and Shelby Another chain addition was the |as a candidate for president of Los 
theatres. Shelbyville, Ky. be dis- | adding by the Ashman Bros., oper- | Angeles Chapter of the American 
solved. ‘ Suit further requests the ators of an upstate chain, of the Gar- | Guild of Variety Artists. Eddie 


court to appoint a receiver, require 
Settos to account for the firm’s funds, 
and wants property or proceeds to be 
| distributed among the partners. 


asserted business rela- 


Rosenthal 


ltions have been strained, and stated | 


it was impossible for the partners to 
continue in the operation and man- 
| agement of their properties. Further 
stated that Settos ‘has taken control 
(of money accounts and property of 
the firm and converted same to his 
own use,’ and Krapp has ‘failed to 
account for about $23,000 belonging 
to the partnership.’ Rosenthal’s suit 
charges firm is indebted to him for 
about $3,000. Suit states plaintiff 
owns half interest in two houses in 


‘Shelbyville, and one-third interest in 


the Vogue, with asset value of 


' $23,000. 


den house at Frankfort, Mich., which 
was formerly owned by Mrs. Custer 
Carland. 


The Cactus Gets "Em 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Ken Maynard is returning to pic- 
tures when he finishes his current 
job with Cole Bros. circus. 
Western actor plans to produce 
and star in a series of sagebrushers. 


IN THE UPPER BERTH 
Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

Top femme spot in ‘Sleepers East,’ 
a Sol M. Wurtzel production at 20th- 
Fox, goes to Lynn Bari. 

Lou Breslow is scripting remake 
of the silent film, based on a novel 
‘py Frederick Nebel. 








Davis, Jauquin Gray, Frank Mitchell 
and Mead Sigler will fight it out for 
|the vice-presidency. Helene Heller 
jis the only nominee for treasurer, 
|and Princess Wynemah is the only 
nominee for recording secretary. 
Nominees for the AGVA board of 
directors are Harpo Marx, Roger 
Imhof, Lucile Gleason, James Burke, 
Jack Frost, Jade Rhodore,-. Lynn 
Mayberry, Sugar Geise, Fred Scott, 
Phil Arnold, Cantu, Ala Leina Reed, 
|Eddie Anderson, Laurel Graves, 
|Sareta Raye, Peggy Robbins and 
| George Stewart. 

| Producers have turned thumbs 
|down on the request of the Society 
lof Motion Picture Film Editors that 
| editors on call who receive $150 per 
| week be included in the 10% wage 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Knute Rockne—All 


American 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Warner Pros. releace of Robert Fellows 
roduction, Features Pat O'Brien, Gale 
ox Ronald Reagan, Donald Crisp, Al- 
bert Basserman, Directed by Lloyd Bacon. 
Original screenplay by Robert Puckner, 
based on private papers of Mrs. Rockne 
and the University of Notre Dame; cam- 
era, Tony Gaudio; special effects, tyron 
Haskins and Rex Wimpy; editor, Ralph 
Dawvon: asst. director, Jesse Hibbs; tech- 
nical advisors, Nick Lukats and J 4 
Haley. Previewed at WB Hollywood, Oct 
4, °40. Running time, 97 MINS. 

Knute Rockne. .... 5 ..Pat O'Brien 
Bonnie Skiles Kockne.... ..Gele Pare 
George Gipp.........-+5> Ronald Reagan 
Father John Callahen, C.8.C.Donald Crisp 
Father Julius Nieuwland.Albert Basserman 
Committee Chairman..........++: John Lite} 
WCCO ccccccccescccvecevecse Henry O'Neill 
Tee. BPOTOEE cn cscccoscesue Owen Davis, Jr. 
Lars Knutson Rockne..... ...John Qualen 
Martha Rockne...........s:- Dorothy Tree 


peawhurest John Sheffield 


Knute (at age of 


The Moreau Choir of Notre Dame. 
| Nick Lukats 
The Four Horsemen Kane Richmond 


William Marshall 
| William Byrne 

Howard Jones, Glenn ‘Pop’ Warner, Alonzo 
Stagg, Wiliam ‘Bill’ Spaulding. 

Highlights in the colorful life of 

Knut Rockne, one of the most promi- 

nent figures in the world of football 

during the present generation, are 

woven into biographical film 

drama that carries both inspirational 


<A 


and dramatic appeal on a_ wide 
scale. Tied in with the current 
Rockne celebrations being held in 


various parts of the country, and na- 
tional interest generated through the 
world premiere of the picture at 
South Bend, ‘Knute Rockne—All 
American’ will roll up hefty yardage 
at the theatre boxoffiees. 

Immortalizing ‘Rock,’ whose im- 
pression of ciean sportsmanship, 
teamwork, and determimation to win 
in eny game—whether it be on the 
fields of football or life—is indelibly 
stamped in the characters of the 
thousands of boys who played on 
his teams, and this picture stands as 
one of ifie best biographical picturi- 
zations ever turned out. 

Story opens with Rockne’s father 
deciding to come to this country-— 
the land of opportunity. Knute 
grows up around Chicago, works as 
a post office clerk until he saves 
enough to enroll at Notre Dame. His 
scholastic career, including’ the 
famous Dorais-to-Rockne forward 
pass play which defeated the Army, 
is briefly sketched—also his romance 
with Bonnie Skiles and his decision 
to remain as a chemistry instructor 
and assistant grid coach. Major por- 
tion of the biography deals with his 
coaching experiences and the whoie- 
some influence he exerted on the 
boys under his direction, until the 
ill-fated plane trip to the Coast. 

Picture is studded with familiar 
incidents in Rockne’s life—the meet- 
ing with George Gipp, latter's brief 
grid glories and death from pneu- 
monia, defeat by Army after a long 
winning streak and the early morn- 
ing reception of Rock on his return 
to South Bend, his decision to accept 
coaching as a life work in prefer- 
ence to chemical research, and his 
memorable ‘go out and win this one 
for the Gipper’ in an Army game. 
Through it all runs the theme of 
Rockne’s whole purpose in life 
moulding boys under his care to be- 
come good Americans who are con- 





scious of their responsibilities and 
opportunities. 
Pat O’Brien delivers a fine char- 


acterization of the immortal Rockne, 
catching the spirit of the role with 


an understanding of the human 
qualities of the man. Donald Crisp 
turns in his usual capable per- 


formance as Father John Callahan, 


head of Notre Dame, while Gale 
Page is an excellent choice for 
Bonnie Skiles. Others in support 
include Ronald Regan as George 
Gipp; Albert Basserman, Owen 
Davis, Jr., as Gus Dorais, John 
Qualen and Dorothy Tree. Four 


outstanding grid coaches, friends and 
contemporaries of Rockne—Howard 
Jones, Glenn ‘Pop’ Warner, Alonzo 
Stagg and William Spaulding—are 
brought in for brief appearances in 
one sequence. 

Picture necessarily unfolds in 
episodic fashion, to cover the span 
of years it depicts. Football se- 
quences are deftly intercut, with 
much of the footage apparent) 
newsreel clips from the games de 
picted, and most of it from the tra- 
ditional Army-Notre Dame games 
There’s an anti-climax which car- 
ries on after the plane crash which 
covers the Rockne funeral services 
in the Notre Dame chapel, with an 
eulogy by Crisp. It’s a smacko 
tragic finish that will find few dry 
eyes in the audience. 

Lloyd Bacon directs, from script 
compiled on fact by Robert Buckner. 
Picture is more than a historical 
document of football during the past 
three decades—it’s an inspirational 
reminder of what this country 
stands for. And decidedly timely. 

Walt. 


They Knew What They 
Wanted 


RKO release of Erich Pommer 
tion. Stars Carole Lombard, 
Lavugton; features William Gargan, Harry 
Carey, Frank Fay. Directed by Gurson 
Kanin. Screenplay by Robert Ardrey from 
play by Sidney Howard; camera, Harry 
Stradling; musical score, Alfred Newman; 
special effects, Vernon L. Walker; editor, 
John Sturges: asst. director, Ruby Rosen- 
berg. Previewed in Projection Room, N.Y., 
Oct. 8, °40. Running time, 90 MINS, 


Beautifully acted, excellently di- 
rected and produced with fine feel- 


s 


Y 
i 





produc- 
Charles 





ork . »* 


> 


ing, “They Knew What They Want- 
ed,’ reaches the screén from the RKO 
studio under its ownm name as a class 
picture for the top first runs, guar- 
anteed to delight the emotionally in- 
clined. For the marquee are the 
names of Carole Lombard and 
Charles Laughton, co-starred, with 


strong feature suppurt from William 
Gargan, Harry Carey and Frank Fay. 
On two previous occasions the late | 


Sidney Howard’s drama of passion 


and forgiveness among simple peo- | 


ple in California's vineyards has 
been filmed, but each time under a 
different title, on the theory, per- 


haps, that if audiences didn’t know | 


in advance that they were going to 
see a story of love’s misstep their 
morals were protected. Pola Negri 
and Jean Hersholt played it as ‘The 
Secret Hour’ (Paramount '28) and 
Vilma Banky and Edward G. Robin- 
son did it as ‘A Lady in Love’ 
(Metro, ’30). 2 

It’s an honest piece of playwriting 
and when produced by the Theatre 
Guild in 1924 it was a Pulitzer prize 
winner. 

xesentially a drama of characteri- 
zation, the lead parts are capitally 
played by Miss Lombard, as the little 
waitress who was wooed bv 
Charles Laughton in black mustache 
as Tony the grape-gruwe:, i.. . 
Gan as the foreman heavy. 


Fay gives a sincere and kindly per- | 
formance as the padre, and Harry | 
Carey makes the country doctor a) 


standout, 

Film was directed by Garson 
Kanin under Erich Pommer’s super- 
vision as producer. The location 
shots were admirably chosen and 
Harry Stradling’s camera caught the 
beauty and charm of the California 
vineyards. 

After a series of costume parts 
Laughton re-establishes himself as 
the gentle Italian whose love was big 
enough to overlook transgression. 

In the main, however, it is Miss 


Lombard’s picture and perhaps the | 


best dramatic bit she has done. 

None of the story essentials is de- 
leted by Robert Ardrey in the 
screenscript, and his improvisations 
keep the plot moving smoothly. Dia- 
log is simple and direct. 

Although ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted’ is nearly 20 
tains a certain freshness, and its 
makers show acumen in not attempt- 
ing to use it for social preachment. 
It scores because it is faithfully done. 

Flin, 


LONG VOYAGE HOME 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
United Artists release of Argosy Corp. 
(Walter Wanger) production. Features 
John Wayne, Thomas Mitchell, Ian Hunter. 


TY 


Produced and directed by John Ford. y ; P i 
Screenplay, Dudley Nichols, based upon low key lighting a masterpiece. 
one-act plays by Eugene O'Neill; camera, | Walt. 
Gregg Toland; editor, Sherman Todd; mu- | cee 
sical score, Richard Hageman; musical 
conductor, Edward Paul; production assist- 
conduct, Seve tr an,| -10O MANY GIRLS 
Lowell Farrell; special effects, R. T. Lay- Yen 
ton, R. O. Binger. Previewed Oct. 1, ‘40, | (MUSICAL) 
at Four Star, L, . Running time, 103 Hollywood, Oct. 4. 
MINS. - . 
- , i RKO release of George Abbott produc- 
Dri os Dreentrers eee ons Mitchel tion, directed by Abbott. Features Lucille 
tee PSR OHCASHADEODSOESO ES ee ig Ball, Richard Carlson, Ann Miller, Eddie 
pete mother tee aah! ee Witaderaia Bracken, Frances Langford, Desi Arnaz 
*h “ Cir tie chal dint dale Salata a ci Wiitri 7 a aad n | an 1 Hal LeRoy, Screenplay by John Twist, 
oP gta guaaelhde ate Antahahaass * ae ra Ry —. from musical by George Marion, Jr., Rich- 
re eee eet ; we J ry C aah " ard todgers and TLorenz Hart camera, 
PeaEreenesarestetaensst treet ys Wee lost Frank Redman; editor, William Hamilton: 
Donk +, tte SEE Tes, or, oa Shie y, | asst. director, Dewey Starkey; special ef- 
I abi aingg av foes somipbcbialess X ia h rohagaca is fects, Vernon L. Walker; dances, LeRoy | 
ters eee ee J M » Ke eaty van | Prinz. Previewed at Pantages, Oct. 3, '40. | 
al 2-house MND. cccccesccs - wl. errigé unninge : 
Tropical WOMAN... .ssssesee: Rafaela Ottiano | Running time, 84 MINS, 
Bumboat girl.....sceeesees Carmen Mirales | Connie Casey.....cceceseeeeees Lucille Ball | 
Cree. Meeeivecccccivs Richard Carlson 
iil eh POO. bc cess enenseee Ann Miller 
Combining dramatic content of | Jojo “Jordan Eddie Bracken 
four Eugene O'Neill one-act plays, | Eileen Hilers Frances Langford 
John Ford pilots adventures of a yo ee os A Arnaz 
. l erwil er LeRo 
tramp steamer from the West Indies | fay ian Len 07! FS song Moasinyse 
to an American port, and then/Mr. Casey Harry Shannon 
across the Atlantic with cargo of | Beverly Waverl) Douglas Walton 
high explosives. Picture is typically coe Tey ae ( — P. lute 
in o - . Midge a )) Peer ae eeee AINY eréon 
Fordian, his direction accentuating | Mrs. Tewksbury... Ivy Scott 
characterizations and a@ventures of | Sheriff Andaluz. .Byron. Shores 
the voyage to highest pitch of | ~—- 
realism. . | George Abbott takes over the pro- 
In being tabbed as a directorial | ducer-director chores for the film 


achievement— with Ford making 
much out of little—picture still fails | 
to fill requirements for general audi- 
ence appeal. It’s lusty and vigorous} 
he-man stuff, but not sufficient to 
catch the femme audiences. Critics 
will hand if artistic rating, but b.o. 
returns look to be_on the lee side 
and limited lack of names is a 
further handicap outside metropoli- 

keys where exploitation may 
help. 

ory has adventurous background 
which Ford hangs development 
characterizations rather than 
movement. It plods along at slow 
tempo, making onlookers wonder 
when ship wil finally make an 
English port safely. There’s a rather 
confusing passage in which Ian 
Hunter, as a deckhand, is pictured | 
as an enemy spy, and although he is 
finally cleared, nothing explains his | 
actions that lead to original sus- | 
picions. | 
_ Aside from explosive cargo aboard, 
little interest is generated: in final | 
safety of crew, as yarn points out | 
they are all men of the sea, who will | 
ship ovt again soon as pay evapo- 
rates; all but John Wayne, who! 
wants a nestegg for a farm in| 
Sweden, but he’s lost in the shuffle | 
of characters and never highlighted | 
for audience interest. 

Along the voyage there’s plenty of 
dialog and action in the crew’s| 
quarters, with Thomas Mitchell the 
accepted leader of the group. Storm | 
at sea, in which ship’s anchor breaks 
loose, and it is finally cut away— | 
with ward Bond fatally injured in| 
brave action—is particularly real- 
istic. Lingering suffering and death 
of Bond, with resultant sea burial. is | 
both over-played and over-tragic. | 
Passage through the submarine zone 


Oli 


f 
ol 





+7 —— 
Pian 


ears old it re- | 


| shuffle. 


Miniature Reviews 





‘Knute Rockne—All American’ 

(WB). A strong and inspira- 

| tional drama that will score 
plenty of b. o. touchdowns. 

‘They Knew What They 
Wanted’ (RKO). Excellent re- 
make, starring Carole Lombard 
and Charles Laughton, and 
aimed fer top first runs. 

‘Long Voyage Home’ 

John Ford's artistic sock, 
| doubtful big b.o. entry. 
‘foo Many Girls’ (RKO). Film 
version of George Abbott stage 
musical; good biz prospects with 
exploitation hypoing grosses. 

‘Down Argentine Way’ (20th). 
Filmusical in brilliant Techni- 
color with eye and ear appeal 
for moderate to good biz. 

‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th). 
Seasonal vehicle for the pigskin 
trade. Should get fair b.o. 
| ‘Angels Over Breadway’ (Col). 
Ben Hecht’s venture as_ pro- 
ducer - director - writer misses. 

‘Diamond Frontier’ (U). Stere- 
otype action yarn about the 
South African diamond _ rush; 
for lower duals. 

‘Triple Justice’ (RKO). George 
O’Brien in a good western. 

‘Frontier Vengeance’ (Rep). 
Mediocre western starring Don- 
ald ‘Red’ Barry, for the second- 
ary duals only. 

‘Mozart’ (British). Austrian 
composer’s music a saving grace; 
fair for arty theatres only. 

‘Eli Eli’ (Cinema). Competent- 
ly made Yiddish film, starring 
Esther Field. 


oe 


‘with blackout restrictions is more 
|informative than dramatic. Stuka- 
|bombing and machine-gunning of 
ithe ship in sight of land is a dra- 
|/matie excuse for heroic death of 
| Hunter just before landing. 
Mitchell hits a high mark in the 
|seaman’s character — two-fisted, 
|domineering, and still kindly and 
|loyal to his pals. Wayne’s role is 
|}submerged among the sailor char- 
|acters, best of which are Hunter, 
John Qualen, Bond, Arthur Shields, 
Joseph Sawyer and Barry Fitzgerald, 
who catches attention as a messroom 
steward. 

Walter Wanger provided topnotch 
production layout for the picture, 
with Gregg Toland’s photography in 


(UA). 
a 











| version of his Broadway musical hit 


of Jast year. Despite its many ob- 
vious faults in filmusical form, ‘Too 
Many Girls’ is sufficiently gay and 
giddy—with plenty of music and 
dancing—to get across for nominally 
profitable biz in the regular runs as 
a bill topner. Exploitation of 


ite 
4S 


light and frothy entertainment con- | 


tent, especially aimed at the school 
and college groups, will add ma- 
terially to the b.o. take. 

Outstanding factor in the filmusi- 
cal version of ‘Too Many Girls’ to 
keep it from dipping into boredom, 
is its constant display of youthful 
effervescence and spontaneity. 
rect transposition of a stage musical 
to films, without making changes to 
accommodate the wider advantages 
of presentation as a picture, is de- 
cidedly oldfashioned. 
that route. He also fails to focus au- 
dience attention on the song num- 
bers. which seem to get lost in the 
The story is spasmodic, 
with much of the rich comedy of 
the stage show missing due to over- 
lap of dialog and failure to point up 
the gag toppers. 

In the majority of pictures, these 


faults would be impossible hurdles | 


to overcome, but Abbott successfully 
bridges the handicaps. ‘Too Many 


| Girls’ is lively, fast-moving, gay and | 


nonsensical, with these attributes 
paraded against a colorful collegiate 
background, 
eral good 
sprinkled with beauteous dancing 
girls who com from nowhere to 
merge in large ensemble numbers. 
Despite lack of marquee values in 
the cast setup, there are some 
crackerjack performers in the line- 
up. Four members of the stage 
how are transformed to their re- 


tunes, and 


Ree 


Di- | 


Abbott takes | 


It is studded with sev- | 
liberally | 


spective assignments here; 


Eddie; Grable’s rhumba stepping 
Bracken, Desi Arnaz, Hal LeRoy and | more effective than 





is much 
her vocal 


j i : izing 
Libby Bennett. Bracken continues; while Miss Greenwood typicali¢c 
|his deadpan comedy role, with its|sings and dances in comedy tempo 
irich dialog lines, and clicks in a| ‘Sing to Your Senorita.’ 


big way to command attention for 


ifurther picture deals. Desi 
| who is getting an extensive publicity 
buildup as the  heartthrob 

'Cuba, has an intriguing film per- 
sonality that might carry him far. 


lfinale provides a smash specialty 
| that will be remembered. 
| Ann Miller, drafted 
'George White ‘Scandals,’ 
leral fast solo. dances, but 


the 
sev- 


addi- 


from 
does 
in 


Arnaz, 


from 


His drum-beating conga dance in the 


_ Story is both threadbare and st 
in itself. It’s another one about 
| breeding and racing horses. Ameéthe’s 
'father breeds thoroughbreds in the 
| Argentine, and Miss Grable is the rich 
|New York girl whose hobby is eo}. 
| lecting blue-ribbon jumpers. Ameche 
| brings a consignment to the States 
for sale, but there's an old family 
feud the young folks are unaware of 
| SO none of the horses can be sold to 
|the girl. The romance starts there, 


atic 


‘tion displays a fresh and youthful | and continues in the Argentine when 


personality with plenty of showman- 
|ship behind it. This is Miss Miller’s 
second try in Hollywood, after an 
unoptioned term at RKO about three 


ability should tie her up as a perma- 
nent film fixture for filmusicals in 
the upper brackets. 

Lucille Ball is a beaut for the lead, 
with Richard Carlson opposite for 


the major romantic interest. Hal 
LeRoy is mainly decorative, al- 
though he has one dance number 
prominently spotted. Libby Ben- 


nett and others in support are lost 
in the scrimmage. Frances Lang- 
ford’s song assignments are oKay. 


girl whose 
ball stars as her bodyguards when 
she takes off for a college in the 
southwest cactus country. Place is 
| overrun with girls, which gives 
| plenty of production opportunity for 
display of girly ensembles. The 
gria quartet is persuaded to join the 





football squad, which immediately 
skyrockets the team to national 
prominence. Carlson falls in love 


with the girl, and gets her in the 
end. 
Picture is rich in production values 


bles. Football sequences are fairly 
authentic and avoid ithe general 
comedy antics on the gridiron in the 
brief displays of the games. LeRoy 
Prinz incorporates some new twists 
to the dances, while puoneer ey by 
| Frank Redman is of consistently high 
| standard, Walt. 








Down Argentine Way 
(Musical) 
(TECHNICOLOR) 

Hollywood, Oct. 2. 


release of Darryl F. 
Brown) production. 


| 20th Century-Fox 

Zanuck (Harry Joe 
Stars Don Ameche, Betty Grable, Carmen 
| Miranda; features Charlotte Greenwood, 
| Directed by Irving Cummings, Screenplay 
by Darrell Ware and Kar! Tunberg; story, 
| Rian James and Ralph Spence; songs, 
Gordon and Harry Warren; camera, Jon 
Shamroy and Ray Hennahan; editor, Bar- 
bara McLean; dances, Nicholas Castle and 








Ricardo Quintana 
Glenda Crawford 
; Carmen Miranda 

sinnie Crawf 
Casiano...... , 
| Don Diego Quintana 
Helen Carson.... ° 


pe cael Grable 
Herself 


Betty 
rd ( irlotte Greenwood 
J. Carrol Naish 
Henry Stephenson 
Katharine Aldridge 


Mack | 


| was 


years ago, and her performance and | 


| 
} 


| 
| 


} 


Lightweight story concerns a rich) 
father hires four foot- | 


and lavishness of the dance ensem- | 





| 


| 


| 


Miss Grable follows him back home. 

|Then the two lovers must convince 
| the old man on two points—the feud 
\ unnecessary, and his prize 
jumper is a champion flat racer. 

Carrying advantage of gorgeous 
Technicolor mounting, with Wazzlin 
color throughout in both settings an 
costumes that keeps constantly re- 
minding the onlooker that it’s all a 
showy revue, the picture neverthe- 
less receives plenty of enhancement 
due to the tinting process. The tints 
are the latest improvement in the 
steady progress by the Technicolor 
company, and provide sharper con- 
trast and better definition than here- 
tofore. 

Ameche capably handles his role 
of the dashing Argentinian, and puts 
over his song assignments with ease. 
Miss Grable is light on vocal abilities, 
which, however, &re overcome by 
her dances and beauty under the 
cameras. Charlotte Greenwood does 
much to liven story passages with 
some sound comedy with Leonid 
Kinskey. Latter catches many laughs 
as a Latin gigolo, while J. Carroll 
Naish provides a brief but sterling 
characterization of the hacienda 
stable overseer. Others in support 
include Henry Stephenson, Chris- 
Pin Martin and Charles Judels. 

Walt. 


—_—_ -— 


YESTERDAY’S HEROES 


20th century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt- 
zel production. Features Jean Roxers, 
Robert Sterling, Ted North. Katherine 
Aldridge, Russell Gleason. Directed by 
Herbert I, Leeds. Story, William Krent; 
screenplay, Irving Cummings, Jr., William 
Conselman, Jr.; camera, Charles Clarke; 
editor, Al De Gaetano. Reviewed at Ne- 


braska, Lincoln, Sept. 80, ‘40. Running 
; time, 65 MINS, 
POET Te TTT eee TTT Tee Jean Rogers 
Ws 60008060665 eewaorcecos Robert Sterling 
Ses re ; Ted North 
DM cGhbchaee ou she 40 Katherine Aldridge 
SPURUOESs SObecdnceaceesinecss Kussell Gleason 
Serer Tr eT ey ...-Richard Lane 
PONGE. osceqescacecod «- -Edmund MacDonald 
eOUEs6coset 60snetnes eeccecs George Irving 
SND. 65 ue Kes acneedees eee Emma Dunn 
0 eRe re ea Harry Haydon 
ie err Isabel Randolph 
hci he os de bagel a eee eee s Pierre Watkin 
Pre TT Tee eee Frank Sully 


Geneva Sawyer Previewed at Westwood 
Village, Oct. 1, ‘40. Running time, 92 | 
MINS. | 


Don Ameche 


| duals. 


(co fo Serre ... Leonid Kinskey 
TCT eee Chris-Pin Martin | 
| Jimmy Blake....... -..Robert Conway 
| Sebastian. . rrrree ce Gregory Gaye 
[+ 6066600648608 6bGGaee Bobby Stone 
Ambassador..... eoveses Charles Judels 

Nicholas Brothers 

Dance Specialties....... Thomas and 

Catherine Dowling 

Siz Hits and a Miss.........0.. rhemselves 
Carmen Miranda Band Themselves 
Whe Crawtord, occcieses Mdward Fielding 
MMRGREEDs 655%K000608 . Edward Conrad 
Hotel Managers..... \ Fortunio Bonanova 
fand Armand Kaliz 

Montero... ‘ ..Frank Puglia 
In producing ‘Down Argentine 


Way,’ Darryl Zanuck takes a double- 
barrelled shot. Firstly to explore 
possibilities of substantially increas- 
ing grosses from the Latin and South 


American markets, in addition to 
alming at the fancies of domestic 
audiences with an extravagant fil- 


musical package. 

Picture’s reception in the South 
American sector will provide studios 
|with an angle on potentialities of 
| upping income on big pictures which 


side a direct appeal in story and 
content to Latin-American audiences. 


in a big way in the southern hemi- 
sphere, and will probably inspire a 
new cycle of pictures laid in the 


carry backgrounds of those countries | 
(instead of European settings), be- | 


‘Down Argentine Way’ should click | 


Amazon, pampas and Andes regions. | 


Although carrying a slender story 
thread, that is relatively unimportant. 
|It will hit good biz as billtopper in 
the regular keys and subsequents; 
and may catch holdover dates in sev- 
eral of the metropolitan centers 
| where there is a stronger following 
for the film revue type of entertain- 
ment. 

A number of top entertainers are 
presented during the 92 minutes of 
running time. The eight numbers are 
divided equally between North and 
South America, accent being on the 
congarhumba metier. Carmen 
Miranda is most prominent in swing- 
ing and swaying through ‘South 
American Way,’ ‘Bambu.’ Tiesane Eu 
|Quero’ and ‘Touradas Em Madrid.’ 
|Her showmanship, presentation and 
| Colivery are topnotch. Some studio 

should nab her for a dramatic pro- 


utilized for more than mere speciali- 
ties, as in this instance. 
Showstoppers are uncovered in th 


duction where her personality can be | 


Torbes 


Timely, well-made, but very evi- 
dently a cheapie thrown at the foot- 
ball season which has a way of hav- 
ing too many pigskin yarns which 
lose money, Westertar’s Heroes’ 
stands a chance of making a little 
money, and standing up well in the 
Every sports page is its ex- 
yloitation, and it serves as a vehicle 
y which two new 20th-Fox person- 
alities are offered—Robert Sterling 
and Ted North. 

Lack of casting strength is made 
up for by the substance, for, after 
all, football is football, and for those 
who go because they like the thrills 
of the game it has all the essential 
thrill needs. Jean Rogers, who leads 
off the cast, is the best known face, 
and Katherine Aldridge, Miss Co-Ed 
of the piece, a la the Brenda Frazier 
school, rides up with the newcomers. 

Sterling looks very good, has a 
pleasing face, a nice delivery, and 
with all the markings of a typical 


schoolboy. With a little grooming, 
he might grow into a good bet 
North, a recruit from his father’s 


midwest tent rep show, has plenty 
of stage presence, but comes up short 
of meat here as the college Brisbane. 
The camera deals as kindly with him 
as it does with Sterling, but the lat- 
ter carries the ball and makes the 
most of the pic’s two girls who are 
smitten yariously with him. 

Dick een high-pressure college 
coach is good, and so is his dummy 
assistant, Frank Sully. Russell Glea- 
son, with a lot of crushes and few 
co-eds, is of the blonde-studying, 
rather than the book-learning type 
Pierre Watkin cuts a fair character 
swath as a wealthy alum. Art. 


‘ANGELS OVER B’WAY 





} 


Hollywood, Oct. 3 


Columbia release of jen Hecht produc 
tion, written and directed by Hecht; asso- 
ciate producer, Douglas Fairbanks, J! 
Stars Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.; features Rita 
Hayworth, Thomas Mitchell. Co-director 
Lee Garmes; camera, Lee Garmes; editor, 
Gene WHavlick; asst. director, Clifton 
Broughton. Previewed at Pantages, Oct. 
2, ‘40. Running time, 78 MINS. 

i ey Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Se SURI, 6655000055 008s Rita Hayworth 
ey SE, 3. ceca core sic Thomas Mitchell 
CEEON. DIDS os vevien cbacecwn John Qualen 
ee a Te eee .....George Watts 
BOS RS ee eee Ralph Theodore 
Se Me co ccccticncesséoste Eddie Foster 
Eddie Burns....cscccees rrr Jack ~ Roper 
gi) a |. rr Constance Worth 


Ben Hecht tosses his hat in the 
ring for another try at picture- 


dance team of the Nicholas Bros. | ™@king, this time in the triple role 


who provide a routine of acrobatic | 0£, Writer, director and producer. His 
taps that shines as one of the best | @fforts, in a cinematic way, still keep 
specialties in the picture. |/him in the™maiden ranks insofar as 


Ameche, Betty Grable, Six Hits 


and | Production guidance and direction 


a Miss, and Charlotte Greenwood |2é concerned., Hecht is a much 
|take care of the singing chores on| better writer. 


four tunes 


Mack 
Gordon and 


composed 


by 
Harry 


Warren. 


Miss | 


‘Angels Over Broadway’ is a syn- 
(Continued on page 18) 
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SPECTACULAR WAY 
H 70 BIG KEY-CITY 
OPENINGS THIS WEEK! 


Backed ty ZO rh: Nike race CAmf2aiger . 
KATE SMITH HOUR of Friday, Oct. 11, with Don Ameche and Charlotte 
Greenwood starring... over 77 CBS stations! More than 50 famed name 
bands airing the song hits! NBC Red and Blue networks [aa stations | 


joining with Mutual’s chain of 130 and CBS im broadcasts that will 
blanket every important station im the nation! Listen in! 
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ANGELS OVER B’WAY 





(Continued from page 16) 


thetic tale of Broadway night life and | 
the characters that roam around | 
Times Square. Aside from Thomas | 
Mitchell, as a screwball playwright | 
who sees a story in every individual, | 
and who delights in plotting a finish, 
there’s nothing much in the Hechtian 
tale. Picture stutters and sputters | 
too often to carefully etch human 
beings, with result that it develons 
into an over-dramatic stage play | 
transformed to celluloid. 

Picture will have to depend on 
Fairbanks and Thomas Mitchell for 
any top key bookings, and at that) 
will have to fight hard to do biz. 
Correct groove is in the dual sup- 

rters. 
aon gets little movement in the 
unwinding, and depends too much | 
on stage technique in trying to put) 
over his points. An embezzler (John | 
Qualen) is saved from committing | 
suicide by the zany playwright | 
(Mitchell) who proceeds to try and | 
help the former out of his jam and | 
give him a new lease on life. Fair-| 
banks is a slick youth who shills for 
a big poker game, and sets his sights | 
for Qualen who he assumes is a rural | 
hick. There’s much byplay between | 
the trio and a girl who moves in| 
(Rita Hayworth) before plan is 
worked out to recoup the coin in the 
come-on game. The adventure winds | 
up successfully for each member of | 
the quartet, and each goes his sepa- 
rate way. 

Characters are all over-drawn, | 
with Mitchell providing many sharp | 
cracks on the philosophy of life and 
living. Mitchell does much to hold 
together the minor interest retained 
in the running. Fairbanks fails to 
get much sympathy or attention as 
the wise young Broadwayite who 
knows all the angles. Rita Hayworth 
is passable as the girl, while Qualen 
is bewildered enough as the pros- 
pective suicide. Action is largely 
confined to three sets, and is tire- 
some with its overlength of dialog 
that goes off on tangents. Walt. 


DIAMOND FRONTIER 


Universal release of Marshall Grant pro- 
duction. Stars Victor McLaglen. features 
John Loder, Anne Nagel, Philip Dorn, ; 
Cecil Kellaway, Directed by Harold | 


| 
| 











Schuster. Original screenplay, Edmund L. 
Hartmann, Stanley Rubin; camera, Milton 
Krasner. At Rialto, N. Y., Oct. 3, ’40. 
Running time: 71 MINS, 

DOOR. 60:00 cn0dssnsedess4 Victor McLaglen 
Cee Cas x40. 6s 6084e8 00% John Loder 
SOONNS TYVOUBE. 6c os vecccecsvecd Anne Nagel 
re errr ee Philip Dorn 
OT SEPT Te ree te Cecil Kellaway 
oS Re Perry rrr rr Francis Ford 
Matt Campbell.......... J. Anthony Hughes 
OE SERN 6.06 0.0¥400800 60 u8 Ferris Taylor 
ore »-Lionel Belmore 
Ps 40.5 044006d0066000688 Hugh Sothern 
Baron La Rocque.............Sigfried Arno 
NS Re Ee Dewey Robinson 





{people as a member of the gang. 


jrear of the camera car and be 


\legit appearance. Art. 


TRIPLE JUSTICE 


(WITH SONGS) 
RKO-Radio release of Bert Gilroy pro-| 
duction. Stars George O'Brien, pod 
Virginia Vale, Harry Woods, Leroy Mason. 
Directed by David Howard, Story, Arnold 
Belgard, Jack Roberts; screenplay, Arthar | 
D. Jones, Morton Grant; camera, J. Roy 
Hunt; editor, Frederic Knudtson. Reviewed 
at Colonial, Lincoln, Sept. 30, °49. Rune 


x 5 MINS. 

Brad ‘ one ‘ - a re ....George O’Brien 
CE ck) na swag au ade 4h 546 eee Vale | 
FROOVOB. ccc isscccccsserccveves Harry Woods! 
| i ecccancedacasesadeure Peggy Shannon | 
Gregory awe ei antekas Leroy Mason | 

Cc eee eee ca eee Paul Fix 

NIRA Ree pa ESF: Glenn Strange 

Payson......... we aeeeeMaleolm McTaggart 

The Lindeman Sisters 
Slated for maintenance of the 


usual caliber of biz for the series, 
George O’Brien’s adventure in 
‘Triple Justice’ is no slouch for west- 
erns which have been many and 
abused during the season just 
passed. ‘Justice’ is in the A-bracket | 
for the open-spacers produced on | 
relatively small budget, and ranks | 
among the cream for the action | 
places, just as the star-studded co- 
lossals go with deluxers. 


O’Brien came down out of Wyom- 
ing, according to the script, just 
in time to find the wedding he 
planned to be best man for, was be- 
ing used as a means of leaving the 
town occupied so a bank robbery | 
could be pulled. Because he, not} 
knowing the nature of his company, | 
rode in with the bandits, he was} 
classified by the unknowing towns- | 


His buddy, the sheriff (Leroy Ma- 
son), having been shot, there was no- 
body to identify him. 

Three looters were Paul Fix, 
Glenn Strange and Malcolm McTag- 
gart whose operations were directed 
4 the deputy sheriff, Harry Woods. 

ey’re very active throughout most 
of the story. Virginia Vale is the 
sister of McTaggart, who is swayed 
to believe O’Brien, although the 
cards are stacked for him, and Peggy 
Shannon is in for barely a bit. The 
Lindeman Sisters, non-Spanish look- 
ers, are thrown into south-of-bor- 
der characterizations anyway, and do 
a couple of tunes. 


There’s a lot of action in this 
story, considerable hard riding, and 
the photography, in the chases, etc., 
is nicely handled. Instead of allow- 
ing the horses to run directly at the 


smothered in its dust, as is usual 
with the westerns, the nags are made 
to run at the side which gives a more 





Frontier Vengeance 


Republic release of George Sherman pro- 
duction. Stars Donald ‘Red’ Barry. 
Directed by Nate Watt. Screenplay, Ben- 
nett Cohen and Barry Shipman; original, 
Cohen; camera, Reggie Lanning; editor, 
Edward Mann; musical director, Cy Feuer. 


'Marie Seton, said to be an English 


l'have obtained from Eisenstein him- 


| It’s in the familiar documentary pat- 


'stein’s name, should do okay in the 
| arty houses, 


:tography by E. Tisse is magnificent, 
{but then Tisse had nothing else to 


|}gram notes by Herman 


| of the Mexican Indians and peasants 


| proximately two hours of various as- 


was undoubtedly the scale by which 
he liked or didn’t like “Thunder.” 

Now, after laying in a vault in 
New Jersey for seven years, the mass 
of celluloid has again been combed, 
with the result that 56 minutes of 
it has been pieced together. Editors 
this time are Paul Burnford and 
newspaperwoman who claims to 
self an outline of what he wanted 
in the picture. 

Result, commercially, is dead duck. 


tern and, with the assist of Eisen- 


Beyond that, however, 


nothing can be expected of it. Pho- 


do but take beautiful pictures. He 
didn’t have to make a story of it, 
he didn’t have to compress the in- 
tent of a scenario into an allotted 
number of feet. That makes a lot 
of difference, although there’s no 
denying neither Tisse’s skill nor im- 
aginativeness. 

There will be much denying, how- 
ever, of the lack of story and mean- 
ing. Perhaps it is there, as the pro- 
Weinberg 
would have you believe, in Eisen- 
stein’s effort to get beyond a travelog 
and instill motivation in the actions 


whom he pictures. 

But it’s all so vague, and the 
dreamy commentary does so little to 
clear the fog, that it takes exclusive- 
ly that breed of super-intellectual 
who patronizes the arty cinema reg- 
ularly to find satisfaction in it. With 
the excellent camera work, Miss 
Seton, who’s credited as producer, 
might have done well, in fact, to 
have stepped down from the pedestal 
of art and added to the film some- 
thing resembling a travelog commen- 
tary. It might have made it inter- 
esting and palatable to a much 
larger group. But it aacmaanh® *~ - 

erb. 


HERE IS IRELAND 


(COLOR) 


Trish American Film Corp. release of Pat 
Stanton production. Travelog in color nar- 
rated and photographed by Pat Stanton. At 
Belmont, N. Y., week Oct, 2, '40. Running 
time, 120 MINS, 





An elongated travelog, ‘Here Is 
Ireland’ is nevertheless an interest- 
ing piece of work. Iis length, ap- 


pects of modern life in Erin, is just 
too much of that type of film to take 
at one sitting. But the opportunities 
for cutting and tightening are plenti- 
ful. Filmed in color throughout, it 
is supposed to have been three years 
in the making. 

Advertising on the Pat Stanton 
production aims at an angle that un- 
doubtedly will account for some part 
of the film’s returns. It advises to 
‘see the improvements in your town 
and country.’ At this catching sev- 














A Holl al d i th Reviewed in Projection Pg eS Y., Oct. 
ollywoo egen is e one/ 4, °40. Running time, MINS. 
about the script writers who had | Jim Sanders.............. Don ‘Red’ Parry 
trouble adapting ‘Lives of a Bengal — aoe. se eeeee ose yal a 
: : 2 2 JUPTL. ws ceees se€or . . 
Lancer’ until one of them remarked Frank Bilackburn.........siee- Ivan Miller} 
that the novel was just a western SEEN Shea wok 4x nin ce 3s Obed ‘Dad’ Pickard | 
that takes place in India. For ee CON ee errescceseeccerss Cindy Walker | 
couple of scenario veterans, the rest | joe) Hunter 77°" Kenneth MacDonald | 
; . Oo 6660496060 cnees Griff Barnette 
was easy. A modern version of the | Zack.........000000 0 Yakima Canutt 
incident might have one of the| eerer i Vadiehaes bccn ethiawe Jack Lawrence 
opi : ‘ ’ BMUO. cc cncdeserecccrtcecceed atty Roubert 
scripters suggesting Say, let’s do a Snowflake......... Fred ‘Snowflake’ Toones 


story about the South African dia- 
mond rush.’ ‘Yeah,’ says his partner, 
‘we can just do a western with a 
South African locale.’ ‘That’s right,’ 
the first enthuses, ‘but give it a new 
twist. Have a ‘Devil’s Island’ angle; 
then we can have the hero escape 
through the jungle.’ ‘Sure, sure,’ his 
partner picks it up, ‘and we can use 
library shots of wild animals and a 
couple of chases by the natives.’ And 
s0 on. 

Of course, all the foregoing is 
purely fiction, and any similarities 
to a picture called ‘Diamond Fron- 
tier,’ or to the work of certain script 
writers named Edmund L. Hartmann 
and Stanley Rubin, are purely coin- 
cidental. So coincidential, in fact, 
that the casual spectator might easily 
make the mistake of thinking the 
boys actually brewed up the ‘Dia- 

nond Frontier’ screenplay just like 
that. 

Whatever the brewing recipe, the 
result isn’t so tasty. ‘Diamond Fron- 
tier’ seems an improbable yarn, with 
only occasional excitement, little sus- 
pense and a set of obvious charac- 
ters. A tipoff is that nearly all the 
men have beards. An average west- 
ern fan who had also seen any of the 
various ‘Devil's Island’ pictures 
could predict the plot of this one in 
advance. And as any story-confer- 
ence participant knows, that’s not 


good, 
Well, the photography isn’t half 
bad. The direction is fair enough 


and the editing is genuinely expert. 
Victor McLaglen is his familiar self 


as the ruthless brigand of the dia- | 


mond country, which is to say he’s 
stereotype and at the same time 
plausible. John Loder, obscured be- 
hind a luxuriant crop of whiskers, is 
a passable hero, while Anne Nagel 
(not to be confused with better- 
known Anna Neagle, the English 
star) is direct and believable as the 
tremulous heroine who sighs and suf- 
fers through the years until her 
sweetie returns. 

Of the supporting players, Cecil 
Kellaway stands out as a philosoph- 
icai jungle hermit who knows when 
te grab passing good fortune, and 
Sigfried Arno gives vivid life to a 
bit part of a likable penal colonyite. 
Despite its few assets, though, ‘Dia- 
mond Frontier’ is a disappointer 
that’s only good enough for bottom 
dualing. Hobe, 








This is one of Republics poorer 
| westerns. Direction, casting and 
general production values are lack- 
ing, with the main fault lying in a 
}script that’s been screened many 
| times before with but slight varia- 
; tions. It’s for the duals only. 


Donald ‘Red’ Barry, new Republic 
western star, still shows a certain 
|restraint in his thespic chores, and 
ithe rest of the cast is but little bet- 
|ter. In this one Barry is framed for 
|the murder of his best friend, with 
| whom he’d had a falling-out, and in- 
|tertwined are the competition be- 
| tween two stagecoach lines and the 
;romance involving Barry and the 
| driver of one of them (Betty Moran). 
; The climax of the yarn deals with 
|the stagecoach race, all the usual 
|dirty dealing included, the victor 
| getting the transportation contract. 

Miss Moran, a newcomer, is fairly 
comely as western heroines go, but 
has little to show in the way of act- 
ing. George Offerman, Jr., as Barry’s 
friend, who is reconciled to the lat- 
iter in his last moments, contributes 
a standard performance. Ivan 
Miller, as the crooked stagecoach 
| owner-rival, and father of the slain 


youth, gives the best performance. 


TIME IN THE SUN 


(MEXICAN MADE) 

World release of Marie Seton production. 
Directed by Sergei M. Eisenstein. Docu- 
mentary, prepared from excerpts of un- 
finished film, ‘Que Viva Mexico,’ by Eisen- 
stein. Camera, E. Tisse; editor, Miss Seton 
!and Paul Burnford. At the Fifth Ave, 
playhouse, N. Y., starting Sent. 30. Run- 
ning time, 56 MINS, 





Sergei M. Eisenstein, Russian di- 
rector, back in 1931 went to Mexico 
|to film what he thought might be- 
;come an epic study of the Mexi- 
can people. Picture was to be titled 
‘Que Viva Mexico.’ For one reason 
or another, after shooting well over 
100,000 feet he returned to Russia. 
Film was never cut and edited. 

In 1933, Upton Sinclair and others 
culled the footage and released 
‘Thunder Over Mexico.’ Picture 





| caused a load of dispute, many of 
| Eisenstein’s devotees claiming the 
;}editing had completely changed it 
from what the director had in mind. 
Degree of the spectator’s pinkness 


; explanations 
| wordy 


eral members of the audience seemed 
very familiar with scenes of Kerry, 
the Lakes of Killarney, etc. 

Stanton also did camera work and 
narration. Of the three phases he 
handled the narration best, accom- 
panying the film with soft-spoken 
that are never too 
and never interfere in any 
way with eye reception, Photography 
hasn’t the same quality. It’s too dark 
in most sequences, but the scenes and | 
coloring captured in some shots are 
brilliant examples of subject selec- 
tion. There are a few that, except | 
for movement, could easily pass for | 
p®Pojected picture post cards. 

Sound is not up to-American stand- | 
jards. Stanton’s voice itself is often 
;not reproduced properly, and the 
short interludes of background music | 
suffer the same treatment. It’s not. | 
however, noticeable enough to be a| 
serious drawback. Wood. | 





THE.OPEN ROAD | 


(‘Le Chemineau’) | 
(FRENCH-MADE) 





Robert Mintz release of Fernand Rivers | 
production. Directed by Rivers. Stars Vic- 
tor Francen; features Tania Fedor, Georges 
Colin, Lurville Eymont From the play 
by Jean Richepin; photography Mundvil- 
ler; editor, Datlowe. English tit es, Ralph i 
Roeder At 5th St. Playhouse, N. : am 
week Oct. 4, ’°40. Running time, 856 MINS, 
The Vagabond. ...isseoesseees Victor Francen | 

| LOIMGCLO. « veisccrcooccccccceseces Tania Fedor | 
POON A'wis 00 bb b90 400d 0d ccuus Georges Colin 
PMOOE POOTO. 6 si008cs co ccteccesices Lurville 
Martin penseen eau .» Morton 
Thomas... -»+-Rivers Cadet 
RS be 54.5 5.4400 beis5 08s ss ee bareE Eymont 

POMEANING 66 6265 5 oko ce ces Jeanne Marken |} 
So ee eee eee Peer errr rrr re Lucy Leger | 





(In French; with English Titles) 

Lengthy and tiresome, ‘The Open 
Road’ is a French import of lower- 
case importance. In the small mar- 
ket which exists for foreign-mades 
in this country it will have tough 
sledding. It’s not a recent French 
production, being one of those dug 
up to fill the Gallic void. 

The story is provocative but also 
sappy and the English titles of Ralph 
Roeder are not sufficiently inspiring 
| to overshadow the mediocrity which 
generally exists in production, di- 
rection, acting, etc. ; 

A hobo around whom“an aura of 
romance is synthetically produced 
goes to work on a farm long enough 
to have an affair with one of the 
wheatfield gals, then tramps the 
roads for 20 years before returning. 
By now his son has become a young 
;}man, grown up to believe that an- 





|of Liane 


mance himself on which parental ob- 
jections are overcome by the real 
father of the lad for an ending which 
again finds the vagabond going off 
to tramp the countryside. ere is 
nothing very believable about the 
tory and some of the plot as well as 
its handling is highly inconsistent. 
The farmer, a Simon Legree type, 
is played by Lurville. His actions 
are thoroughly unnatural. Comedy 
consists mainly in throwing some 
eggs and other silly horse-play. 
Victor Francen plays the tramp, 
a somewhat unsympathetic character 
because of the stupid things he does. 
The girl is Tania Fedor, while the 
man she marries and gives a name to 
her illegitimate child is George 
Colin. Neither impresses. The boy is 
played by Eymont and also isn’t 





much. Char. 
(MUSICAL) 

T. FE. Lopert release of Associated British 
production. Features Stephen Haggard, 
Victoria Hopper. Directed by Basil Dean. 
Original by Margaret Kennedy; settings, 
Andre Andreiev; costumes, Ernst Stern; 
camera, Jan Stalich. London Philharmonic 
Orchesira conducted by Sir Thomas 
Beecham. At Little Carnegie, N. Y.. week 
Oct. 3, '40. Running time: 78 MINS, 
Momart..........+.+...++..-Stephen Haggard 
EEO, « 6 <0 n.0-000eheese Victoria Hopper 
Prince Lopkowit®........ececeees John Loder 
NS nc ek aecsnetcedussesesns Ree ae 
Pree MOGArt....ccccccccccescsees Jean Cadell 
Leopold Mozart...........-.. Hubert Harben 
~) eer es Frederick Leister 
SEE Marie Lohr 
Archbishop of Salzburg...Lawrence Hanray 
Child Antoinette... ...ccccececes Diedre Gale 
ee | PEPPER ETT Pat Fitzpatrick 
Bohicokaweder. 2. 0scccesccees Norman Walker 





‘Mozart’ is the least interesting of 
several foreign-made -vehicles con- 
cerning European composers. It de- 
picts the triumphs and failures of the 
brilliant Austrian composer, but the 
portrayal of this great musician 
won't impress music lovers nor will 
the actors who surround him. Never- 
theless, the picture carries consider- 
able appeal for arty cinemas because 


.}of the London Philharmonic’s play- 


ing of Mozart's immortal works, out- 
standing, of course, being ‘The Magic 
Flute,’ which brings the film to a 
fluttering climax. 

‘Mozart’ looks as though ft had 
been produced three or four years 
ago with plenty of revamping sub- 
sequently to prepare it for American 
audiences. Mouthing of words and 
broken continuity suggest this. If 
released three years back in this 
country, it doubtlessly would have 
stacked up commendably with Brit- 
ish-made fare. But as it stands to- 
day picture sags woefully on the 
technical and acting branches. 

No particular sympathy is aroused 
over the mishaps in Mozart's life. 
Nor are some of them very clearly 
unfolded. The auditors suddenly 
learn that the composer has fled his 
scenes of triumph in Paris, but the 
reasons are vaguely obscured by a 
hurried fadeout sequence. 

The fact that Victoria Hopper, as 
his wife, proves an annoying charac- 
ter is partly responsible for this ab- 
sence of sympathy. She muddles her 
way through, with little rhyme or 
reason. Stephen Haggard, in the 
title role, is a negative character, 
with evident traces of stage tech- 
nique marring his performance. John 
Loder will hardly be recognizable to 
American audiences, cast as Prince 
Lopkowitz. Supporting cast, outside 
Haid, who is miscast as 


| Mozart’s first love, is equally stilted. 


The London Philharmonic under 
Sir Thomas Beecham’s baton is su- 


Herman Rosen 


(In Yiddish; with English Titles) 
Since Josef Seidefi has been a 
pioneer in the making of Yiddish 
tear-jerkers, ‘Eli Eli’ emerges as 
another competent 2ffort by the di- 
rector-producer, though, of course, 
its excellence can only be measured 


ee 





Shirley Temple 


Continued from page 3 








cent period and as she develops into 
a player able to take increasingly 
mature parts. Also being taken into 
consideration are her parents’ wishes 
for a more normal girlhood for Shir. 
ley, who’s been active in pictures 
since she appeared in ‘Red Haired 
Alibi’ for Capital (indie) at the age 
of three. 

Various angles of the Temple deaj 
are being worked out in New York 
and on the Coast. Eastern end, 
which concerns financial arrange- 
ments, is being handied by Frank 
Orsatti, the kid star’s agent, who re- 
turned from the Coast last week, and 
Nick Schenck, prez of Metro. Or- 
satti’s brother, Vic, is working out 
the production angles with studio 
toppers on the Coast. 


Metro execs are so confident that 
Shirley will become one of Leo’s 
legion they have assigned Agnes 
Christine Johnson to screenplay Kay 
Van Ripper’s original, ‘Kathleen, for 
the moppet. Musical by Arthur 
Freed is also being contemplated for 
her. 





On Air for Lux Oct. 14 
Hollywood, Oct. 8. 


Shirley Temple does her first com- 
mercial broadcast Oct. 14 for Lux, 
reenacting ‘The Littlest Rebel’ with 
other members of the picture cast, 
During her heyday as the top b.o. 
draw, moppet’s reps turned down as 
high as $15,000 for one air shot. Ceil- 
ing on Lux program is $5,000. 

Only previous air appearances by 
youngster have been on charity 
shows. In the ‘Rebel’ broadcast she 
will have the support of Claude 
Rains, Bill Robinson and Preston 
Foster. 





Scouts’ Benefit 


L___._._Continued from page 1 








at the old Lexington Opera House) 
but to this day, says 
doesn’t know whatevew happened to 


Berlin, he 


the profits. He presumes it went 
into some general mess fund. The 
original idea of the show was to 


build barracks at Yaphank for the 
wives and sweethearts of the sol- 
diers. That never came to pass, as 
the Armistice ended all that. 


Memorial to Major General Bell 


Berlin, who enlisted at Camp Up- 
ton as a private and wound up a 
sergeant, adds that as and when the 
“Yaphank’ revival comes to pass as 
a Broadway entry—apart from its 
cantonment recruiting work—he'd 
drop everything and personally as- 
sist in re-staging it as a memorial 
to Major General Bell, who really 
was the one who inspired ‘Yip Yip.’ 

As regards the Scouts’ show and 
‘God Bless America’—which song, 
incidentally, again bounced back to 


| No. 1 bestseller last week, and now 


has realized some $60,000 for the 
movement—Metro was the first to 
want to buy the song as a produc- 
tion number. Berlin felt it miht 
make a good patriotic film and ne! 


a 





| 


| 


perhaps $150,000 more for the Scouts, 
until the Culver City officials con- 
vinced him that it might not pan 


out commercially. 


perb throughout. Picture is hand- 

|somely and expensively mounted, 

but the direction and acting hardly 

| match. Wear, 
(WITH SONGS) 

Cinema Service production and release, 
Stars Esther Field. Directed by Josef Sei- 
den. Screenplay, Isidor Frankel; musical 
direction, Sholom Secunda, Reviewed at | 
Clinton, N. Y., Sept. 27, ‘40. Running 
time, 88 MINS. 

Cast: Esther Field, Lazar Freed, Irving 
Jacobson, Mae Schoenfeld. Muni Serebroff, 
Rose Greenfield, Max Badin, Paula Lubel- 
|ska, Eddie Friedlander, Isidor Frankel, 


Accordingly, Berlin okayved 
the usage of his song . . finale for 
the motion picture industry's film 


cavalcade at the N. Y. World's Fair, 
which is titled ‘Land of Liberty,’ and 
which is due to go out as a patriotic 
release (physically distributed via 
Metro) directly after the N. Y. Fair 
folds. ‘God Bless America’ may be- 
come a subtitle to the ‘Land of Lib- 
erty’ film. 


according to the standards of Yid- | 


dish films. 

Starring Esther Field, who has 
long since become known to Yiddish 
show biz as ‘the Yiddish Mama,’ ‘Eli 
Eli’ has the benefit of its Hebraically 
significant title for boxoffice values 
at this time of the year, with the ar- 
rival of the devoutly orthodox Yid- 
dish holidays, 

_ ‘Eli Eli’ deals with an old theme 
in the Yiddish theatre and on the 
screen, forsaken parents, Miss Field 
is the mother in this case and Lazar 
Freed plays the father, both of 
whom are knocked about by their 
adult children. Each carries out the 
characterization well. Support is 
also okay. 

_ Sholom Secunda’s score is in keep- 
ing with the tragic theme. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
RKO switched from ‘Let’s Find a 
Song’ to ‘Let’s Make Music’ for Bob 
Crosby’s film debut. 








|other who married his mother is the 
‘father. The boy is involved in a ro- | 


‘Her Husband Said No’ became 
She Stayed Kissed’ at Warners. 








Lanchester 


Continued from page 1 


They Wanted’ at the Radio City 
Musie Hall, so Miss Lanchester will 
probably give a definite answer on 
the nitery idea after conferring with 
him. 

Actress is known to be dissatis- 
fied with the kind of parts she has 
been given in Hollywood. She fig- 
ures that if she does the kind of 
satirical character comedy at which 
she made a rep in London, it may 
get her a chance to do that kind of 
thing in pictures, instead of the 
super-serious parts she’s been given. 
However, she’s also eager to resume 
cafe performing on its own account. 
She has no film commitments. 

Laughton will remain a few days 
in New York after the preem of 
‘Wanted’ and will then leave on 4 











| 


brief tour of personals in other 
cities the picture is playing. 
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THEY KNEW WHAT 
THEY WANTED! 


San Franciscans knew what they wanted!...Last night 
every person who could pack into the Golden Gate 
Theatre thrilled to the sensational world premiere of 


THIS YEAR'S GREATEST DRAMA! 


Thundering echoes of the tremendous reception were 
heard all the way to New York, which gets its own 
electric thrill tomorrow, when the big show opens at 
Radio City Music Hall...with more excitement brewing 
for pre-release runs beginning this week at Chicago, 
Boston, Providence, Detroit, New Orleans, Columbus. 
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‘ T he — What They Wanted’. 7 


DIRECTED BY GARSON KANIN 


wits WILLIAM GARGAN . HARRY CAREY : F RAN K FAY © HARRY E. EDINGTON Executive Producer ® Produced by ERICH POMMER 
GEREEN PLAY BY ROBERT ARDREY Prom the Pulitzer Prize Play by SIDNEY HOWARD 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Although Spanish is spoken in al] South American countries excepting 





Brazil, where Portuguese is the native tongue, different language idilosyn- | 


cracies of some countries keep the newsreel editors on edge trying to make 
the sales managers happy. Result is that there are times when as many 
as seven different spielers are employed on a newsreel subject going to 
South America. Execs strive to have a native of their own territory do the 
newsreel spieling. They claim that the exhibitors want to hear Spanish 
narrated by a person ‘talking their language.’ Thus, for Argentina, they 
want a commentator who speaks with an Argentinian twange; 1n Chile, 
one with a Chilean accent, etc 

Recently, because of the economy moves in many foreign departments, 


the number of different Spanish versions for a newsreel has been clipped . 


to two. But the.wave of protests expected soon likely will have it back 
to the old six and seven total. Newsreels use a Portuguese spieler for 
their Brazil edition. 





One of the short comedies which Paramount made with Robert 
Benchley is called ‘Waiting for Baby’ and deals with the anxiety of an 
expectant father. In one scene of it Benchley is seen in the waiting room 
of an obstetrical hospital, nervously thumbing through a magazine. As 
first shot, it showed the magazine to be the Breeder's Gazette, an actual 
publication. However, the Hays office objected and a different mag was 
subsequently used, 





‘Murder, Inc.,’ tag first applied by Asa Bordages, N. Y. World-Telegram 
rewrite man, to the Brooklyn death ring, has proved a much-wanted pic- 
ture title, although no one as yet has turned out a film bearing it. Edward 
Small recently became the third producer to lay claim to it. Columbia, 
however, which registered its intentions with the Hays office on March 20, 
has first right. Warner Bros., its registration dating from April 1, is 
second, 





Every United Artists producer and top exec has been given a thorough 
quizzing by Fortune mag in preparing a story on the distributing outfit 
for its December issue. Mag will have color photogs on hand at the open- 


ing of Charles Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dictator’ at the Capitol and Astor the- | 


atres, N. Y., next Tuesday (15). 


‘Frisco Theatres Again 


Drive vs. Daylite Time 





San Francisco, Oct. 8. 
Opening gun in theatres’ campaign 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Varirry prese 


to defeat daylight saving proposi.ton | 
on November ballot fired this week 


when Fox-West Coast’s Warfield acl 
(4) blossomed out with circular spo‘ 
bearing plea to ‘Vote No.’ Complete 
wordage runs, ‘Why get up an hour 
earlier? Defeat Daylight Saving 
Vote No. Proposition No. 5, Nov. 
5th.’ 

Chain was major factor in licking 
time principal campaign slogan was 
‘24 Hours Make a Day, You Can't 
|Add Another Any Way.’ Studios co- 
‘oped on previous occasion with bar- 
'rage of trailers ridiculing plan. 

Noel Smith’s WB Pic 

Hollywood, Oct. 8. 

| Noel Smith gets the director chore 
lon Warners production of ‘Father 
'and Son,’ the only story Booth Tark- 
ington ever wrote directly for the 
| screen, 
| Picture, adapted by Fred Niblo, Jr., 
is slated to roll Oct. 15. 


} 





REP.’S 2 NEW STAGES 
Hollywood, Oct. 8. 


on two sound stages, each to cost 
about $250,000. 

Each studio will be equipped with 
| all departments. 
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purred by the desire to bring 


talking | | 
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pictures to an ever higher 





will continue to work hand in hand ¥aS¥- 


to anticipate and Se solve your problems 


‘ 
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Sie 
of 2== tomorrow. In years 


lossy ahead, 





you can depend upon these two organiza- 


tions to §—=¥ point the way to still finer 





Electrical Research Products Inc. 
195 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.-Y. 


SUBSIDIARY OF 


Western Electric Company 
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Republic has started construction | 


} 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


; : . ; nts 
a complete chart ef feature releases of all the American distributing com 


panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as yiven in 
VARIETY and the,running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1910, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Me!lodrama; C—Comedy; CD—c medy 
Drama; W--Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU-—-M, L. 
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Figures herewith indicates date of VAkinry’s review and running ti 








WEEK OF RELEASE- 23/40 
He Stayed for Breakfast (Col) 8 14 cD %6 6M. Douglas-L. Young 
Missing People (Mono) 5, 31,39 D 69 W. Fyffe-L. Harding 
Arizona Frontier (Mono) Ww T. Ritter-S. Andrews 
Range Busters (Mono) w 53 R. Corrigan-J. King 
The Great McGinty (Par) 7/24 Cc $81 B. Donlevy-M. Angelus 
Lueky Partners (RKO) 8 21 c $8 G. Rogers-R. Colman 
Pier 13 (20th) 8 14 D 67 L. Bari-L. Nolan 
The Sea Hawk (WB) 7/24 D 127 # E. Flynn-B. Marshall 
WEEK OF RELEASE—8/30, 40 
Peppers in Trouble (Cel) 9/18 C 63 E. Fellows-P. Peterson 
Queen of the Yukon (Mono) D 63 = C. Bickford-I. Rich 
Boom Town (M-G) 8 7 D 117 C. Gable-S. Tracy 
Young Peesle (20th) 7 17 CD 77 S. Temple-J. Oakie 
Rhythm on the River (Par) 8 21 C 92 B. Crosby-M. Martin 
Dance Girl, Dance (RKO) 8/28 D 88 M. O’Hara-L. Hayward 
They Drive by Night (WB) 8/7 M 93 G. Raft-A. Sheridan 
Oklahoma Renegades (Rep) w R. Livingston-R. Hatton 
Kit Carson (UA) 8 28 Ww 95 L. Bari-J. Hall 
WEEK OF RELEASE—9 6/40 
Chan at Wax Museum (20th) 10 2 M_ 63 =S. Toler-S. Yung 
Fugitive from Prison Camp (Col) 8,7 M 58 J. Holt-M. Marsh 
Dr. Kildare Goes Home (M-G) 9/4 RD 78 L. Ayres-L. Barrymore 
| Up in Air (Mono) M 61 = F. Darro-M. Moreland 
Who Is Guilty? (Mono) M B. Lyon-B. Blair 
Argentine Nights (U) 9 4 MU 72 Ritz Bros.-Anédrew Sisters 
Ride, Tenderfoot, Ride (Rep) 8 21 w 66 «GG. Autry-S. Burnette 
Men Against the Skv (RKO) = 8&8 28 RD 73° ~R. Dix-K. Taylor 
Calling All Husbands (WB) C 61) G. Tobias-L. Fairbanks 
WEEK OF RELEASE—9/13/40 
Howards of Virginia (Col) 94 D 115 CC. Grant-M. Scott 
Wyoming (M-G) 9/11 w ws4 W. Beery-L., Carillo 
The Ape (Mono) M Boris Karloff 
Girl from Havana (Rep) 9 11 RD 6y D. O’Keefe-C. Carleton 
Dreaming Out Loud (RKO) 9% 18 Cc 8: Lum and Abner-F,. Langford 
Public Deb No. 1 (20th) 8 28 ¢ 70 =G. Murphy-B. Joyce 
Hired Wife (U) 9$ 11 cb 95 R. Russell-B. Aherne 
Leather Pushers (U) Cc R. Arlen-A. Devine 





No Time for Comedy (WB) 9 11 Cc 98 J. Stewart-R. Russell 


WEEK OF RELEASE—9/20/40 


Before I Hang (Col) 10/2 M 62 B. Karloff-E. Keyes 

Haunted Honeymoon (M-G) 8&8 7 D 99 R.Montgomery-C. Cummings 
That Gang of Mine (Mono) M B. Jordan-L, Gorcey 

I Want a Divorce (Par) 9$/4 D $1 J. Blondell-D. Powell 

Thief of Bagdad (UA) D (. Veidt-Sabu 

Triple Justice (RKO) 10 9 Ww 65 G. O'’Brien-V. Vale 

Colorado (Ren) 9,4 Ww 57. KR. Rogers-G. Hayes 


Yesterday’s Heroes (20th) cD 60 R. Sterling-J. Rogers 
Mummvy’s Hand (U) 9/25 M 65 D. Foran-P. Moran 
Ragtime Cowboy Joe (U) 10/2 w 68 J.M. Brown-N. O'Day 
The Westerner (UA) 9/25 w 7 G. Cooper-W. Brennan 
City for Conquest (WB) 9/11 D 105 J. Cagney-A. Sheridan 


_ — ee 


WEEK OF RELEASE-—9/27/40 


Angels Over Broadway (Col) 10 9 D 78 DD. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Hayw’rth 
Glamour for Sale (Col) QD 58 A. Louise-R. Pryor 
Prairie Schooners (Col) w B. Elliett-E. Young 
Strike Un the Band (M-G) 9 18 MU 115 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
Skv Murder (M-G) 928/25 M 71l R. Johnson-W. Pidgeon 
Drums of the Desert (Mono) M L. Gray-R. Byrd 

Rangers of Fortune (Par) 9/11 D 79 F.MacMurray-P. Morison 
I'm Still Alive (RKO) 10/2 RD 70 K. Taylor-L, Hayes 
Knew What They Wanted (RKO) cD C. Laughton-C. Lombard 
Under Texas Skies (Rev) 9/18 W “357 A. Mesquiteers-L. Ransom 
Brigham Yeung (20th) 8/28 RD 112 T. Power-L. Darnell 
Spring Parade (U) 10/2 MU 89 D. Durbin-R. Cummings 
East of the River (WB) M J. Garfield-B. Marshall 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/4/40 


So You Won't Talk (Col) Cc J. E. Brown-F. Robinson 
Duley (M-G) 10/2 c 67 <A. Sothern-l. Hunter 
Ole Swimmin’ Hole (Mono) c M. M. Jones-J. Moran 
Quarterback (Par) 10/2 cD 7l = W. Morris-V. Dale 


Villain Still Pursued Her (RKO) 1/24 C © A. Louise-R. Cromwell 
Wagon Train (RKO) Ww T. Holt-M. O'Driscoll 
Gay Caballero (20th) 9/25 w 53 C.Romero-S. Ryan 
Diamond Frontier (U) 10/9 M 73° V. McLagilen-A. Nagel 
Knute Rockne—-All American(WB) 10/9 D 97 P. O’Brien-G. Pagé 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/11/40 


Third Finger, Left Hand (M-G) 


cD M. Loy-M. Douglas 
Trailing Double Trouble (Mono) w Cc, Corrigan-J. King 
Moon Over Burma (Par) D D. Lamour-P. Foster 
Melody and Moonlight (Rep) cD J. Downs-J. Frazee 
Frontier Vengeance (Rep) 10,9 w 57. D. Barry-B. Moran 
Too Many Girls (RKO) 10/9 MU # = OL Ball-R. Carlson 
Down Argentine Way (20th) 10/9 MU 92 D.Ameche-B. Grable 
Seven Sinners (U) RD M. Dietrich-J. Wayne 
Father te Prince (WB) Cc G. Mitchell-L. Patrick 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/18/40 


Nobody’s Children (Col) D 


E. Fellows-L. Wilson 
West of Abilene (Col) w C. Starrett-M. Cooley 
Escape (M-G) D N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
Christmas in July (Par) 9/18 CD 66 Dz. Powell-E. Drew 
Night Train (20th) M M. Lockwood-R. Harrison 
Laddie (RKO) 9/18 D 69 T. Holt-S. Byington 
Slightly Tempted (U) Cc GW H.Herbert-P. Moran 
Dispatch from Reuters (WB) $/25 D 39 ~=6E. Robinson-E. Best 

WEEK OF RELEASE—16/25/4¢6 

Girls Under 21 (Col) D P. Kelly-R. Hudson 
Hullabaloo (M-G) MU F. Morgan-B. Burke 
Phantom of Chinatown (Mono) D K. Luke 
Cherokee Striz (Par) 10/2 w BR. Dix-V. Jory 
You'll Find Out (RKO) MU K. Kyser-H. Parrish 
Young Bill Hickok (Rep) 10/2 59 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Great Profile (20th) 8/21 79 +4J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 


Little Bit of Heaven (U) Cc 


G. Jean-H. Herbert 
Tugboat Annie Sails Again (WB) 


M. Rambeau-A. Hale 


lik | 











bet 2 —— 
WEER OF RELEASE—11/1/40 

Blondie Plays Cupid (Col) c P. Singleton-A.Lake 

Little Nellie Kelly (M-G) MU J. Garland-G, Murphy 

Parsons of Devil’s Gap (Mono) w T. Ritter 


Arise My Love (Par) 
Li'l Abner (RKO) 
I’m Nobody’s Sweetheart Now (U) 
South of Sumatra (U) 

Lady with the Red Hair (WB) 


C. Colbert-R. Milland 
G. Owen-M. Ray 

D. O’Keefe-C. Moore 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 
M. Hopkins-C. Rains 


cezoay 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—11/8/40 
Bitter Sweet (M-G) MU 


—— 





J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 


Dancing on a Dime (Par) D G. McDonald-R. Paige 
Little Men (RKO) D K. Francis-é. Oakie 
Who Killed Aunt Maggie? (Rep) M J. Hubbard-W. Barrie 
The Mark of Zorro (20th) DB T. Power-L, Darnell 
Fireman, Save My Child (U) Cc 8. Erwin-U. Merkel 
Son of Monte Cristo (UA) D L. Hayward-J, Bennett 
Always a Bride (WB) Cc R. Lane-G. Reeves 
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Congratulations, 


Warner Brothers, | 


Ee 


Se 
- oO Nn 





“Knute Rockne, All-American” 
from another great football player 


and box office attraction... 


PARAMOUNT’S 
“THE QUARTERBACK” 


now bowling over all opposition 








from coast to coast! 
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THE eley-y as: RBACK A Paramount Picture with Wayne Morris - Virginia Dale 
Lillian Cornell - William Frawley « Edgar Kennedy - Jerome Cowan - Alan Mowbray 
Original Screen Play. by Robert Pirosh + . Directed by H. BRUCE HUMBERSTONE 
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EditorsReappraiseInroads 





harmed by the series of crises aris- 
ing in the past few years. 
emplified by a study of recent best- 
seller lists, which reveal that 10 of 
the top 18 novels originated abroad. 
They include ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ by Richard Llewellyn (owned 
by 20th-Fox), ‘Mrs. Miniver’ by “Jan 
Struthers, ‘To the Indies’ by C. S. 
Forester, ‘The Bird in the Tree’ by 
Elizabeth Goudge, ‘The Mixture as 
Before’ by Somerset Maugham, 
‘Gypsy, Gypsy’ by Rumer Godden, 
‘Madam Dorthea’ by Sigrid Undset, 


‘The English Air’ by D. E. Steven-| 


son, ‘Cabbage Holiday’ by Anthony 
Thorne and ‘Mr. Skeffington’ by 


Elizabeth (owned by Warner Bros.). | 


Fact that half of what America is 
reading originates in England dis- 
closes importance to this country of 
foreign literary markets. On the 
other hand, the fact that only two of 
these 10 novels are owned by film 
companies shows that they are not 
proportionately dependent on Euro- 
pean sources. Great majority, by 
far, of American films are Ameryican 
written, which studios feel is at is 
should be despite their avid perusal 
of European works. 

$5,009 Option for ‘Miniver’ 

Unusual nature of the book and 
uncertain interest of the film com- 
panies in it has led to an offer to 
all studios of a three-month option 
for $5,000 on ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ novel 
currently at the head of the best- 
s@ler list. Metro, Warner Bros. and 
20th-Fox are showing the most in- 
terest. 

Book by Jan Struthers has no run- 
ning story, but has achieved its cur- 
rent popularity by the pleasant na- 
ture of the chief character. It 
would be necessary, therefore for 
the studio to concoct a complete 
story around ‘Mrs. Miniver.’ Ken- 
neth McKenna, Metro story head, 
had Miss Struthers herself prepare 
a treatment, but it was not what he 
wanted. Resuit is the three-month 
option offer so that studios can try 
their own hands at it. 

Advance copies of Ernest Heming- 
way’s forthcoming novel on the re- 
cent Spanish war were received by 
eastern story departments last week. 
Book, tagged ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls, is generally regarded, after 


a strong pic possibility. It has been 
chosen as a Book of the Month Club 
selection, still further enhancing its 
chances. 

‘Dust in the Afternoon,’ baseball 
serial by Holmes Alexander, which 
recently appeared in the Satevepost, 
has also attracted film interest. Tag 
of $10,000 has been set on rights. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., has pur- 


Continued from page 7 


That’s ex- | 





inally written in play form, it was 
produced in London around 1925. 
Following year, Doubleday-Doran 
published it as a book in this country. 
'Fairbanks paid under $5,000 for the 
story, in which Charles II of Eng- 
land is principal character. 
Fairbanks said in New Yerk yes- 
'terday (Tuesday) that he has no 
‘definite plaris for the picture to be 
made from ‘Majesty,’ but that his 


'ernment be directed to provide him, 


} 


‘objection to the balance of the de- 


father read the play about a year | 
ago and recommended it to him. He} 


may produce it in cooperation with 
Ben Hecht. Pair have a releasing 
deal with Columbia. Fairbanks, 
who has been in Washington and 
New York working and making 
speeches for William Allen White's 
| Committee to Defend America by 
| Aidirig the Allies, returns to the 


a 





with a copy of the decree. Final 
contents have not been officially re- | 
leased as yet. Judge Goddard told | 
Schecter it was up to the Dept. of | 
Justice to decide if copies of the | 
at he Bg — main quire the control of Universal at no 
bone of exhib contention is the sell- | St to themselves. Since then they 
ing of film in blocks of five and that | Secured the resignation of officers 


if agreement could be reached with | and directors, and substituted direc- 


: , ‘tors who would be subservient to 
exhibs on this, there would be no! whihen, terminated Gxisting 


| their 
| contracts, etc. It is also charged that 





Continued 





»e ev it is lieved in ha 
pvc et ae Poe un- | excessive fees and commissions were 
iw pet a rhe limiting com- | paid, and that employment contracts 
plainants to exhibs having no more gga i salaries were entered 
than five theatres, will arouse some | '™%. ; 
beefs. Par partners are known to| Syndicate Changed 
be in opposition to this proposal un- Cowdin caused Standard Capital 
der arbitration, calling it one-sided. and Rogers to form a syndicate with 

Both the Motion Picture Theatres | Exhibitors Reliance Corp., a wholly 
of America and the Independent| owned subsidiary of Erpi’s, to loan 
Theatre Owners Assn. of New York! Universal $750,000. An option was 


are expected to put up a stiff battle ;then granted by Carl Laemmle to 


‘against selling and buying in pace: | 


| Coast Oct. 20 to begin preparation | 
‘for ‘American Vagabond,’ O. Henry 


biog, in which he will appear for 
| Paramount. 

| Meyer Levin, former film writer 
{for Esquire mag, clicked last week 


lwith his first story for pictures, | 


'*‘Power House,’ bought by Paramount 
for $10,000. 
on the original was A. I. Bezzerides, 
whose story, ‘Long Haul,’ recently 
became ‘They Drive By Night’ at 
Warner Bros. Levin, author of sev- 
eral novels, has been hitting mags 
regularly recently with short stories. 





Story Buys 
Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Columbia bought ‘A Cool Million,’ 
| by Nathaniel West and Boris Ingster. 
Jack Natteford sold ‘She Loved an 
Actor’ to Producers Corp. of 
America. 


Sold their western yarn, ‘American 
Empire,’ to Harry Sherman, 





Consent Decree 


Continued from page 6 











|be on hand to battle against the 
| groups-of-five sales plan. One leader 
| expressed the view that he may ex- 


J. Robert Bren and Gladys Atwater | . , : 
‘ridding the picture industry of its 


purchase 227,690 shares of common, 
ages of five. or 90% of the common; 20,000 shares 

The ITOA, headed by Harry of second preferred, or all the pre- 
Brandt, has been conducting a poll) ferred; 200 shares of common of Big 


‘of exhibs to determine whether they | U, or 80%.of the outstanding stock, 
' would prefer the present block-buy-| for $5,450,000. The loan of $750,000 


Collaborating with him | 


-as written.’ 


privilege or the proposed block-of-|with Standard Capital, 


ing sysiem with a suitable rejection | was subsequently raised to $1,050,000, 
Eastman 








five plan. 

Brandt got in touch with Arnold 
offering to forward him results of| 
the polling but Arnold is quoted as | 
saying, in effect, that: ‘I am not in-| 
terested in any exhibitor poll. I 
have reason to believe that ex- 
hibitors will benefit by the decree 


Arnold’s Face Saver 


Brandt thereupon charges that 
Arnold is using the consent decree 
as a face-saving device as a means 
of impressing his superiors and 
others that he has at last put an end 
to blockbooking and blind selling, 


two greatest evils.’ 


Having asked exhibs to write 
Judge Goddard pressing for a re- 
jection of the consent decree, 


Brandt also charges at Arnold by 


Kodak, and the Bank of America, 
National Trust & Savings Assn. each 
contributing $100,000. 

Complaint then goes on to say 
that the price of purchase was ex- 
horbitant, as from 1930 to November, 
1935, Universal had lost $4,147,605. 
It is claimed that the ‘conspirators’ 
planned to pay for the purchase by 
‘looting’ Universal of one of its most 
valued assets, Universal Pictures, 
Ltd., English subsidiary, and by 
using the proceeds of the disposition 
of Universal Pictures, Ltd., to pay 
for the purchase price of the parent 
corporation. Toward the purchase 
price it is claimed that Erpi put up 
$2,000,000, Eastman Kodak $1,000,000, 
Rank  $1,075,00, Rogers $200,000, 
and Standard Capital $200,000. Rank 
then subscribed to debentures and 
stock of Universal, and received the 





taking the view that it is a peculiar 


iturn of events when the anti-trust | 


‘ . 
| sult 


| pect to spend a good deal of time on | 


launched against by the film 
companies, on behalf of indie exhibs, 
proves a boomerang and theatre} 
owners find that they are now fight- | 


| the consent fight, but was ready to/ing against Government recommen- | 
|do so in behalf of himself and | gations. 


brother exhibs. 


Probable that Bob | 


Making note of the fact that ex-| 


Ltd., for $600,000, a nominal sum. 


sidiary company was over $3,000,000. 


Continuing in its charges, complaint | 
19339, | 


declares that on Nov. 14, 
Cowdin caused Standard Capital to 


enter into an agreement with Uni- | 
versal and Rogers and forced Uni- | 


Wilby, influential southeastern | pipitors are not party to the U. s.| versal to employ Cowdin at $1,750 
| Paramount partner, and Fred Kent, | lawsuit, Ed L. Kuykendall, president | weekly as chairman of the board of 


spokesman for the Par partner-op- 
erators. 


Cohen, president of Allied Theatre 
Owners of New York, unit in the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 





| dard’s court Monday (7) to declare 


chased screen rights to ‘His Majesty,| the intention of this Allied unit to 


the King’ by Cosmo Hamilton. 


Orig- intervene and asked that the Gov- 





— 
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Seats on sale for Mat. and Eve. 
shews. TODAY and all per- 





THIRD WEEK! 


JAMES ANN 


CAGNEY ®@ SHERIDAN 


“CITY FOR CONQUEST” 


NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 


formances thru Oct. 14 


GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


ASTOR txt 








& wis 
ALL SEATS RESERVED person BOBBY BYRN ORCH. 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. | tate T= STRAND yay 
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ary MUSIC HALL 
“THEY KNEW WHAT 


THEY WANTED” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 








; |counsel for the E. J. Sparks (Par) | 
hurried reading by all companies, as | 


Jacob Schechter, attorney for Max | 


America, appeared in Judge God- | ‘will only aggrevate and increase the | 


abuses in compulsory blockbooking | 














RKO PALACE ::....’ 


Week Beginning Thursday, Oct. 
SEE BANNED NAZI 


10 
FILM 


“BAPTISM OF FIRE” 


“RAMPARTS WE WATCH’ 
“DANCE, GIRL, DANCE” 
LUCILLE BALL - LOUIS HAYWARD 





“Long Voyage 
Home" 
ARTists RIVOLI 2agen’st. 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M, MIDNITE SHOWS 











HELD OVER 

gud BIG Week! Broeadwey 
Mickey Judy 
ROONEY cco GARLAND 


“STRIKE UP THE BAND” 


Gist Street 








A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





, PARAMOUNT 


HELDOVER 
A Paramount 
Picture 
“I W. 








Starts Thur., Oct. 10 

“ARGENTINE 

Last Times Wed. NIGHTS” 
“RHYTHM ON 


THE RIVER 


In Person 
GEO. JESSEL 
and His 
Holly weod 
Stars 


-_— 


In Person 
LEO REISMAN 
and Orch. 








| drastically affected by the decree if 
|it is imposed on our business.’ 


Insisting On being heard, the 


MPTOA has sought to impress the | 
|D. of J. what is wrong with the) 


| 


blocks-of-five selling provision which 


and blind selling, which abuses we 
| have been trying to remove by an 
| adequate cancellation right.” MPTOA 
adds that this drastic prohibition on 
advance buying also does not pro- 
vide for any reasonable selection of 
| pictures, 


| Kuykendall’s Idea 
| Aside from an adequate cancel- 


of the MPTOA, takes the stand, | directors of Universal, Cochrane as 
circuit of Florida, will come up to| however, that the Department of president, and Rogers as executive | 
lead the offensive in behalf of all | Justice should listen to the theatre | Y-P- in charge of production. 

Par partners. They are the official| owners ‘who will be directly and| 


Pressure on Universal 
It is claimed that Cowdin caused 
| Universal to issue 525,681 shares of 
|! common to the seven voting trustees, 
three of whom were Cowdin, Rank 
and Rogers, and the four others 
directors of Standard Capital. 
Universal money was used to 


a meeting of representatives of 2,000 
studio building service employes. 
The call will include studio police- 
men, firemen, watchmen, janitors, 
doormen, matrons, etc. The organ- 
izational work is being supervised 
by Aubrey Blair, recently appointed 
| AFL organizer for Hollywood, and 
| Ray Finneli, business representative 


right to purchase Universal Pictures, | 
It | 
is alleged actual value of the sub- | 


lation right under the present block- | of Building Service Employes Union. 
| blind selling system, Kuykendall has|1" the meantime, Blair is flirting 
| recommended that if it is the rea] | With the Society of Motion Picture 
|purpose to prevent the tying up of Film Editors and the Screen Pub- 
|product on long-term deals, this | licists Guild in an effort to bring 
|could be accomplished by a simple | them into the AFL fold. 

| provision’ that would prohibit the | The Screen Publicists Guild has 
‘licensing of pictures more than six voted to reopen its current contract 
|months ahead of release. Such a/| With the producers and will ask that 
| provision, it is contended, would al-| ‘jOb protection’ clause be inserted in 
low for cancellations at the time of | the agreement to cover flacks who 


| booking and would in effect do away 
with blind selling as virtually all 
features are actually in production 
at least six months before release. 
MPTOA also takes exception to 
the provision under arbitration 
which provides that only if over- 
| buying occurs after the block-of- 
| five selling plan goes into effect 
| (Sept. 1, 1942) can complaints be 
jarbitrated? Also, it is held that re- 
| lief under arbitration is restricted 
| because it will apply only for ex- 
hibitors operating five theatres or 
less and do not have a buying agent. 
The MPTOA, moreover, has doubts 
about compelling any exhib who has 
the clearance or who has the product 
to submit to arbitration and forcing 
him to comply with a decision that 
cuts down his clearance or turns 
over his product to a competitor, 


Vet Extras 


= Continued from page 15 ——e 


hike given other Society classifica- 
tions, 














AFL’s 100% Move 
The first direct move by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to organize 
the studios 100% AFL will be taker 
this week when a call is sent out for 





|enter military service. 





’ 


| Selling Up 


| 
| 





Continued from page 5 





| exist, buyers have also raised plenty 
| of resistance. Under some of these 
| deals there is an increase for this 
| Season (‘40-41). Where, for example, 
} two-year deal was 


called for the second (current) year 
but during ‘39-40 the product was 
under expectations, efforts are be- 
ing made to get adjustments. Some 
of these carryover deals may be re- 
written as a result. 


This year the distribution execu- 
tives from v.p.’s and general sales 
managers of home offices down, have 
been hitting the rails and air lines 
hard in getting out to the field them- 
selves on film deals. They have 
been putting up the biggest scrap of 
their careers, visiting all parts of 
the country to personally press buy- 
ers for the best possible contractual 
results. Branch managers them- 
selves have also been putting in ex- 
tra licks instead of depending most- 
ly on their salesmen. 
| Republic has set its 1940-41 product 
) With the Interstate circuit of Texas, 





written last | 
| Summer and an increase in terms is | 


U Stockholders Suit 


from page 7 





| settle personal obligations of the 
defendants, it is claimed, with one 
| example cited, that of Lawrence S 
Howard, who was paid $50,000 for 
obtaining a loan for Universal, when 
it is claimed he actually performed 
services for some of the individual 
defendants, 


The contracts of Cowdin, Rogers 
and Cochrane, each for five years 
at $1,750, $2,000 and $2,000 respec- 
tively weekly, are attacked with the 
charge made that neither Cochrane 
nor Rogers had the business ability 
or experience to be worth the sala- 
ries they were paid. It is claimed 
that the company consistently lost 
money while these executives were 
in charge, and that the company 
was forced to let them both go, but 
paid them in full. Cochrane's set- 
tlement was in excess of $200,000 it 
is claimed, while Rogers was paid 
in full. 

Since the majority of the board 
participated in the acts charged in 
the complaint, it is stated that no 
attempt has been made to get them 
to rectify the situation. An account- 
ing by all the defendants is sought, 
eancellation of existing employment 
contracts, the payment back of all 
funds ‘milked’ from the company, 
dissolving of all the mergers, and the 
dismissing of Cowdin is asked. 


Application was made Monday 
(7) to the supreme court to examine 
George N. Armsby, Daniel C. Collins, 
J. Cheever Cowdin, Preston Davie, 
Paul G. Brown, Oitavio Procket, 
Budd Rogers, Samuel Spring, Willis 
H. Taylor, Jr., R. H. Cochrane, Uni- 
versal Corp., Big U-Corp., Standard 
Capital Corp., and Universal Pictures 
Inc., before trial. 








Universal’s Statement 


‘The main basis of the complaint 
filed by Mr. Posen against Universal 
and its directors is the sale of an 
English distributing subsidiary and 
the making of certain employment 
contracts after the recent change in 
ownership of Universal,’ says a 
formal company statement. 

‘The subsequent history of Univer- 
sal and its record of progress and 
achievement domestically, in Eng- 
land and throughout the world is 
a complete justification of the dis- 
tribution and other policies pursued 
| by the new owners and manage- 
| ment and a complete answer to the 
| baseless and unfounded charges of 
mismanagement. 
| ‘Universal and its directors are 
confident that they will thoroughly 
answer these charges in court when 
| the case comes up for trial.’ 





largest in the southwest. R. J. 
O'Donnell acted for Interstate, while 
Jimmy Grainger, William Underwood 
and Claude Ezell, Texas’ Rep fran- 
chise holders, and Lloyd Rust, Dallas 
exchange manager, represented the 
distributor. 

Two late major deals closed by 
RKO are with the R. E. Griffith and 
Roy Martin chains, former operating 
118 houses in the southwest and mid- 
west, the Martin chain 42 theatres in 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama and Ten- 
| nessee, 
| Ned Depinet, v.p. of RKO, headed 
|the group which negotiated the 
| Griffith buy, while southeastern dis- 
itrict manager Dave Prince and H. 
|'M. Lyons, Atlanta branch manager, 
‘mega the Martin deal. 
| 





LOEW’S REGULAR DIVVY 


Loew's board of directors, meeting 
Wednesday (2) at the regular 
|}monthly session, declared the usual 
|quarterly dividend of $1.621%4 on the 
| preferred stock, thereby maintaining 
| the annual rate of $6.50. 
| Divvy is payable Nov. 15 to stock 
|} On record, Oct. 29. 
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You've 840 acres of lawn at 
The Mayflower, yet nearly all 
forms of transportation are at 
your door. Rooms and suites 


by the month—or longer. ° 


Ta, 
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L VISITED THE 
M-G-M STUDIOS! 


By An Exhibitor 


FOR years I’ve read about the studio that makes the hits! 

UNTIL you see it with your own eyes you don’t know the half of it! 

| SAW acres of activity, factories, mills ...1 saw power plants, 

OFFICE buildings ... I saw miles of clean, wide streets lined with 
HUGE stages where dreams come true! I found STABILITY! SECURITY! 
| SURVEYED this exciting scene with the pride of partnership for truly 
THE solidity of this Studio is a cooperative responsibility between the 

: MEN who make the pictures and we who exhibit them. I was at the 

ae PREVIEW of “Third Finger, Left Hand” (Myrna Loy, Melvyn Douglas). 

| | | ROARED with that howling audience and I predict it will top 

, “1 LOVE You Again.” | sat with the first enthralled public to see 























I Robert Taylor is the lover.) I laughed and wept at Judy Garland’s 
7 “LITTLE Nellie Kelly” a darling of a show. I attended the historic preview 
| OF “The Philadelphia Story,” (a New Year’s Gift!) Here is box-office 
ENTERTAINMENT that sparkles with fun, romance and 
CAST! (Cary Grant, Katharine Hepburn, James Stewart). I saw 
“BITTER SWEET” in the projection room! Such opulence of Technicolor 
SPECTACLE has never before graced the screen. 
SUCH music (Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy) has never been heard 
SINCE magic sound began! I’m thrilled to return to my theatre 
INSPIRED by the infectious pep of M-G-M, by my talks with 
IT’S down-to-earth producing staff, directors, executives, 
BY the many M-G-M stars and by the amazing group of 
YOUNG stars on the way UP! I saw the smoothest functioning 
ORGANIZATION that the amusement world has ever known. 
PVE just signed a contract for 1940-41 with the one and 
ONLY outfit... the Friendly Company of M-G-M! 








“ESCAPE” that great film from a great book! (Norma Shearer is the Countess, 
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Niles Trammell Emphasizes Courtesy; 
Says Use Almonte’s Services More 





Niles Trammell, NBC prez, thinks 
that the network’s personnel should 
ghow more interest in spreading good- | 
will and helpfulness among clients | 
and affiliated stations. He wants the 
executives to extend a warmer 
courtesy and friendliness to cus- 
tomers or prospective clients when- 
ever they are around a network 
plant and to make them feel they're | 


always welcome and the staff is 
anxious to do them favors. 

In a memo to department and 
division héads last week Trammell 
not only expressed these sentiments 
but urged that the executives learn 
to cooperate with and make fuller 
use of John Almonte, the network’s 
No. 1 greeter. Almonte’s services, 
the memo stated, were available at 
all times when it came to creating 
good-will, and that it was expected 
that all departments take advantage 
of what the memo described as Al- | 
monte’s ‘unique ability.’ 








COUGHLIN HOPES 
TO GET BACK 
ON AIR 


- ee 


Detroit, Oct. 8. 


+ 
vv 


NBC’s Poughkeepsie Bonus 


WKIP, Poughkeepsie, has joined 
the NBC-blue as a bonus outlet in 
connection with WABY, Albany. 

Brings the NBC affiliate list up to 
200 stations. 


MYERS FETES 











VICTOR MILLER 


Musical Director at WSYR, Syra- 
| cuse, N. Y., and widely known for 
‘his concert work as pianist and con- 





WCKY Salutes Versatile Crosley 


Cincinnati, Oct. 8. 
Station WCKY pays tribute to Powel Crosley, Jr., tonight (Tuesday) 
0:30 in special broadcast. Crosley’s civic endeavors, his radio pioneey- 
g, success in manufacturing line and more recently his bringing of 
two baseball pennants to Cincinnati with Reds will be subject of salute 
program. 
L. B. Wilson adds WCKY will also be able to salute him as presi- 


dent of the 1940 World’s Champions. 
a mec me ———} 
. 
Portfolio 


John Royal's New NBC 


Will Concentrate on Shortwave, Television, Facsimile 
and F-M—Speculation on Strotz Move 


+ 























|night at the Heathman hotel. 
| Myers, president of the station was 


10-YR. VETS 





Portland, Ore., Oct. 8. 
Staff members of KOIN who have | 
been in service for ten years or more | 


were honor guests at a banquet last | 
C. W.| 


host and gave guests gold pins mak- 
ing them charter members in the 
KOIN Ten-Year Club now number- 
ing 13. The party could not get un- 
der way until midnight necessitated 
by the fact that all of the staff could 
not get away until the day’s broad- 
casting was complete. Participants 
felf the banquet beginning at this 
late hour set some kind of precedent. 

Besides Myers, C. Roy Hunt, gen- 
eral manager, and Art Kirkham, 
toastmaster, the following received 
service pins: Ruth Bjork of KOIN’s 
production office; Bruce Fictl, ac- 





Although he said he was through, | 


Father Charles E. Coughlin intends | 


to push his fight for broadcasting 
time on the big networks, Alfred R. | 
Robitaille, chairman of the Friends | 
of Father Coughlin declared at a/| 
meeting of a 100-man committee | 
here. 

Coughlin wishes his followers to 
remain inactive for a time, at least 
until the national election is over 
(Wendell Willkie scornfully rejected 
Coughlin’s proffer of help), Robi- 
taille declared. During the same 
meeting he stopped persons from dis- 


| staff musician and arranger; Ear] 


| Flies In from Concert Dates for 


count executive; Johnny Walker, pro- 
duction manager; Joseph Sampietro, 
musical director; Owen Dunning, 





Denhan, technician; Ted Kooreman, 
Tom Case and Newt Hedin, account |! 
executives, and Jack Lombard, tech- 
nicians. 





KENNY BAKER’S TRAVELS | 





Fred 


Allen 
} 








tributing leaflets urging the follow- 
pe to work against the re-election of 
resident Roosevelt. 

During the lull, he said, the Com- 
mittee of the Friends of Father 
Coughlin would be to further the 
sale of his publication ‘Social Jus- 
tice’ and Christmas cards, 


Meredith Wilson Tells 
Carnation That Title 
‘American Sings’ Is His 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 








tented but Meredith Willson wasn’t 
when Percy Faith, the Canadian, 
batoned Carnation’s ‘America Sings’ 
broadcast last Monday. Willson has 


made representations to both Faith | 


and Carnation that the title of the 
show was filched from his own pas- 
ture and he is demanding considera- 
tion of prior right to the tag. 

Back in May of 1935, when Willson 
Was coast music director for NBC 
he led the studio orchestra in a 


transcontinental sustainer under the | 


title of ‘America Sings.’ That pro- 


gram carried through to November | 


of 1937, when Willson came to Holly- 
wood in quest of commercial recog- 
nition. 

Chosen last summer to fill the 
hiatus for Fibber McGee and Molly 
with a musical program, Willson re- 
vived his ‘America Sings.” A few 
days before the opened the 
agency decided on a change in title 
inasmuch as the program had Cana- 
dian outlets. Reasoned the execs, 
Canada might take exception to the 
title on the theory ‘while our na- 
tionals are being bombed America is 
singing.’ The program bowed in as 
Meredith Willson’s Musical Revue. 

Last week Willson had Attorney 


series 


Martin Gang write one of his letters | 


to Faith and Carnation but to date 
nothing has come of it. 


Othon Velez Very Ill 


Mexico City, Oct. 8. 
Othon Velez, general manager of 
local radio station XEW here, and 
one of Mexico’s outstanding radio 
personages, is gravely ill at his local 
residence of a liver complant. He’s 
under the care of two specialists. 








Kenny Baker will fly in and out of | 
|New York each week for his singing 
stints on the Fred Allen program 
after Nov. 2. Tenor begins on that 
| date his second year of concert tour- 
ing, taking him through 13 presently 
| scheduled stops, with more to come. 
Most of the jumps between stands 
will be by plane, and on several of 


| tions. 
| schedule them at later periods dur- 


‘Cakifornia and Arizona 





the hops back into New York he'll 
get in on Tuesday, just in time for 


following day. 

Starting at El] Paso, Texas, Nov. 2, 
singer covers Abilene, Texas, Nov. 4; 
Denver, Colo., 9; Kansas City, Mo., 
|11; Shreveport, La., 15; Little Fock, 


| Ark., 17; Birmingham, Ala., 18: Sioux 





and Houston, Dec. 2. 


| CBS affiliates 


rehearsal and the Allen program the | 
| used by Postum (General Foods) as 


| account, would do the producing. 
| Falls, S. D., 22; Omaha, 24; Laramie, | 
The cows might have been con- | Wyo., 25; Dallas, 29: San Antonio, 30; | 


ductor, as well as a composer. 
Twenty-three years of concert, thea- 
trical and radio work, here and 
abroad, give him a background sec- 
ond to none. 

His regular WSYR broadcasts are 
favorites with listeners. 


DUPONT GETS 28 
OKAYS ON ITS 
BLURBS 


DuPont has chainbreak announce- 
ments on its anti-freeze products 
running on about 40 stations for a 
period of 10 weeks. BBD. & O,, 
agency on the account, tried to get 
them spotted in every case con- 
tiguous to the manufacturer’s ‘Caval- 
cade of America’ (NBC-red), which 
is strictly institutional, but it ob- 
tained okays on only about 26 sta- 
Another dozen outlets had to 














ing the same evening (Wednesday). 

It’s the first time that this type of 
tieup has been undertaken in behalf 
of DuPont. 





CBS Stations May Get 
Postum’s KNX Program: 


CBS California Network and the 
in Arizona, KOY, 
Phoenix, and KTUC, Tucson, may be 





a special hookup for a quiz show 
originating out of KNX, Los Angeles. 
Young & Rubicam, agency for the 





Schedule under consideration is 
a quarter hour a day (4 p.m. PST) | 
five days a week. 














Columbia's 53.5% Food Increase 











General Foods and Campbell Soup Dominant in 
Huge CBS Division 

















General Foods has not only become Columbia’s No. 1 spender but is in a 


big measure responsible for the network’s 53.5% boost in food account 


business so far this year. 
a wide margin on the same network. 


GF currently has nine programs running on CBS, with the Kate Smith 
There’s also on night schedule ‘We, the People’ 


hour the evening leader. 
and Grapenuts’ part sponsorship of 


This classification is also ahead of any other by 


| 
| 


Elmer Davis’ news summaries. The 


daytime strips take in ‘Kate Hopkins,’ ‘Portia Faces Life,’ ‘Kate Smith 
Speaks, “My Son and I,’ ‘Joyce Jordan, Girl Interne’ and ‘Young Doctor 


Malone’, 


For the first nine months of the present year Columbia’s billings from | 


| take over in Hollywood. 


General Foods was $2,760,664, while NBC’s gross from the same source 


figured $1,274,189. 


| accounts last year was $9,688,774. 


ings for 1940 is $4,073,277. 
$3,982,948. 


| follows: 


| Food Expenditures (nine months) 

| No. of Advertisers (nine months) 

| No. of Programs (nine months) 

General Foods** (nine months) 
' Campbell Soup (nine months) 

Gross Weekly Billing (October)— 
General Foods 

| Campbell Soup 





| 


} **Includes LaFrance & Satina. 


CBS’ business fr 
period last year was $1,914,086 and NBC’s $1,451,880. CBS’ gross from food | 


Based on the contracts in hand CBS’ estimate of the General Foods bill- 
Its estimates in the case of Campbell Soup is 


Other statistical data in connection with CBS and its food business 


eeeeee 


ee 


om the like source for the parallel 


| ment. 
| department. Frank Conrad last week | 
| turned in his resignation, effective 


rep organization. 


| agency 





o 

Oo 
1940* 1939 Increase | 
... $9,608,256 $6,267,919 53.3% | 
soli a 18 16.7% | 
‘a. an 30 20.0% | 
.. 2,760,664 1,914,086 44.2% | 
.. 2,912,434 1,315,345 121.4% | 
| 

- 101,638 79,453 27.9% 

te 81,175 70,234 15.6% 


*Gross billings for September, 1940, are estimated. 


BROOKLYN KNOWS ’EM 


That's Why Ruthrauff & Ryan Chose) 
Barber, Helfer 








Two announcers identified with the 
broadcasting of Brooklyn Dodger 
baseball games have been selected | 
by the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency to} 
carry the emcee chores for Noxema’s | 
‘Battle of the Boroughs’ quiz which | 
starts this Sunday at 9 p.m. over| 
WOR. Red Barber and Al Helfer are 
the men. 

Idea of using two personages 
known to Brooklyn, where partisan 
feeling runs high, seemed a natural 
for a quiz contest attempting to stir 
rivalry between the front yard and 
back yard of New York. 

Noxema has launched inter-city 
quiz battles in various spots through- 
out the U.S.A. A review of the 
Hartford-New Haven program is in 
this week’s VARIETY. 

Nate Tufts is production super- 
isor for Ruthrauff & Ryan. 


NBC PROMOTES | 
HARRY KOPF 














| Bertha Brainard, 
|} and much respected, is generally ex- 


Chicago, Oct. 8. 

Harry Kopf has been promoted to | 
post as general manager of the NBC | 
Central Division here following the 
imminent shift of Sidney Strotz to 
New York as program director of 
NBC. 

Kopf has been manager here of 
the. NBC-red sales staff and has 
been a member of the NBC Chicago 
sales organization for several years, 

Switch takes place on Nov. 1. 


FRANK CONRAD EXITS | 
McCANN - ERICKSON 








McCann-Erickson is having an- 
other reshuffle in its radio depart- 
This time it’s the time buying 


as soon as he has closed for a con- 
nection already under negotiation. 
Also going is Conrad's assistant, Bert 
Adams, who will probably within 
the next two weeks join a station 
| 

Conrad has been with McCann- | 
Erickson for four years, coming from 
the sales staff of NBC. Before that | 
he had been an executive at KDKA, | 
Pittsburgh. 





| 


Ken Dolan, Jim Doane | 
In Crosscountry Switch 


Ken Dolan and Jim Doane, talent 
partners, have _ switched 
offices for six months. Doane will re- | 
main in New York and Dolan will | 


Doane came on last week and | 
Dolan and his wife, Shirley Ross, left 
New York Friday (6). They stopped 
over in New Orleans for a couple of 
days on the way out. 


KFBI Spieler Dies 


Wichita, Kas., Oct. 8. 
J. Victor Tessing, 31, announcer | 
for radio station KFBI, died in a! 
local hospital recently from cere- 
bral hemorrhage suffered while at! 
work in studio.» In addition to an- | 
nouncing duties. Tessing was mem- | 
ber of Pioneer Quartet. He came to | 
Wichita eight years ago from Chi- 
cago where he formerly was in ad- 
vertising agency. Joined KFBI staff 
when it was moved here from Abi- 
lene early in year. 
Widow, Alice, whom he married 
last June 29, mother and brother in | 
Chicago survive. | 








| with 


The Board of Directors of the 
National Broadcasting Co. on Fri- 
day (4) met in New York to define 
the new assignment of John F, 
Royal. Retiring soon as program 
department vice président after nine 
years Royal will now become the 
v.p. charged with supervising vari- 
ous NBC problem children, this in- 


| cluding television, international com- 


mercial shortwave, frequency modu- 
lation and facsimile and certain pro- 
motional activities. 

Niles Trammell will further clarify 
Royal's authority in the near future 
now that the general okay has been 
given by the Board. It is expected 
that among those who will report to 
Royal are Alfred Morton, the tele- 
vision department chief; Clay Mor- 
gan, Director of Public Relations 
(separate from _ publicity § which 
Frank Mullen is reorganizing); and 
Jack Yandell, advertising manager 
of the shortwave programs to South 
America of which NBC has already 
sold half a dozen. Facsimile and 
F-M activities of NBC are nebulous 
and it is this very unresolved nature 
that Royal is to chart. 

Naturally there is much specula- 
tion of possible changes that will oc- 
cur when Sid Strotz comes to New 
York to head the NBC program de- 
partment. One report he may 
disestablish the ‘commercial’ and 
‘sustaining’ subdivisions and have 
only one program’ department. 
an NBC veteran 


1S 


pected to be reassigned to another 
title and assignment. 


Don Davis of WHB Hurt 
In New York Taxicab 
With the Dick Nicholls 


Don Davis, of WHB, Kansas City, 
returned to New York City Monday 
(6) after undergoing treatment by 
his personal doctor in Kansas City 
for injuries received in an auto erash 
the previous Saturday night (28). 





| After receiving temporary treatment 


(29) 
Dick 
Morse 
was in 


Davis flew home the next day 
for a thorough going over 
Nicholls, radio director for 
International agency,” who 

the same cab with Davis escaped 
a sprained ankle, but Mrs. 
Nicholls suffered a fractured collare 
bone and a severe concussion of the 
brain. 

The threesome were returning 
from a farewell party to Bill Hines, 
ex-Morse time buyer, when their 
taxi was hit by the trailer of a 10- 
ton truck as the latter went around 
a corner. The taxi’s door was ripped 
off and Mrs. Nicholls and Davis went 
hurtling out, landing under the rear 
wheels of the trailer. Davis’ eye- 
glasses were shattered and some of 
the splinters became imbedded. Me 
also suffered a badly cut tongue and 
body bruises. A fourt’ occupant of 
the cab, Nellie Paley, vocalist, had 
her face cut. 


BROMO-QUININE HAS 
WOMAN COMMENTATOR 


Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 

Besse Howard, woman news com- 
mentator, began a series of broad- 
casts on KYW wyesterday (Mon.) 
sponsored by the Grove Laboratories 
of St. Louis for Bromo Quinine. 

Miss Howard has recently returned 
from a tour of the South American 
Republics. Also acted as an observer 
at the Pan-American Conference 
held recently at Havana. 











Goldrich te Puerto Rico 
New Bedford, Mass., Oct. 8. 
Bob Goidrick recently resigned as 
staff announcer at WNBH to enlist 
in the U. S. army. 
Has been assigned 
Puerto Rico. 


to duty at 
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FIELD DAY FOR GYPPING |g MORF BFFS 


Radio broadcasting is such a tremendous success in the 
United States that it has the happy ability to cover up flops, 
make blunders seem unimportant, and, in general, to cushion, 
absorb and neutralize all sorts of less-than-satisfactory per- 
formances within the framework of the industry’s basic popu- 
larity with the masses, 
ruin the business unless it’s prevented’ just doesn’t make sense. 
Nevertheless, in a spirit of calm, unexcited but profound despair 
let it be affirmed that the so-called radio repair man has always 
been and still is one of the great liabilities of broadcasting. ~ 


Almost any gathering of average housekeeping couples will 
provide ample evidence of the petty rackets and nuisances 
habitually practiced upon the set-buying or set-owning public 
by men who represent themselves to be experts on sets. Of 
course the average set-owner cannot know a good man from a 
bad one until after he leaves. They peddle new aerials, new 
tubes, new gadgets which may or may not be necessary, They 
spend hours tinkering around. Then they collect their fees 
and depart and the set-owner a little later finds that he has 
been hornswoggled—again, Or there is the set that won't work 
because the maid has knocked out the connecting socket and 
put it back upside down. How many set-owners have been 
charged $5 for a ‘repairman’ reversing the prongs of the socket: 
Big fees and quick, makeshift jobs are typical. The phony 


Hence any statement that ‘this will | 


FLY’S INFLUENCE WIDEN 








IN EARLY'S EAR? 


—_—__—- 


Chairman of FCC with Na- 
tional Defense Coordinator 
Role Added Looms as AIll- 
Powerful in Broadcasting 
Business 


—_—— 


CENSOR FEARS 





.s 


Chain Income From Time Sales 


billings. CBS last month got $3,108,448, while the red account- 


| (NBC-red has again run ahead of Columbia on gross time 


_ed for $3,132,005. For Columbia it was a boost of 21.3% over 


| the 


tally which prevailed September, 1939. 


Mu 


tual grossed 


pe, 
| $283,463 the past month, an increase of 34.6% over the parallel 


' month of 1939, 


On the first months of the year Columbia is up 22.1% ; NBC, 


| 10.8%, and Mutual, 23.1%.) 








Washington, Oct. 8. 

James L. Fly, chairman of the 
Federal Communications Commis- | 
sion, has apparently succeeded in| 
eliminating Steve Early as a go-| 
between for the broadcasting indus- | 
try with the White House. Chair- 
man Fly has obtained a pledge from 
the networks that any subject which 
has to do with radio is to be handled 
through him and that there is to be 
no contacting of the White House 





repairman violates most of the codes which city governments 
trv to enforce on electricians. And no two radio repairmen | 
will agree on what’s wrong with a set, or how much it will | 
cost to make it right. | 

The N. A. B. shows itself well informed on the facts of life | 
when it fears that the pending wholesale wavelength shifting | 
of 777 American stations will provide a glorious gypping oppor | 
tunity which won't help the radio broadcasting industry. | 








The wholesale gypping will undoubtedly occur next spring 
and it is doubtful that anything beyond such pessimistic expres- 
sions as this can be done about it. However, the comforting 
thing about broadcasting is that it can survive the worst efforts 
of the fumbling, faking small fry. 


‘iQ | PUBLISHER’S SON RUNS 
WCBI, COLUMBUS, MISS. 


Louisville, Oct. 8. 

New station WCBI was opened in 
Columbus, Miss. Wednesday (2). 
Operating with 250 kw. power, on 
1370. Station is owned by the Colum- 
bus Dispatch, with Barney Imes, Jr., 
in charge. His father is editor and 
publisher of the newspaper. 

Staff has been set, and consists of 
Walter G. Allen, formerly WSGN, 
Birmingham, commercial manager; 
Bill Williams, program director, who 
comes to WCBI via KTAT, KFDM, 
KORN. and who was for a time man- 


FITCH HAS 1 
RED STATIONS 


Chicago, Oct. 8. 


With the current week’s broadcast, 
the Fitch Bandwagon broadcast rides 
on a hook-up of 109 stations on the 
NBC-Red web. 

Added were 25 outlets at the in- 
stigation of the Ramsey agency of 
Davenport (la.), which handles the 
Fitch shampoo account, 


Radkey Teaches 


Cincinnati, Oct. 8. | recently with WHUB, Cookesville, 
University of Cincinnati, which in-|Tenn. Miss Billie Fogarty is recep- 
augurated an elementary course in| tionist-secretary. aio 
radio script writing last season in| Many programs will originate at 
its Evening College, has added a|the Miss ssippi State College for 
class for study of advanced scripting. | Women, where special studios have 
Instrfictor for both classes is Arthur | been installed. 
Radkey, assistant educational di- 
rector of WLW, who has written 
more than 2,000 programs, ranging | BEN GRAUER DEANING 
from drama to music criticism, since - 
getting into radio five years ago. Gets Release to Appear With Kay 
Last season’s elementary course Kyser's College 
was taken by persons from 17 to 55 - ' 
Grauer has obtained a release 











| ert Montgomery, chief engineer, 
| Jimmy Arendale, assistant; Houston 
iCox, news editor; Paul Cresap, for- 
WSKB, and Gene Edwards, 





years old, including teachers, news- Ren 
paper writers, fashion commentators | from his contract to handle the an- 
nounciug chores on ‘Mr. District At- 


and an agriculturist. 
da order to resume his play- 


as | torney’ in 


ing of the ‘Dean’ on Kay Kyser’s 

A Career at Five ‘College of Musical Knowledge,’ 

: which starts emanating from New 

Toledo, Oct. 8. York again Oct. 23. Confliction be- 

Diana Jeanne Schultz, former tween the broadcast times of the two 


Toledo youngster who began her ra- 
dio debut on a children’s program 
at WSPD, Toledo, now has her own | 
lj-minute program on WMAN, | 
Mansfield, O., starting Oct. 6. 

She is only five years old. 


RICHARD MAXWELL’S ALBUM 

Richard Maxwell, current con- 
ductor of a Monday through Friday 
afternoon program on CBS network 
called ‘A Friend In-Deed’ has been 
Signed by Columbia Records to turn 
out an album of recorded ‘Songs of 
‘heer and Comfort’. He’s been on 
os air for 13 years, last four at 


programs made it necessary for 
Grauer to choose one or the other. 
‘Attorney’ airs 9:30-10 p.m. Thurs- 
days, and Kyser follows immediately | 
(10-11 p.m.), both on NBC Red. 

Announcer’s last program for At- | 
torney’ is Oct. 16. Kyser’s band goes | 
into the Waldorf hotel, New York, | 
| Oct. 24. 





Sawyer Prez of WING 
Dayton, Oct. 8. 
Charles Sawyer has replaced Stan- 
ley M. Krohn, Jr., as president of 
WSMK. Inc., which operates WING. 
Ronald B. Woodyard, the station’s 


GBS. general manager, is now also a v-p., 


Pe was once a chorus boy in the 
reenwich Village Follies. 





succeeding S. M. Krohn, Sr., re-! 
signed. | 


lager of WGRM, Grenada, Miss.; Rob- | 


secretary. Move not only usurps the 
first-hand connections which the) 
President’s press secretary formerly 
exercised, but reinforces Fly’s admin- 
istrative control over broadcasting. 
His influence is now becoming all- 
powerful. 

It was rumored last week that 
Richard C. Patterson, Jr., now chair- | 
man of the RKO board and formerly 





| an executive v.p. at NBC, was being | 


groomed for the post of defense co- 
ordinator of broadcasting, but Wash- | 
ington insiders expressed themselves | 
as certain that Fly had been firmly 
esconced in this spot and that there | 
wasn’t a chance of anyone super- | 
seding him. 

Patterson also was formerly an 
assistant secretary of commerce in 
the Roosevelt administration. 

Some See Censorship 

Forecast of what broadcasters may 

be in for is the initial FCC move to 
tighten control over the programs of 
the nation’s few, already closely 
watched, international transmitters. 
| Stricter operating rules are in pros- 
ipect, as a result of the general 
|hysteria over fifth columns and 
'subversive agitators. Notice of prob- 
lable check-reining was given last 
week in a letter to the handful of 
|licensees askin them to confer 
| about the desirability of revising the 
|regulations. Parley took place yes- 
|terday (7). 
Idea ig to compel operators to in- 
sist on having an advance script and 
of prohibiting any deviations. Tran- 
scriptions also would be required in 
order to make sure there were no 
interpolations or revisions. 

The action, which more appre- 
hensive watchers abhorred as a mile- 
stone on the road toward ultimate | 
censorship, was taken by a group of | 
FCC underlings without knowledge | 
of the Commish. Only authoriza- 
tion was the tacit encouragement 
from Chairman James L. Fly, who 
has been consulted incidentally by 
the engineers and attorneys dabbling 
|in international service. 

What will come from the sugges- 
tion depends to a considerable de- 
gree on the general industry re- 
action. If the standard station op- 
erators get alarmed about the 
plications—remote, though they may 
be at this stage—and turn on the 
heat, the Commish may back down 
But the scheme will go through un- 
less there is unexpected resistance. 

Little concern has been displayed 
so far, except by a small bloc of in- 
dustry observers who continuously 
suspect the FCC’s motives in under- 
taking any innovation. In general, 
it is felt the Commish subordinates 
had sincere motives, although they 
had not given much thought to the 
eventual consequences or the real 
implications of their action. 

In behalf of the international op- 
erators, it was emphasized that no 
transgression prompted the move to’ 
maintain closer supervision. Pa- 
triotism of the DX-ers has not been 
suspected. 


im- 





Amos ’n’ Andy will be heard in 
Canada on transcriptions over Sta- 
tion CKAC, Montreal, CFRB, To- 
ronto, and all outiets used for ac- 
count in the Dominion. 


COLUMBIA 


























1940 1939 1938 1937 
PORUBEF ogc csiccaws $3,575,946 $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 
February 3,330,627 2,541,542 2,680,334 2,264,317 
ene ae te 3,513,170 2,925,684 3,034,317 2,559,716 
PE es iy ct ad 3,332,689 @™ 2.854.026 2,424,180 2,563,478 
EE ee ee ele 3,570,727 3,097,484 2,442,283 2,560,558 
2 Eee rte 3,144,213 2,860,180 1,121,495 2,476,567 
ts op ote ee 3,967,870 2,331,953 1,317,357 1,988,412 
August 2,875,657 2,341,636 1,423,865 1,955,280 
September ......... 3,108,448 2,563,132 1,601,755 2,028,585 
WOR ea wie’ $29,512,875 $24,189,694 $18,925,531 $20,775,533 

MUTUAL 

1940 1939 1938 1937 
SORURTF ............ SORT $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 
Py, 337,649 276,605 253,250 231,286 
OS Ee rere ‘ 390,813 306,976 232,877 247,421 
EL) etkgeis's «alot wee 6 ‘ 363,468 262,626 189,545 200,134 
BE isck tiv cne ; 322,186 234,764 194,201 154,633 
oo rer er rere 4 299,478 228,186 202,412 117,388 
Spor eee eg eee . 235,182 216,583 167,108 101,458 
NE Pa fe ventas ono dae 227,865 205,410 164,626 96,629 
September ........ F 283,463 210,589 200,342 132,866 
ee $2,777,833 $2,256,817 $1,872,255 $1,496,573 

NBC-RED 

1940 1939 #1938 *1937 
January . $3,496,393 $3,211,161 $2,634,763 $2,374,633 
February 3,226,983 2,975,258 2,507,123 2,273,973 
March 3,338,440 3,297,992 2,736,494 2,531,322 
April oscs.. 3,128,685 2,879,571 2,458,487 2,304,035 
MN ice idesdeananats 3,216,940 2,886,517 2.627,721 2,261,344 
eee 2,919,405 2,759,917 2,550,040 2,209,304 
PN babs date backeKcowr 3,141,902 2,713,798 2,377,065 2,018,820 
Cre 3,072,338 2,737,926 2,368,161 2,094,306 
| September ......... 3,132,005 2,750,688 2,397 333 2,057,513 
Total . .$28,673,091 $26,212,828 $22.657.187 $20,125,250 

NBC-BLUE 

1940 1939 +1938 #1937 
| January. ............ $908,815 $822,739 $1,158,753 $1,167,366 
POUPUREY 6ckc oxivecs 905,101 773,437 990,930 1,021,809 
ee re ‘ 965,904 872,860 1,070,335 1,082,961 
pe ere ee 912,833 681,412 852,018 973,475 
Be Sew rvee cs veka ‘i 817,682 815,585 786,479 953,475 
po” ee ee 722,695 622,487 650,529 794,083 
WR di scaeae errr ee ‘ 688,536 569,757 581,645 688,630 
MOU: Grawwes aw o6 665,924 574,644 572,938 690,871 
WOPLOMDEP  2ciccece ° 747,774 564,619 581,908 793,068 
nL. aavwereay »+ $7,335,264 $6,297,540 $7,245,535 $8,165,738 








| prevailed these years. 


RADIO BONERS WORTH 
$5 IF CARTOONABLE 


Milwaukee, Oct. 8. 
Broadcast boners heard over 
WTMJ are paying dividends for lis- 
teners. Edgar A. Thompson, radio 
editor of The Milwaukee Journal, is 
giving $5 each week for the first 
submission of oral slip-ups which 


contain a cartoon idea. 
The cartoons are then printed in 
the radio section of Sunday editions. 


REMINGTON’S SPOTS 


Franklin Bruck Agency 
paign Under Way 


Franklin Bruck agency gets an- 


Gets Cam-| The 6—6:15 period is part of the 





*Different system for allocating billings to the red and blue networks 
| DEAL SEEN IF 


HOOKUP OK 


| 


{ 


Campbell Soup may take a quarter 


| hour on the NBC-Red at 6 p.m. if 


it can g 
| stations. 


et a big enough lineup of 
The network last week 


| polled the red affiliates on their will- 


| ingness 


to give up 


this particular 


| quarter hour for this account. 


|time that the NBC station contract 
| reserves exclusively for the affiliates’ 


Own use. 


other spot campaign under way next | 


week. This time it’s the typewriter 
division of Remington-Rand. Agency 
is placing a schedule of three five- 


|; minute transcriptions for 13 weeks 


with the basic idea being mail pull- 
ing. 

There will be from 15 to 20 sta- 
tions in the initial list. 


Dey Suffers Broken Neck 


Wichita, Kas., Oct. 8. 
Robert Dey, singer formerly with 
station KFH and KFBI here, is in a 
local hospital with a broken neck. 
Paralyzed from the neck d- wn. 
Result of auto accident in which 





‘MacQuarrie In Bridgeport 
Bridgeport, Oct. 8. 


| Haven MacQuarrie and 


his CBS 


| Marriage Club are in Bridgeport for 
| two Saturday nights, first stop on 55- 
}city tour tied in with Continental 


| Baking 
'show at 


2,000-seater. 


| New 
Bridgepo 
Bill 


and NBC 


outlets. De 
Central 


rt has no 


‘-Blue 


announcer. 
| Ralph Campbell ahead for Benton 


|& Bowl 


es. Following 


High 
Program was piped to 
York CBS key, 
Columbia 
Elliott of WICC, local Shepard 
Station, 


ticketed 
auditorium, 


alers 
inasmuch as 
link. 


got call as 


Saturday's 


his car turned over several times in| (12) broadcast MacQuarrie moves to 
‘Columbus, O. 


loose gravel few miles from city. 


ssn dys sl ae 
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DDIE CANTOR 


JACK BENNY 


ith Nan Rae, Maude Davis, Dinah With Mary Livingstone, Eddie Ander- 


Shore, Bobby Sherwood orchestra, | 
Comedy, Songs, Band 
Shoe 

ANA-SAL HEPATICA 
Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) | 

Eddie Cantor has come back to ra- 
dio, after a season’s layoff, with a 
combination that seemingly can't, 
miss. Cantor’s comedy is standard 
as ever, but his new brand of gags 
are more fresh and crisp. Resource- 
ful showman that he usually is, Can- 
tor stepped out for the first time 
under the Bristol-Myers banner last 
Wednesday (2) with a cornucopia 
(horn of plenty to you) of sock en- 
tertainment. Cantor not only glutted 
the air with laughs but he so pro- 
jected Dinah Shore that listeners got 
an entirely new vista of this girl’s | 
singing talents. Judging from her 
performance on that broadcast, Miss 
Shore stacks up as radio’s new vocal 


The program was skillfully knit to- 

ether and paced. There were no 
oose ends, and even the running gag, 
having to do with a stooge counting 
the 146,000 silver dollars he had won 
in a burlesqued quiz contest, went off 
to a real pop finish. 

In the stooge department Cantor 
has equipped himself with something 
that’s as surefire as his whilom Mad 
Russian character (Bert Gordon). | 
That something is Maude Davis who’s 
still linked with her old partner, 
Nan Rae. Vaude headliners from 
away back, under the original bill- 
ing of Marie and Ann Clark, ihis| 
pair appeared in a couple of Broad- 
way revues of the past season. ‘Keep 
Off the Grass’ and ‘Strawhat Revue.’ 
While her slatternly getup must 
be a howl to studio audiences, 
listeners also are bound to get the 
full impact of Miss Davis’ comedy 
talents. Her shrill-voiced zany is 
something novel for radio and the 
way that Cantor had her personality 
grooved on the opening stanza indi- 
cated that in Miss Davis he has per- 
haps his best stooge bet to date. His 
making of Harry Von Zell the target 
for her romantic heartburn should 
account for results on many pro- 
grams to come. 

The script roved over a wide field. 
With Von Zell serving as foil, Can- 
tor moved into a fast routine of both 





topical and kitchen humor. This 
included the now inevitable gags 
about the military draft good-natured 
tweaking of Mayor LaGuardia on the 
subjects of his size and penchant for | 
chasing fires, and cracks about Can- | 
tor’s own age. 
couldn’t during this prolog resist 
yielding to a kitchen dido. 


the remark that he had once posed 
for talcum ads and faded out to his 
slyly-intoned assurance that it wasn’t 
his face that was used. 

Where Cantor scored on all laugh 
cylinders was his burlesque of quiz 
and Pot of Gold shows. It was all 
cut down to essentials and cleverly 
staged. The bit likewise allowed for 
a logical introduction of the team 
of Rae and Davis. 

Miss Shore’s interlude found her 
with a crack arrangement of ‘Yes, 
My Darling Daughter,’ a suave lead- 
on by the program’s male choral 

roup and a zippy accompaniment by 

obby Sherwood and his orchestra. 
Those interpolations by the guitar 
were also well deujsed, and the up- 
shot was a swell sample of vocalistics 
in the modern manner. Cantor him- 
self contributed a couple to the 
words and music side of the program. 
He went back to a Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ 
show of his for the first, ‘Down by the 
O-hi-O,’ and later cut in with a par- 
ody of ‘I Ain't Got Nobody.’ 

Tommy Mack had been contracted 
for by Cantor as part of his stooge 


retinue, but surplus of material at 
dress rehearsal made it necessary to 
eliminate Mack’s participation alto- 
He will appear on tonight’s 
Mack was on the Gillette 
show with Milton Berle a couple of 


gether. 
(9) show. 


seasons back. 


As _ usual the plugs on Ipana and 
smartly woven 


Sal Hepatica were 
into the script. These commercials 
have for years been models for the 
trade. They’re still way ahead of 
the field. Odec. 


JIM HEALEY 
Commentary, Philosophy 
15 Mins.—Local 
DE LUXE MANICURE PRODUCTS 
M-W-F, 1 p. m. 
WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 
(Leighton & Nelson) 

Former Albany newspaperman 
and only Capital District product of 
past decade to make a network com- 
mercial, Healey bows at WTRY af- 
ter six years for Sun Oil over WGY. 
Although he is starting a half-hour 


for another sponsor on WGY, Healey 


will continue daytimer for Ft. 


Orange Chemical Co. on this 1,000 | 


watter. Products peddled are for 
women—nail polish and perfumed 
polish remover—and listeners are 
addressed as ‘Ladies.’ However, for- 
mat follows that long, successfully 
used via WGY: commentary, philoso- 
phy and poetry (latter two had in 


Cantor being Cantor | 
This | 
nugget of homey humor opened with ! 


| ord 
| cerned. 





son, Phil Harris, Dennis Day 


| Comedy, Songs, Band 


30 Mins. 

JELL-O 

Sunday, 7 p. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 


Jack Benny, after a 15 weeks’ lay- 


off, eame back to radio last Sunday | 


night (6), but it wasn’t altogether 
with his best foot forward. He 
opened with a fantasy a la Disney. 


On paper it must have looked very | 


funny. In performance this part of 
show turned out poorly. Fantasy 
was dragged out for eight minutes. 
Two more minutes and the audience 
might have lapsed into the somnolent 
state which the cast was play-acting 
in the fantasy. Once Benny and his 


stepped into their old characteriza- 
tions things started to bristle, and it 
wasn’t long before the laughs were 
coming in the program’s customary 
triphammer style. 


Members of the cast are a complete 
carry-over from last season. The 
characterizations are likewise intact, 
and so are some of the gags. When 

ry Livingstone gets too snippy 
With Benny he reminds her of that 
department store origin. Benny‘s 


| fictional anemia is still Phil Harris’ 


ace comeback, and the tete-a-tetes 


| between Benny and Dennis Day or 


Eddie Anderson (Rochester) revolve 


for the most part as usual on Benny’s | 


fictional parsimony. Listeners have 
become thoroughly familiar with 
these cute little family intimacies, 
and Benny is too shrewd a mike 
showman to resume his air stint with 
anything but the familiar. In teeing 
off as he did Benny insinuated the 
illusion of picking up from where he 
had left off from a point that might 
have only been the previous Sunday. 
What he quit the air with last June 
was still a top click, and if he must 
make variations or changes they can 
be woven in as the season wears on. 


Day’s tenor was in sterling form 
for the reopening occasion, and Har- 
ris’ dance arrangements had their 
usual rhythmic tang. Ed Beloin and 
Bill Morrow continue as Benny’s 
scriptists, and on the initial program 


jtheirs was a smooth piece of gag 
| craftsmanship with the exception of 
| that fantasy, by which it was hoped 


| to reintroduce in novel fashion each 


member of the cast. It did succeed 
in being novel. Don Wilson is also 
still on hand for those smartly inter- 
polated plugs. 


This makes Benny’s seventh season 
with this same account, again a rec- 
far as comedians are con- 

No reason to suppose he 
won't score as high as ever week by 
week. dec. 











| value, 


| plaques. 
|this and happy about it is an open 
secret around Radio City. 

‘troupe were rid of that fantasy and | 
sensation. ‘series was dull. 
|picture of a blurred episode 


/not dramatic, and an 


lachieve even 





| the plot. 





VAD BLESS AM a 


‘CAVALCADE OF AMERICA’ 
With Loretta Young, Carl §wenson, 
Jeanette Nolan, Edward Jerome 

Historicals 

30 Mins. 

DuPONT 

Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn) 
After several years’ association 

with historical reenactments, a plus 

timeliness, has stepped into 

stride beside the DuPont show. 

Hurrah - for -our~side spirit which 

suffuses the nation at the moment 


‘with the pink of high patriotic pres- 


sure provides ‘Cavalcade’ with im- 


/proved opportunities of mentions in 


the radio columns, endorsements by 
councils, societies and dispensers of 
That DuPont is aware o 


The first program of the 1940-41 
It painted a blurred 
in 
American history, the Roanoke Is- 
land colonists who wandered off and 
were swallowed in the Indian thick- 
ets. Nobody ever found them or 
their scalps. There was little real 
action. Starvation is pitiable but 
inconclusive 
story is not excused in the realm of 
entertainment simply because it’s 
historically accurate. True, perhaps 
not everybody knew about that in- 


‘cident, or had lately discussed it. 
So, the DuPont program educa- 
|tionally recalled it. But that’s 


hardly the best such a series can 
if it might be one 
more, 


Actually this weak starter should 
not be blamed on the author. The 
fault is the selection of an essen- 
tially static story that, with variations 
in place and vear, has been told and 
retold. The recent flop at the box- 
office of a costly motion picture 
dealing with another cOvered wagon 
trek to the west may or not be 
significant of a growing public de- 
mand that ‘historicals’ get under the 
surface and make their characters 
more than stiff, hazy symbols of 
pioneer fortitude. The idea has 
been well established by now that 
the pee ip encountered lots of 
trouble and showed lots of courage 
in meeting it. But surely a more 
imaginative type of historical ig to 


be preferred to a straight-line, thin | 
chronicle of wagon-pushing, wilder- | 


ness-fearing anxiety. 
DuPont scripts sometimes over- 


|paint the scene and under-develop 
In any good story some- | 


thing needs to happen, and with 
DuPont historicals on occasion it’s 
just a case of pushing the middle 
valve of brave suffering down and 
lashing fit to the control — 

a 


ARTETY | 
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f | Leonard eam 
r 


MUSIC’ 

With Ted Cott, Felix Knight, Leon- 
ard Liebling, Percy Grainger, Alan 
Dinehart, Allen Roth Orchestra 

Music Quiz 

30 Mins. 

SCHAEFER BREWING CO. 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn) 
Schaefer, for its fifth radio year, 

has picked up one of CBS’ best sus- 

tainers, Ted Cott’s ‘So You Think 

You Know Music?’ clipped down to 

about nine minutes from its original 

| 25-minute session and incorporated 

'ags part of half-hour revue. 

minutes is too little although B. B. 

D.&O. may not want to go whole- 

hog for another quiz. : ms 
| Cott is backed by music critic 

as judge for his 
seance, Percy ainger and Alan 

Dinehart were the two professional 

contestants on the first Schaefer 

broadcast while a delicatessen store 
clerk and a 19-year-old girl, Lor- 
raine Butler, were the other two. 

Girl won the prize, Judge Liebling 

ruling a perfect score. Contestants 








mitters of questions receive $10 plus 
| music albums. 

| Glib and ingratiating Cott neither 
i tried to be facetious nor too digni- 
| fied. Because of the stopwatch he 
| was a bit hurried in getting in four 
| groups of questions, with one for 
leach contestant. Interrogations don’t 
always call for identification of mu- 
| sic played but a knowledge of titles. 
| For instance, Cott asked the names 
lof film players who played the title 
roles in such pictures as ‘Victor 
Herbert,’ ‘Life and Loves of Bee- 
thoven,’ etc. A fairly tricky array 
of music was played, with contest- 
ants asked to identify what division 
of time they represented, such as 
‘End of a Perfect Day,’ ‘Dance of 
Hours,’ ‘Minute Waltz,’ etc. 

Regular musical ry of pro- 
gram followed about the same pat- 
tern as in recent years. It’s the sec- 
ond year for Allen Roth and his mu- 
sicians while Felix Knight, soloist, 
is in for his third year. 

Roth’s orchestra, plenty solid, with 
novel orchestrations, varied the pace 
of his two or three numbers to ap- 
peal to radio audiences, going from 
straight playing to swingeroo tempo. 
This was particularly true of ‘T’'ll 
Never Smile Again.’ Felix Knight 
put life into that old favorite, ‘Deep 
in My Heart’ 
Prince.” ‘When Day Is Done’ was 
the showoff number for the mixed 
chorus, which Roth has molded into 
a slick vocal group. ‘Begin the Be- 
uine’ closed the show with chorus, 

and and Felix Knight putting it 
across. 

Minimum of shouting for the prod- 





yt yet the two or three brief men- 
ons (none over 20 seconds) were 
memory-etchers. Wear. 





‘VARIETY’ IN AIR RAID STUDIO 


‘0 YOU THINK YOU KNOW 


Nine | 


each get record albums while sub- | 


| gram. 
| the Allen personality. The formula, 


a 


FRED ALLEN 

With Portland Hoffa, Al Goodman’; 
Orchestra, Kenny Baker, Hugh 
Martin Singers, Minerva Pious 
John Brown, Charles Cantor, Alan 
Reed, James Wallington, Larry 
Elliott, 

Revue, 

60 Mins. 

TEXACO 

Wednesday, 9 p. m. 

WABC-CERS, New York 


(Buchanan) 


Fred Allen has adhered closely 
to his customary program formula, 
He’s now Columbia and Texaco in. 
stead of NBC and Sal Hepatica, and 
| some slight changes of personnel 
have been made. But essentially lis. 
; teners will pick up where they left 
|off and at the same time, 9 pm, 
Wednesdays. His opposition on NBC 
will be Eddie Cantor, but only for 
ithe first 30 minutes of the hour, 
| Allen is by deliberate preference 
lone of radio’s few hour men, al- 
| though most comics and agencies 
| with comics think of half that time 
/as enough of a problem. 

The dry style of the fugitive from 
Western Vaudeville ha: no counter. 
part in network radio. It is there. 
|fore this basic matter of delivery 
'and personality that is the stock-in- 
| trade and the ‘oundation of the pro. 
Everything is in rebation to 





as before, introduces a succession of 
nonsensical episodes in which Allen 
focuses his comedy mentality upon 
various pro or semi-pro_ stooges, 
upon events of the day, upon other 
radio programs or comics, upon any 
idea or tongue-slip or opening that 
may accidentally on purpose develop 
during the broadcast. 

At this late date there seems little 
need to detail the comedy methods 
of Fred Allen. They are methods in 
which imagination and topical alert- 
ness play a prominent part. The net 
result is a variegated and many- 
paced entertainment which is some- 
times guffawable, sometimes gigg- 
able and sometimes noncombustible. 
But even when one of the ingred- 
ients turns out tamely, as the forum 
bit on the opener, the listener 





| show 
| Goodman is providing the music and 
from ‘The Student | 
| Allen sallies. 
| inclusion of a Major Bowes amateur, 


|rate musical 
| rambling nonsense. 


usually never loses that constant 
sense of expectancy which is a vital 
part of Allen’s appeal as a funny- 
man. 

William Schorr 
for Buchanan this year, 


is directing th 
A 


surface for 
bit is the 


of the bouncing 


An added 


some 


That accounted for a coloratura s0- 
prana, one Christina Carroll, who as- 


| cended the scale for a bit of high 

falutin’. 
jalong with Goodman’s able musician- 
| ship 


The Hugh Martin Singers, 


familiar 
for first 
to the 


and Kenny Baker's 
warbling, nicely provide 
interruptions 


Two announcers, Jimmy Walling- 
ton and Larry Elliott, are assigned to 
the Texaco commercials, which are 
fairly frequent but not unbearable, 
There are some light touches in the 
modern spirit, 

In addition to Mrs. Allen, the 
comedy brigade includes such con- 
stantly employed radio troupers as 
Charles Cantor, Minerva Pious, John 
Brown and Alan Reed. They givé 
Allen expert feeding. 

Arnold Auerbach, Herman Wouk, 
Roland Kibbee and Nat Heiken are 
the joke caddies who assist Allen in 
making the 60-minute course in par, 

Land. 


PROFESSOR QUIZ (Craig Earl) 

With Bob Trout 

30 Mins 

LIGGETT & MYERS 

Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York. 
(Newell-Emmett) 


Back for another year with his 
program setup unchanged, Prof. 
Quiz (Dr. Craig Earl) has a new 


time and a new sponsor. This time 
he’s bankrolled by Liggett & Myers, 
piugging Velvet tobacco and cigarets. 

Ob Trout is assistant and announc- 
er, while Mrs. Earl and Bill Gern- 
nant tabulate the scores of contest- 


ants. Show is produced by Don 
Langan for the Newell-Emmett 
agency. 

Series continues to bring five 


members of the studio audience to 
the mike to answer about a half- 
dozen questions each on all sorts of 
subjects. Entrant getting the best 
score wins $25, second best $15, 
everyone also getting a can of Vel- 
vet tobacco. Listeners whose ques- 
tions are used are also paid cash. 
Questions themselves are mostly 
easy, some being in the nature of 
riddles and trick puns, a few being 
fairly tough. Even if the edge is 
perceptibly worn off quiz shows. 
there’s probably plenty of lift left 
in this particular one. : 

The prof. retains his familiar air 
of persistent jollity and_ skillfully 
keeps the proceedings in motion, al- 
though he might sound to some a 
trifle anxious to seem all-wise, never 
to be topped by any of his guests. 

Although it wasn’t explained on 








ee 


—— 





This photograph, passed by the British censor, is a candid camera 
performers and their radio producer en aged in a joint contemplation of 
Employees of the British Broadcasting 


the program, this season's series is 
using a new mail-getter contest, lis- 
teners being asked to write letters 


snap of two English radio 
a recent issue of VARIETY. 





recent months been omitted). 
Initial broadcast was okay. Ex- 


= 





ponent of intimate, fireside-chat orp. state that a new copy of VARIETY is more ¢ , telling ‘what your town is doing to 
technique should not fear to fire both | event to the shut-o ff profession. Issues a 1] , py ft ‘ . han tee gala identit 7 itself te th S tenveler.’ Be- 
barrels rsonality and scripti , ; ; are usually two or three weeks old when received but this | @eoUty a 3 

els on personality and scripting. | doesn’t lessen their popularity sides a plug for the same sponsor S 
Advertising ought to be, and by now a Glenn Miller show (for Chester- 


probably has been, cut. Much too Patricia Burke, the singer, is holding the paper. 
much last week; Healey did not fit) Harry Jacobson are kibitzing 
into pattern of it as smoothly as he | broadca t to the Uni : 
did for Sun. Jerry Lansing an- | cast to the United States 
naineces. Jaco. miorning. 


fleld) following immediately after- 
ward, there are three main commer- 
cials, with the prof. claiming to have 
personally tested and approved Vel- 
vet tobacco before accepting the 
contract, Hobe. 


_ Producer Cecil Madden and pianist-composer 
They have just finished a midnight rehearsal for a BBC special 
(shortwave). Note the studio elock pointing to quarter to one in the 
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N BERNIE MUSICAL QUIZ 
= Carol Bruce, Bailey Sisters, 


Pan Seymour 


Mins. 
eMERSON (BROMO-SELTZER) 

esday, 8 p.m. 
WIZ-NBC, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan 

Ben Bernie is back on the net- 
works with a musical question-and- 
answer show. He has a new spon- 
sor, a new singer and some new 
nifties. Unfortunately the first 


broadcast was handicapped by spot- | 


; SILVER THEATRE 
ae ie || 
Olivier, Rosemary DeCamp, Henry 


Charles, Felix Mills orchestra, 
Conrad Nagel. 
30 Mins. 


INTERNATIONAL SILVER 

| Sunday, 6 p.m. 

| WABC-CBS, New York. 

(Young & Rubicam) 
International Silver hopped into 
the new season lineup Sunday night 
(6) with a renewal of its Silver The- 


; ‘PORTIA FACES LIFE’ 


| Myron McCormick, Louise Lara- 


bee, Frances Woodbury, George 
Putnam 
Serial 


| 15 Mins, 

| GENERAL FOODS 
Daily, 4 p.m. 

| WABC-CBS, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

| This strip serial, like its companion 
/newcomer immediately 


ty material and production ‘ideas.’ |atre, with an unchanged formula.| “& the Abbotts,’ is frankly a for- 


The mistakes were so apparent that 
their correction should not be dif- 
ult. 

herals was okay at the start, more 
like his old self. Lew Lehr was 
missing and so was Dinah Shore, 
who skyrocketed 
from her appearances with the maes- 
tro. The Bailey Sisters were back. 
It all started promisingly with a 
crack about Winchell—‘the only guy 
who gives Bromo Seltzer a head- 
ache. Also Saratoga where ‘the 
boys bathe at the Springs and get 
cleaned at the track.’ 

Quiz contest brought in three 
men and three women on opposing 
teams. They guessed the question 
indicated by the musical number 
and also the answer contained in a 
second tune. Thus ‘When Did You 
Leave Heaven?’ was answered by 
‘Three O’Clock in the Morning.’ Dan 
Seymour announced the person who 
submitted the sets of musical ques- 


tions and answers, with a plug for , 


the product given as one award 
plus $5. 

Oddly enough, the teams were 
tied after three questions. This 


paved the way for the six to reach | 


in a bowl, each to get one handful 
of silver coins. Thus the quiz be- 
came a grab-bag stunt good for a 
studio laugh as the six scrambled 
for the money. Straight prize 
awards and clear-cut decision would 
be in better order. 

A ‘Give a Guy a Hand’ stunt was 
crude, unfunny and patently phoney. 
Femme volunteer told a Brooklyn 
man (obviously an actor) what to 
do with a piano that was disturbing 
the serenity of his apartment. He 
rewarded her with his most prized 
possession, a long pole which he 
said he used as pole vaulter on his 
pamapeny track team. Which is the 

1 


height of something or other in 
radio. 

Carol Bruce, the 1940 clicko 
songstress from ‘Louisiana Pur- 


chase,’ warbled one solo and then as- 
sisted in the patriotic final chorus, 
‘I Am An American.’ It was her 
first regular radio show, though on 
as guest star before. She showed 
some disquiet and undeveloped mike 
technique but should do okay on 
merit as a stylist. 

Sales copy is intelligent but 
pounded. Both announcer Seymour 
and Bernie joined in singing the 
praises. Wear. 


‘MUSICAL STEELMAKERS’ 

With Ardenne White, Dorothy Anne 
Crowe, Regina Colbert, Singing 
Miilmen, Steele Sisters, Old Timer 
(John Winchell), Thomas Whitley 
and Musical Steelmakers orch. 

30 Mins. 

WHEELING STEEL CORP, 

Sunday, 5 p.m. 

WOR-MBS, New York. 

(Critchfield) 

This factory-produced variety 
show, which debuted on the air in 
1936, returned to a 46-station Mutual 
hookup Sunday (6), with the same 
style program and again originating 
before a visual audience of fellow- 
workers from the Palace theatre, 
Wheeling. It’s a pleasant 30 minutes, 
obviously not up to professional net- 
work standards, but with an undeni- 
able appeal on its frankly one-big- 
family atmosphere and approach. As 


the Old-Timer (John Wincholl) re- | 


marked at the close of the season 
opener, “They do their best, knowing 
they’re only amateurs.’ Their best 
is often quite good. 

Everyone in the cast is identified, 
usually as to employment as well as 
by name, which is a nice toych for 
this kind of show. However, there 
is no longer an interlude in which 
various Wheeling workers are 
brought to the mike to explain their 
Specific jobs. Backbone of the show 
continues to be the Musical Steel- 
makers orchestra, with Thomas 


Whitley as new conductor. He re-| 


vealed some lack of experience in 
assigning an orchestra that’s too 
small to handle such numbers as the 
Meistersinger’ overture. 


Ardenne White, tenor, is back for | 


another season. For the opening 
show he and the chorus sang ‘My 
Heart Alone,’ which the Old Timer 
revealingly introduced as ‘the third 


of song our audiences seem to like.’ | 


Dorothy Anne Crowe, operetta style 
soprano, is another holdover, as are 


the Singing Steelmen and the har- | 


monizing Steele Sisters trio. New- 
Comer is Regina Colbert, okay po 
Singer but likely to improve with 
experience and confidence. Nearest 
thing to a commercial plug was the 
Institutional announcement-intro of 
Raymond Scott's ‘Powerhouse,’ the 
Closing number of the show. 
Hobe. 


Vanda Veers Westward 


Charles Vanda, production chief 
for Columbia in Hollywood, left 
New York Tuesday (8) to return to 
bis chores in God's country. 

He has been inspecting 





the 


into popularity | 


Conrad Nagel remains as nominal 
| Producer,’ doing his familiar m.c. 
stint. (Glenn Hall Taylor is actual 
producer for the Y. & R. agency). 
Henry Charles is reading the blurbs 
anent the sponsor’s ‘First Love’ sil- 
ver pattern. Opening program of- 
fered Laurence Olivier in a dual 


piece with a comedy tag, by Robert 
Riley Crutcher. 

Program had a trifle more than 
the expected first-broadcast flaws, 
but in general hit a standard that, 
/if maintained, should continue to 
click alone the lines of previous 
| seasons. Olivier turned in a punchy 
|trouping job in the double part of 
the young sculptor and the garru- 
/lous old yarn-spénner. He managed 
ito give the two characters sharply 
contrasting voices and personalities, 
the ancient faker 
emerging as the more colorful and 
sympathetic of the two. 

Rosemary DeCamp was featured, 
sounding stilted and dramatically 
schoolish in the quieter scene, but 
rising to more credibility in the emo- 
tional moments. 

Felix Mills’ original background 
'music was eloquently conceived and 
played. Hobe. 


NYA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

With Louis Vyner, Aubrey Williams, 
Don Frank 

| 30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

| Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

| WABC-CBS, New York 


| Leopold Stokowski’s success with 
!his All-American Youth orchestra 
{has drawn attention to the National 
| Youth Administration orchestras in 

various cities, from whose ranks the 

All-American members were select- 
|ed. In an attempt to gain recogni- 
ition for these NYA orchestras, and 
| doubtless with some idea of gaining 

popular support for the whole NYA 
|!program, the various groups are to 
| be heard via CBS on successive Sun- 

day mornings. Mrs. Roosevelt and 
{Mayor La Guardia are backing the 
| project and the American Federation 


of Musicians has waived its restric- | 


| tions to permit the broadcasts. 

| First of the series last week (29) 
j;employed the NYA _ orchestra of 
| Philadelphia, with Louis Vyner con- 
|ducting. Program itself was on the 
light side, the heaviest 

being a Mendelssohn composition 
and the other pieces being a Strauss 
| waltz, an arrangement of ‘Pop, Goes 
ithe Weasel’ and a dance from Rim- 
'sky-Korsakov’s ‘Snow Maiden.’ Of 
course the orchestra was not to be 
|}compared with Stokowski’s All- 
| American group, but it seemed flex- 
ible, responsive and _ youthfully 
| vigorous, Tone was unimpressive, 
| however, possibly due in part to 
|faulty pickup which allowed the 
|brasses to sound blatant and the 
string section to seem pale and thin. 
|On the other hand, Vyner’s direction 


| was flat and expressionless. 

| Although Aubrey Williams, NYA 
administrator, told the listeners the 
occasion was ‘a very ‘happy moment 
for the NYA,’ it could have been so 
only because of the recognition im- 
| plied in the broadcasts and not be- 
cause of the quality of music offered 
listeners. On the latter basis it was 
'a distinctly ordinary program, ex- 
cusable only on the ground that the 
orchestra is composed of young, un- 
{recognized musicians. Since Sto- 


sults can be obtained from a some- 
what similar group, ordinary music 
is hardly enough. Don Frank was 
announcer for the program, which 
originated in Philadelphia. Hobe. 


| 
SPELL-A-BEE 
| With Dr. Douglas Hunt 
30 Mins.—Local novelty 
Sustaining 
Sundays 6:30 p. m. 
WAPI. Birmingkam 

Conceived and directed by Dr. 
Douglas Hunt, professor at Birming- 
ham-Southern College, this program 
has taken the old fashioned spelling 
match and glorified it to a point 
'where it offers competition to net- 
work stuff Dr. Hunt, an erudite 
'm.c. invites teams from various 
| widely known organizations in Bir- 
mingham to pit wits and spelling 
lability against each other. No re- 
ward is given the winner except the 
| program, 1 of being victor but the 


program, now in its fifth week, has 
| built up a nice following. 

| Beginning with teams from_ the 
|Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., Dr. Hunt 
has since matched such _ varied 
groups as newspaper copy readers 
vs reporters, professors from How- 
| ard College against Birmingham 
' Southern professors and fraternities 
iyvs. sororities with surprising and 
| entertaining results. 

| Psychology of the program of 
' course, is that it affords listeners a 
|chance to listen while the learned 


Caribbean circuit via an S.S. Amer-| are put through their paces some- 
times with hilarious results. 


ica’s cruise. 


part in ‘I'll Never Forget,’ a romantic | 


surprisingly | 


selection | 


kowski has shown what brilliant re- | 


| cials. 


‘mula hoke drama for mass appeal. 
| Portia Blake, the heroine, is a career 
‘woman who, when her husband died, 
; took over his law practice to make 
'a living for their young son Dickie. 
|She’s warm-hearted, courageous, 
| tireless, intelligent, idealistic. 
| Dickie has gone to stay with 
, mother-in-law Blake, of THE Long 
‘Island Blakes, while Portia is busy 
|with one of her legal cases (the 
'motivation here is a trifle thin). 
| Mama-in-Law Blake, a meanie of the 


|jet black variety, is industriously 
| poisoning the youngster’s mind 
against his mother, intercepting 


| their letters to each other, all appar- 

ently on the theory that daughter-in- 
| law isn’t properly training the scion 
|of the great Blake line. Meanwhile 
| the. idea is planted that Portia and an 
|oh-so-understanding gent named 
| Walter Manning are in the throes of 
one of those interminable’ radio 
serial engagements. 


| Author Mona Kent even in the 
,} opening chapter had plenty of pegs 
for future plot complications. 

Lucille Wall, a radio standby, han- 
|dles the title part easily. Raymond 
‘Ives is an acceptable moppet; Myron 
McCormick is direct, vital and be- 
lievable as Manning, while Frances 
Woodbury socks the obvious villainy 
of the ma-in-law. Louise Larabee, 
as a friend and client of Portia, 
hasn’t yet entered the script. 


George Putnam reads the commer- 
cials, which lean on rhymed slogans 
like ‘Be penny wise and economize’ 
and ‘Cost per ounce is cost that 
counts,’ Product is Post Toasties, 
which are claimed to contain vita- 
;min B-l. Lindsey MacHarrie pro- 
| duces. Series has been spotted 
{locally as a recorded show, but is 
now live. Hobe. 








‘QUIZ OF TWO CITIES’ 

With Bruce Kern, George Bowe, Wil- 

| liam Farley 

| 30 Mins. 

| NOXZEMA CHEMICAL CO. 

| Sunday, 4 p.m. 

| WTIC, Hartford—WICC, New Haven 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

| Connecticut's entry in the schedule 


| 
{ 
| 


|of inter-city and inter-borough quiz 
shows slated by Noxzema preemed 
as one of the new season’s most solid 
local-angle entertainments, a_re- 
|freshing variation on the Q. and A. 
| formula with plenty of audience 
and sponsor angles, 

| As in New York, where WOR next 
|Sunday (6) tees off a borough edi- 
| tion and as elsewhere in New Eng- 
'land (WNAC, Boston, and WEAN, 
| Providence), picked teams repre- 
| senting their communities face the 
|mikes of WTIC, Hartford, and WICC, 
fad Haven, (Bridgeport, WICC’s 
|home city, does not figure in Nox- 
zema set-up.) 

Each group of four contestants gets 
same questions, but doesn’t hear 
them as read and answered in op- 
posing city. Only at-home audience 
and board of judges get everything 
that goes on. Copy as read by an- 
neuncers in matched cities mounts 
to scrapping pitch and creates much 
more excitement than average qulz 
routine. 

Opening joust matching foursome 
of newspaper employes from Hart- 
ford and New Haven got official 
send-off from acting mayor of 
former city and secretary of N. H. 
chamber of commerce. Bruce Kern 
m. ¢..d and repped sponsor from 
Hartford, while George Bowe posed 
queries to latter town’s contestants 
and William Farley to New Haven- 
ers. Question-pitchers did all right 
except Farley, who would be more 
effective with straight delivery. 

Contestant outlay’s slight. answer- 
ers getting two silver dollars each 
and winning team splitting $12 ex- 
tra. Plus free product to all. Listen- 
ers at home invited to apply to com- 
pete, 

So far as is known 
Ryan has managed to 


Ruth.auff & 
obtain the 4 


p.m. Sunday slot throughout the New 
York and New England area for the 
inter-community quizz Klem 


‘STUMP US’ 

With Jack Gelzer 

Kid Experts 

15 Mins.—Local 

ADAM MELDRUM & ANDERSON 
Tu.-Th., 6:15 p.m. 


WKBW, Buffalo 
Long before ‘Quiz Kids’ started, 


Announcer Jack Gelzer was popping 
queries at 'teen-sized youngsters on 
airlanes here. Formula is. largely 
'the same the NBC quiz has adopted 
but without the spiel by an educator, 
At session caught (24) Gelzer 
popped 36 queries, got 31 right an- 
swers. ‘Board of experts’ were two 
boys and two girls, ranging from 12 
to 14 years. One moppet with a 
gravelly voice monopolized the open- 
ing few minutes when baseball was 
ithe topic, but questions were ex- 
panded to take in all the youngsters. 
Quiz was marked with celerity and 
neatness, no time being lost getting 
in and out of brief, punchy a 
etz. 


following, | 


‘after him. 


| DOROTHY THOMPSON 


Never Forget’ with Laurence With Lucille Wall, Raymond Ives,’ News Comment 


15 Mins. 
CO-OPERATIVE 

| Sunday, 8:45 p.m. 

| WOR-Mutual, New York 


(Stockton-W est-Burkhardt) 


| For Dorothy Thompson, one of the 
'country’s most widely read political 
| columnists, this counts as her third 
;commercial connection. In the pre- 
vious air jobs she had but a single 


(eral Electric. The present series 
comes under the direction of Fred 
| Mayer, who promotes co-operative 
hookups. and the number of Miss 
| Thompsen’s sponsors will be deter- 
|mined by those who can be sold on 
|the idea of cut-in announcements 
| through the efforts of Mayer or local 
Mutual affiliates. On WOR Pilot 
radio is paying for the station’s time 
and a share of Miss Thompson's 
guaranteed salary. 


Miss Thompson prefaced her open 


'ing program on this series with the 


remark that since there are many 
commentators available to deal daily 
with current events she has elected 
to confine herself each week to a 
general subject. Her topic was ‘The 
United Staies,’ which she termed as 
the greatest news story of the week. 
What followed was a cascade of gen- 
era'ities en what the dictators think 
of the United States, how mista!cen 
they are in their opinions and what 
they don’t know about this country. 
When Miss Thompson wound up 11- 
minute oration the average Ameri- 
can listening in must have felt deep- 
ly reassured about the powers of his 
country but it would undoubtedly 
have been hard to get him to reveat 


any especially enlightening and 
original observation made by the 
speaker. 

Nevertheless, Miss Thompson 


sounded authoritative and interest- 
ing while she was at it. Odec. 





‘HARLEM SERENADE’ 

| With Wen Talbert Choir, Musettes, 

| Oscar Brooks, Leslie Dorsey, Clau- 
dia Reilly and Harrison S. Jackson 

30 Mins.; Local 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 


| ‘Harlem Serenade’ is a commenda- 
ble extension of the hand of good- 
, will by WMCA to New York’s Ne- 
gro population, It was conceived to 
give groups of various types of per- 
formers from Harlem—mostly pro- 
fessional—an opportunity on the air 
which would not only appeal direct- 
ly to their own people, but would be 
of general entertainment value as 
well. 

Show caught was marked by more 
good intention than good production. 
It was an attempt to make of Har- 
lem something it is primarily not— 
intellectual. Needed to offset the 
classic interpretations of the Wen 
Talbert Choir and a number of its 
soloists was a load of typical Lenox 
avenue hotcha. Musettes, a femme 
trio with arrangements that were oc- 
casionally trickier than their pipes, 
were facile, but not sufficiently 

strong to carry sole responsibility of 
injecting Harlem into a Harlem pro- 
gram. 

Announcer Don Douglas gives the 
show its tone with a prolog—‘50 
sprawling blocks of sadness, poverty, 
gaiety, laughter, is Harlem—not 
swallowed by the bigness of the city, 
but a city in itself.’ Talbert choir 
followed up with Negro standards. 
Soloes were contributed by Oscar 
Brooks, Lester Dorsey and Claudia 
Reilly, members of the group. Tunes 
were well sung, but all were in the 


same slow vein. Harrison S. Jack- 
son, Negro attorney, gave a_ short 
talk on the place of the colored 


lawyer in the preparedness program 
Program is arranged by WMCA in 
cooperation with Greater New York 
Coordinating Council, Harlem social 
service agency. Herb. 


GRADY COLE 
Alarm Clock Program 
90 Mins. 
Daily, 5:30 a.m. 
WBT. Charlotte 

Grady Cole is the Pied Piper of 
Hamlin, farmer style, taking the air 
at 5.30 a.m. six days weekly to air 
news reports, farm market quota- 
tions, discuss livestock ailments and 
crop diseases, mix in a bit of home- 
spun philosophizing, and spin a disc 


now and then. Brother Grady, as 
h fans address him, can’t come 
within a country mile of ever cap- 
turing a diction award, but for sell- 
ing the oil-tillers in these parts, he’ 


dynamite. He’s the patron saint of 
the Carolinas farmers. 

Cole’s is a participating show, with 
eight sponsors and almost -double 
that amount of products to get rid 
of. His delivery of the commercials 
is in the best sugar-coated manner, 
slipping in his sales ballyhoo right 
smack in the middle of a dose of 
philosophy, for which he is famous, 
or before the climax of one of his 
equally well-known stories told with 
a touch of Will Rogers and a dash 
of Bob Burns. 

Not much room for improvement 
here, for the only criticism from a 
standpoint of good narration and an- 
nouncing would be a criticism of 
Grady Cole himself. Any change in 
Grady and you haven't got any show 
Some 270 babies have been named 
Just. 


advertiser, Pall Mall and then Gen- , 


, reached the air, or, 
i‘ have merely 


;part plausibility or sy. ‘thy. 


| tion 
| script) young man. 


| wanted to do a ‘play of love.’ 


EVERYMAN’S THEATRE 

| ‘This Lonely Heart,’ with Nazimova, 
| Gordon Jenkin’s Orch 

| 30 Mins. 

| PROCTER & GAMBLE 

| Friday, 9:30 p.m. 

| WEAF-NBC, New York 

| (Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


Arch Oboler’s openiny program 
last Friday night (4) on his com- 
mercial series for Oxydol (Procter & 
Gamble) was one of confused energy 
that couldn’t fail to stir attention 
and comment. Tabbed ‘This Lonely 
Heart,’ and starring Alla Nazimova, 


it violated just abou: every com- 
monly accepted precept of radio 
writing. A pulp-mag_ sentimental- 
ization of Tehaikowsky’s ‘romance’ 
with his elder'y bencfactress, 
Nateida von Mee, it was maud- 
lin, seattered, foeey, incoherent 


and generally incomprehensible. Ex- 
cept with an author-salesman like 
Ovoler it would scarcely have 
if it had, would 
been dismissed.” But 
when a writer of Oboler’s repute 
turns out such flavrant bombast he 
runs the risk of being taken out be- 
hind the weodshed for a this-hurts- 
me-more-than-ii-does-you session. 


Almest inevitably composed in 
Oboler’s favorite stream-of-con- 
{sciousness patt-rn, the piece had 
Nazimova doin: virtvally a_ solid 


half-hour monolog of the old widow 
who (accord 1° to (his version) 
yearned foolishly fcr the young com- 
poser. Piece flouncered back and 
iorth from narration, dramatization, 
flashbacks, reading of letters, dream 
ravings, prayers, a deathbed cry and 
even a message of devotion from the 
cead. It was distinctly embarrassing 
to hear. 

Despite Nazimova’: recognized 
trouping talents, nothing she could 
do succeeded in givin: the leading 
The 
character remained a garrulous, hys- 
terical old dame with a silly infatua- 
with a gifted, unreal (in the 


Oboler spoke at the opening and 
close of the stanza, introducing his 
piece with the statement that he was 
‘tired of all t*is bitterness’ and 
Clos- 
ing spiel was about future editions 
of the series. What he didn’t men- 
tion was that he twisted biographical 
fact to umrecognizable lengths in 
patching together the script, since 
there was no romantic relationship 
between Mm-. von Meck and 
Tchaikowsky, and they never in fact 
met. However, there might be little 
quarrel with such liberties if the 
completed drama were satisfying. 

As producer-director. Oboler han- 
lled the program skillfully. Pacing 
Was excellent and the background 
arrangements of Tchaikowsky themes 
were sensitively presented. Pro- 
‘ram was also remarkable for the 
brevity and dignity of the Oxydol 
commercials—just a short blurb at 
the windup. Despite its good points, 
however, broadcast was a preten- 
tious and disastrous clambake. 

Hobe. 





(Oboler did ‘Lonely Heart’ with 
Nazimova as an NBC sustainer in 
August, 1939, but as a full hour. This 
version VARIETY at the time favor- 
ably commented upon. The con- 
traction to a half hour and the 
jazzing up produced a topsy-turvy 
reversal.—Ed.) 


‘SUNDAY DOWN SOUTH’ 

With Beasley Smith Orchestra, 
Betty and the Dixie Dons, Kitty 
Kellon, Gene Howard, Louis Buck 

Music, Songs 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
WSM staff in Nashville can take a 


bow on thi local sustainer effort, 
deemed strong enough to go on the 
NBC red net. Hints that there’s 
plenty of talent below the Mason- 
Dixon line. And peculiarly enough 


for those N. Y. balladists who affect 
the southern drav/]—there’s hardly a 
discernible trace of southland accent. 


Program is an agreeable Sunday 

fternoon earful, with the flaws so 
evident they can readily be cor- 
rected. 

Betty and the Dixie Dons, likely 
foursome, blend in the close 
rhythm manner a la the Merry 
Macs. They use a string group from 
the orchest t I cfround their 
vocal Th inging combo is 
geared to » plas and outst ling 
on the show Kitty Kellon, et- 
voiced balladist, disnlavs a fla for 
modern tempo ithout overdoing 


‘Lay Me Down to Dream,’ a bit too 
low in pace, was followed by the 
ever pop ‘Mr. Meadowlark.’ Pro- 
“ram could stand more of her. 
Gene Howard, sinzing ‘Who Am I” 
and ‘Trade Winds,’ is a bit tco stud- 
ied, needs coaching for ease. Beasley 
Smith’s band furnishes okay musi- 


'cal background with ‘Blow, Gab- 
riel,” ‘Devil’s Dream’ and ‘Arkansas 
Traveler’ highlighting work. Pianist, 


obviously from the crew, is worth- 
while in last-named. Mack McGarr 


for something like that) is in and 
out for several low-down fiddle 
sneorialties. Louis Buck does a 


narration but 
tags for some 


baneup job on the 
skims the 
of the entertainers. 

Narration is too saccahrine even 
though Buck makes it nearly con- 


ide tifving 


vincing, But even with its tech- 
nicel faults. the program is di- 
verting. Wear. 


ba at BM ET + 
oasere 


° hiss | 


7 
— 
en rer 


re REY eing es : = 





in alte ON A re 











28 


RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 9, 1940 





*FIBBER McGEE AND MOLLY’ 

With Marion and Jim Jordan, Biil 
Thompson, Hal Peary, Isabel 
Randolph, Felix Mills Orchestra, 
Harlow Wilcox 

30 Mins. 

JOHNSON WAX 

Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 


Renewing their demonstrations of 
the showmanship dogma that it’s not 
what but how that counts, Marion 
and Jim Jordan, more familiar to 
amused millions by their non-de- 
radio, Fibber McGee and Molly, are 
pretty sure to be safe the whole 
1940-41 route. The point about this 
unduplicated-in-kind success is that 
the program frequently uses gags 
and situations that are taller corn 
than stalks around the KRNT trans- 
mitter out of Des Moines, yet it 
holds its own against the ‘smartest 
shows. 

As a serpentine of skaters oc- 
Casionally flings a crazy, careening 
figure into space. the McGee script 
at intervals tosses a witty, pene- 
trating flippancy that has the effect | 
of stimulating the listeners’ inter-| 
est. There are moments when the 
gags may sound like a tobacco show 
out of Chicago. But little by little | 
the star personalities and_ their 
troupe of fun abettors build up their | 
ease. It turns out to be an effective | 
and happy combination of performer- | 
script-director. 

These remarks are not intended to 
be condescending, but rather an at-| 
tempt to analyze a program that on} 
the surface could so easily be a | 
clambake yet manages to be a hit | 
and, best of all, to be a comedy hit! 
that is not a carbon copy of the! 
formula of so inany other shows on | 
the networks’ schedule. Perhaps it is | 
revealing of the inner nature of this | 
success to say that the Jordans, Hal | 


Peary, Isabel Randolph and _ the 
others who carry the _ highjinks 
along are good troupers. They give | 


light and shade and, on occasion in 
a strictly hoke session, they in- 
telligently under-play. Cecil Under- 
wood’s pacing must also be ac- 
knowledged as important, while Don 
Quinn and his gag partner, Leonard 
Levinson, are playing their consider- 
able part in the proceedings. 

Felix Mills directs the orchestra 
and Harlow Wilcox makes it clear to 
the public that the products of S. C. 
Johnson do not lack lustre. Land. 





1100 REVUE’ 
With Francine Farrell, Don Roland, | 
Four Whitneys, Jules Lebow Orch | 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily, 8:15 p.m. 
WOV, New York 
Probably part of WOV’s effort to 
Anglicize its schedule, this English 
language-announced quarter-hour is 
composed of agreeable song talent 
of whom it is possible to speak favor- 
ably. However, the routine ‘the or- 
chestra will not now play—’ sort of 
captioning, and the lack of any spe- 
cial sparkle, defeats or limits the 
program to run-of-mill category. 
Orchestra, then soloists, then har- 
mony four. Then repeat. Pleasant, 
mild, forgettable. Land 


) 


' WAYNE KING ORCHESTRA 


With Buddy Clarke 
25 Mins. 
CASHMERE BOUQUET SOAP 


| Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 
| WABC-CBS, New York 


(Sherman & Marquette) 
Bespeaking a good sale last season | 
entire program and merchandizing 
set of Wayne King, Buddy Clarke, | 
gimmick that doles out $100 ‘orange 
blossom’ diamond rings to six lis- 
teners each broadcast, and the word- | 
ing of the commercials have been re- 
peated. Also, the program is occu- 
pying the identical Saturday night 
slot it filled last year. 
Wayne King’s orchestra dispenses 
its usual brand of music, bellweth- 
ered by King’s golden saxophone, | 
Buddy Clarke is still not getting | 
enough opportunity to exercise his | 
tonsils, and the commercials are still 
advising milady that a ‘tantalizingly 
perfumed body’ is something that | 


‘she can’t afford to be without if ro- | 


mance is to come her way. The latter 
angle is overplayed to the verge of | 
bicarbonate. It's the sort of hokum | 
that gets mentioned at consumer con- | 
ferences. 
Show 


rides 66 stations out of Chi- 
cago. WwW 


ood. 





‘MOTHER O’ MINE’ 
With Agnes Young, 
Yorke, Betty Jane Tyler, Arthur) 
Allen, Jack Kelk, Paul Nugent, | 

Charles Stark. 

Serial 

15 Mins, 

CLAPPS BABY FOOD 

Daily, 4 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York _ 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Strictly daytime hoke formula 
strip show. As good or as bad as the 
average. Opens with Mother Mor- 
rison saying farewell to the old 
farm, which she has sold bravely 
and unnecessarily to pay her late 
husband’s debts. She is going to live 
with her son (Donald Cook), who is 
waiting for her and whose wife 
(Ruth Yorke) is waiting outside in 
the car with nervous soundings of 
the horn for both of them. 

It’s standard radio family hoke, a 
little more on the drip side than 
usual. It’s clear, simple, straight-line | 
story-telling without anything to! 
particularly praise or damn. The | 
people who can stand it may like it. | 

Land. 


Donald Cook, | 





‘JOHNSON OVER JORDAN’ 
40 Mins. 


| BBC, London 


With the author to give an explan- | 


j}atory coverage of his queer scripted | 
jangle, last act of J. B. Priestley’s 


modern morality play came over as | 


|probably better ether fare than stage. | 


| Even so, his prefacing had to be kept | furnishes 


and journeying from nowhere to 
| somewhere—the theme of stageplay. 
A standout cast attained perfect 
expression in this essentially telling 
| piece of writing from the character 
| side, ably supporting Ralph Richard- 
;son. Star thesp was re-creating his 
| original part, giving up some of his 
|leave from flying service to do it. 
| Production and panel-men pooled an 
‘exceptionally smart job for BBC. 


| rectly. 





COL. LEMUEL Q. STOOPNAGLE 
(F. Chase Taylor) 

‘Quixie-Doodle’ Quiz 

30 Mins. 

MENNEN CO. 

Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 


| WABC-CBS, New York 


(Kiesewetter) 


Col. Stoopnagle’s comedy quiz for 
Mennen’s shaving appurtenances ap- 
peared better material for the stu- 
dio audience than for the far more 


‘important home crowd at this catch- 


ing (6). Every now and then the 


cuffo mob broke into gales of laugh- | 


ter at some visual business, leaving 
those in front of the receivers won- 


|dering why they weren't let in on 


the comedy. 

A good portion of the 30-minute 
show is set clowning by Stoopnagle, 
with announcer Alan Reed playing 
straight. The quixie-doodle twisters, 
on the other hand, are limited to 
only five. Unless the Colonel can 
let the listening audience in on his 
studio comedy, he’d better increase 
the amount of questions and an- 
swerers and stress the educational 
side more if a sizeable home audi- 
ence is to be built up. 

There’s an initial prize of $5 for 
each participant, with $35 added if 
the quixie-doodle is answered cor- 
Questions are more on the 
riddle side and only two of the five 
participants on this show copped the 
added coin. 

There’s a lot of plugging for Men- 
nen’s product, one gag telephone 
commercial being especially stretched 
out. It was more boring than laugh- 
able. Scho. 


‘YOUR TREAT’ 
With Charles Sears, Harry Kogen’s 

Ensemble, Vincent Pelletier 
Transcriptions 
15 Mins, 

ARMOUR & CO. 
M-W-F, 9:15 a.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 
(Lord & Thomas) 

Title for Chicago-made e.t. pro- 
gram with singer and _ orchestra 
leader heard on NBC Chicago broad- 
casts makes certain not only double 


| plugging for ‘Treat’ (canned meat), 


but might give it a free publicity 
ride in radio logs where the editor 
is preoccupied. Word ‘Treat’ is used 
in themer and in number tabbings, 
so identification of product by listen- 
ers is, in advertising theory, almost 
100%. A mink coat giveaway ought 
to clinch femme attention. 

Sears is a veteran radio tenor with 
a set of pipes and a style classified 
as ‘romantic.’ 


Kogen’s Ensemble (mainly stringly) 
smooth, unobtrusive ac- 


| well in mind for a proper grip on the | companiments. A film star angle is 
_mental gymnastics of one departed | also 


incorporated, a ‘Hollywood 
Spotlight,’ with the luminary’s favor- 
ite song warbled after announcer 
Vincent Pelletier has sketched ca- 
reer, latest release and producing 
company. Brian Donlevy’s favorite 
was ‘A Lovely Today Tomorrow.’ 
Pelletier, who does a _ capable 
spieling as well as number tabbing 
job, introduces a Miss Gifford, home 
economist, to talk about recipes using 
other Armour canned meats. Jaco. 











The choice of announcer for a 
show is of major importance ... b 


WHAT THEY SAY 


network 
ut what 
happens to your spot announcement? WKY 
has answered that question positively and 
definitely. Whether the problem at hand be 
@ sparkling 30-minute live talent production 
or a brief spot announcement the voice be- 


hind the mike impresses, 


open invitation to visit 


convinces, sells. 


WKY’s announcing staff is an all-star 
cast. WKY. announcers are more than voices. 
They are friendly, neighborly personalities. 
They are showmen-salesmen who have an 


Oklahoma homes 


and to bring a sponsor’s product along. 


WKY 
» » OKLAHOMA CITY -NBC Affiliate - 900 Ke, 


OwNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PuBLISHING ComPANY ® THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN 
OKLAHOMA City Times ® THE FARMER-STOCKMAN * MISTLETOE Express * KVOR, CoLorapo SPRINGS 
KLZ, DENVER (Under Alfiliated Management) * REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, INC, 








| 


Excellent for ballads | 
|a piece of unusual dramatic value,|and numbers like ‘The Kiss Waltz.’ 


| 


‘ADDED UP’ 

With Maurice C. Dreicer 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Thursday, 7:45 p.m. 
WCNW, New York 

Here is the quiz show formula in 
complete flight from showmanship. 
There isn’t even a gesture toward 
entertainment as such, The program 
frankly offers as many questions as 
can be cramped into 15 minutes. 
There are no teams, no ‘experts,’ no 
special subjects, no game or partic- 
ular formula. Maurice C. Dreicer 
simply rattles off a maximum num- 
ber of questions, to which the lis- 
tener is asked to write down the cor- 
rect answers, all being dates or num- 
bers. The returns must be post- 
marked not later than the midnight 
immediately following the broadcast. 
All those getting wee answer cor- 
rect get $1. On the debut program 
Thursday (3) there were about 25 
questions, plus the necessary opening 
explanation of how the show works. 

Apparently Dreicer, who has more 
than a dozen programs of various 
kinds dotted around the boards of 
several low-watt New York stations, 
was merely putting this one on the 
air to establish his priority to the 
formula, for there was little attempt 
at production or showmanship. News 
commentator and good-speech advo- 
cate merely had a handful of studio 
attendants on hand to act as visual 
participants. They supply the rudi- 
mentary partial answer to each 
question, after which the dialers are 
to send in the concluding portion. 
Probably the idea is to offer prizes 
for the’ studio participants also, but 
that wasn’t done on this stanza. 

If it’s possible to pull an audience 
On unadulterated quiz alone, then 
‘Added Up’ may have something. 
But as heard this time, there’s not 
even a polite nod toward entertain- 
ment. It’s sheer brain cudgelling. 

: Hobe. 


PHF449F 944404444 446444404 


i Follow-Up Comment : 


Ed East started on another quiz- 
mastering job last Thursday night 


MARY MARGARET McBRIDE 


Talk 
15 Mins. 
FLORIDA CITRUS COMMISSION 
Daily, 3 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Kudner) 

Mary Margaret McBride is better 
known actually under the name, 
Martha Deane, which belonged to 
WOR and which is now lapsing. In 
fact the circumstance of Miss Mc. 


Bride abandoning the established 
position she enjoyed as Martha 
Deane at WOR is one of those 
exceptional radio occasions like Irna 


Phillips, the Chicago radio script 
manufacturer, throwing away the 
very successful ‘Today’s Children’ 


on the sheer hunch she could do 
better with ‘Women in White’ (and 
she did). Miss McBride expects to 
do better on her own under a 15. 
minute daily assignment for a week. 
ly stipend reported to be $2,000, So 
she’s doing very well right off, 


It is not easy to explain a radio 
phenomenon like Mary Margaret 
McBride. Over the years she edu- 
cated millions of women to listen to 
her, she helped sell carloads of pack- 
aged goods of one sort or another, 
Her program consisted of herself, 
period. For an hour she talked of 
cabbages and kings and cocoanut 
cakes. There was usually some 
guest personality who spoke of life 
and love and what to do with let- 
tuce. The things friends told her, 
the thoughts that she had were all 
part of the Deane-alias-McBride 
routine. She was conversationally 
inexhaustible making her every trip, 
encounter, problem and family ill- 
ness the knowledge of all who lis- 
tened. It was a handsomely paying 
if slightly incredible performance. 


In her shrunken time period the 
lady spieler feels herself somewhat 
cramped. It will take a while for 
her to shift gears. The Monday (7) 
program and again the Tuesday (8) 
were ceremonial and wind-up affairs 
but the same familiar kind of run- 
ning comment on this and that of 
interest to women shone through. 
She has Vincent Connolly, a former 
WOR aide of hers, as announcer and 
the program will probably duplicate 
even under changed conditions, 


She handles all the commercials 





(5). This time it’s Colgate’s ‘Ask-It 
Basket’ (CBS). For East this is a| 
natural setup. His good-humored | 
personality and mike background 
work to the program’s advantage 
in two ways. They lend that nec- 
essary something which puts par- 
ticipants at ease and the same as- 
sets reflect themselves in his quick- | 
ness at picking up a cue for a laugh, | 
and which is important, without | 
causing any embarrassment to the 
participant. At no time during the 
installment caught were there any | 
forced wisecracks from East. Toward 
the end of the half hour the Col-| 
gate program veers into a sort of} 
‘Truth and Consequence’ with par- | 
lor clowning taking the place of a 
straight question and answer ex- |! 


change. - | 
} 
| 

WHIS, Bluefield, W. Va. hillbilly | 
troupe with a before-dawn program 
demonstrates how such backwoods 
style of entertainment manages to | 
survive. Music isn’t bad, particularly | 
one gent with an eloquent banjo. | 
One of the fiddlers is okay and the | 
gal vocalist is definitely above hill- | 
billy average. Outfit keeps the stu- | 
dio echoing with broad ad-lib com- | 
edy dialog between numbers, Even | 
to listeners who ordinarily prefer 
drowning to hillbilly stuff, it’s al-| 
right. Crazy Water Crystals commer- 
cials indicate that folks ain’t squeam- 
ish ‘way out thar in the tall timber.’ 


| 
| 


| 








‘Tom Mix Straight Shooters,’ five- 
a-week late-afternoon juve thriller, 
continues to gallop along with plenty 
of action, standard situations and 
easily-classifiable characters. Always 
the stalwart yet kindly protector of 
the down-and-outers, the bronco 
hero stays in the role the moppets 
recognize and admire. As a per- 
formance it’s direct, effortless and 
plausible, without attempt at super- 





fluous subtleties. As» caught last | 
week (3), the cowboy was interced- | 
thg to persuade the town skinflint to | 
permit a dustbowl refugee to farm 
a strip of fertile bottomland adjoin- | 
ing his ranch. Piece was satisfac- 
torily written, but seemed insuffici- 
ently rehearsed. The imaginary | 
Tom Mix handles his own commer- | 
cials, currently plugging the idea 
that Ralston cereal contains vitamin | 
B-i, ‘which keeps you feeling A-1.’ 
It also supplies ‘cowboy energy’ and 
is a ‘he-man breakfast.’ 





Nash Motors has five minutes of 
the NBC news ticker out of AP. 
At 9:30 p.m. nightly, with John B. 
Kennedy as the bringer of the tid- 
ings, the five-minute slice on the 
Blue network should be a good buy. 
It packs the highlights, a couple of 
punchily written (by Geyer, Cornell 
& Newell) descriptions of the Nash, 
and the listener is both informed 
and inoculated before he knows it. | 
Doctor Kennedy filches up a stray | 
fact or two from the history books 
as parsley for the script. Like re- 
calling how Leonardo da Vinci pre- 
dicted, back when Caesar Borgia 
was Ii Duce, that. men would be 
birding it through fhe upper strato- 








sphere, 


save for a routine line by Connolly. 





Sales copy is in her usual chatty 
manner without any change of 
accent. Hobe. 
‘CARGOES’ 


With Tro Harper and Harlan Dun- 
ning 
Transcription 
15 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 8:45 p.m. 
KSFO, San Francisco 
Cut with portable recording equip- 
ment, ‘Cargoes’ is devoted to activi- 
ties on Frisco’s 45 state-owned piers. 
Show caught, second of series, was 
miked from deck of the President 
Garfield and from dock alongside, 
during unloading of cargo from 
Bombay and way points. Boys, ap- 
parently working from script, with 
ad lib interpolations, kept com- 
mentary going at rapid clip, setting 
scene of gaping holds, winch work- 
New type of wandering mike show 
ers and dock activity adequately. In- 
terviewed en route were a stevedore 
foreman and harbor board official. 


Longshoreman, with appropriate 
thick, dockside voice, was most 
authentic touch. Wern. 
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DON’T MISS 


EDDIE CANTOR 
TONIGHT 
9 PLM. 


STATION WEAF 


Ipana and Sal Hepatica bring 
youTime to Smile” with Dinah 
Shore, Bobby Sherwood’s Or- 
chestra, Reaand Davis, Tommy 
Mack, and Eddie, himself. 


ipana—Sal Hepatica 
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FRED SCOTT 

‘Hymns We Love’ 

Sacred Sengs 

15 Mins.—Local 

HOWELL FURNITURE CO. 
M-W-F. 4:15 p.m. 


> 





WAVE, Louisville 

This modest program of hymns hasq 
local interest from two angles; first | 
being the fact that the vocalist, Fred | 


Scott, has been spieling for quite a 
spell over WAVE, and lately has | 
been filling an early morning slot 
with hymn tunes (sustaining). Now | 
he’s copped a sponsor, a furniture | 
store, which has been pretty success- | 
ful lately with another program, the 
Clayton McMichen Georgia Wild- 
cats. 
Scott handles his own announcing | 
chores, and talks to the folks in the | 
first person. Tells °em sponsor has 
been mighty nice to put him on the 
payroll, and would like for listeners 
to show their appreciation by calling 
the furniture store and thanking 
them. 

Announcer has a pleasant tenor 
voice of medium range, and delivers 
his songs in a direct, sincere, fashion. 
Clifford Shaw backs the soloist up 
very ably at the piano, and turns in 
a chorus or two on his own. Hold. 


‘SONGS OF A DREAMER’ 

With Gene Baker 

Transcriptions 

15 Mins. 

NORTHWESTERN YEAST CO. 

M-W-F; 1:45 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 
(Hays-McFarland) 


Vocalist-recitationist Baker and 
Organist Larry Larsen plus Home 
Economist Doris Moore should do a 
creditable merchandising job for 
Maca Yeast. Not pretentious or ex- 
pensive, but okay for type of women 
who bake their own bread and apt 
to be radio-reached most consistently 
in smaller towns-rural areas. Pro- 
gram reeks of Chicago. 


Baker smoothly baritones stand- 
ard popular numbers as well as 
hymns. Precedes them with verse, 
etc., in ‘Song Stories.’ He also reads 
well a ‘thought for the mm In ad- 
dition, teams with Miss oore on 
some of adve-tising. She is tabbed 
a home economist, and does talk 
about recipes. However, sounds like 
a matured professional miker. Lar- 
sen, an NBC Chicago consolist, com- 
petently backgrounds Baker’s war- 
bling and reciting. 

Plugging is plentiful. Station man | 
cuts over music to name two win- | 
ners of $5 prizes for best household | 
hints (entries accompanied by yeast | 
wrapper). Cash coppers seem to be 
from middle, south and far we. | 

aco. 





‘INTERNATIONAL HOUSE PARTY’ 

With Bob Armstrong Orch (12), 
Three Treys (3), Vera Holly, Os- 
car Davis, George Torge 

15 Mins.—Local 

HEAD MILLER BREWING CO. 

M.-W.-F., 7:30 p.m. 

WBEN, Buffalo 


Many-sided and live quarter-hour. 
Songs are cut to a chorus and a half; 
all tunes are of the peppy type; full 
band does only a run-on and run- 
off and there’s three minutes left 
over for a comic bit by emcee Os- 
car Davis. The result is a swift- 
paced, well-knit and smooth local 
revue, 

As expected, each second of the 
quarter-hour has jts place and none 
is wasted. Vera Holly is the town’s 
best vocal bet who chants in a 
warm, velvet voice. Session caught 
(30) had her reviving ‘Between the 
Devil and Deep Blue Sea.’ Three 
Treys on novelty side do a catchy 
bit, and join up with Miss Holly for 
four-way harmony tune. 

Band, which Armstrong has weld- 
ed into a smooth crew that rates 
with the nation’s top house bands, 
has no spot for itself, which is show’s 
a7 flaw. Outfits rates a rhythm 

it. 

Davis was obviously reading from 
script on opener (30) but showed 
promise of dropping jerky style for 
glib emceeing. Commercials run 
on institutional side, with George 
Torge doing slick work of spiels urg- 
ing western New Yorkers to visit 
Canada and see its scenery. Idea is 
that sponsor’s brews are peddled 
only on that side of the border. 

Betz. 


BRIAN LAWRENCE ORCH 
Sustaining 
Fri., 8 p.m. 
2 FC, Sydney 

Brian Lawrence used to do a kia 
act on the old Tivoli loop in days 
gone by. Went to London and played 
around vaude centres until grown 
to manhood, and then went into the 
night spots with musical combo. 
Presently he’s dance-band leader at 
a top night spot in this sector, swing- 
ing into radio to cop extra coin. 

Lawrence brings nothing new in 
presentation ideas with him from 
London. 
current layout ideas are continued. 
Melodies miked included ‘Stop 
Thief,’ ‘Lilacs in the Rain,’ ‘Mid- 
night in Mayfair, ‘F. D. R. Jones,’ 
‘A Little Bit of Heaven,’ ‘Mountains 
of Morne,’ ‘18th-Century Drawing 
Room’ and ‘Chicken Reel.’ 

Lawrence’s own singing is of the 
usual standard found in vaude and 
night spots. A very weak femme 
singer adds nothing to prospects of 
a buildup in popularity with the 
Aussie air mob. Rick. 


His air life is limited if | 


| ‘JUST BETWEEN FRIENDS’ 

| With Benny Walker, Edna Fischer 
'15 Mins.—Local 

VANO CLEANER 

Daily, 8:30 a.m. 

KGO, San Francisco 


Philosophical comment by Benny 
Walker, organ-backgrounded by 
| Edna Fischer, debuted here (1) to 
| interest the ladies in Vano Cleaner. 
Walker is an old-time fav here, con- 
ducting amateur hours and formerly 


|a mainstay on the Woman’s Maga- | 


'zine of the Air. 


Pleasant-voiced observations on 
great lessons from small things, 
‘even a postage stamp sticking till 
it gets there’ are interspersed with 
poetic bits. Novel information is in- 
|cluded, such as fact that human 
jaws exercise pressure of 300 pounds 
per square inch, with comment that 
it’s mostly used to generate weak 
chatter. 

Walker brings 
somewhat, mentioning it’s a show he 
has always wanted to do, and uses 
same approach on commercials, tell- 
ing how he tried the cleaner on the 
kitchen wall at home, etc. An okay 
morning show of its type. Wern. 


‘BULLS AND BONERS’ 
| With Campbell Ritchie 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Friday, 2:30 

CKLW, Windsor, Ont. 


This program serves several ends 
as well as capturing attention of 
radio fans weary of the steady par- 
ade of daytime serials. Offering $10 
in prizes to the fans who catch bulls 
and boners of the announcers dur- 
ing commercials it has put a gloss 
over the advertising and is bending 
ears in its direction. 

Fans write in on tongue-twisters, 
mispronounciations, poor usage of 
words as they’ve caught the an- 
nouncements during the week. The 
whole staff is assembled,- with an 
ad lib informality which helps to 
establish their personalities with 
the audiences, and if they own up 
or are convicted of the bull or boner 
are assessed the buck sent to the 
discerning listener. 

Not only does the half hour pro- 
gram serve to make the announcers 
better known to their following and 
keep the public listening in to the 
sales talks but is productive of some 
easy humor during the pan sessions. 
Being a Canadian station across the 
river from Detroit, it also does a 





|the Waverly (British) and Webster 

(American) dictionaries come into 
|play on the alleged mispronouncia- 
jtions. Typical of the entertaining 
| Dast-hows is its theme song ‘Ooh, 
what you said.’ Pool. 
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| 


| 
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‘CONTACT’ 
With Dave Elman 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 9:30 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 

Dave Elman, creator of the Hob- 
by Lobby program which has been 
off the air since late last spring, has 
come up with another bright idea 
in ‘Contact.’ Program makes for in- 
teresting and occasionally comical 
listening by selecting people who 
are, for various reasons, attempting 
to contact someone they haven’t seen 
for some time, a friend, long lost 
relative, etc. It jis their reasons 


‘WE, THE ABBOTTS’ 

With John T. McIntire, Ethel Ever- 
ett, Cliff Carpenter, Audrey Egan, 
Betty Jane Tyler, Adelaide Klein, 
Ted Pearson 

Serial 

BEST FOODS 

Daily, 4:15 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(Benton & Bowles) 





Second of two partner strip shows 


| debuting Monday (7), ‘We, the Ab- 


rather than their search itself which | 


makes a radio show. 

The initial airing was a bright, 
lively piece of work, despite the one 
or two poignant tales told. One, for 
instance, brought up a young wo- 
man who was seeking trace of her 


husband believed to be a victim of | 


amnesia. She handled t<2 details of 
the events leading up to his disap- 


her apparent despair of ever seeing 
him again. 
or a good actress. 

The selected stories, however, are 
not all in that vein. 

Leadoff guest was an actress who 
had collaborated on a play some 
years ago and now had the oppor- 
tunity to sell its rights, but before 
the deal could be completed had to 
have the consent of her partner, who 
has disappeared. Half hour included 
three or four comical tales that 


On a startoff broadcast forged ones 
were to be expected, 
Has ingredients. Wood. 


‘G-MEN AT WORK’ 
Dramatic 
10 Mins, 
BBC, London 
Show forms one of a trilogy BBC 
resents under tag ‘Time for Crime.’ 
t’s either a U. S. wax job or from 
scripts Dick O’Connor, its mentor, 
has peddled to BBC; probably the 
former, as one-time N. Y. newspa- 
perman is only cut in on opening and 
closing spiel. Another voice tabu- 


botts’ ballyhoos a new to the air prod- 
uct, Nucoa, a ‘modern margerum rich 
in food energy and richin vitamin A.’ 
Possibility that it might be a sub- 
stitute for butter is painstakingly 
avoided, even the word ‘butter’ being 
unmentioned. This avoidance in- 
volves no little. circumlocution, the 
product having to be described as a 
‘spread for bread.’ Sponsor is Best 
Foods, a corporate affiliate of Gen- 


S | eral Foods, whose ‘Portia Faces Life’ 
pearance in a way that drove home | 


She was either sincere | 


,of daytime 


also debuted this week in 
diately preceding spot. 

Like its forerunner, ‘We, the Ab- 
botts,’ sticks in the standard groove 
serial fundamentals. 


imme- 


| Show is described as a ‘heart-warm- 


,scene and people i 
sounded too pat to be on the level. | epee cae 


ing portrait of a small-town Ameri- 
can family,’ the characters, including 
the school superintendent, his wife, 
17-year-old boy and girl twins, a 
nine-year-qld daughter and_ the 
housekeeper. First chapter set the 
planted a 
wealth of plot material, the main 
thread apparently being that papa is 
about to tangle with the racketeers 
who have placed slot machines in 
the soda shop across the street from 
the highschool his twins attend. 
Jack Hasty’s script is direct, ob- 
vious and workmanlike, with the 
| proper number of scene-changes per 
|installment, the climaxes in the 
| proper places and the slight teaser 
;at the close. It’s the kind of stuff 
| that gives educationally-minded peo- 
| Ple the fidgets, but Hasty and the 
agency are clearly not pretending 





lates dramatic action. Anyhow, from | to be educationally-minded. They’re 
its makeup and handling, stuff isn’t | just out to sell an inexpensive but- 


scripted on this side. 

A fastly paced job of chiller pro- 
portions, G Men at this airing took a 
flyer at the Rothstein case. Action is 
all spotted around 47th street and 
Broadway district in the heydey of 
28. It’s likely to prove tonic radio 


. : . ifare this side, especially as show- 
| little language educating in that both | 


cased between scriptings of the more 
sedate Scotlarfd Yard. Production 


setup from this angle is smart and | 
| well thought out. 


O’Connor is introed as an Irish- 


American with a reportorial inside 


track on the gunman stuff. 


'ter substitute. As nearly as anyone 
'can predict such things, ‘We, the 
_ Abbotts’ should do the job. 
Production and acting are com- 
petently professional, although Cliff 
| Carpenter and Audrey Egan sound a 
| trifle young for supposedly 17-year- 
old kids. Ted Pearson reads the 
commercials. Hobe. 





Salt Lake City.—James Lawrence, 
lannouncer from KOVO (Provo) 
moves to KLO, Ogden. 
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MORE SCIENCE, SENSE, SOCIAL VALUES 
IMPLICIT IN FCC LICENSES FOR FM 


rain or. an area with sparse or un- | 


Government Avoids Original Catch-as-Catch-Can 


Attitude Under 


Which Present 


Broadcasting 


Develops Undesirable Attributes | 


Washington, Oct. 8. 


Economic considerations will be 
taken into account in opening the 
door for Frequency Modulation. New 
yardstick adopted by the FCC last 
week is expected to avoid the mis- 
takes which accompanied develop- 
ment of standard broadcasting and 
make sure that the new technique is 
not ceveloped under conditions that 


years hence might result in mo- 
nopoly. 
Revised policy regarding alloca- 


tion places emphasis on the various 
‘trade areas’. Definition was adopted 
because the commish feels that gen- 
erally the ‘social and cultural in- 
terests of the community’ are sy- 
nonymous with the business inter- 
ests. Also, because of the peculiar 
characteristics of the system, FM 


transmitters will be able to cover | 


only limited territory. 

Concept is somewhat similar to the 
New Dealish ideas conveyed in the 
report of the special FCC committee 


many outlets were controlled—either | 
because of multiple ownership or 
the conditions governing network af- 
filiation—by small groups. Strict 
adherence to the novel principle 
adopted for FM allocations 
head off any waste of facilities. 


The 35 channels set aside for FM | 


outlets will be divvied according to 
the area which will be served. Us- 
ing a modification of the Census 
Bureau terminology, 
will grant 
on 22 channels to stations serving 
‘basic’ and ‘limited’ trade areas 
where the population tops 25,000; 
six will be set aside for plants oper- 
ating in such areas with population 
under this figure; the remaining 
seven ribbons are primarily for ru- 
ral service, with such stations ex- 


pected to cover at least 15,000 square | 


miles except in unusual cases. 

In blanketing a trade area, the 
transmitter must be situated so as 
to deliver good service to the center 


should | 


the commish | 
franchises for operation | 





evenly-distributed population. 
625 Trade Areas 


With 625 basic trade areas to be 


| 


‘ 


considered, the commish expects to) 


give careful thought to the needs of 
the populace in stamping tickets. 
Each of these regions will have one 
or more stations, but the specific as- 
signments will depend on many fac- 


tors. No rule of thumb is to be fol- 
|lowed. Instead, the commish will 
use the ‘effective radiation’ test— 


meaning the combined effect of an- 
'tenna height, signal gain, and power 
—in stipulating the facilities. Care 
will be taken to prevent transmit- 
ters in metropolitan areas from in- 
vading suburban cities which might 
be able to support their own stations 
if business were not drained away 
by some neighboring behemoth. The 
objective is to encourage the maxi- 
mum degree of local service, undoing 
what some critics feel is a great mis- 
take in the organization of the broad- 
casting industry as™now constituted. 
The commish made plain its inten- 
tion of seeing that ‘the many cities 
which are not listed as 
| cities of basic trade areas’ get their 
own outlets. 

| In applying for tickets, prospective 
|operators thus must ponder ‘the 





principal | 





| and lay down an acceptable signal at | 
the fringe. Concessions may be) 
made, upon proper showing, to oper- | 
ators setting up shop in rugged oni 


which probed monopoly in the 
standard broadcast field. The trio 
showed concern over overlapping 
service, besides fearing that too! 
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Perfectly Set Up 
for Regional 
Network Radio 


In the West, every good regional 










- 


network station is a dasic station in 





every major market. Each station 
carries the fu// schedule of coast-to- 
coast features, broadcasts more “Big 








Time” shows, attracts more listen- 


ers, delivers more sales per dollar! 


All Yours on 
Columbia-Pacific 


The network with the most “Firsts” 
in the West is Columbia-Pacific. It 
spreads its dominance everyeehere in 
the nation’s richest per capita mar- 
ket—delivers more listeners, during 
more quarter-hours, than amy other 
Western network, This ready-built R 
audience, the most responsive in the Ss 
West, is a// yours from your very first \ 
program on... 
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the commish said they will be per- 


| standards which can be altered only 











sphere of economic influence’ of the 
spot in which they hope to set up 
shop. To prosecute an application 
successfully, they must present con- 
vincing geographic and economic 
data, using one of four standard 
maps in outlining the probable ser- | 
vice area. 

In regard to the plants which will | 





serve large rural area, and for which | 


seven stripes have been set aside, 


mitted to serve incidentally principal 
cities but their programs must be | 
tailor-made for the more remote and 
thinly-settled areas. Location can- 
not be such that the service area 
duplicates that of a transmitter au- | 
thorized to cover a limited or basic | 
area. 

Revision of the rule announced last | 
spring is a consequence of the com- | 
mission’s determination to use the | 
trial-and-error method in framing a | 
licensing policy. As contrasted from | 
the past custom of adopting rigid ! 
| 
i 
(1) after long legislative hearings or | 
(2) in a way that gives rise to ac- | 
cusations of favoritism. Analysis of 


| 


| the requests already filed tipped the | 
|day and 1,000 watts night. | 


regulators off to the shortcoming of 
their originally announced policy 
and showed that a new yardstick 
must be employed to avoid both 
technical and social chaos. 


Johnson Wax's 
| Film Gossip 


For So. America 


a 

| S. C. Johnson & Co. (wax pro- 
ducts) is making it another 13 weeks 
for its foreign language 
WBNI and WRCA, NBC shortwavers 
in New Jersey, effective Oct. 11. 
Both shows are directed at Latin- 
America. 

One program, ‘The Stars in Holly- 
wood,’ is in Spanish, and the other 
‘Life in Hollywood,’ is in 
rpuese 


‘Gabby’ Street Set for ’41 
St. Louis, Oct. 8 

Charles ‘Gabby’ Street, former 
major league baseball manager, who 
has rounded out his first season as a 
radio baseball commentator for the 
Hyde Park Breweries here, has been 
signed for the 1941 season by the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, which 
‘discovered’ him. Street, working 


with Ray Schmidt and Alex Buchan, | 


gabbers of KXOK on a six station 


Hyde Park midwest web, furnished | 


the strategic reasoning of managers 
of ball games played here. 
Street’s explanations, 
| education in themselves, have won 
| wide praise. 





Gene King, who conducts ‘Mid- 
| night Jamboree,’ early-morning re- 
|corded series, over WEVD, New 
| York, moves Oct. 14 to WOR, New 
| York, to do a similar kind of pro- 
' gram. 


series on | 


Portu- | 


a baseball | 


What Is a Trade Area’? 


Washington, Oct. 8. 

Definition of service areas and trade areas, to be served by high fre. 
quency stations, was handed down last week by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. A ‘basic trade area,’ or ‘limited trade area,’ shal} 
consist of ‘areas the boundaries of which are determined by the Com- 
mission on the basis of showings made in applications as to retail] 
trading areas or consumer trading areas and from government data,’ 
the government body decreed. Each basic trade area shall include one 
‘principal city,’ with the boundaries of basic trade areas adjoining and 
the aggregate of all such areas comprising ‘the total area of the United 
States’. 

Each limited trade area must include one city, but the boundaries 
of limited trade areas are not necessarily adjoining, the commish ruled, 
and may include portions of other limited trade areas or extend into 
more than one basic trade area. 

In considering applications for high frequency stations, commish 
will establish service areas. Transmitters will be licensed to serve: 

(1) An area comprising a limited trade area and a city. The sta- 
tion shall render good service to the city and its service area shall 
conform generally with the limited trade area. 

(2) An area comprising a basic trade area and a principal city, 
The station shall render good service to the principal city and its 
service shall conform generally with the basic trade area. 

(3) An area of at least 15,000 square miles comprising primarily a 
large rural area, and particularly that part‘of the basic trade areas 
which cannot be served by stations assigned basic trade areas due to 
economic and technical limitations. The service area may include one 
or more principal city or cities, provided that in rendering service to 
such cities, the service to rural areas which the station is designated 
to serve is not impaired. (A ‘rural area’ is defined as all land area 
outside incorporated towns or cities with population greater than 2,500 
and where the density of population is less than 150 per square mile.) 


United Airlines 
On Mutual With 
Boake Carter 


United Airlines will be the first 











BUT GETS COMMISSION 


WHB Not Outlet For Its Own Re- 
gional Network 





Kansas City, Oct. 8. 


Though it’s the key outlet for the 
Kansas State Network, WHB, Kan- 
sas City, is not carrying the Big Six 
football broadcasts which are being 
underwritten by Ford Motors on 
that hookup. WHB, however, is 
collecting a tommission on the net- 
work billings since it holds an ex- 





clusive sales contract with the re : ; 
KSN’s affiliates, Kansas City release | 2V!@ton. outfit to go network when 
for the series is KMBC. and the | 2"4 if it closes with Mutual for a 


| several times weekly program series 
broadcasts go out to the other sta- | S©Y®&" eee - % 
; ‘ : : , 
tions through WHB's control board. | oe 
| PWws one ’ SS j 
KOAN, Pittsburgh, 


and KGNO, | y Bate 
. ’>'to work out the time and station 
Dodge City, have been added for this ‘hook-up with Mutual. 


account to the series’ hookup. re 


Ses! New York—Ashton Dunn has 


WNEW Has 5 Kw Nights been promoted from superintendent 


|of training to personnel manager of 
Power boost to 5,000 watts night | 


| NBC, 
time has just been granted WNEW, ; 
New York, by the FCC. New power | 
requires new directional antenna, to| 
be started immediately for com- | 
pletion at Carlstadt, N. J., in about | 
three months. 


Station’s power is now 5,000 watts 














| WHN’S Hockey 
| Pabst beer will sponsor 
|Rangers and Americans 

/games at Madison Square Garden, | 
N. Y., this season over WHN, New| 
| York, Bert Lee (Lebhar) and Dick | 
Fishell will again handle the play- {OVER AT NBC SPOT) ON YOUR 


by-play accounts. Besides the regu-| | CALENDAR FOR A SPELL TO- 
lar National Hockey League con-| 
|tests in the Garden, the contract MORROW MORNING? 
|calls for broadcasts of the Stanley HE WANTS TO CHEW THE FAT 
| Cup playoffs. Lord & Thomas is the ABOUT A WEW TYPE OF 
agency. | 
- WOMAN’S SHOW HERE AT KYW 

-WHICH COULD BE A ZINGER 





! 
| 
| 
the | 
hockey | 


AL TARANTO 
WILLIAM ESTY & CO. 


CAN YOU PUT SCOTTIE 


Hockey tilts last season were car- 
ried by WHN under Gillette spon- | 





|sorship. First ‘game this year will | FOR THE TEA BUREAU. OR FOR 
| be Nov. 14. | | DOROTHY GRAY OR PACQUINS. 
aaplg’ CAN DO? 

McClain Joins Grant Agency ~GRATEFULLY, 


Fort Worth, Oct. 8. 
_Jimmy McClain, assistant produc- 
| tion manager of the Texas State Net- 


Grife Thompson 
work, has resigned to become radio 
director of Dallas branch of Grant * : § T N G HW 0 J § c 


Advertising Agency. 

He has assumed direction of the 
‘Mahdeen Mystery Playhouse,’ which 
iS aired each Sunday over the Texas 
Quality group. 
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Father Flanagan Program Remotes To 
WLW, , Cincinnati From Near Omaha 


4 


Cincinnati, Oct. 8. 


Father Flanagan, head of Boys’ 
Town, near Omaha, is bowing on 
radio commercially at a time when 
Father Coughlin is off the air. The 
guardian of homeless boys, whose 
work was the basis of a feature mo- 
tion picture, started a series of Sun- 
day half-hour programs on WLW 
this week. Broadcasting is direct 
from Boys’ Town to the Crosley stu- 
dios here, making it the most dis- 
tant remote series scheduled on 
WLW. Harold Carr, production 
chief of the 50,000 watter, has made 
several trips ti Boys’ Town since 
April, lining up arrangements. 

First 15 minutes of the period fea- 
tures the boys themselves in a per- 
sonalized portrait of their home. 
Their band plays and the choir, 
which appeared in the ‘Boys’ Town’ 
film, sings. Lads also conduct 
sports, hobbies and self-government 
interviews. Last portion has Father 
Flanagan in the role of radio coun- 
selor, answering child problems sent 
to him by parents. 


CAPE COD STATION 
STAFFS AND STARTS 


West Yarmouth, Mass., Oct. 8. 








Mr. and Mrs. Announcer 





Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
_ Figured to increase the effec- 
tiveness of its commercial copy 
and at the same time add a novel 
touch, Ruthrauff & Ryan agency 








| 


After two years of preparation, | 
during which three time extensions | 
were granted by the Federal] Com- | 


munications Commission, 
WOCB, the Cape Cod Broadcasting 
Company, went on the air Oct. 2. 
Station has 250 watts power, un- 
limited time on the air, and will 
broadcast on 1210 ke., covering the 
Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard and 
Nantucket areas. 


Helen 
M. Alleman, Osterville (Mass.) busi- 
ness women, are owners of the sta- 
tion, having received their license 
from the FCC two years ago. 


Station | 


W. MacLellan and Harriet | 


Miss | 


Alleman is general manager; H. Har- | 


rison Flint, formerly of WLAW, 
Lawrence, (Mass) and WMEX, Bos- 
ton, is program manager; Arthur 
Newcombe, another former WLAW 
staff member, is commercial man- 
ager, and Rodney Merrill, former 
WEAN, Providence engineer, heads 
the technica] department. James 
Beardsley from WLAW and Edward 
Contoure from WFBG, Altoona, Pa,. 
will serve as the station’s announc- 
ers, 


WOCB is on the air daily from 8 
am. through 11 p.m. Station has 
no network. 


JAMES NOE INDICTED 


Prominent Politican Owns Radio 
Station WNOE, New Orleans 
New Orleans, Oct. 8. 

Former Governor James A. Noe, 
owner of WNOE here, was indicted 
Thursday (3) by the Federal grand 
jury for income tax violation in con- 
nection with the affairs of the Long 
dictatorship’s Win or Lose Oil Co. 
Involved is about $33,000 in income 
and excess profit taxes for the year 
of 1935, 

The indictment was rumored for 
several weeks, but its return by the 
federal jury was nevertheless a 
political sensation here since Noe has 
been variously reported as desirous 
of running for the United States sen- 
ate in 1942 and governor of Louisiana 
in 1944. 


ee 


‘This Small Town’ Cast 


Cast for ‘This Small Town,’ new 
strip serial for Procter & Gamble 
Over NBC red (WEAF), includes 


Joan Banks, Jay Jostyn, Carl East- 
man and Eleanor Audley. Ed Herlihy 
is announcer. Lester Huntley is 
scripter, Chick Vincent director. 
Series is produced as a package by 
Edwin Wolfe (not of Ed Wolf As- 
sociates), 


Product is Duz, a new granulated 
soap. Compton is the agency. 





I. Q. Quiz to Milwaukee 
Chicago, Oct. 8. 

Dr. I. Q. (Lew Valentine) quiz 
show for Mars candy shifts its in- 
Person origination to the Wisconsin 
theatre in Milwaukee starting Oct. 
ai. 

Currently on the stage of the 


Capitol in New York City. Account — 
is handled by the Grant agency | 


here. 


has hit on the idea of a man-and- 
wife combo to handle the Rinso 
plugs on Edward G. Robinson’s 
‘Big Town.’ Assignment is split 
up between Ken Niles and the 
missus, 

She'll back up what he says 
and vice versa. 


SCHENECTADY’S THREE 
PETITIONS UP TOGETHER | 


Schenectady, N. Y., Oct. 8. 

















The FCC has reversed its previous 
okay of a construction permit for | 


"vcr stab Cs cor WBAL WOMAN SUBBING 
set down for hearing application FOR ALMA KITCHELL 


of this as well as of two other groups 
— a license for a local Schen- 
ectady station. Date for hearing on | 
all three requests has not been fixed. Katheri Di reg wage | 
M. L. Cramer, Ty lol district dis- | riers ernen, Givecter of | 
tributor, is the moving spirit in Van | Women’s Programs for WBAL, will | 
Curler. Western Gateway Broad-| handle Alma Kitchell’s ‘Brief Case,’ | 
casting Company, in which Leighton | airings over the Blue Network dur- | 
& Nelson is interested, and Mo- | ing latter’s absence due to illness. 
hawk Broadcasting Company, of | Although WBAL is the Blue outlet 
which Harold E. Smith, general man-| here, it. does not carry the ‘Brief 
ager of WOKO-WABY, Albany, is a | Case’ airings. 
director, also are looking for a green- Station will feed substituting set- | 
light from FCC. upto rest of web. ° igs 

















NBC Cracks Kid Show Monopoly 


Of Don Lee Network on Coast 





al 


VARNEY’S MORMON 


DISCS ARE READYING 





Salt Lake City, Oct. 8. 

Chase Varney is in town from 
Colorado Springs winding up series 
of 26 half hour radio dramatizations 
on the story of the Mormons 
(Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints). Dramatizations will 
be transcribed and used in Mormon 
foreign mission work but contracts 
for the pressings have not as yet 








been awarded. Original test series | 


of 13 went over 2,000 pressings. 

Varney’ scripted ‘The Sunday 
Players’ series of religious half-hour 
dramatizations, 





- Dayton, 0.—Gene Willoughby has 
left the sales staff of GFEL, Denver, 
to become sales manager of WING, 
Dayton, O. ~ 








NBC has in a measure cracked the 
monopoly which the Don Lee Net- 
work has had for years on kid shows 
in the Pacific area. KPO, the NBC- 
red’s San Francisco outlet, started 
yesterday (Tuesday) to clear the 
‘Jack Armstrong’ series (Wheaties). 
The schedule is 5:15-5:30 p.m., PST. 

NBC could have had the same se- 
ries on KGO, the blue’s Frisco re- 
lease, at 5:30 local time but that 
would have spotted ‘Armstrong’ back 
to back with ‘Tom Mix,’ which is 
sponsored by a competitive cereal, 
Ralston. ‘Mix’ has the 5:45-6 p.m. 
period. 





JACOB TARSHISH RETURNS 

‘The Lamplighter’ (Jacob Tarshish) 
will do a series over WOR, New 
York, locatly, at 10:15-10:30 a.m. Sun- 
days beginning next week (13) for 
A. Goodman & Sons, spaghetti. 

Al Paul Lefton is the agency. 
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ON SALE , VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
' 154 West 46th Street, New York 
on ! Please send........... copies of VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
NEW YORK ($5 per copy; $5.10 per copy In New York City). 
154 West 46th St. \ O Check Enclosed O Send Invoice 
t Name scocccccccssestecvececcececces Dida dedha civ SC¥Es eens den ress ° 
CHICAGO 
54 West Randolph ' WINNS -0ciscdénndicceons snisbs codevbekdiass ankele eee cmos ; 
i 
HOLLYWOOD ' SO cencedas sawed teteueeseess sch ciavbeens State ..cvicnwawaess csces 
1708 North Vine St. i Sa ee ee io eee 
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Stations Urge Limits Upon Networks; | 


Time Breaks, Merchandising And 


Five-Minute Sales Are Deplored 


Recommendations as to how 


stations should go in asserting their 
rights to chainbreak periods have 
been made by the executive commit- 
tee of the Independent Radio Net- 
work Affiliates to its members. The 
committee, in a 
Saturday (5) suggests that the affili- 
ates maintain their claim to such 
spots on the even hour and half hour 
but urges that they refrain from 
pressing their elaims to the chain- 
break spots which come between 
contiguous network programs be- 
longing to the same advertiser. The 
committee would prefer that the 
affiliates let this later situation ride 
until after Jan. 1, 1941. 

Committee’s letter also 
that opposition has been voiced by 
IRNA against any proposed plan by 
the networks to have their affiliates 
furnish free to network advertisers 
some of the merchandising service 
made available by competing media. 
Likewise the committee informed 
the IRNA membership that it had 
taken up with the networks the 
matter of the latter selling five- 
minute periods, and was assured that 
the practice Would not be general 
but limited to news programs, and 
that every effort would be made to 
sell the subsequent 25 minutes either 
as a solid unit or in 10 or 15-minute 
periods. CBS has two such five- 
minute programs and the NBC blue, 
one. The letter states that the com- 
mittee has heard it rumored that the 
nework would permit buyers of 
half-hour and full hour programs to 
fill up the segments following the 
news programs with contiguous pro- 
grams of five and 10 minutes. 


On the question of trailer an- 
nouncernents, those used between | 
contiguous programs by the same} 


advertiser, the networks have agreed | 
to try to get the client to revise his | 


present method of production. 
Rather than have them inserted cold 
after the 


prefer to have the theme continued 


in the background as the ‘trailer’ is | 
read. In such case the listener would 
understand that the ‘trailer’ is part 
program period. 
“Where,” states the letter, ‘sponsors 
producing both trailers 


of the previous 


have been 


| 
far | 


letter mailed last | 


disclosed | 


theme of the preceding | 
program has ended, the webs would | 
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SWAP CBS ENGINEERS 


Louis Clements Back to WABC in 
Job Trade With Lewis Smither 


Minneapolis Oct. 8. 

Completing a long-time job switch, 
| Louis Clements, transmitter engineer 
jat WCCO here for the last two years, 
|is returning to the CBS transmitter 
jin New York. He temporarily 
'traded jobs two years ago with 
Orville Sather, so that he could 
| finish his work at the University of 
Minnesota. In the meantime Sather 
was transferred to work in television 
for CBS and didn’t wish to return 
to Minneapolis this fall. 

| Lewis Smither, another former 
Minneapolis engineer, came to the 
rescue and obtained permission from 


| 
} 





| Hugh McCartney, WCCO chief en- | 


| gineer, to trade places with Clem- 
ents. 





WIZE Personnel Set 


Springfield, O., Oct. 8. 
Personnel of WIZE, of which 
|Charles Sawyer is president and 
|principal stockholder, is as follows: 
George Losey, manager; Leo Bou- 








lette, program director; William 
Spencer, sales manager; William 
Radcliffe, production manager; 
| James “Cerney, continuity editor; 


Elizabeth Kern, director of women’s 
programs; and Arthur Martin, chief 
engineer. 

Station will begin operations about 
| Oct. 15. 


| a 





16-Year Old KWK Singer 
St. Louis, Oct. 8. 
Dorothy Mattingly, 16 year old 
| school girl, is on KWK sponsored by 
| the Columbia Brewing Co., makers 
of Alpen Brau suds. 
Options run five years. 


,and a following spot in the station- 
| break, every effort will be made by 
|the networks to induce the sponsor 
ito use only one and to produce that 
(as a trailer announcement.’ 





_ 








Too, Too Often the city name 


that follows a radio station’s 


call letters designates the boundaries of its advertising 


effectiveness. 


But the Word “Detroit” following those familiar call letters 
of WJR is purely indicative of the point of broadcast origi- 
nation. For WJR.::Michigan’s Greatest Advertising 
Medium ... not only covers the whole state, but also parts 


of three other states. 


Little Wonder That Conferences on sales and advertisin g these 
days often hear and approve the sensible suggestion ;:; 
“let’s put it over in Michigan with the 50,000 watts of WJR!” 


BASIC 
EDWARD. PETRY & €0O., 


STATION... COLUMBIA 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





NAT'L. REPRESENTATIVES 


Pug’s Mike Fright 





‘Grand Central Station’ did a 
prizefight story recently and, 
for authentic atmosphere, got a 
couple of professional pugs from 
Gary's gym, N. Y., to do bag- 
punching for sound effects. Bit 
of dialog was built around the 
business and, as a cue for a 
scene tag line, one of the pugs 
was supposed to land a terrific 
wallop on the bag. 

Everything went off perfectly 
at rehearsal, but for the actual 
broadcast one of the plug-uglies 
got nervous and missed two hay- 
makers at the bag, forcing Leif 
Erickson, lead on the show, to 
do some ad-lib filling until he 
finally connected. 


CRANK MAIL 10 
FCC CONTINUES 
BRISK 


Washington, Oct. 8. 
Squawks from’ knob -twiddlers 
should be addressed to the offending 
stations and not to Uncle Sam's 











|'Communications Commission, it was 
|; pointed out again last week. From 


the There’s-Very-Little-We-Can-Do- | 


| About-It Department of the FCC, a 


Newark, N. J., radio fan received a 
gentle rebuke, suggesting that he 
‘communicate his views’ directly to 
the station which aired a program of 
classical music ‘in syncopated style.’ 
Commish can’t be responsible for 
boogie-woogie renditions of Bach, in 
other words. 

Typical of complaints received by 
the Commish is the fretful query of 
a New Yorker who ‘wants a certain 


official to retract a statement he 
made on the air.’ A knob-twister 
from California squawked about 


American rebroadcasts of Hitler's 
speeches, while another New Yorker 
complained that pro-British uitter- 
ances in the U..S. should be curbed, 
From Ohio comes a complaint that 
‘certain Berlin proadcasts’ were ob- 
jectionable. He was informed that 
‘the commission does not, of course, 
have jurisdiction over alien stations.’ 
A Manhattanite was advised that 
‘there is no statute or regulation’ 
which obligates broadcast stations to 
‘ay ‘America’ or the ‘Star Spangled 
Janner,’ 
Commish employees are hoping 
that querulous queries will fall off 
| after the November elections, but, 
as long as a spieler by the name of 
H. Hitler remains on the Berlin pay- 
| roll, they are resigned to apologizing 
for the fact that the Government is 
not responsible for the type of news 


and political broadcasts which con- | 


stitute freedom of the air. 


Swope vs. Keewaydin 


— -~ 


Washington, Oct. 8. 

Herbert Bayard Swope unloaded 
and Keewaydin Corp., in which he 
has a finger, bought Columbia Broad- 
casting System stock during August, 
the Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission reported last week. Former 
journalist peddled 3,380 pieces of 
Class A common on the same day 
the holding company picked up the 
identical amount. Soon after, he 
peddled another 300, cutting his 
direct interest in the network to 1,100 
shares. 

Keewaydin now accounts for 6,380 
of the Class A tickets 


Ford Rush’s WSM Job 


Nashville, Oct. 8. 
Ford Rush, radio performer from 
the early days, has joined WSM Art- 
ists Bureau. He takes over the sales 
spot made vacant by the resignation 
of David Stone. 


Rush will continue to do some 


broadcasting on WSM, including one | 


| of his son’s, Ford Rush, Jr., kid 
| shows 
|; which Prince Albert carries on an 


NBC hookup. 





! 
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BUDDY CLARK QUITS AGENT 


Buddy Clark, who is currently on | 


the ‘Show of the Week,’ Mutual 
commercial, has left the manage- 
'ment of Columbia Artists, Inc., but 
| because of his contract he will go on 
| paying that office commissions for 
| the next eight months, 


Clark hasn’t as yet tied up with | 


another rep. 


and the Grand Ole Opry, | 











‘their care is now being well looked 
after by the different Borough Coun- 
cils. Frankly, it was not organized 
properly in most districts when it 
was first needed. We have the habit 
of being late—and so had Jimmy 
| Walker. 

Rubbernecking the Ruins 
Despite the suffering—-even horrors 
resulting from the German raids, 

London yesterday—a glorious, sun- 
ishiney day-—had the air of a gala 
occasion, There was rubbernecking 

‘parties on all the main streets look- 

|ing at the sights. 

| So far as food goes, there is not 

/much difference since I last wrote to 

you; we are short of practically noth- 

ing essential. We must use less 
sugar and butter and tea, but there 

|is plenty in the restaurants; and I 

| find out from workers I come in con- 

tact with that they can get all they 

/can reasonably afford to pay for. 

| One of the greatest nights in my 

\life—and one which will ever be 

| memorable—was the occasion of the 

| first performance of George Black’s 
| ¢ 20,000 production, ‘The Top of the 
| World,’ at the London Palladium. It 

‘had scarcely got started when the 

leurtains closed in on a spectacular 

‘girlie scene and the manager came 

'forward with the announcement that 

\the sirens had sounded. ‘You may 

/have to go to the shelter,” he started, 

'‘but-———’ he was not allowed to finish 

the sentence. ‘Get on with the show!’ 

the whole audience cried. Everything 

'went as well as normally, and dur- 

ing the interval I did not hear the 

raid discussed—and it was still going 
on full blast! 

Sitting just in front of me were the 
stalwart and beloved Americans, 

' Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon; another 

'American, Dorothy Dickson, sat a 

few seats from me. When the popu- 

lar comedian, Tommy Trinder be- 
fore closing, announced that the 

‘All Clear’ had been sounded, there 

was no demonstration of satisfaction 
the audience wanted Tommy Trin- 

der gags. He was a riot. A terrific 
hit was also made by the kid, Pat 

Kirkwood, aged 19, as pretty as a 

picture and a sure comer. 


Cochran's Radio Shows 
Sept. 23. 

The difficulty of organizing my big 
Saturday night radio hours during 
the blitzkrieg has caused a delay in 
getting on with this letter. How- 
ever, I have done two programs and 
the attached cutting from today’s 
Daily Express indicates that they are 
not flops! Here also is another cut- 
‘ting which will give you an idea of 
what is happening to all of us. We 


ADD: QUIZ SHOWS 
Oklahoma City’s ‘Spin and Win With 


Jimmy Flynn’ Preems 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 8. 





WKY, Oklahoma City, aired for 
the first time Thursday (3), a new 
quiz show, ‘Spin and Win With 


Jimmy Flynn.’ Complete with ‘The 
| Wildman From Borneo,’ who is the 
time-keeper, ‘Little Egypt,’ who spins 
the numbered wheel, and ‘Sappo, the 
Soothsayer,’ who gives the answers, 
this Ray Buffum show keeps 
carney air throughout. 

Initial 


airing was from the Cri-| 
terion theatre with the stage in a 


splash of color from banners and the 
carnival tents. A complete midway 
scene greeted the audience when the 
curtain opened for the broadcast. 
Jimmy Flynn role 


is working closely with Buffum in 
Station production. 
Kobak’s Cincy Speech 
Edgar Kobak, NBC v p. in charge 
of blue network sales, speaks today 
(Wednesday) before the Cincinnati 
Ad Club, 


Topic will be what he terms a case | 
history of the blue, with problems | 


} ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


recalled, progress made, etc. 


the | 


handled by | 
Perry Ward of the WKY staff, who | 


Cochran Writes of London 


Continued from page 3 





have all got used to the raids and 
)}in one way or another people who 
|have got jobs to do accommodate 
| themselves to the very special cir- 
/cumstances and conditions today. 
|My secretary, who lives some way 
jout, gets away as early as she can 
|in the morning between an ‘Ajj- 
|Clear’ signal and the warning siren: 
iso I sometimes commence my work 
as early as 7:30 a.m. Pretty regu- 
larly That Man starts his aerial show 
at 8 p.m. and, like the showman of 
old, gives plenty for the money. The 
|average raid lasts from 8 p.m. to 5 
jam. The noise of the anti-aircraft 
guns from my flat is simply terrific, 
There are some big ones a few hun- 


j}dred yards away in Hyde Park: 
|these are supplemented by some 
|charming little toys which = run 


'around the streets on trolleys! 


Hollywood and New York did me 
proud with cabled good wishes on 
my opening and judging by the con- 
gratulatory messages which came 
| the next day and a day or so later, 
|a good many must have got through 
| to England somehow or other. Some- 
jtime I shall hope to thank all my 
| good friends individually. 
| 


By now all the theatres are closed 
| but the picture houses are keeping 
| open. 

Sarah Churchill's Click 


For my next broadcast on Satur- 
day, Sept. 28, I have a bill which 
should be a good one anywhere with 
‘your old friends Bebe Daniels and 
| Ben Lyon, Leslie Henson, Fred Em- 
|ney, Doris Hare and Sarah Churchill 
| (the Prime Minister’s daughter) and 
| Leslie Howard in the balcony scene 
| from ‘Romeo and Juliet’; and a num- 
|ber of splendid names for London 
which may not be known to you, 

A feature of my program is the 
large orchestra of 38, conducted 
magnificently by Geraldo. For each 
ishow A, P. Herbert, M.P., sends one 
|a patriotic message, and he has done 
the lyrics for a swell patriotic num- 
ber to finish each show weekly, His 
lyric, ‘Freedom’ set to Elgar’s music, 
is the best thing that the war has yet 
produced. 

Poor old Arthur Wimperis, who 
has been the librettist of many 
| shows of mine, including my Broad- 
| way success, ‘As You Were,’ was in 
the torpedoed kindergarten ship 
yesterday, but was saved and, inci- 
dentally, acted very gallantly. He 
was On his way out to do some work 
for Korda, for whom he has done 
a great deal in England. 

Our people are so magnificent in 
their calm and adaptability that I 
would not be out of London for a 
great deal. It is the best show I 
ishall ever see, and I am proud to 
be a very minor part of it. 

His friends in America will be 
glad to know that my old friend and 
colleague, Prof. Ernst Stern, has 
| been released from the concentration 
| camp, into which he was swept with 
|a large number of aliens. 
| It is interesting that the radio d 
covery of my _ shows is_ Sarah 
Churchill. In the first two she acted 
as a stooge to her husband Vic 
| (Oliver), but the B.B.C. officials 
| spotted her entirely on her merits 
|as the bestradio voice that has been 
found in this country for a long time. 

My wife and I send affectionate 
regards to all our friends. 


Sincerely, 


Charles B. Cochran. 
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Sustaining Scale Awaits Membership 
Approval: AF RA-Web in Accord 


+ 





IT’S BARON REITH 


Tentative agreement between the| 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists and the three major net- 
works, settling the dispute over a 
new sustaining contract, will be sub- 
mitted to the union's membership | 


for ‘approval at meetings early next 
week. Meeting of the New York 
local will be held Monday (14) at 


Peerage for War Work 


London, Sept. 24. 
Sir John Reith, former head of the 
British Broadcasting Co., has been 
raised to the peerage with the title 
of baron. 


the Edison hotel, with the Chicago’ struction work under the war 
confab scheduled for Tuesday night cabinet. 
(15) and the Los Angeles and San! Since withdrawing from BBC 


Francisco 
night (16). 


gatherings 


| connected with Imperial 


After several weeks of huddles and later with the Government un- caster, has been named production | nection this season. 


with representatives of the New York der different portfolios. 


State Mediation board presiding, the | 
preliminary accord was reached last | . ‘ 
English Soldiers 
. 
Like Baseball 


Via Shortwave 














Former Head of BBC Is Raised to 


He is now heading recon- | 


Wednesday | some three years ago, Reith has been | 
Airways | 


PEFFFFFFEF EPPS EFSOSEPPOS 


F Payroll Traffic f 
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Milwaukee — Howard M. Paul, 
heretofore in the newspaper, agency 
and retail advertising field, has been 
added to the continuity and pub- 
| licity staff of WTAJ. 





Birmingham, Ala.—Jud_ Collins, 
WSGN announcer, joins announcing 
staff of WSM, Nashville. 

Walter Gaines Allen also has left 
| WSGN to take up his work as com- 
mercial manager of WCBI, Colum- 
bus, Miss. 





Detroit—Arnold Stinson, formerly 
of CHML, Hamilton, Ont., has joined 
‘the announcing staff at CKLW, 
| Windsor. 





| Akren—Bill Griffiths, WJW sports- 
| manager of the station. Ed Taylor, 
in the program department, has left 
the station. 





Salt Lake City —At KSL Ted Kim- 
'ball takes new position as head of 
|continuity department. He is trans- 
ferred from production department 
|where he has worked for the past 
| year. Kimball replaces Ralph Hardy 
|who was recently transferred to 


|sales executive position. 





Regina, Sask.—Lyman Potts, pro- 
duction manager of CKCK, Regina, 
leaves soon to take over similar 
duties with CKOG, Hamilton, Ont. 





Birmingham.—WSGN loses Gaines 


Allen who resigned to be promotion | 
Columbus, | 
Miss. Bill Gullahorn has joined the | 


department of WCBI, 


staff, taking over Allen’s place in 


international relaying, the World | sales department. 


Series game broadcasts. Last fall | 
|marked the first time GE had short} 


|Both years, GE has air and press- 
|eredited Mutual for the courtesy. | 
| GE received many letters from mem- 
| bers of U. S. Army, Navy and Marine | 
Corps on foreign duty, from Ameri- | 








to put the agreement into legal 
terms and they are expected to be | 
finished ‘today (Wednesday) or el 
morrow. Although the terms of the 
accord are being withheld, it is be- | 
lieved that both sides have made 
concessions, with the networks ap- | 
parently going further than the) 
union in this regard. 
The original sustaining contract | 
expired Aug. 12, but was renewed to 
the pact were unable to agree on Schenectady, N. Y., Oct. 8. 
terms for a further extension and a| Mutual Network for the second 
strike seemed imminent, the State’ year granted General Electric inter- | 
Mediation board stepped in with an > national short wavers, WGEO and/| 
offer to try to effect a settlement. WGEA, permission to pick up, for 
Weber Discl 
7 ‘ 
cans working outside continental 
Not With BMI United States, from Englishmen in| 
| Britain, and even from British sol- | 
pew in France last fall, expressing 
appreciation for the World Series 
affiliated stations last Friday (4) 
Fred Weber, the network’s general 
manager, disclosed that 47 of 
Mutual’s 122 affiliates have not com- WLW Silence Cut Down 
pleted contracts with Broadcast 
Music, Inc. Also that Mutual affili- Cincinnati, Oct. 8. 
ates will have to pay BMI for net-| Moving up its starting time 15 min- 
work commercials on a basis differ- utes to 5:30 a.m., WLW is now on 
ent from that prevailing for NBC| the air 21 out of 24 hours a day, ex- 
and Columbia stations. ‘You will cept Sunday. Earlier sign-up is for 
appreciate,’ wrote Weber, ‘that this) farm folk, truck transport drivers, 
all-night workers and restaurants. 
Initial quarter-hour has Pa and 
Ma McCormick heading a hillbilly 
program with Hal O’Halloran as m.c. 





two sides have since been working 
. 
Sept. 12. When the two parties to 
In a letter addressed to Mutual’s | broadcasts. 
is necessitated by the different basis 


of compensation on commercials to 
Mutual affiliates from other net- 
works,’ 

Weber’s letter was in line with his 
assurance to the affiliates that he 
would keep them apprised of the 
latest developments in the contro- 
versy between radio and the Ameri- 





Lem and Martha Turner, WHO, 
Des Moines, Iowa, begin their sixth 
season for Oshkosh B’Gosh, Ine. 





can Society of Composers, Authors} This fall also marks the 10th sea- | 


and Publishers. son at WHO for the comedy pair. 











Youngstown, O.—James Sirmons, 


| waved any but NBC web programs. |formerly of WCKY, Cincinnati, has | 


become chief announcer and produc- 
tion manager of WFMJ, Youngs- 
own. 


Troy, N. ¥.—Edward S. Robinson, 
whom Harry A. Wilder sent to Troy 
two years ago from WSYR, Syracuse, 


to lay the foundation for operating | 


WTRY and manager of the 1,000- 
watter since it went on the air last 


| April, has returned to Syracuse. An- | 
| nounced that local station was run- | 
|}ning so smoothly Robinson was no 


| longer needed here. 





| Youngstown, O.—-Gerald Bowman, 
| former radio news editor here and 
|for the last month a special inves- 
tigator for Mayor William B. Spag- 
nola, has resigned to join WLW, Cin- 
cinnati. 





| Mansfield, O.— Robert Horn, for- 

merly with WPAY, Portsmouth, has 
| become news editor and news an- 
! 


jpouncer at WMAN, Mansfield, O. 





| St. Louis—James C. Buchanan, 
| formerly with the UP. Chicago, has 
| joined news staff of KMOX. 

| Chicago.—Leonard O’Connor add- 
|ed to the staff of the NBC news and 
| special events department by news 
| chief Ken Frye. O’Connor comes 
|in from Davenport (Ia.), where he 
was on the Times. He replaces Ed 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


j 
' Columbia and Mutual lost out on a piece of political business when 
President Roosevelt decided to do a fireside chat tomorrow night (Thurs. 
day) on ‘Hemispheric Defense’, His original intention for the day was to 
make a political speech and the Democratic National Committee had re- 
served the 9 to 9:30 period on CBS and Mutual. The non-political event 
| will be aired by all networks between 10:30 and 11. Wendell Willkie’s 
' election eve (Nov. 4) finale will be over CBS from 10:30 to 11. The Demo- 
cratic National Committee has revised its windup radio schedule and will 
use the 10 to midnight stretch on the NBC red and blue and Mutual and 
the 11 to midnight period on Columbia. The President will go on at 11 p.m. 





} 


' 





William A. Schudt and his assistant Bob Clarkson, formerly of WOR, are 
now in active competition with the older transcription companies in sell- 
| ing the services of the newly developed transcription division of Columbia 
Records. Schudt has the Benton & Bowles wax business as a starter plus 
the N.A.B. Langworth library discs (public domain). Company has a 
high fidelity type of recording with what Schudt is calling ‘the Columbia 
| characteristic.’ 





Jim MeWilliams, radio’s first m.c. of a quiz program, is without a con- 
Makes the first time that he hasn’t had an air berth 
| since he introduced the ‘Professor Quiz’ stanza on WJSV, Washington, for 
_G. Washington Coffee in July of 1936. 

The ad agencies don’t know whether to take McWilliams’ absence as 
an omen or just as an oversight. McWilliams’ last alliance was Colgate’s 
‘Ask-It-Basket’. 





Walter G. Preston, Jr., public service program head at NBC, and Mar- 
garet Cuthbert, women’s division director, compared notes and u..covered 
one of those strange personal coincidents. Preston was born in Dawson, 
in the Yukon district, during the gold rush. Miss Cuthbert’s father was at 
| the time the commandant of the Royal Northwest Police in that area and, 
as children, Preston and Miss Cuthbert had been playmates. 





Following WCCO’s Minneapolis ad in Variety last May, reproducing a 
paper-clipped Variety review which praised the Plehal brothers, one of 
the station’s staff acts, these ‘harmonica twins’ received and accepted an 
offer to appear on Al Pearce’s CBS show. They’re now booked for a 
return engagement with Peace Oct. 25. Also, they go into the Paramount 
theatre, Los Angeles, for a week, starting Nov. 1. 








Ben Bernie observes that he’s not a headache to his new sponsor, Bromo- 
Seltzer, judging by the quick renewal he got from Ruthrauff & Ryan 
directly after his first broadcast last Tuesday. 

Originally slated for 13 weeks, Bernie and his lads ’n’ lassies were im- 
| mediately given a 26-week deal. 





All the scripts of the Helen Hayes series (Lipton’s Tea) are being writ- 
| ten under the direction of Teresa (Terry) Lewis, who quit Young & Rubi- 
cam several weeks ago for this particular freelance assignment. Last Sun- 
day’s Hayes installment, ‘Love From a Stranger,’ was done entirely by 
Miss Lewis. 





Helen Nugent, contralto and WKRC’s, Cincinnati, Old Fashioned Girl, 
heard on programs feeding to the Mutual network, has a part in the special 
film which traces history of the order of Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
in this country. 

Picture was released this week for national showings. 





When Hart signs off his Saturday session he turns his listeners over to 
King, telling ’em to shift to King’s wavelength. Past week he went as far 
as giving King’s phone number to enable some to call in for request 
platters. 


KRIC chief engineer to become | musical 
| monitoring officer for the FCC. He} Murphy. 
| had been with the station two years. | _ 
|'He is replaced by C. C. McDaniel,| Decatur, Ala—Joseph C. Gannon, 
|formerly an operator. Kirby Smith | formerly of WLEU, Erie, Pa., and 
moves up to the post vacated by Mc- | WAVE, Louisville, has joined WMSL, 
Daniel. Ed Henry remains as KRIC | Decatur, as staff and sports an- 
chief announcer. |nouncer. Pat Kelly, of NBC, New 
a | York, set the deal. 

New York.—Walter Scott New- | — 
house, Jr., formerly with the Grad- | New York—Arthur Sheron, Jr., 
uate Group, Barron Collier and the | has gone with the sales staff of In- 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, joined the | ternational Radio Sales. He was 
ales staff of WQXR, New York. | formerly with Pedlar & Ryan, work- 

—_——— ing on the Camay account. 

New York.—William E. Sonne-| Memphis— Charles H. Maughan, 
mann, formerly with the 20th Cen-| has quit WREC’s publicity depart- 
tury-Fox accounting department, |ment to become news editor of the 
now assistant to Charles Van Loan, | Memphis Labor Review, local organ 


director, replacing Marie 








| Weber, who has been switched to 
the NBC-Blue network sales de- 
| partment. Leon Racusin has been 
| brought into the WJJD sales or- 
| ganization by Herb Sherman, WJJD 
sales manager. Formerly with the 
Retail Reporting corporation in New 


of the accounting division of WOR. 
Tom Harker, formerly with Ed- 


ward Petry, joined WOR sales staff, | 


succeeding Burt Lambert, who 


shifted to WNEW. Fred Mears as- | 
Mutual | 


sistant to Lester Gottlieb, 
publicity head. 


Dorothy Whittington new secre- 


of the American Federation of La- 
bor. 


Fred H. Ford, commercial manager 
of local station WJNO, West Palm 
Beach, re-elected president of the 
Better Government League for third 
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EVANSVILLE 


Three promotion men from Indiana ready 
to go to market for you . . .“and how they 
can sell! Experience shows that they, like 
our other Stations, produce 
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York and previous to that was on 
ho Herald-Examiner ad staff here. 
| Edmonton, Alta.—Stewart Mac- 
| Kay, announcer with CJCA, Edmon- 
|} ton, has joined the staff of CJRC, 
Winnipeg, Man. 

' 


I —_— 








| Regina, Sask.—Exit of J. Lyman 
| Potts, production manager of CKCK, 
| Regina, for CKOC, Hamilton, Ont.., 
i caused shift of Lloyd Westmoreland 
| from spieler to program director 
and addition of continuity editor 
title to that of publicity director 
for Don MacMillan. 





Beaumont, Texas—Jack Neil has 
taken over the duties of general 
manager of KRIC here, having re- 
signed the same job with KPAC, 
Port Arthur, Texas, to make the 
change. KRIC is owned and op- 
erated by the Beaumont Enterprise 
& Journal. Neil had been with 
KPAC since last January. 

Along with Neil came G. L. Kirk, 
former commercial manager of 
KPAC, assuming the same job at 
KRIC. Joseph S. Trum shifts from 
continuity editor at KPAC to the 
same stint at KRIC, while Jack Alex- 
ander and Tony Chastain, also shift 
with Neil as announcers, 
} Donald Mitchell has 





| 
| 


resigned as 


tary for Alfred Wallenstein, 


WOR | successive term. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


J. B. Priestley’s radio talks to America from BBC, London, have been 
gathered up by Harper’s and will be published as a book...Margaret Cuth- 
bert of NBC very busy and worried last week, with mother in hospital 
(pneumonia) and ditto Alma Kitchell, who conducts NBC's ‘Brief Case’ 
program (gall bladder operation). 


Guy C, Hickok, NBC shortwave program director, off by clipper for 
month in South America....Eddie Cantor passed 10th radio milestone.... 
Jack Harris of WSM, Nashville, in N. Y. enroute to broadcast Vanderbilt- 
Princeton game (local station goes 1,000 miles for sports pickup—is that 
news? asks Harris)....Considerable gagging around Radio City when 
stooges in baseball garb began circulating in NBC’s front yard carrying 
portable radios tuned to the World’s Series and bearing signs ‘ask me the 
score via WOR’....Overseas Press Club passed an accolade to Edward 
Murrow, London rep of CBS, for the work he’s doing. ...Direct Mail Asso- 
ciation meantime presented NBC with two honorable mentions for the 
year....John Young, retiring radio director of the World’s Fair, promoted 
himself a trip to Japan....sails Nov, 11. 


Jerry Danzig, WOR publicity head, to Philadelphia to handshake radio 
eds....Dorothy Goodman p.a. for B. S. Bercovici’s lecture tour....Allen 
Kent new announcer for Dr. Henry Lee Smith’s ‘Where Are You From?’ 
series which went commercial last week....Ira Ashley, director of ‘Grand 
Central Station’ for the last year, stays with the show when it shifts from 
Listerine to Rinso bankrolling next month....Dave Driscoll, WOR special 
features director, named Advisory Committee for National Selective Ser- 
vice liaison to the New York radio stations....Hal James and Florence 
Sperl (Mrs. James), of the Compton agency radio staff, dude ranching at 
Great Barrington, Mass., for two weeks. 








IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


NBC is intent on selling Sam Hayes as a national football oracle. Call- 
ing his shots on the big games along the Coast for Mobilgas, his programs 
are waxed for sale beyond these confines. To date sales have been made 
to 33 stations in the midwest and east....Joe Parker, NBC producer, and 
Charles Smith, NBC artists service rep, gave up their appendixes last 
week....Don Lee bought Associated Press coverage for the chain, the first 
network deal closed along the Pacific by the news service. Deal calls for 
24-hour coverage for all 32 stations of the web....Signal Carnival starts its 
sixth year on NBC Nov. 10. Renewal came through last week....NBC 
department heads tossed a farewell luncheon to Charles Brown, called east 
for sales promotion of net’s managed and operated stations....Jack Runyon 
east for a new agency connection....Things are running in 12’s for Al 
Pearce. He observes his 12th year in radio Oct. 12 and the Mr. and Mrs. 
biz adds up to 12 years Oct. 11....Ed Holden (Frank Watanabe) and Irv- 
ing Brennan organized United Writers, Inc., to handle material for radio 
and pictures....Larry Milligan, account exec with Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, and W. R. Ramsey, radio director for Procter & Gamble, on deck for 
takeoff of Arch Oboler’s ‘Everyman’s Theatre’....Charles Burgman up 
from NBC page ranks to production staff of KDON, Monterey, Calif.... 
Jimmie Fidler’s radio deal blowing hot and cold. 








IN CHICAGO ... | 


Roswell Merritt leaves NBC here to join the Henri, Hurst & McDonald 
agency....Bob Elson will shift from baseball to football without a layoff, 
taking up collegiate play-by-play each Saturday for Ford Motors over WGN 
....Don Pontius switched from Mutual traffic to merchandising and sales 
....Dorothy Gregory joins cast of ‘Kitty Keene,’ Ian Keith, John Hodiak, 
Carlton Brickert join ‘Girl Alone’....Don Hancock goes to New York to 
handle announcing job on ‘The Goldbergs,’ and replaced here on ‘Step- 
mother’ by Carlton KaDell....Vivien Fridell and Lewis Krugman added 
to cast of ‘Helen Trent,’ with Pierre Andre back on the show as spieler.... 
J. Oren Weaver. WBBM-Columbia news chief, handling some speaking 
engagements around the midwest....Noel Gerson, WGN Talent Division | 
head, into New York. 








— 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


John Nelson, plucked from KLX to handle Folger’s ‘Best Buys’ on KSFO | 
because the sponsor liked his voice, has won another promotion, trekking 
south as producer with Raymond Morgan agency in Hollywood....KROW, 
only station to advertise in Oakland Post Enquirer’s special radio-electrical 
supplement this month, netted 8414 inches of free space and eight pix.... 
CBS and NBC each got 43 inches of copy with nine pix for CBS and eight 
for NBC....ali stations in area were represented save KLX, which was 
invited but didn’t respond....latter is owned by Oakland Tribune.... 
which explains why....KROW, indie, will use 1940-41 CBS ‘American 
School of the Air’ series again this year....NBC carrying heavy sked of 
pickups from annual Frisco Food Show in Civic Auditorium this week. 
During eight-day affair, fans will watch Benny Walker’s amateur hour, | 
Ricarto, Ernest Gill, Ann Holden, Ruth Sprage, Marigold Cassin and 
other air favs....Web also has full-time booth. 


Marie Houlahan, CBS press rep, likes to be different. Proved it this | 
week by tossing a stag party at her home at 2:30 a. m. Sunday (6). Odd 
hour was picked for convenience of her guest of honor, Claude Thornhill, 
whose band currently occupies the Mark Hopkins’ Peacock Court. 





| p.m. 
| ham, Peg La Centra, Johnny Gart. 


WGR Asks 5 Kw. 


Buffalo, Oct. 8. 
WGR asked the FCC last week for 
5,000 watts day and night on 550 ke 
in place of its present 5,000 watts 
daytime, 1,000 watts at night. Per- 
mit would move WGR’s transmitter 
from Tonawanda to Hamburg, N. Y. 
WEBR requested okay to deter- 
mine operating power by direct 

Measurement of antenna power. 
FCC okayed wish of Batavia, 
N. Y., group operating as Batavia 
Broadcasting Corp. to amend its ap- 
plication for a new station. Group 
had sought outlet on 640 kc, 250 
watts daytime, but will change that. 


Canada’s All-Year DST 
Complicates Schedules; 
Benny In, Church Out 


Montreal, Oct. 8. 

Church services over local gov- 
ernment station CBM have been 
eancelled to make way for the Jack 
Benny program. Due to daylight 
saving time still being in effect here, 
and with church services formerly 
occupying time from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
it was impossible for the government 
station to adjust schedules without 
losing one of the two ace U.S. shows 
coming into Canada. 

Splitting the 8 to 9 p.m. D.S.T. pe- 
riod here on the government station 
with Jack Benny will be the sensa- 
tionally successful ‘Let’s Face the 
Facts’ program which got its send- 
off by Dorothy Thompson. 

Church services went off the gov- 
ernment station for the first time in 
many years last week to make way 
for the Canadian Red Cross program. 

‘Information Please’ is another 
program which is no longer being 
heard here. Dropped from station 
CFCF schedule due to D.S.T. which 
gives Wrigley’s Treasure Trail pre- 
vious call on that period. ‘Info’ 
would have been lost to Canadian 
listeners anyhow due to new spon- 
sorship by ‘Lucky Strike’ which 
does not use Canadian outlets. 











Thousands Phone WJR, Detroit, Whe 





MINNEAPOLIS FOOTNOTE 


WLOL Asks WDGY ‘Is That Cricket, 
Old Boy?’ 








Minneapolis, Oct. 8, 

WLOL, local Mutual outlet, has a 
burn because WDGY, former Mutual 
| station, attempted to horn in on its 
‘exclusive’ world. series’ baseball 
coverage by announcing the games’ 
progress every 15 minutes. What’s 
more irksome is the fact that WDGY 
explained that the service is for the 
particular benefit of St. Paul listen- 
ers, intimating that the latter aren’t 


of power and wave length obstacles. 
What recourse, if any, WLOL has 


threatens to develop at least into a 
radio station spot. 

One-sheets were posted around the 
Twin Cities by WLOL, advertising 
the world series’ games broadcast. 
This is the first time a local station 
has done any posting for one of its 
ether attractions, previous advertis- 
ing having been confined in all in- 
stances to the newspapers. 


WIBX British Aid Show 


Utica, N. Y., Oct. 8. 

Program for the benefit of the 
British War Relief, aired over 
WIBX recently, has already drawn 
more than $500 in contributions for 
a mobile kitchen unit. Within a 
short time of the 60-minute broad- 
cast more tl.an 200 phone calls were 
handled by the station, with the 
phone company reporting many 
busy signals. 

Feature of the variety program 
was the description by Mrs. Elspath 
Skilbeck, recent British refugee 
mother, of conditions there when Fie 
left. 














Network Premieres This Week 





Wednesday, Oct. 9 ae ‘ 
Lever Bros. (Rinso), WABC-CBS, 8-8:30 p.m. ‘Big Town’ with Edward | Training Scheme in the west and the 


G. Robinson and Ona Munson. 
bur. Director, Thomas Freebairn 
Hookup, 73 stations. 


Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
Originates from Hollywood. 


Smith. 





Friday, Oct. 11 . : 
Dr. Earl S. Sloarf®(Liniment), WJZ-NBC, 9-9:30 p.m. ‘Gang Busters,’|toba, working with Mr. and Mrs. 


with Col. H. Norman Schwarzkopf and dramatic cast. 
| Originates from N. ¥. Hookup, 84 stations. 


Sunday, Oct. 13 


Hall Bros. (Hallmark Greeting Cards), WEAF-NBC, Sun., 4:15-4:30 p.m. | 
and Tuesday and Thursday, 1:15-1:30 p.m. 
Originates from 


Henri, Hurst & McDonald. 


stations. 


Chicago. Hookup, 32 





Tuesday, Oct. 15 - 
Charles Gulden (Mustard), WJZ-NBC, Tuesday and Thursday, 6:30-6:45 | Canada; Does Democracy Work Effi- 


Chase. 
stations. 


Announcer, Jack Costello. 


‘Gulden Serenaders,’ with Red Latham, Wamp Carlson, Guy Bon- 


Charles W. Hoyt. Producer, Frank 


Originates from N, Y. Hookup, 2) 





Thursday, Oct. 17 


Lewis-Howe Co. (NR’s), 


WJZ-NBC, 8:30-9 p.m. 


able to tune in on WLOL because | 


remains to be seen, but the incident | 


‘Love From a Stranger Is Fouled 


Detroit, Oct. 8. 

Lightning hit the Detroit Edison 
| power lines here at 8:26 p.m. Sunday 
(6) and caused a break in the Helen 
Hayes program coming through 
WJR. The emergency lines were 
brought in but before the rest of 
|the program was resumed it was 
| 8:28:20 p.m. and the program was 
in the signing-off stages. 

The program being aired had a 
mystery flavor, the suspense had 
been awful in ‘Love From a 
| Stranger,’ and there was the panting 

public—and the station—with no 
‘knowledge of how the thing turned 
out. 

For the next 15 minutes—and long” 
after—there was pandemonium in 
the studio. Upward of 500 telephone 
calls came in on how did ‘Love From 
a Stranger’ end and the succeeding 
hours brought the calls up into the 
thousands. Even office boys—on 
the short Sunday staff—were pressed 
into service on the telephone calls, 
mostly giving unsatisfactory answers 





'on how the solution was reached. 
|'They didn’t know the solution, either. 


The network teletype got hot ad- 
vising New York of where the pro- 
gram left off when the lightning hit. 
Engineers had been following and 
knew where the bolt blitzed the 
play. The teletype finally came 
back With the dialog from the last 
few minutes of the play. 


DEMOCRACY IS 
THEME OF CBC 
SERIES 








Warwick & Legler. 


‘Tony Wons Radio Scrapbook.’ | 


‘Fame and Fortune,’ 


Winnipeg, Oct. 8. 
A new series under the title ‘Chale 
| lenge to Youth’ started on the Cana- 
| dian Broadcasting Corp. October 9 
| at 8:30 p.m., CST. Series has been 
arranged by the CBC in cooperation 
| with the Dominion-Provincial Youth 


Producer, Crane Wil- | Canadian Association for Adult Ed- 


| ucation. Programs will alternate be- 
tween Winnipeg and Toronto, with 
Bruce Moorehead, director of the 
Community Youth Centers for Mani- 


John Craig for the western end, 
| Series will last until January 22, ac- 
| cording to present plans, with a re- 
| cess for Christmas. 

Topics to be covered are: The 
Summons; How the Wheels Go 
Round; What Has Democracy Done 
|for Us and What Have Totalitarian 
Countries Done to Their Youth?; 
How We Govern Ourselves in 


ciently?; Freedom for Whom? To Do 
What?; How Can We Serve De- 
mocracy?; conomic Security—Is It 
| Possible?; If Democracy Goes, What 
| Then?; Can We Make Good?; Can 
Democracy Give Us a Square Deal?; 
Why Plan for the Future?; Youth 


with Tommy Dorsey's Orchestra, Connie Haines, Frank Sinatra, Pied | Responds. 


Pipers and guest, Ruth Lowe. 
Hookup, 95 stations. 


Stack-Goble. 


Originates from New York. 


| Listening groups are being urged 
'by the CBC. 
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VARIETY 
‘UNION NOW’ 


%} RADIO 


Describe American College Football 











| 
| 
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Nazi Films Pall Latins 























| Merger Idea (U. S. and England) 
( me | S ni h fF s A ' | a Continued from page 3 
a 5 pa 5 or 0. merica ‘Union Now,’ weekly discussion | stated that the labor movement here , Roberto M. Ortiz, heads the organi- 


is tinged with Communistic dogma | zation, which is a kind of National 
| d the British | the Mexicans have not been able to | Board of Review. It operates loosely 
|between the U. S. and the Britis / stomach the Moscow deal with Ber-| as do similar groups in other Souih 
|Empire, currently airing OVeI) jin and stand aloof from that section | American countries. Idea is if thece 
| WMCA, New York, and by short- of the ‘party line.” In any event the | is a kick the public will yell, so wiyy 
wave.over WRUL, Boston, is now | combination of Mexican worker and |get excited in advance. Nothing 
being recorded and for placement| middie class distaste for Hitlerism } even remotely resembling a Hays of- 
|over other ‘stations as a sustainer. | makes the German film distrib’s | fice exists here. 


+ series pushing the plan for a union 











Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 
Perhaps for the first time in radio 
history a college football game was 
tired in Spanish to South America 
last Saturday (5) over WCAB, Co- 


| 

Old Gold’s WLW Loca | 
Cincinnati, Oct. 8. 

Old Gold cigarettes has inaugu- 

rated a series of Tuesday and Thurs- 





lumbia Broadcasting Company’s in- 
ternational station operated by, 
WCAU here. The first contest was, 
the game between the University of 
Pennsylvania and the University of 


Maryland. Every game on the Penn > 
schedule will also be aircast on the. 
short-waver, according to Kenneth | 

W. Stowman, WCAB director. 
“ The play-by-play was handled by | 
Adrian Rubio and Alfonso Luis, | 
Spanish sports commentators. Be- 
fore the actual game started Rubio 
gave a 30-minute explanation of the 
intricacies of the grid game. This 
will be a regular feature of the} 
Spanish sportscasts, Stowman said. | 

In addition to the Saturday broad- 
cast WCAB will air two 15-minute | 
sports programs each week to fur- 
ther explain football rules and prin- 
cipals. The program is part of the 
outlet’s Pan-American goodwill pro- | 
gram. 


FORD ONE-TIMER 


TO SO. AMERICA | 
VIA CBS 


} 











Ford Motor Co., Columbia Broad- 
easting. and various South American 
consuls and personages in New 
York, will combine Saturday night 
(12) to beam a shortwave broadcast | 
at South America. An idea of the 
Ford outfit, airing will run a full} 
hour, 8-9 p.m. as a good will thing | 
and is to emanate from the Ford 
Bldg. at the New York World's Fair. | 
Car makers have bought the Enric | 
Madriguera band, which will be en- | 
larged to 22 people, for the show. | 

Ford is not sponsoring the pro-| 
gram. The only thing that it actu- 
ally is paying for is the band. It 
had been hoped that CBS’ regular 
net would pick up at least 15 min-| 
utes of the proceedings, but that’s 
unlikely. 

Madriguera at first frowned on 
playing the date, but changed his 
mind when he found out it would 
reach the Argentine, his home ter- 
ritory. He will debut a new com- 
position of his own titled ‘Pan Amer- 
ican Way.’ 


Yves Bourrassa Quits 

CKAC, Biondi Steps In 

Montreal, Oct. 8. 

Yves Bourrassa, program director ! 
of station CKAC for many years, has 
resigned to join Radio Program Pro- | 
ducers in an executive capacity. 

Ferdinand Biondi, musical director, 
has been placed in charge of pro-| 
gram production at CKAC with 
Pierre Goulet, formerly at CHLP, to 
ASSIS1. 


Show is bankrolled over WMCA by) problem a thankless one. Even at 
the ‘Union Now’ sponsoring setup, | practically giveaway terms bookings 
Clearing Center for Union Now. ‘are few and infrequent. 


day 7:30 to 7:45 p.m. musicals on 
WLW, employing talent from the 
Crosley staff. 


DETROIT FORD DEALERS 


| whipping up the local interest to a 


Stations that have already signed 
to take the series as sustainers in- | 
clude KSRO, Santa _ Rosa, 
KOVC, Valley City, N. D.; WCOV, 
Montgomery, Ala.; 


Bill Stoess directs the orchestra. 
Vocals by Jack Fulton, tenor; 
Thrasher Sisters, harmony trio, and 
Jim Wilbur and His Swing Sextet. 





WELI, New Haven, and WBRB, Red 
Bank, N. J. Speakers on the series 


include Andre Maurois, es > 
TOE FD ee 
— alderston. 





Detroit, Oct. 8. 
In sponsoring ethering of the De- 
troit Lions, pro football team here, 
Ford Motor Dealers is picking up 
plenty of extra radio blurbing. This 


town gets hot about its sport events 
with the Tigers’ recent triumphs 


Biz So Good 
Sales Manager 


peak. 


Whenever any of the Lion stars 
is guested on other programs he 
is identified as ‘appearance through 
the courtesy of Ford Motor Dealers.’ 
This counts up to plenty of added 
free mentions with the sports celebs 
being called for personal appear- 
ances on all sort of programs. 


Harry Wismer returned to the air 
to again broadcast Lions regular 


os 


Schenectady, N. ¥., Oct. 8. 

The return from NBC to Gen- 
eral Electric of WGY is 
| some personnel changes. Alan Tay- 
games for the Ford dealers over | °* and John Howe were dropped 
WJR. He has done the chore for | from the sales staff. Alex McDon- 
several years. University of Michi- | ald, for some time in charge of pro- 
gan games come in here via WWJ | motion, will probably handle sales 





ri ' ili: i <a A F 

with Paul Williams doing the an-| work and promotion will revert to 
nouncing. Sponsor of these broad- the GE publicity b 

casts is the Automobile Club of | ‘"¢ “™ Publicity bureau. 


Michigan, | 
| ager for several years, there being | 
iso much demand for time and so 
|little available that one was not 
jneeded. Personnel cut in sales de- 


| partment is a sign that no Jessening 
Suburban Plant Since 1923) in clamor for time is anticipated. 


‘WHAT WOULD YOU D0?’ 
IN FRENCH VERSION 


Montreal, Oct. 8. 
‘What Woyld You Do’ in French 
(Crown Brand-Canada Starch) be- 





KYW TO 50.000 WATTS 


WIBG, 








Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 
The Federal Communications Com- 
mission last Wednesday (2) okayed 
the petition of KYW to increase its 
power 10,000 to 50,000 watts. 
The new wattage will put KYW on 
the par with WCAU, at present the | 


only 50 kw. station in the Philly | gins over station CKAC this week 
Officials of the station said) with Marcel Baulu, Pierre Ranger 
would probably take from three | and Cyril Delage handling queries, 
weeks to a month before technical | m.c.ing and announcements. 

changes .¢ uld be completed to the| Marcel Baulu also spotted for the 
KYW transmitter in Whitemarsh to Lipton Tea script show ‘Le Vieux 
permit broadcasting at 50,000 watts. Maitre d’Ecole’ 51. 

E. H. Gager, plant manager, thinks master) which 
the new wattage will increase government 
KYW ’s listening area to include an layoff 
additional million in 15 counties of} ~ —~ 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Dela- | 
ware. 

Another station to step up its| 
power is WIBG, Glenside, a Philly | 
suburb. The station, operated since | 
1925 at 100 watts, went up to 1,000| Tuscola, Ill., Oct. 8. 
watts beginning yesterday (Mon.).| WDZ has added Dr. L. D. LeGear 
Band leader Glen Gray threw the | Medicine Co., the Northwestern 


switch at ceremonies opening the| 
. | Yeas Jni iscui 
ae Secnenatthen. east Co. and the Union Biscuit Co. 
| to its list. 





from 
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The proprietary drug account is 
| using Paul Groves, staff artist; the 
| yeast outfit, three 15-minute musical 
| disc periods a week and the biscuit 
|mixer, the transcribed serial, ‘Betty 
| and Bob.’ 


XEFI,. Chihuahua, Ups 


Chihuahua, Mex., Oct. 8. 
Success during nine years of oper- 
ation has inspired radio station XEFI 
here (capital of Chihuahua state) to 
expand its power and scope. Wiil go 


Station has thrived by selling Chi- | 


radio to get publicity across to re- 





Winnipeg, Oct. 8. 

The Prairie Region office of the | 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has | 
just started issuing a new type of 
Schedule. Previous to this date all | 
skeds have been done up in the. 
mimeograph style. 

Latest, a copy of that sent out from | 
the Toronto office, is a 16-page job | 
printed on slick stock complete with | 

‘cuts and stories included. 





NBC 
RED 
NETWORK 


AR Station 


Cal.; | 
is 
WKBZ. Muske- to icy silence, have practically boy- 


gont, Mich.; WARM, Scranton, Pa.; | 


Not Needed 


bringing | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(The Old School- | 


to 1,000 watts the end of this month. | 
huahua advertisers on the value of , 


mote mining and cattle folks. | 


Canadians Improve Publicity | 


Applaud U. S. Pix 


Mexican audiences, always demon- 
trative, from roof-raising applause 
cotted totalitarian pix. Newsreels 
and Italian sequences, though there 
is no official ban on Nazis or Fascist 
pix. 

Frequently of late American fea- 
tures have been accorded cordial ap- 
plause. It is not always given Mexi- 
can pix, several of which have flop- 
ped badly of late. Excepting for a 
few French releases which are fairly 
well liked, and fewer Mexicans, Hol- 
lywood has it pretty much its own 
way down here at present. 

Mexico has a new eagerness to 
build up friendship with the UV. S. 
A party of leading manufacturers is 
soon to go to the U. S. in quest of 
more biz via personal appearances 
and contact. This group is also to 
visit Canada. These businessmen 
are convinced that their best foreign 
sales bets now are the U. S. and the 
Dominion, : 


U.S. Influence Still 


Strong In So. America 


By RAY JOSEPHS 

Buenos Aires, Oct. 8. 
Hollywood, seen the South Ameri- 
|can way, is still the strongest in- 
| fluence South American 





in 


WGY has not staffed a sales man- | inroads in getting Berlin-bossed films 


to the public, they 


have done little 


or nothing to get their propaganda 
j}into locally-made products. 
There are plenty of Germans 


| working in studios here, but as in 
| California, most of them are ref- 
|ugees, World-lead held by U. S. 
| films is too good an example for 
| local makers to ignore. Majority*of 
| those with any power are Argen- 
tines. They know the taste, what 
|can and can’t be done and stick 
pretty close to a pattern of following 
the U. S. lead with their own in- 
terpretations, 

Only taboos are incidents that 
should show to disadvantage any- 
thing about the native of another 
country. Poking fun at officialdom 
—say a comic cop—or at patriotism 
is also on the strictly out list. 

Year ago a film called ‘Three 
Argentines in Paris’ was released. 
It gave a good natured razz to the 
long-standing custom of rich cattle- 





had pesos to splash around. Not 
only was it stopped, but the incident 
led to a duel, 
be remade. 
Historical Films 
Historical films are also often 
touchy because there have been few 
countries south of the border that 
have not taken potshots at one an- 
other at some time. The Institute 
| Cinematografico, headed by Senator 
Sanchez Sorrondo, only govern- 
menter to vote against the recently- 
| offered resignation of ill President 





have been largely pruned of German | 


pix. | 
| While the Nazis have been making | 


men heading for France when they | 


Opera finally had to} 


Influence of the Catholic church is 
greater in South America than in the 
States. Presidents of most countries 
must be Catholics and no producer 
would dare take a chance on any- 
thing that would offend. 

Trying to judge public taste isn’t 
the kind of job it is in the States. 
Only one director, Dick Harlan, 
born in Peru of U. S. parents, and 
formerly in Hollywood, has used 
sneak previews. For a long time, 
nationally-made films couldn't even 
get into first-run houses. Now, along 
Calle Lavalle, where there are 25 
houses in two blocks, half are fea- 
turing local pix. Draw is. still 
stronger back in the interior, 

Directors 


Since directors are the most im- 
portant individuals on local lots, an 
examination of the leaders is worth 





study. Most directors here are self- 
made. Theatre grads or first in- 
terested through financial connec- 


tions, they preserve their indepen- 
dence and have a close eye on the 
boxoffice. Many admit that they 
know more about the public than 
pix-making. Idea is to get the point 
across, not to be bothered with too 
much technique or novelty. 
Directors are usually hired on one- 
year contracts to do three or four 
pix. Oldtimers compare many an- 
gles—personal and otherwise—with 
Hollywood of 15 to 18 years .ago 
Less thinking about shooting skeds 
or budget limitations although 
money-saving shortcuts are the rule. 





Most important directors are 
Luis Cesar Amadori, Carlos Bor- 
cosque, Dick Harlan, Francisco 
Mujica, Manuel Romero, Luis 


Saslavsky and Mario Soficci. 

On the technical side, best known 
of the U. S. trained film people here 
is Bob Roberts, for years in charge 
of the special effects department at 
Paramount and now director of 
photography and in charge of special 
| effects at Pampa Film. John Alton 
| who was here for several years 1S 
also rated high. 

(Another of a series on the South 
American motion picture industry.) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 





British Writers 


Continued from page 3 











who has been here for some time 
He wrote the original story of ‘Hold 
on to Your Hats’ (Shubert, N.Y.) 
and collects royalties. Book was re- 
vised by Eddie Davis and Matt 
Brooks. Another visiting English 
author who formerly figured promi- 
|nently on Broadway is Frederick 
| Lonsdale, while Noel Coward has 
| been on this side for the past six 
months on a British military mis- 
sion. 





That some London managers may 
become active on Broadway is a 
possibility, George W. Lattimore 
having announced ‘Color Blind’ for 
presentation. Play, described as a 
sociological drama, was written by 
Mary MacMahon. It will have a 
‘musical underscore’ by Duke Elling- 
' ton, 
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e « ? 
Co-op Programs Commissionable, ea = F CC Agrees to Revise Questions 
vot U anity, | eDer ells Muttial aescos rpc csc Station App icants Must Answer 
: | ,nual placing of spot business last 
| | | week through the Caples agency. 
z It's the usual minute announce- 
‘ Mutual affiliates were informed GULDEN SHOW BACK | ments with the number per week WHO, Des Moines, heensiail Washington, Oct. 8. 
» last week in a memorandum from | Stepping up as the Christmas season Victory for both standard and FM 
y Fred Weber, Mutual general man-| Pes LaCentra Again Heads Revue ew | | factions in the broadcasting indus 
: ager, that his office expected to re- For Hoyt Agency | Des Moines, Oct. 8. | try was assured Thursday (3) by 
; ceive the customary network com-| The Gulden Mustard ee | WEO, Des Moines, new biz: Perrgerengectn be er gl on 
5 mission on time charges in connection twice-weekly 15-minute variety show | Pitts urn, Ford Dealers Advertising Fund <1: of idea pee with eet 
2 with cooperative programs. Weber | Which returns to NBC blue (WJZ) | through McCann-Erickson, 19 an-| sentative industry groups. Blanks 
; wrote that he wanted to clear up Fag Ae goed Pints, mf poids an “nouncements of 100 words each. | will be modified so the regulators 
r any misunderstanding that might | eis tein, Sales cian elt-te ois Household Magazine of Topeka, | can get Sapnntint information with- 
- have developed on this issue among | 1g out unnecessarily burdening appli- 
Mutual affiliates off-the-line recording. Its first air- |Presba, Fellers & Presba, Chicago, onuhe 
“y m t,’ stated |1mg will be the following Tuesday for nine periods of five minutes each | . : 
. vou appreciate che sect, me ,. | (22) and it will continue to be the : : ; vs While the questions are being re- 
* Weber’s memo, ‘that these coopera (Ken Houchins, yodeling drifter), | phr: d th 
: ‘ h heard Tuesdays-Thursd th | phrased and the amount of data cut 
“de , the time of |S00w heard Tuesdays-Thursdays the 0 a e , | pars au 
\, tive programs require 3 reek N b and three periods of 15 minutes each | down, the Commish announced that 
4 our sales representatives, and the en- | P™evious week over NBC blue. ' be i yee led 
i tire organization in dealing with the Talent lineup remains virtually the (Ken Houchins and Zelda Scott). er answers wi ° accepte 
producers of cooperative programs, |54mée, with Peg LaCentra, the Seren- Bunte Bros. Presba, Fellers & | wa wesc ‘a ie ae “a 
n advertising agencies, as well as re- aders (Red Latham, Wamp Carlson, Pittsburgh, Oct. 8. |Presba, Chicago, for 38 announce-| required. If the general replies are 
Sout ll inf tion to stations.|GUY Bonham) and Johnny Gart. : ke A : ) . 
4 aying a a Sten tel full ff ts Only change will be Jack Costello as | Hearst station WCAE has landed !ments of 100 words each and 39 not sufficient, further inquiry will 
, } ° ° 
5 rage nae re ae dae announcer in place of Hjerluff ‘another new _ department store | periods of five minutes each (Harold | | be made. 
1 for each station. Thus, as much time | PTOvensen. Richard Pratt is produc-| account. Bankroller is Frank & |Goodman as “Tommy Tinker’). 
and effort is devoted to cooperatives ing for the Charles W. Hoyt agency. | Seder’s, which has taken Ed Koren’s | A. A, Schneiderhahn Co. Des) Jing Fonda’s Coast Upping 
as to any other commercial. ; ‘Kroen-O-Scope’ for duration of grid | Moines, through Son de Regger & | Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
" Ford Sh Und | season. Program hits the air every hesniay Des Moines, for annownce- | Jim Fonda, producer of Hedda 
n  ccsaianensmeinienenssensmsoaipasesaasdneetessad OW ey 'Saturday afternoon for 15 minutes /ments of 65 words each and for 11 | yopper program for Lord & Thomas, 
h at 2:30 and will give up-to-the-min- | periods of 15 minutes each (farmj|has been named supervisor of all 
E » * ute news on football scores, along news). |radio shows out of the Los Angeles 
ection | With a re-creation of famous plays in| Vick Chemical Co., through Morse |L & T office. Thomas Conrad Saw- 
= gridiron history. |International, New York, for 52 | yer comes over from KHJ to look 
c | Handling play-by-play account of | periods of 15 minutes each (Sunset | after the Sunkist show. 
, all home University of Pittsburgh | Roundup). Agency has agreed to a two-weeks 
, n a C games again for Atlantic Refining | Geppert Studios, Des Moines, | New York origination for the Hop- 
. will be Woody Wolf, who did the through Coolidge Advertising, Des | per program so the columnist can 
. same chore last season. He’s being | Moines, for 26 periods of five minutes | visit friends and see the Broadway 
- assisted by James Murray, WCAE |each (Ken Houchins), | shows. 


. “The Blue Ribbon 
: Station in the Blue 
» Ribbon Market of 


» the Great South!’ 


is Largest railroad center and 
h largest telephone center in 
) the Southt ! 


center in the World! 


Third American city in air- 


‘4 mail volume and service, 
) excelled only by New York 
tt and Chicago ! 

sh 


i- Over 1,800 of Nation’s lead- 


ATLANT 


jred net also via WOW on Monday | 


Third largest telegraph 


Omaha, Oct. 8. 

| Omaha city-wide food show this 
year sponsored by retail merchants 
|}and staged by Station WOW closed 
Saturday night (5) with every night 

but Wednesday registering terrific- 
ally at the gate. Whole show this 
year took on a radio complexion 
owing to shift here of several radio 
units. 
cast of the Akla Seltzer 
|Barn Dance, 





including Hoosier Hot 
| Shots, staged “The Hay Loft Gang’ at 
the auditorium Saturday night, going 
out over the red net via WOW at 
| 8. ‘Truth or Consequences’ quiz 
show went out over the red net from 
here 7:30 to 8 and later at 10°30 p.m. 
Avalon Show Boat went over the 


night, Dick Todd, warbler, and Del 
| King, announcer, remaining for a 
| couple of extra days. Another ace 
attraction was the daily cooking 
school conducted by George Rector 
famous restaurateur. 

Louis Kavan, secretary of the In- 
| dependent Retail Grocers and Meat 
Dealers association, said the show 
broke all previous attendance marks. 
These ranged from 2,500 on open- 
ing night, taking jump to around 
3,000 to 4,000 in the middle of the 
week, 4,500 Friday and nearly 6.000 
closing night Saturday. Admission 
was 10c afternoon and 25c at night. 


CANCELS LICENSE OF 
BEN McGLASHAN 


Washington, Oct. 8. 
Deletion of high frequency broad- 
cast stations W6XKG and W6XRE, of 
Los Angeles, 


. ing business organizations 
ix have branches in Atlanta’ 
“i for manufacturing or ware- | 
ay housing and distributing | 
k. purposes ! 

“ And in Atlanta is 

hs 


- | WAGA 


‘with Primary Coverage 
figures showing 


9,780 


Radio ib in who can. 
and do listen to 


WAGA 












tion in the Blue Ribbon 
Market of the South ! 


| * * * 


Nationally Represented 
By JOHN BLAIR & CO. 








the NBC Blue Ribbon Sta-. 


| ROTA AACA ET 


by the Commish. Failure 
comply with FCC regulations 
|supply proof that he contemplated a 
| program of research and experimen- 
ltation which would meet with Com- 
mish approval led to denial of the 
Californian’s application for renewals 
of license for his transmitters. 

W6XEG operated on 25,950 ke with 
1 kw and W6XRE used the 350,000 kc 
ribbon with 500 watts. 


CJRC, Winnipeg, Shows 
Winnipeg, Oct. 8 

CJRC, Winnipeg, has launched a 
| hive talent onslaught during the 
morning hours. Current jis ‘Good 
Morning, Neighbor,’ conducted by 
Stuart MacKay, new mikeman from 
CJCA, Edmonton, with an orchestra 
under direction of Bill Wilson, sta- 
tion musical director. Singer is 
Ralph Wickberg, tenor. 

Station program director, Eddie 
| Houston, is planning others for later 
introduction. This station was last 
locally to use live talent to any ex- 
tent during morning when they had 
‘Sunny Boys,’ corn group with Jack 
Thompson, m.c., on for a _ season. 
This was built up to big local attrac- 
tion and then dropped for monetary 
reasons. Station has since come un- 
der wing of Taylor, Pearson & Car- 
son group. 








More than 20 members of the | 
National | 


press agent and sports announcer, 





NEW MONTREAL BIZ 


Underwood Sponsors Pianist—Med- 
icinals Placing Contracts 








Montreal, Oct. 9. 

Ernest Seitz, Canadian pianist, 
turns to his Sunday afternoon re- 
citals for Underwood-Elliott-Fisher 
(typewriters) over Canadian Mar- 
coni station CFCF 
| 26-week booking, 

Meantime rew commercials 
station CFCF include spot carn} 
by Dr. Williams Laboratories (N.Y.)}, 
Lambis Furs, ExLax Co. of Canada, 
Solo Beverages. 

St. Lawrence Starch 
CFCF with daily sportscast 
Connell Eastman Agency) while 
Groves Laboratories (Bromoqui- 
nine) will use ‘Musicale’ Mon. 
through Fri. 


New Station (WIZE) Due 
For Springfield, Ohio 





returns to 


was ordered last week | 
of Ben S. | 
| McGlashan, owner of the stations, to | 
and | 


Springfield, O., Oct. 8. 

Charles Sawyer, Cincinnati attor- 
ney and prominent in State Demo- 
cratic circles, who owns controlling 
interest in WING, Dayton, and Ron- 
ald B. Woodyard, general manager 
of WING, have been elected | presi- 
dent and vice-president, respectively 
of the Radio Voice of Springfield, 
Ince 

Company recently granted a con- | 
struction permit for a ne ation 
here, to have the call letters WIZE 

10 7 FCC Lawyers 
Washington, Oct. 8 

Ten more budding rad yarristers 
made their debut last week when the 
FCC approved their applicat ‘4 
practice before it. Swelling the 
ang , 
nay soon |} é 
various Commish hearing rooms to 
accommodate the professio! ewe 
attorneys are: 

Raymond A. Bartlett and Henry 
Mayer, New York; Doyle Willis and | 
Delbridge L.. Givvs, Dallas, Tex.; | 
Eugene Best, Riverside, Calif.; Clif- 
ton W. Brannon, Toccoa, Ga.; Walter 
East Hempstead, Jr., Los 


i\Samuel Jacobs,- Albany, N. a 
George H. Leonard, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and Richard Arthur 
Cincinnati. 


WCAU OPENS AT 5 A.M. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 
Beginning Monday, Oct. 14, WCAU 
will begin its broadcasting day at 5 
a.m. instead of its usual 6 a.m. tee- 


off. The eye-opener hour will be de- | 


voted to an hour of transcribed 


hillbilly music bankrolled by Con- | 


solidated Drug Trade Products. 


| The new schedule will give WCAU | 
a broadcast day of 21 hours, longest | 


! 


jin the station’s 12-year history. 


Tee | 


this week on a 


over | 
aigns | 


(Me- | 


Angeles; 
Y . 


Ruppert, | 
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 LET’s DISCUSS THE PRESENT 








: *“Let’s Discuss The News” —that’s the pro- 
Zi gram’s title. As presented daily on KMOX, by 
| Josephine Halpin, it has become St. Louis’ fa- 


vorite program of news fromthe feminine angle. 


* Let’s discuss Josephine Halpin—cshe’s the in- 
terviewer of the great and near-great; she re- 
ports present happenings; she dashes off to 
the Derby and Mardi Gras and to wherever 


news of interest to women is in the making. 


* Let’s discuss her record in radio—two long- 
time sponsors of KMOX top off a 6-year career 
in radio. St. Louis Dairy Company (for 3 
years) and John Morrell Company (for 30 
weeks) found the combination of KMOX and 


Mrs. Halpin to be tremendously productive. 


* Let’s discuss KMOX~— proved by survey after 
survey to be far and away first among all St. 
Louis stations in popularity, in listeners and 
in dealer influence. KMOX offers, subject to 

“Let’s Discuss the News”, 


prior sale, now 


available daytime 3 or 6 times per week. 


Want more details? 


KMOX 50,000 WATTS + THE VOICE OF ST. LOUIS 


Owned and operated by C.BS. Represented by 
Radio Sales with offices in New York, Chicago, De- 
troit, Charlotte, N. C., San Franciseo, Los Angeles. 
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BEST BUY IN ST. LOUIS RADIO 
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N. Y. Unchanged, But Natl. Spot 
Still on Upbeat With 1.6% Gain 





Very little change in the Gotham 
picture this time. National spot busi- | 


ness, which has poured in heftily all 
through the final part of summer and 
early. fall, continues once more to 
exhibit a rising tendency, albeit the 
increase is less than 2%. Local and 
network units remain unchanged. 


WHN: Lutheran Laymen’s League, 
through Kelly, Stuhlman & Zahrnat, 
Inc., ‘The Lutheran Hour,’ series of 
weekly half-hour programs for 26 
weeks; Local Loan Company, through 
George H. Hartman, sports talks by 
Jimmy Powers, 15-minute programs 
for 13 weeks; Mission Bell Wines, 
‘Jimmy Powers,’ renewed for 14 
weeks; Musterole Company, through 
Erwin, Wasey, station-break an- 
nouncements for 26 weeks; American 
Writing Machine Company of New 
York, through Leeford Advertising 
Agency, 13-week contract for station- 
break announcements; Twin City 
Shellac Company (Dan-Dee Floor 
Polish and Dan-Dee Floor Wax), 
through Devine Advertising Agency, 
spot announcements, 50 weeks; 
Beecham Pills, Inc., through Ather- 
ton & Currier, Inc., 52-week contract 
for nine 15-minute periods weekly; 
Famous Furriers, through Midtown 
Advertising Agency, 22 quarter-hour 
periods weekly for 52 weeks; Empire 
Gold Buying, through Friend Adver- 
tising, renewed contract for 19 sta- 
tion-break announcements weekly; 
Railway Express Agency, Inc., 
through The Caples Company, sta- 
tion-break announcements, 36 spots. 

WMCA: Dawn Publishers, Inc., 
through Blackstone Co., 52-week 
contract over WMCA, New York. 
and WIP, Philadelphia; National 
Home Products, Inc., ‘Know Your- 
self, character analysis program, 
three times weekly, 52-week con- 
tract Federation Bank and Trust 
Company, through Redfield-John- 
stone, Inc., participation in ‘Rise and 
Whine,’ four-week contract; Fair- 
month Creamery Comp. ny, through 
Plaza Advertising Agen y, partici- 
pation in Ida Bailey Allen’s Home- 
makers, 52-week contract; Reid, Mur- 
dock & Company, through Rogers 
and Smith, 52-week contract for 100- 
word announcements; Wholesale 
Utilities, through Klinger Advertis- 


ing Corp., participation in Ida Bailey | 


Allen’s Homemakers, four-week con- 
tract; Hotel St. George, Brooklyn, 
renewal in ‘Rise and Whine’ for 10 
programs, 

WNEW: 


United Television Insti- 





‘Music | 
‘Dance 


tute, 15 minutes daily on 
Hall,” 15 minutes daily on 
Parade,’ 10 minutes on ‘Sunday 
‘Music Hall,’ 13-week contract; At- 
lantic Refining Company, through 
N. W. Ayer & Son, from two-hour 
games from Louisville, Ky., Newark- 
Louisville (Little World Series); 
Macfadden Publications, Inc., True 
Detective mysteries through Joseph 
Katz Company, 15 announcements 
weekly on ‘Milkman’'s Matiness,’ two 
weeks, 

‘Passing Parade,’ recorded tab 
revue for Silver Cup bread (Gordon 
Baking) now heard over WABC, 


| pendent 


Local Units Zoom 
10% in Salt Lake; 
Other Categories OK 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 8. 

Local business outdistanced other 
fields during the past week, but the 
general picture remains dazzling, 
with stations reporting the heaviest 
schedules in history. The past week 
saw the return of several ‘old-timers’ 
to KSL after the summer lay-off. 
Biggest boost to the local boom was 
the Utah Power and Light contract 
with KSL for 26 quarter-hours, and 
Granite Furniture contract for 800 
fifty-word announcements. 

KDYL: L. H. Strong, Hudson Deal- 
er, 11 quarter-hour programs; Inde- 
Coal Co., 100 tie-in an- 
nouncements; Beau Brummell Cafe, 
100 fifty-word announcements; Lu- 








WEAF and WNEW, New York, sub- 
stitutes WOR for WEAF beginning 
next Monday (14). It will continue 
over WABC and WNEW. Identical | 
shows, with John Nesbitt, are heard | 
the same @ay over the three stations. | 
Programs are recorded on the Coast. | 
One of earliest-morning commer- 
cial, in New York City, has been 
signed by WOR. It’s a 6-6:30 a.m. | 
récorded hillbilly show locally Mon- | 
days through Saturdays, starting 
next week (14). Talent is the Pick- 
ard family. Sponsor is Consolidated 
Rug Trade Products, Inc., and the 
agency is Benson & Dall, Chicago. 


Oct. 5 Compared to Sept. 28 


} 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
150 11,288 7,064 18,502 
150 11,283 6,955 18,388 

* aft +1.6% +0.6% 





*No change. 
(included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WQXR) 





DES MOINES UP 


National Units Off Due to B.B.—Web 
and Local Strong 


Des Moines, Oct. T. 
National and local spot units in- 
creased rapidly last week, with drop 
in national spot due to end of the 
baseball season. 


Oct. 5 Compared to Sept. 28 | 























Network Local National Total 
Units Uaits Spot Units Units 
7,985 3,189 3,152 14,326 
7,031 2,891 3,838 13,760 

+-13.6% +10.3° —17.9% +4.1% 

(included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





| 


den’s, through J. M. Mathes, 80 
announcements; J. G. MeDonald, 
Inc., 52 fiftv-word announcements; 


Utah Nurserymen’s Association, 33 
fifty-word announcements; Packard 
Motors, through Young & Rubicam, 
15 announcements. 

KSL: Granite Furniture Company, 





800 fifty-word announcements; Utah | 


Power & Light Company, 26 quarter- 


. nore . ‘*afe. | P 
hour programs; Beau Brummel Cafe, | 4), season, four stations took a dip 


104 fifty-word announcements; 
Spring Canyon Coal, 52 fifty-word 
announcements; Grant E. Hayes, Inc. 
(Studebaker distributor) 25-word 
spot series; Democratic State Com- 
mittee, 10 quarter-hour programs 
and six 10-minute programs; Repub- 
lican State Committee, series of 50- 
word announcements; Wm. Wise 
Company, through Northwest Radio, 
series of five-minute announcements. 


Oct. 5 Compared to Sept. 28 











Network Local National 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,961 2,777 604 10,342 
6,591 2.519 560 9,670 
4+-56% +10.2% +79% +-6.9% 
(included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





SAN ANTONIO 
BIZ SPOTTY 


San Antonio, Oct. 8. 
Units {in all departments continue 
at an even pace here, with the World 
Series adding to network totals and 





| week-end football games on all sta- 


former | 


Des Moines—Gene Dodt, 
news 


Neb., has joined news staff of WHO 
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ALLE-E-Z ses «ss OOP goes WSAI’s sales volume. 


For 


example, in 1938, during time- 


change week, WSAI’s business totalled 


88 quarter hours. 


- 








= 











In 1939, same week, 


rose to 176. And THIS year WSAI’s 


| it 

A total quarter hours jumped 68% over 
last year, making WSAI second only 
to WLW in Cincinnati in total business. | 


SAI 


CINCINNATI'S 
OWN STATION 


Represented by 


Internationgl 
Radio Sales 





‘| weekly 
ries with Elliott Roosevelt and ‘Wife | 


tions adding to the totals. Loss will 


editor at KGKY, Scottsbluff, |). noticed next week with the thrice-| 


‘America Looks Ahead’ se- 


vs. Secretary’ dropping off of the 
Texas State Network. 

WOAI: National Toilet Co. (Na- 
dinola Cosmetics), ,through Roche, 
Williams & Cunnyngham, one-min- 
ute once daily, Monday through 
Friday; renewal, Staffels Products, 
two per day, direct; Hinds Honey 
and Almond Cream (Lehn & Fink 


| day through Wm. Esty; Ex-Lax, 
ithrough Joseph Katz, 44 one-min- 
te spots from Sept. 30 to Nov. 29 
| and another contract for one year to 
| be used as ordered; Mentholatum Co., 
| one-minute spot, six per week, 52 

times, through Dillard Jacobs; re- 
| newal, Plough, Inc., through Lake- 


| Spiro-Shurman) 600 announcements, 


}seven per week; No Third Term 
|Democrats, through TQN, 15 thir- 
teen-minute programs, three per 


week; Walkers Austex Chile, through 


! 





|| United Broadcasting agency; S. M. 
Total | Franck Co., 15-minute football re- 


| 
| 
| 
} 
! 
| 








| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


R 
LisTENe | Products Co.) one announcement per | 


| 


Crook Agency, two 25-word an-| 
nouncements per week; Studebaker 
Corp., through Roche, Williams & 
Cunnyngham quarter-hou1 tran- 
|scriptions, three per week from 
Sept. 29 to Oct. 21 

KONO: Participating half-hour 
{program ‘Death Takes No Holiday.’ 
| KABC:. ‘Old Fashioned Revival 
|Hour,’ through Mutual netw rk; | 
Joske Bros., one spot announcement 


|per day in addition to sponsorship 
}of Mutual’s ‘Show of the Week’; 
|‘The Prize Parade,’ one-hour pro- 
|gram, through Rogers-Gano on 
Texas State Network; Typhoon Cafe, 
spot announcements; Ormsby Chev- 
rolet Co., quarter-hour studio pro- 
gram, direct; Home Supply Corp., 
30 announcements; renewal on Pear] 
|Beer, two announcements per day 























through Pitluk Agency; World Se- 
ries Games for Gillette, through Mu- 
tual; football games, through TSN | 
for Humble Oil and Refining Co. 
| __ Oct. 5 Compared to Sept. 23 | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,875 8,306 1,054 16,235 
5,780 8,46 1,115 15,359 
+18.99% —19% —5.5% +5.7% 
j (Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 


WOAT) 








| Howard agency, N. Y.; Luden’s Co., 


Frisco Nets 2 More Dept. Store 
Programs; Total Biz Advances 107, 


San Francisco, Oct. 8. 

With previously-reported commer- 
cials now getting on the air, unit fig- 
ures zoomed this week, although 
otherwise station activity held its 
normal pace. NBC is furthering its 
campaign of personal contact with 
the customers this week by routing 
its talent and various sustainers 
through the annual food show in 
Civic Auditorium, which collects a 
20-cent tap at the gate. 

Another assault on the department 
store front was scored here by 


CHI SAUNTERS 
10 12%, GAIN 


Chicago, Oct. 8. 
With play-by-play baseball off for 











in national and local spot business, 
but most found spot and network 
business to fill in a good portion of 
this afternoon time. Also on the big 
hop were the night-fime network 
bookings. 

WBBM: Walton Motors, 15 minutes 
one-weekly, through Harold Wollen 
agency; United Republican Radio 
Campaign Committee (Illinois), two 
15-minute periods weekly, through 


sume once-weekly, through E. T. 
nine time signals weekly, through 
J. M. Mathes; Associated Willkie 
Clubs of Ilinois, series of one-minute 








announcements, through Sherman & 
Marquette. 

WIND: Republican Radio Cam- | 
paign Committee, 15 minutes six | 
times weekly, through United | 
agency; Maurice Laum, six five-min- 
ute periods, through the Malcolm | 
Howard agency; Windsor Clothes, 15 | 
minutes once-weekly, through Morris | 
& Davidson; R. G. Dun Cigars, five- | 
minute periods six times weekly, 
through the Century agency; Roma 
Wine Co., 45 announcements weekly, 
through the Robert Kahn agency; 
Pierce Medicine, 12 one-minute an- | 
nouncements weekly, through H. W. | 
Kastor & Son. 

WJJD: Raab Brothers Clothes, 15 
minutes of football scores once- 
weekly, through Newby, Peron & 
Flitcraft; Brunswick - Balke-Callen- 
der, 15 minutes once-weekly, through | 
J. Walter Thompson; Peter Fox | 
Brewing, 50 announcements, through | 
Schwimmer & Scott; Packard Mo- 


tors, 1% announcements, through 
Young & Rubicam; Pierce Medicine 
Co., six announcements’ weekly, 


through the Kastor agency. 

WGN: Nestle’s Milk Products, 
three one-minute announcements 
weekly, through Leon Livingston | 
agency, San _ Francisco; Salerno- 
Megowen Biscuit, 15-minute pre- 
football game broadcast once-weekly, | 
through Schwimmer & Scott; Hub | 
Co., 30 minutes once-weekly, through 
Sehl agency; Ford Motor Sales, play- 
by-play collegiate football on Satur- 
days, through McCann-Erickson. 





Oct. 5 Compared to Sept. 28 | | 








Total | 


Network Local National 
Units Units Spot Units Units! 
9,560 5,888 10,811 26,259 | 
9,440 5,780 10,725 25,945 
+1.3% 4-19% +0.8% 112% 
(Included WERBM, WENR WGN, WIND, 
WJJID, WLS, WMAQ) 


KROW with 13-week contract which 
takes effect this week. Quiz show 
dubbed Question-Air will be picked 
up from Sherman, Clay & Co. music 
department on the fourth floor of 
H. C. Capwell Co. in Oakland, with 
Bert Winn on mike, Idea is to pull 
afternoon shoppers to furniture- 
music section and stimulate store 
traffic. Stanza spotted 3:30 to 4 p.m 
on Fridays. 

KSAN is making a big issue of 
news, adding UP to its INS and set- 
ting up a local staff. Boys are coy. 
ering police, civic and special-event 
beats, principally by telephone, to 
keep outlet covered on local 
news. 

KROW’'s Phil Lasky was only radio 
exec in the bay area to take paid 
space in Oakland Post Enquirer's 
radio-electrical supplement, laying it 
on the line for 60 inches of dispia; 
telling why KROW is now an ‘excit- 
ing discovery.’ Copy quotes Varirr 
to effect station has risen from 12th 
in field of 12 to top spot in indie 
class, and then explains why. 

KSAN: Redlick Newman (furni- 
ture), through Newton, 10 one-min- 
ute spots daily, 52 weeks: Northern 
California Properties (real egtate), 
six quarter-hours weekly, 26 weeks; 
Bailey Paint Products, direct, six 
quarter-hours weekly, indef. 

KSFO: Thomas Leeming & Co. 
(Baume Bengue), through William 
Esty, N. Y., five spots weekly, 26 
weeks; Beech-Nut Packing, through 
Newell-Emmett, N. Y., seven spots; 
Bulova Watch Co., through Biow Co., 
21 spots weekly, 26 weeks; General 
Motors (for Chevrolet), through 
J. Stirling Getchell, Detroit, 20 spots; 
Chrysler Corp. (for Dodge), through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, 10 station breaks: 
Columbia Recording, through Bento 
& Bowles, 10 242-minute spots, 13 


Spot 


weeks; Crown Products (for Sani- 
Clor), through Garfinkle, participa- 
tion in Housewives League, indef; 
| Four Way Cold Tablets, throug! 


H. W. Kastor & Sons, Chicago, five 


one-minute spots weekly, 26 weeks; 
Ford Motor Co., through McCann- 
Erickson, Detroit, 14 spots; El Do- 


rado Brewing Co., through Garfinkel, 
14 spots weekly, 52 weeks; Electric 
Appliance Society of Northern Cali- 


| fornia, through Frickelton, 15 spots; 


Ernest Ingold (autos), through Long 
Advertising, two spots; Kilpatrick's 
Bakery, through Reinhardt, Oakland, 


| six weekly participations in Hou 

wives League, 52 weeks; Maxferd 
Jewelry Co., through Yeomans .f 
Foote, six spots weekly, 52 weeks; 
Manhattan Soap Co. (Sweetheart 


soap), through Franklin Bruck, N.Y., 
five quarter-hours weekly, 13 weeks; 
O’Connor, Moffatt (department 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 


17 spots weekly; Pillsbury Flour (fo 


store), 


Globe A-1), through Dan B. Mine 
Co., Los Angeles, five quarter-ho: 
weekly, ‘Editor’s Daughter,’ 
weeks; Stein’s Clothes, direct 
spots; Vick Chemical Co., throu 

| Morse International, N. Y., five 10- 
minute news periods weekly, 20 
weeks: Tidewater Associated Ol! 
through Lord & Thomas, footbal! 
Wheatena Corp., through Compto 


Advertising, N. Y., five quarter-hours 
weekly, 26 weeks, ‘Wheatena Play- 
house.’ 

Oct. 5 Compared to Sept. 28 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Uniis 
10,620 4,398 2,131 17,149 
9,190 4,35 2.014 15,562 

16% +-0.9% 15 8% 10.2 

(Included KFRC, KGO, KJBS, ‘ 


KSFO) 














STAR 


DONT 
PALMOLIVE'S 


aptTOP HOus,. 


MISS 


RING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 











78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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BALTO UP 85%, 


VIA WEB 
SKEDS 


Baltimore, Oct. 8. 

New network shows sending that 
classification up all around here, and 
local and national spot count hold- 
ing its own. WBAL, experimenting 
with programs aimed to _ attract 
radio time from concerns having no 
direct sales appeal but possibly in- 
terested in institutional angle has 
successfully planted a five-minute 
‘Safety Talk,’ emanating from the 
Maryland Commissioner of Motor 
Vehicles under commercial sponyor- 
ship. Station sold Md. Trust Cb. 
McLean Construction Co., Rice’s 
Bakery, Morton Outdoor Adv. Co., 
and Flynn & Emerich Engineering 
Co. on tieup, with other unorthodox 
radio prospects on top for subse- 
quent airings. 

Considerable interest aroused via 
first major purchase of time by 
giant market with the Food Fair, 
pioneers in super food set-up here, 
going on WCBM for daily 15-minute 
a.m. variety show Oct. 14. Placed 
through the Newhoff Agency (local). 
WCBM, which is carrying the World 
Series through Mutual, sold before 
and after spots to Arrow Beer 
through Joseph Katz, but made a 


last minute switch to Wonder 
Clothes (men’s) handled by same 
agency. 


Bulova Watch, pointing toward 
Xmas trade, upped its spot cover- 
age over WFBR with 13 additional 
night time spots through Biow. 

WBAL: Chesapeake Cadillac Co., 
24 spots; Kirkman & Son, 39 hun- 
dred-word spots through N. W. 
Ayer; The Hub Dept. Store, three 
75-word announcements via Louis 
Shechter; Rev. Wm. G. Detweiler 
(Mennonite) 52 half hour Saturday 
p.m. shows; Ex-Lax, through Joseph 
Katz, 301 one-minute spots; National 
Premium Beer, renewed 364 quarter- 
hour ‘Sports Parade’ via D. Stuart 
Webb; Jos. M. Zamoiski (Philco dis- 
trib), 156 thirty-five-word spots 
through Harry J. Patz Co.; Railway 
Express Agency, 36 spots placed by 
The Caples Co., Motor Sales Co., 
seven 75-word spots through Harry 
J. Kaufman Co, 

WCAU: Luden, four spots a week 
for 20 weeks, through J. M. Mathes; 
Phila.’ Reading Coal & Iron Co., two 
weekly spots for 26 weeks via Mc- 
Kee & Albright; Chrysler Corp. (De- 
Soto) 30 spots from Oct. 3 to Nov. 
1, via J. Stirling Getchell. 

WFBR: Atlantic Refining, through 
N. W. Ayer, contracted for nine 
play-by-play college football games; 
P, J. Ritter (food canners) 25 quar- 
ter-hour a.m. ‘Ritter Pantry Party’ 
through Clements Co., Phila.; 
Grove’s Bromo Quinine, 132 five- 


minute 11 p.m. news casts through | 


J. Walter Thompson; Phila. 
ing Coal & Iron Co., through 
Kee & Albright, 26 night time an- 


Read- 


nouncements; Piso Co. (cough syrup) | 


took participation on Ralph Powers’ 
early morning ‘Varieties’ 
weeks through Lake, Spiro & Shur- 
man; Chase & Sanborn, via J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, 176 daytime spots and 
44 p.m. chain breaks; Hinds Honey 
& Almond Cream, through 
Esty, 18 early morning spots and 
34 daytime announcements; National 
Premium Beer, 13 half-hour spell- 
ing bees. directed by 


Tompkins and 


placed by D. Stuart 
Webb; Old Gold, starting Oct. 22, 


through Lennen & Mitchell, 26 quar- 
ter-hour transcriptions. 


| Oct. 5 Compared to Sept. 28 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,855 4.702 1,990 15,547 
7,425 4,719 2,180 14,324 

+19.3% —04% -—8,7% +8.5% 


(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) } 


Schenectady’s Local Biz 


Schenectady, N. Y., Oct. 8. 
Morris Plan Industrial 
Schenectady has started a half-hour 


transcribed musicale over WGY, 
Schenectady, through Leighton & 
Nelson. Chief Markets (for WGY 


Brand Foods) has taken time for 
two quarter-hour morning programs 
weekly on WGY, through Leighton 
& Nelson. 

Carl Company (Schenectady de- 
Partment store) purchased time, via 
Same agency, for a 15-minute once- 
weekly shot, ‘A Woman's World.’ 
Runs 13. weeks. 


Mc- | 


for 20} 


Wm. | 


Raymond | 


Bank of | 








N.A.B. Cites Its Calendar of Events 


Neville Miller, Continuing Use of These 
Columns, Calls Paine’s Facts Wrong 








Washington, Oct. 5. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Editor, VAutety: 
In a letter signed by John G. Paine on behalf of 
| ASCAP and printed in the Sept. 25th issue of -Vaniery, 


| Mr. Paine challenges the accuracy of a number of 
statements made by me and by others on behalf of the 
National Association of Broadcasters and on behalf of 
Broadcast Music, Ine. I think that this letter requires 
further comment. 


Mr. Paine gives a garbled account of what he terms 
‘negotiations’ between ASCAP and the broadcasting in- 
dustry. These are the facts: 


In February, 1939, I took the initiative and called on 
Gene Buck in order to ask him whether we could dis- 
cuss with ASCAP the terms of a new contract. Since 
Mr. Buck indicated that such discussions might take 
place, I immediately appointed a Copyright Committee 
of 12 broadcasters representing a cross section of the 
industry, and this committee met in New York on 
March 20 and 21, 1939, and appointed a sub-committee 
authorized to commence immediate negotiations with 
ASCAP. The resolution appointing such committee, of 
which ASCAP was given notice, provided that: 

‘Such negotiations shall be predicated on the prin- 
ciple of paying royalties on only that revenue derived 
from the sale of time for programs involving the use 
of ASCAP catalogs.’ 


On March 28th the Negotiating Committee, which 
consisted of Walter J. Damm, John Elmer, Edward 
Klauber, Lenox Lohr, Samuel R. Rosenbaum, John 
Shepard, III, and myself as chairman, called upon 
Messrs. Buck, Frolich and Paine and told them that the 
N.A.B. had instructed the committee to attempt to ob- 
tain ASCAP’s terms by May 3lst so that a report there- 
of could be made at the annual convention on July 10th 
in Atlantic City for the information of the entire 
industry. 


REFUSAL OF N.A.B. PRINCIPLE 


ASCAP representatives indicated that they would 
not accept the broadcasters’ principle that payment 
should be made only on programs which use ASCAP 
music, and also stated that they wanted vastly in- 
creased revenues from the industry. They agreed, 
however, to present the matter to the entire ASCAP 
Board and to report back to the representatives of the 
broadcasting industry. Following the next meeting of 
the ASCAP Board, therefore, we again met with Messrs. 
Buck, Paine and Frolich and found, to our disappoint- 
ment, that the matter had not been presented to the 
ASCAP Board. After further discussion, the ASCAP 
representatives again agreed to lay the matter before 
the ASCAP Board, and on July 6th reported that the 
matter had been taken up with the ASCAP Board, but 
that we could have no answer of any kind because the 
ASCAP Board wanted to gather more information be- 
fore they took action or stated terms. We pointed out 
at that time that the N.A.B. convention was scheduled 
for July 10th and that the broadcasters’ representatives 
had to make some report to the industry at this con- 
vention. Mr. Paine said that he could not gather the 
information desired by the ASCAP Board in time, but 
that the two committees could meet again in August. 


DO NOT AGREE WITH AUDITOR 


In his letter, Mr. Paine says that I had a conversa- 
tion with him and with the comptroller of ASCAP at 
which I concluded that a ‘per program’ or ‘per use’ 
method of charge was uneconomic and that I ‘so stated.’ 
|This is untrue. I did meet Mr. Hoffman during the 
period prior to the July, 1939, broadcasting convention, 
and was told by Mr. Hoffman that the cost of a ‘per 
use’ contract would be enormous and that such a plan 





was out of the question. I was unable, however, to 
secure any detailed information, and although Mr. 
| Paine and Mr. Hoffman were courteous, they were 


vague and evasive, and I certainly did not agree with 
their conclusions. The best refutation of Mr. Paine’s 
contention that I had abandoned the ‘per use’ doctrine, 
| which I believe to be both sound and desirable, is con- 
tained in ASCAP’s own letter of March 21, 1940, which 
| promulgated the conclusions of ASCAP’s special Radio 
Committee and said: 

‘The committee gave consideration to the ‘per pro- 
gram’ basis among others, but after an exhaustive 
analysis thereof found that it was uneconomic and 
unscientific to adopt the same.’ 

People do not give consideration or make exhaustive 


analysis of proposals which have been withdrawn, and 
the fact that ASCAP, in March of 1940, found it neces- 
sary To re ject the ‘per program’ basis is conclusive 


evidence that neither I nor any other responsible rep- 


resentative of the broadcasters had ever withdrawn 
their request. The fact is that ASCAP rejects the ‘per 
use’ basis not because it would be expensive to broad- 
cast but because it would tend to distribute the money 
paid by broadcasters for music among the people wh 
really supply the music, and thus break ASCAI 


monopoly. 


N. A. B. WENT EMPTY-HANDED 


The Negotiating Committee was, as a result of these 
ASCAP tactics, compelled to go to the July, 1939, 
Broadcasters’ Convention at Atlantic City empty 
handed, reporting only that ASCAP had agreed to ap- 
point a committee and to commence actual negotiations 
| during the following month. The broadcasters, at their 
| convention, made it clear that they did not want to be 
‘stalled’ again, and instructed the committee to press 
for negotiations, and if ASCAP continued to refuse to 





“ber of the same year. 

On July 13 the ASCAP Board authorized the appoint- 
ment of a special Radio Committee to work with 
| Messrs. Buck and Paine in devising new terms to be 
| proposed to the broadcasters, and this gave the broad- 
casters’ Negotiating Committee real hope that we would 
| obtain an answer. When I forwarded Mr. Paine a copy 
of the resolution adopted at our convention and re- 


quested that a date be set for our meeting, however, 


Mr. Paine replied on July 21, 1939: 

‘I question very much whether we are going to 
be ready on the first of August, but I can assure 
you that we are moving ahead very nicely. We 
had a special meeting of the Board, the report of 
which, in one fashion or another, is set out in the 
last issue of VAniery; and at that meeting a com- 
mittee was authorized by the directors to work out 
a definite proposal which we can make to the 
broadcasting industry. While we have had sev- 
eral meetings, we have not as yet been able to 
arrive at a meeting of the minds on several phases 
of the new proposals within our own committee; 
but I think I can report to you that we have made 
and are making substantial progress.’ 


DISCOURTESY TO BROADC’TERS 


I continued to seek a date for a meeting and Aug. 3d 
was agreed upon with Mr. Paine. The members of the 
N.A.B. Committee dropped their work in Milwaukee, 
Boston, Washington, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, and 
assembled in New York at the appointed time. Mr. 
Paine arrived at the place of meeting, late and alone, 
to report only that he had nothing to report. Mr. Fro- 
lich was in court. Mr. Buck had gone on a vacation in 


California, and Mr. Paine did not know when he would | 


return. Mr. Buck had not found time to appoint the 
special Radio Committee authorized by the ASCAP 
Board three weeks earlier, and Mr. Paine did not know 
when Mr. Buck would get around to appointing it. 
Such action constituted a clear refusal to negotiate, and 
could not be construed in any other light. 


Negotiation means something more than a willing- 


ness to allow somebody to come into your office to | 


talk. Up to July 12th, 1939, we had had five months of 
stalling, but nothing that could be called ‘negotiation.’ 
Instead of evidence of a desire to come to terms, there 
was only evidence of a desire to avoid negotiation until 
such time as dictation by ASCAP would become pos- 
sible. We could construe in no other way the failure 
by ASCAP officials to appoint a committee after it had 
been authorized to do so by the ASCAP Board. The 
N.A.B. Negotiating Committee has never met with the 
special Radio Committee ultimately appointed by 
ASCAP. We have never received notice that such a 
committee was appointed, and our first knowledge as to 
the activities of such a committee came to us on March 
21, 1940, when the ASCAP announced the results of its 
committee’s one-sided deliberations. 


RE: ED KLAUBER’S WALK 


Mr. Paine, in his letter, says: ‘In March of this year 
we invited the members of the N.A.B. Committee, to- 
gether with other important radio people who were 
not on the committee, to hear and discuss the formula 
that we had prepared.’ That statement is untrue. Only 
a few members of the N.A.B. Negotiating Committee 
were present. Despite the fact that I was, and still am, 
the chairman of that committee, I was not invited. Mr. 
Edward Klauber of CBS wrote Mr. Paine on March 15, 
1940, requesting that I ‘should by all means be invited 
to this meeting,’ and other persons who had been in- 
vited made similar requests. Mr. Paine has attempted 
to make capital of the fact that Mr. Klauber ‘walked 
out’ of the meeting at which ASCAP stated its self- 
determined formula to a group of broadcasters selected 
by ASCAP. Mr. Klauber had made his position per- 
fectly clear before the meeting. He had indicated that 
since he was a member of a Negotiating Committee in- 
vited by the industry to discuss terms with ASCAP, 
he did not feel that he was free to act as part of an- 
other group which ASCAP had selected, in the absence 
of the committee of which he formed a part. His with- 
drawal from the meeting, therefore, was not a dis- 
courtesy to ASCAP, but an indication of fidelity to the 
industry. That not much room for negotiation had 
been left by ASCAP on March 21, 1940, is evidenced by 
the fact that the proposal which was laid before 
ASCAP’s 
multigraphed form and went out to the industry and 
to the press on the very day of the meeting. 

The nearest that ASCAP has come to an offer of 
negotiation was Mr. Paine’s suggestion that he be in- 
vited to address the N.A.B. Convention at its annual 
meeting in San Francisco this year. This request was 


received long after the final program had been made 


up. Despite this, 
ward ne} 


however, it is not much of a move 


otiation to offer to make a speech to a na- 


tional convention We have never been invited to 
ASCAP’s annual meetil and have never expected 

requested ich an invitation. 
Among the 1 tatements in Mr. Paine’s letter is that 
wished ASCAP to fix a stated 


he N.A.B. would allocate among various 

1 the United States. No such proposal 

ever made A member of the N.A.B. Committee, 

1 a vain atempt to ascertain what figure ASCAP had 


n mind, suggested that ASCAP state the 
and negotiate the basis 


figure first 
of distribution of charge after- 
wards, and this request for information was refused. 
Mr. Paine’s misrepresentation of the broadcasters’ 
constant efforts to obtain negotiation and ASCAP’s con- 
stant frustration of that effort is matched by his mis- 
representation of a number of other points of varying 
importance. Mr. Paine opens his letter by saying that, 
‘the chains control, through contract, 85% of the dollar 
volume of the radio business.’ In answer to this mis- 
statement, I can only refer persons sufficiently inter- 
ested to the Federal Communications Commission’s 
table of broadcasters’ income (published July 23, 1940, 
and printed by VAriery in its issue of July 24, 1940), 
which indicated that the network payments to stations 


plus amounts retained by networks from sale of net- | 
work time equals less than 50% of the industry’s in- | 
If Mr. Paine’s figures were cor- | 


come from time sale. 
rect, the 500 to 600% increase which ASCAP is de- 
manding from networks would result in a sum payable 
by the broadcasting industry far higher than the 


$9,000,000 to $10,000,000 estimate of ASCAP’s demands | 


(Continued on page 54) 


invited guests on that day was already in | 


L.A. NATIONAL 
SPOT RISES 
BY 171%, 


Los Angeles, Oct. 8. 
Those contracts that have been pil- 
ing up for the past few weeks are 
beginning to show up in the weekly 
unit count. Last week’s increase wag 
a neat 7%, the best gain in many 
weeks, 


KFI-KECA cut themselves the 
biggest slice of business of the past 
week, KFI marking off 313 quarter- 
hours for Thrifty Drug’s new an- 
alysts, Jose Rodriguez and Sidney 
| Sutherland, and KECA blocking out 
312 quarter-hour newscasts for 
|Brooks clothing. Latter biz was 
placed by Stodel Adv., while Milton 
Weinberg negotiated the time pur- 
chase for Thrifty. Other KFI busi- 
ness included 124 spots for Beechies, 
through Newell-Emmett; 150 quar- 
ter-hour transcriptions of ‘Jack Arm- 
strong,’ for General Mills, through 
Westco agency; 135 spots for Baume 
Bengue, through William Esty; seven 
/quarter-hour political programs for 
John Dockweiler, through Milton 
Weinberg. 


KECA picked up 10 quarter-hour 
political talks for Dockweiler, 
through Milton Weinberg; 312 quar- 
'ter-hour newscasts for Supreme 
Bakery, through Olian Adv.; four 
quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘Uncle 
Dan’s Quiz’ for Kerwin food prod- 
ucts; 13 quarter-hour broadcasts of 
‘The Guest Book’ for Taxation Serv- 
ice, through Smith & Drum; 91 spots 
for Beechies, through Newell-Em- 
mett; 86 one-minute transcriptions 
for White Laboratories (Chooz), 
through H. W. Kastor; 260 spots for 
| Investment Service, through D’Eveyln 
| & Wadsworth. 


KXN: 156 weather reports for 
' Campbell Cereal, through H. W. Kas- 
|tor; 60 participations in Fletcher 
| Wiley combination for Morton Salt, 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert; 
seven quarter-hour political talks for 
|John Dockweiler, through Milton 
| Weinberg; 20 time signals for Lang- 
|endorf Bakeries, through Leon Liv- 


| ingston. 
| KHJ: 39 quarter-hour programs 


|for Adohr Milk, through Lord & 
| Thomas; 52 half-hour programs for 
|Feenamint, through William Esty; 65 
|spots for Lydia Pinkham, through 
|Erwin-Wasey; 14 spots for Quaker 
| Oats, through Mitchell-Faust; 20 par- 
| ticipations in Norma Young’s ‘Happy 
| Homes’ for Safeway stores, through 
| J. Walter Thompson. 

| KFWB: 130 spots for P. Ballentine, 
through J. Walter Thompson; 312 
|quarter-hour newscasts for Budget 
| Finance, through Robert Dennis; 520 
spots for W. B. Caldwell, through 
Sherman & Marquette. 

} Oct. 5 Compared to Sept. 28 
Total 











| 


~ | 
i 








Network Local National 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 11,017 10,854 2,312 24,183 
| 9,922 10,708 1,974 22,604 
| 4+11% 414% +17.1% L1% 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 
KNX) 





| 
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| BEERS UNACCEPTABLE 





Dodge and Ford Dealers Sponsor 
Football Instead 


eeieeciiabn 
St. Louis, Oct. 8. 

With beer and whiskey barred as 

bankrollers two local stations have 


lined up other sponsors for gridiron 
sked of 10 


game KMOX, with a 
games has secured sponsorship from 
Ford dealers. WIL’s broadcast of 


all contests played by the St. Louis 
and Washington univer (local 
colleges) is being bankroiled by the 
Dodge Dealers of Greater St. Louis, 


ities 


None of the other local stations 
has found sponsors. Hyde Park 
Brewing and Columbia Brewing, 


which have innumerable sports pro- 
grams over seéveral stations, are 
barred by the university faculties 
who won’t stand for alcohol tieups. 
The colleges exact a tap of $150 per 
each game, commercially sponsored, 
and $50 for sustainers. 





_ Sponsor Newlywed Show 


Buffalo, Oct. 8. 
Kobler & Miller, furniture store, 
backing quiz series on WKWB of 
would-be newlyweds from City Hall 
| marriage license bureau. 
| (Clinton Buehlman mikes 
; mornings a week, 


three 
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3 Class Spots Reopen Their N. Y. 
Seasons in New Garb at Old Stands 








Last week saw three class New 
York niteries back in business at the 
same old stands with a new facelift | 
and hair-do. The St. Regis hotel’s 
Iridium Room is still ice-minded, and 
again Dorothy Lewis is quite a 
glamor gal on skates, in a brisk little 
revuette which, however, has been 
hooverized a bit in that the girls are 
missing. But, paradoxically, they're 
not missed. 

Felix (Fefe) Ferry’s Monte Carlo, 
still an eyeful class boite, decored by 
Dorothy Draper like something out 
of a Hollywood set, likewise has | 
taken a slight cut, relying solely on | 
its two bands and the customers to 
make merry. Ted Straeter’s crack 
team of 10 holds over, and justifiably, 
with the maestro conducting from | 
the Steinway, while the Valero Sis- | 
ters (2) make for a touch of s.a. as 
they head the congarhumba combo | 
of six. The Valeros handle the mara- | 
cas and clavas and are more at ease | 
here than when spotted this summer 
in Monte Proser’s Zombie joint out 
at the N. Y. World’s Fairgrounds. 
The sisters look well at the helm of 
their combo and the band more than 
suffices as the alternate unit. 


Third class spot reopening for the 
season is Herbert Jacoby’s Ruban 
Bleu which has a new decor by 
Vernon Macfarlane that’s quite 
flashy. Spot reopened with three 
standby turns in the persons of 
Paula Lawrence, a broad comedienne 
with saucy lyrics that classify as 
‘sophisticated’ in cafe circles; Caspar 
Reardon, virtuoso swinging the harp, 
a novelty; and Vera Sanoff, a photo- 


v 


| date, 





genic chanteuse of French and Eng- 


} : ; 
band seems particularly appealing to 


the younger set at the moment, in 
view of the business it drew into 


lthe Dancing Campus at the New 


York World's Fair, just prior to this 
And that set was very much 
in evidence among the approximately 


| 500-odd turnout wher’ caught. 


Band itself is a crack aggregation, 
with few faults. It’s loud here, but 
that apparently is what G. I. patrons 
demand, None seemed discomforted. 
However, for those who like the soft 
stuff the group is well able to turn 
out appealing ballads, well played in 
comparison to the style of slower 
tempos the band used at one time. 
Composed of a briskly clean sax 
section that sounds as if it was 


/played by one man instead of four, 


solid four rhythm based by Krupa’s 


' topnotch drumming, and a brass lay- 


out of seven, the band pushes out 
tunes with brimming enthusiasm. 

Only drawback. and it’s hardly 
noticeable, is in the four trumpets. 
At higher pitches they don’t seem to 
blend. producing an occasional un- 
comfortable effect. Rest of the brass, 
three trombones, are smooth. 

Irene Dave and Howard Dulaney, 
vocalists, rank high among singers. 
Sweet or swing, they’re easy to take. 

Wood. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 





New Orleans, Oct. 6. 
Orch, Tell Sisters, 
Kay, 


Ted Lewis 
Geraldine Ross, 


season at his Brevoort Supper Club | and Charlie ‘Snowball’ Whittier. 


in Greenwich Village. Tana, a Span- 
ish singer, is due to come in later. 





After being dark since Labor Day, 


Incidentally, both Jacoby and | ved: 
; ‘ . ;\the Blue Room, town’s swankies 
shew niant Croesday) aan a /nitery, reopened Thursday (3), with 


former reopened his Brevoort with 
Virginia Morley-Livingston Gearhart, 
June Sillman and Grace Vaughn, 
while Ferry brought in Gracie Barrie 


into his other spot, the Cafe Pierre | adaptation of 


in the Hotel Pierre. Miss Barrie suc- 
ceeded Mili Monti. Like Jacoby, who 
doubles in both places, Ferry runs 


' 
| 


Ted Lewis and band headlining a 
topnotch show. 

The room has been completely 
done over into a neat, modernistic 
an old theme. Gone are 
the Hawaiian huts, the palm trees 
and cocoanuts, etc. Capacity crowd 
pounded their palms hard and long 


between the Pierre and Monte Carlo. | for Lewis, who’s still a master show- 


The St. Regis’ 
with the cycle of Arctic entertain- 


ice show is in line | man. He brings a first-rate band and 


\a show of capable entertainers to sell 


ment in and around New York this | smartly, and ‘everybody’s happy.’ 


season. The Hotel New Yorker has 


Floor show, which whips along at 


an ice show current; ‘It Happens on|a fast tempo, has harmony, variety 


Ice’ inaugurates the Center in Radio 


City as America’s first ‘ice theatre’ | seems to take delight in referring to/| at the Palladium, Los Angeles, Oct. | 


|and rhythm, plus cohesion. Lewis 


| Charles Barnet, 


Katya and! 
lish torchers. Jacoby had her last) Kay, Jeanne Blanche, Joan Woods | 


Orchestral Romance Links 
Marion Hutton, J. Philbin 


| Marion Hutton, vocalist with the 
Glenn Miller orchestra, and Jack 
Philbin, personal manager in New 
| York of the Johnny Long band and 
|others, were married Sept. 30 in 
|'Baltimore. Pair were spliced at St. 
Ignatius Church there. 

Miller’s band opened at the Penn- 
sylvania hotel, New York, Mon- 
day (7). 


BARNET SUES COAST 
_DANCERY FOR FIRE LOSS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 8. 

| orchestra leader. 
| filed suit for $39,000 in superior court 
against the owners of the Palomar 
balroom, destroyed by fire last win- 
| ter. 

| Action, brought by Barnet on his 
|own behalf and that of 14 musicians, 
|eovers the loss of instruments and 
|library ruined in the blaze. Amuse- 
|ment Enterprises, Inc., is named as 
| defendant. 


On The Upbeat 


Don Juan Rodrigo orchestra into 
the Club Chanticleer, Madison, Wis. 

















Phil Harris and his crew moved 
back into Los Angeles Wilshire 
Bowl after 14 weeks on the sum- 
mer circuit. 


Bob Wills and his Texas Playboys 


are dishing up the music for ‘Okla- 
homa Bound’ at Monogram. 





Matty Malneck’s orchestra set for 
a musical featurette at Universal. 





Bunny 
| its first stand of any length at Chat- 
| terbox, Mountainside, N. J. Opens 
| for two weeks Oct. 17. 











Jimmy Blake, Tommy Dorsey 


| trumpeter who collapsed a lung sev- | 


| eral weeks ago, out of John Hop- 
| kins hospital, Baltimore. 
| Coast to meet the Dorsey band, but 
| will not play for three or four 
| months at the least. Dorsey opens 


tomorrow (Thursday); Sonja Henie,| his gestures as ‘ham’ and his music| 9 
co-producer of the Center show, is|as ‘corny.’ But the south has always | “~~ 
due into the Garden soon with her | liked its pork sausage and grits, and 
annual ice recue, as is ‘Icecapades,’ | definitely New Orleans likes Lewis. 


another lavish rink presentation. 


Leader and his crew repeat their 


Gustav Lussi did a skillful staging | familiar tunes and much of their old 


job at the St. Regis, with only five 
people, all principals. The person- 
able Heasley Twins, Bob and Jack, 
like Dorothy Lewis, are holdovers, 
alternating with Bill and Betty Wade, 
newcomers here, who open with an 
expert tango, followed by the Heas- 
leys’ ‘Me and My Shadow,’ and 
thence into ‘American Caprice’ (Mor- 
ton Gould), sock specialty by Dor- 
othy Lewis. She then does a show- 
manly routine with the twins, ‘I 
Dream Too Much,’ capped by the 
~ quintet in an ensemble routine. Per 
sual, the miniature ice rink slides 
put from underneath the banquette 
to cover the dance-floor proper, and 


the brisk 30-minute revuette makes 


for the proper interlude here. 
Saunders’ dansapators are the No. 1 


band brought down from the Roof, in 
itself a departure, for managing di- 
rector Gaston Lauryssen has never 


stage business. Yet, they do it in a 
| way that makes the fare seem new. 
| A bit of embellishment and variation 
'here and there helps nicely. 
|show lacks most is a 


dancing. 


There’s a nostalgic tinge to every- 
| thing Lewis does, and he dominates 


|the show from start to finish, from | 
the time the band opens with ‘St. | 
| Louis Blues’ until he croons ‘Some- | 
| body Loves Me’ while tap dancer | 


| Joan Woods marks the rhythm with 
cleated shoes. 


Charles ‘Snowball’ 





Whittier | still 


| tops the talent list and brings down | 
Hal|the house with 


his imitations of 
Lewis and his impressions of Bill 
Robinson. Highspot of the show is 
the unchanged ‘Me and My Shadow’ 
number by Lewis and Whittier. They 





done that before. Gus Martel’s| got big returns. 
rhumba band gives out with the} Maestro parades group of femme 
Latin terps. Cover is $1.50 and $2.50|lookers in show. The Tell Sisters, 


What | 
little more | 
|comedy. There is a little too much | 





on Saturday; no cover for dinner | 
guests, but the ala carte scale is| 
pretty fancy. 

Monte Carlo has dropped its cover, 
which was a gag anyway, in favor of 
an upped wine list, and there’s a 
$1.50 and $2 minimum at Le Ruban 
Bleu. Abel. 


harmony trio, catch the ear and eye. 
Gals sing with band and double in 


version of ‘Dinah.’ Geraldine Ross, 
tall, willowy blonde, who sings while 
scratching and pulling down her 
girdle, got little response from the 
first nighter until she displayed skill 
with an acrobatic dance. She was 
called back for encores and obliged 


GLEN ISLAND CASINO with a rigor ag striptease that got 
; ‘ aes plenty of laughs. 
(NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y.) | Kay, Katya and Kay, two men and 
— |a girl, combine the grace of a ball- 
New Rochelle, Oct. 86. |room routine with the vigor of 
Gene Krupa Orch with Irene Daye,| adagio dancing. They have class and 
Howard Dulaney. |an extensive repertoire and every- 
| thing they do is smart and graceful. 
ft Jeanne Blanche, looker with nifty 
Inaining open longer than the cus- | chassis, does contortionist and acro- 
tomary summer season, Glen Island | batic dance while Lewis caresses the 
Casino teed up such a policy last | mike with ‘Isn’t She a Lovely Thing?’ 
Wednesday (2) with the Gene Krupa| She comes back to do tap dance 
band. Bobby Byrne’s new group,| which won her added applause. 
current at the Strand theatre, N. Y.,| Layout closes with torrid conga 
had completed the day before a date | number featuring entire talent list, 
which had kept it there since last | with Lewis and Whittier tossing out 
May 15. peanuts to the customers to the tune 
How long the policy will maintain | of ‘The Peanut Vendor.’ 
probably will depend onthe weather.| Band played for dancing before 
Built along the shoreline, the Casino | é 
is a large, many-windowed spot, un- | emptied and dance floor crowded all 
doubtedly a tough proposition to} evening. Liuzza. 
heat in any severe winter weather. - 
However, that problem won't be : 
anything to worry about for a couple Jack Mills and his band from De- 
of months at least. When caught,/ troit Lakes, Minn., at the Trianon 
Friday 2), pee peep — about | Ballroom, Regina, Sept. 27, drew 200 
average for a fall night an e room | : ir. ; 
was comfortable. It seats about 900 | couples ot S125 per peir Band 


| played the following night at the 
normally, but 1,000 can be handled. Saskatoon, under Cafa 


| Cavern 
His | Amica end Lions Ciub auspices. 





After many years of plans for re- 








Krupa’s band is a wise selection to | 
start the post-season swing. 


| show, climaxing their act with nifty | 


and after show and kept the tables | 





Charlie Barnet increased his brass 
section to eight, four trombones and 


| four trumpets, with the addition of | 


trombonist-singer Ford Leary from 
Larry Clinton’s band. Few 
in the biz have such a large brass 
layout exclusive of leader. Tommy 
Dorsey and Glenn Miller have, but 
that includes their own trombones. 


Cal Schrum and his Rhythm Rang- 
ers signed for ‘Under Western Skies.’ 





Kay Kyser leads his orchestra to 
|New York next Thursday (17) to 
;open at the. Waldorf. 





| Trudy Gorman, former Pittsburgh 
girl, is vocalist with Teddy King at 
Yacht Club, Pitt. 





Artists Service at KDKA, Pitts- 
|burgh, booking Bernie Armstrong 
and his studio staff band for one- 
|night dance stands throughout tri- 
state area. 





Jolly Friars succeeded Three Sons 
at Peter Stuyvesant Room, Buffalo. 

Ben Bernie opens three-day stand 
Thursday (10) at Batavia Downs 





Berigan’s new band gets | 


He'll go to | 


bands | 








(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
| Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
‘roam capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
| holiday price.) 

Covers Total 


Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin...... Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50).....ccccccves 4 1,100 5,400 
Ray Heatherton...Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 2 225 725 
| Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 8 2,150 16,250 
| Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 21 1,050 9.545 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)............ 0 750 +750 
Russ Morgan......PennSylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 8 1,525 26,875 
Tony Pastor......Lincolm (225; 75c-$1.50)..........00. 1 525 925 


_—z——EE—— 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 3 days. 


























15 Best Sheet Music Sell 
(Week ending Oct. 5, 1940) 
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om Byrne Forced to Take 
Airlines A Cut-Anpend 
Continued from page 2 ut- ppen ectomy- 








| seats out of a 14-passenger transport. 
| A hoss stall was installed. TWA had 
to get a new license as the DC-2 
wasn't licensed by the CAB for hoss- Bandleader Bobby Byrne was 
carrying—and after the job, the re-|scheduled to undergo an operation 
modeling and fixing, a new licensing for the removal of an infected appen- 


will 


Ahead of His Schedule 








annilicatinon 


|) application will have te be made./dix this morning (Wednesday) at 
|Rumor is the jaunt price tag was} Post-Graduate hospital, New York. 
$3,400. He entered the hospital about mid- 


Conspirators inight last night (Tues.) after com- 
Garson Kanin and John Garfield,|pleting a painful day at the house 
young men of Hollywood, are cook-| with a doctor always in attendance. 
ing something, but they aren’t do- | Band remains at the theatre with 
| ing much talking about it. | guest maestros until Oct. 17, the end 
| Ralph Bellamy alighted from the; °f its called-for stretch. 
| same Mercury, and said he was in| Hospitalization will force Byrne 
town for a vacation. He was met by|to defer for a week at least his 
;his wife. The Bellamys said they|scheduled Oct. 22 opening at 
would headquarter at the Lombardy, | Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
and the two plotters said Hamp-|Leader at first intended waiting until 
shire House would get their patron-j|after the Meadowbrook date to have 
age. |the appendix snipped, but it was 
|deemed wiser not to take any 
| Mrs. Alfred Hitchcock strolled the ‘chances and have the job done imme- 
| Observation Deck at the field Mon-| diately. 
day, just like any goggler from the Same trouble almost forced Byrne 
sticks. With her were mother and/|off the stand at Glen Island Casino, 
| sister who arrived from England a 


New Rochelle, N. Y., early this sum- 
few days before, to meet whom Mr./| mer, only a few weeks after the band 
H. had flown east aboard 


the | started a long summer stay there. 

|sTWAtoliner. The director’s wife| Thing was frozen’then and didn’t 

said she and her family would set| bother him any until now. 

out for the Coast Friday by train, | 

because her mother was a trifle un- | 

certain about whether she would en- | B d Bo ki 

joy flying. an 0 ngs 
Eloquent evidence of the b.o. en- ; 

joyed by the Hotel New Yorker’s Claude Hopkins, 

concessions, the Kitty Hawk Room| theatre, New York. 


Lookers 





| 


Biz 








Oct. 18, Apollo 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


race track, Batavia, N.Y., following | 


George Hall. 





Dick Kuhn’s replacement at Hotel 
Statler, Buffalo, is Wanda and Her 
|Escorts. Kuhn orch left for Hotel 
Astor, New York, 





Roy Fritton band now at Hotel 
Clifton, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

Coleman Hawkins’ English estate 
in use as British Army hospital. It’s 
situated in the London suburbs. 








Leonard Feather collecting all 
| star band for eight sides to be cut 
with W. C. Handy tunes for a Co- 
lumbia Record album. 





Carmen Cavallaro follows Eddie 
LeBaron into the La Conga, New 
York, Oct. 16. 








Norm Lehman, first trumpet with 
'Sam Hillier’s Hotel Saskatchewan 
| orchestra. Has joined Canadian 
j}army. He was 
| Steele. 





replaced by Cal | publisher, 


| chestra, are taking over the dance 


| bands. 


and Aviation Terrace Restaurant, at | 
the airport, was new policy intro- | 
duce. last Saturday night. Jay Coe 
has renamed his band, ‘Jay Coe and 
his Coe-Pilots’ and they play from 
7 p.m. to 3 a.m. in the Terrace, in- | 
stead of doing the late half of the 
nite trick in the Kitty Hawk Bar. 


New band, Jan Craig and his or- 


assignment in the Hawk from 10 
p.m. to 3 am. The crowds drawn 
by the floor show now justify two 


Back from a tough job as corporal 
in the artillery corps of the French 
army, Gilbert Mandelik came in on 
the Yankee Clipper last week. 


Dan Topping and his bride, Sonja 
Henie, went hopping out to Pitts- 
burgh on a TWA Douglas transport 
for the opening game between Top- 
ping’s Dodgers and the Steelers. 

Lynn Bari and Walter Kane were 
aboard Wednesday night’s. crack 
TWaAer to the Coast. 


Lucille Watson and L. Friedman 
had seats aboard the stratoliner that 
lifted for the continental run last 
Saturday night. The same night Joe 
Connolly, the Hearst exec, flew in 
from Chicago, and Gail Patrick 
landed a short while later. Singing | 
“‘TWA-TWA’, Gus Schirmer, the tune- 
departed for California 
on the strat@iner early last week. | 





im. ©. 


Ted Lewis, Nov. 8, Metropolitan 
theatre, Boston; 16, week, Majestic 
theatre, San Antonio, Tex.; 23, Ma- 
jestic theatre, Dallas. 

Ray Noble, Nov. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Bobby Byrne, Nov. 29, Palace the- 
atre, Cleveland. 

Will Bradley, Oct. 25, U. of Pitts- 
burgh; Nov. 2, Penn A. C., Philadel- 
phia; Nov. 8-9, Duke U., Durham, 


18, Coliseum, 


Henry Busse, Oct. 28-31, Warner 
studios, Hollywood, Calif. 

Del Courtney, Oct. 27, Highland 
Park Casino, Quincy, IIl.; Nov. 8, St. 
Mary College, St. Mary of Woods, 
Indiana; Nov. 20, Taylor’s Inn, Po- 
teau, Okla. 

Ben Cutler, Nov. 1, one night, Wal- 
dorf hotel, New York. 

Al Donahue, Oct. 30, Mayfair club, 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Duke Ellington, Oct. 31, Aud., Co- 
lumbus, Ga. 

Ted Lewis, Nov. 5, Hangar, San 
Angelo, Texas. 

Boyd Raeburn, Oct. 19, Edgewater 
Golf club, Chicago; Nov. 29, Munici- 
pal Aud., Burlington, Iowa. 

Cats & Fiddle, Oct. 11, four weeks, 
20th Century club, Philadelphia. 

Count Basie, Oct. 13, Crystal Cav- 
erns, Strassburg, Va.; 14, Memorial 
Aud, Raleigh, N. C.; 15, Mosque 
Aud, Richmond, Va.; 16, Mercan- 
tile Hall, Philadelphia. 
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URGE ASCAP 





Bands Under Oberstein’s Contract 
Restless at Delays In Recording: 
Company In An Odd Predicament 


Various orchestras tied to record- | 
fng contracts with the U. S. Record | 
Co. are squawking about the inaction | 
of that outfit, claiming that the ap-| 
parent inability of the company to| 
get going and assign some recording | 
dates is hurting them immeasurably. | 
U. S. filed a petition in bankruptcy | 
Sept. 3 under Chapter 10 of the} 
Chandler Act and at that time asked | 
the court to rule that its present) 
agreements with bands hold good. 


Band leaders are not against their | 
eontracts being declared valid, but) 
they are rebelling against being tied 
up to a recording company that is not 
recording and which has given most 
of them no indication of when it 
will resume operations. Some are 
not in a position to broadcast and | 
without wires, or records available, 
they feel that their popularity is 
being harmed or progress retarded. 


Oberstein Explains 


Eli Oberstein states that he re- 
sumed recording last week, having 
completed dates with Griff Williams’ 
outfit and Joe Rines. He adds that | 
until the situation between his New 
York recording outfit and the Scran- 
ton, Pa., factory which pressed his 
stuff is straightened out he doesn’t 
want to record. For one thing, he| 
says, he doesn’t want to record bands | 
when there is no money available 
with which to pay them. 

oes on to explain that the new) 
money mentioned at the time the 
petition for reorganization was filed 
was ready any time, but it was avail- 
able only on one condition. Backer 
will open the strings if and when 
the New York and Scranton ends 
become one outfit, instead of two 
separate organizations as they are 
now. 

Immediately after U. S. tempo- 
rarily sunk itself under the Chand- 
ler Act it notified the other record- 
ing companies not to attempt to sign 
any of its bands, also giving notice 
to the bands in question that their 
contracts held good. Outfits record- 
ing for the company at the time of 
the fall were: Jack Teagarden, 
Johnny Messner, Johnny Green, Lou 
Breese, Will Osborne, Harry James, 
Griff Williams, Sammy Kaye, and 
others. Kaye has since returned to 
Victor. 





| 





STATION USES ONLY 
NON-ASCAP FOR WEEK 


Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 8. 

WHEC used public domain or 
Broadcast Music, Inc., numbers ex- 
clusively last week in locally-pro- 
duced musical programs. Calling it 
BMI Week at WHEC, newspaper ad 
blurbed: ‘Many of the songs the 
whole nation is singing and to which 
it is dancing these days.’ 

Ken Sparnon’s string 
Playing daily at 6:45 p.m 
Streamliners, aired nightly from 
Hotel Seneca, confined efforts to 
BMI versions, including ‘Anywhere,’ 
‘Accidentally on Purpose,’ ‘That's 
You, That’s Me,’ ‘All I Desire,’ “There 
I Go,’ ‘My Prayers Were Answered.’ 
Jerry Vogt, staff organist, also using 
Only BMI numbers, played ‘Window 
Wishing on Fifth Avenue,’ ‘Because 
of You,’ ‘Cielito Lindo,’ and ‘Shining 
Hour.’ 

WHAM has been using about 50% 
BMI music for some time. 


orchestra 


and his 





/wants to continue with ASCAP it 








Reverse English 


Band leaders with commercial 
programs find themselves non- 
plussed by the approach the 
networks are giving to their 
queries as to what public do- 
main numbers will be available 
for their use after Jan. 1, in the 
event there is no contract with 
ASCAP. In answer to the band 
leaders’ request for a list of such 
numbers, network spokesmen de- 
clare that they would prefer to 
go over the leaders’ libraries and 
pick out those compositions that 
will be available. 

To the leaders this seems like 
a left-handed solution of their 
problem, but they intend to keep 
pressing the networks for the 
list. 


Rather Confusing 
Copyright Starts: 
Air-Pub Mail 


Musie firms affiliated with 














the 


| American Society of Composers, Au- | 


thors and Publishers are beginning | 
to get an insight into the confusion 
that might be expected to prevail | 
among broadcasters on the matter of ! 
copyright clearance in the event 
radio fails to sign a new contract 
with ASCAP by Jan, 1, 1941. These 
publishing firms are daily receiving 
letters from stations asking them to | 


|help the stations out of their antici- 


pated confusion by providing them 
with list of ‘tax free music.’ 
A typical such letter was received 


over the past weekend by several 
ASCAP firms from WTAQ ,Green 
Bay, Wis. The letter wanted to know 


whether the publishers had a roster 
of tax freé music that the station 
might have. ‘Or,’ asked the letter, ‘is 
there some way of knowing which is 
which?’ ‘The situation,” WTAQ’s let- 
ter admitted, ‘is rather confusing, and 
any light thrown on the subject will 
be greatly appreciated.’ | 


Gene Krupa opening at Glen Is- | 
land Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., | 
deferred from Thursday (3) to Fri- 
day last week. 


| 
| 





DANCEMEN SEND 


of Society and Bro&dcast- 


ers Plead With Two Fac- 
tions to Stop Grimacing 
and Start Negotiating 





NO UNION THREAT 
By ABEL GREEN 


‘We wish you guys would get to- 
gether before you ruin us.’ 


This was the essence of the com- | 


plaint-appeal composed in New 
York last week by a group of repre- 
sentative dance orchestra leaders. It 
was expressed in the form of a let- 
ter sent to the leaders of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers on the one side and 
to the Broadcast Music, Inc., align- 
ment on the other. The point of view 


| of the dancemen is that they are in- 


nocent bystanders to a feud. The 
luncheon meetings a fortnight ago 
with ASCAP and separately with 
BMI emphasized to the leaders how 
little either side cared for the man 
with a small fortune invested in a 
music library. 


It was after the ASCAP and BMI | 
meetings that the dance- | 


luncheon 
men got together on their own with 
the leadership of Local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
present. After kicking around the 
dilemma that faces the broadcasting 
bands, it was decided to make a final 
effort to coax the feuders to fuse 
around a conference table. Hence 
the letter sent to Niles Trammell, of 
NBC, Bill Paley of CBS, Al Mc- 
Cosker of Mutual, Neville Miller of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters and to Gene Buck of ASCAP. 
The letter the dancemen sent is re- 
produced herewith. 
Letter stresses. that 

ASCAP—actually it was 
Paine, general manager of the So- 
ciety, who attended the maestros’ 
meetings, in absence of Buck on the 
Coast—and Sidney M. Kaye, on be- 
half of BMI, had both expressed 
themselves that ‘the door is always 
open’ to parley for negotiation of 


Buck for 


their differences. The bandleaders 
are inviting the top execs of the 
three major networks, along with 


NAB’s Miller and ASCAP’s Buck, to 

participate in a preliminary confer- 

ence some time this week, probably 

at the New York Athletic Club. 
Waring Chairmans 


Chairmaned by Fred Waring, who 
succeeded Eddy Duchin, originally 
appointed head of the committee, 
the bandleaders’ group comprises 


(Continued on page 42) 


John G., 


-N.A.B. HUDDLE 








NBC Solicits Band Booking 


OPEN LETTER Relations With All Offices; 


| Ends Consolidated Exclusive 


Innocent Bystanders to Feud | 





Meet This Week? 





Gene Buck, ASCAP president, 
saw the maestros’ committee on 
Monday (7) and agreed to meet 
with the broadcasters any time 
the radio executives decided. A 
date may be set this week for a 
luncheon powwow at the New 

* York Athletic Club. 

Radio execs have yet to give 
their acquiescence, although no 
hurdles are anticipated. 








Slap Test Suits 
On Juke Boxes 
In Philadelphia 








Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 
The National Association of Per- 
forming Artists filed four suits in 


Common Pleas Court on Friday (4) 
to restrain the 
made by its members in coin-oper- 


use of recordings 


ated phonograph machines unless 
there is some remuneration to the 
members of the association. The 


suits were filed in the name of for- 
mer Mayor James J. Walker, NAPA 
prexy, and Fred Waring, as trustees 
The actions averred that the discs 
made by NAPA members are used 
in the juke boxes in violation of a 
notice on each record that they are 
to be used for non-commercial use 
only. 

The defendants named in the suits 
are Irwin Newman, trading as Mod- 
ern Music Machine Co.: Edward 
Klein, trading as Premier Automatic 
Music Co.: Maurice Finkel and Alex- 


ander Weiss, operating the High 
Point Amusement Co., all distribu- 
tors of juke boxes, and Ida Rosen- 
blutt, operator of the Gay Nineties | 
Cafe, in which a juke box is on loca- 
tion. The latter was named in the 
action as a test case. 

Herbert A. Speiser, counsel for 


NAPA, said that these were the first 
|Of a series of similar actions to be 
taken in all pai 
order to get 


ts of the country in 
the performing artists 
‘their rightful share’ of the take of 
the 300,000 coin-operated 
estimated to 
U. 6. 


machines 
be operating in the 


Metro’s ConditionsForASCAPR enewal 


Not Fancied By Society's Members 


Metro has expressed a willingness 
to signature a renewal contract with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers providing 
that the organization’s board of di- 
rectors agree to certain stipulated 
conditions. Indications are that! 
strong opposition to these conditions 
will. be voiced by the publisher | 
members on the board and that the 
latter will demand that if Metro 


| will have to be on the same terms as 


Eddy Howard’s Switch 


Eddy Howard, Columbia Record 
soloist and former vocalist with Dick 
Jurgens, changed his spots last week 
and switched from sweet to swing. 
Usually a singer of ballads he cut | 
four sides in hop tempo with a band 
led by Teddy Wilson. ‘Stardust’ 
and ‘Exactly Like You’ served. 

Band was composed of Wilson at 
Piano; Yank Porter, drums; Benny 
Morten, trombone; Charley Chris- 
tians, guitar, and Bud Freeman, sax. 


any other publisher member. The} 
three firms in the Metro group are 
Robbins Music Corp., Leo Feist, Inc., 
and Miller Music, Inc. 

The three conditions set forth by 
Metro are: al 

1 ASCAP must agree to maintain | 
a statistical breakdown on the num- 
ber of usages in film theatres, as pre- 
vails in the case of radio, and 
apportion a segment of the royalties 
on this basis. 

2. Assurance must be given that 
there will be no raise in the seat fee 


| circumstances 


_ + 
for film theatres during the term of 
the new contract. 

3. Someth 1g shall be done about 


adjusting the availability rating of 
Miller Music, which Metro thinks is 
pegged too low. 

Board members who have been 
apprised of Metro’s approach and 
reservations have taken the position 


that the three firms involved wouid | 
| again be welcomed to the ASCAP 
iroster but that they will not counte- 


nance any amendments in the new 
membership contract. They hold 
that ASCAP should not under any 
guarantee to peg the 
at a certain level for any 


seat fee 


period unless the figure is provided | 


for in an actual contract. ASCAP 
will agree, they point out, to grant 
theatre operators the same terms as 
now prevailing as long as it’s in an 
agreement and ASCAP is ready to 
issue such contracts for either five 
or ten-year terms, provided that the 


same period is acceptable to all thea- | 


tre operators. 





Lee Dixon as Leader 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 8 


Lee Dixon, stage and screen hoofer 
'whose last Broadway appearance 
was in ‘Higher and Higher,’ is on 


verge of organizing a dance band 
with Pittsburgh musicians. He’s al- 
ready talked to Clare Meeder, head 
'of AFM Local 60, about obtaining a 
leader’s card and understood that it’s 


okay with union exec providing 
Dixon goes through with his an- 
{nounced plan of employing boys 


from Local 60’s rolls. 

A well-known local night 
already assured Dixon that he can 
have the band spot there when and 
if, with former WB featured player 
;set to start organizing Just as soon 
as he winds up current engagement 
at Grey Wolf Tavern in nearby 
Sharon, Pa. He opened there last 
Wednesday (2) following two-week 
istretch here at Nixon Cafe. 


spot has 


+ 
| 
| 


NBC last week informed the lead- 
|ing band booking offices that it was 
| prepared to enter into contracts with 
all of them for sustaining pickup 
| Wires. It makes the first time that 
| NBC has sought such deals from the 
band business in general. Until re- 
cently NBC had an exclusive ar- 
rangement on this score with Consol- 
idated Radio Artists, Inc. The exclu- 
Sive alliance ended with the settle- 
iment agreement under which Con- 
| solidated is required to pay $40,000 
| due the network for lines at the rate 
of $2,500 a month. 

John F. Royal last Thursday (3) 
called in Music Corp. of America, 
|General Amusement Corp., the Wil- 
|liam Morris office and Consolidated 
|and asked them to submit proposi- 
| tions for the purchase of wires. He 
|asked the booking ofices to advise 
| him how many band pickup periods 
‘each would obligate itself for and 
how much of an annual guarantee for 
such lines each was ready to offer. 
| Through the old deal with Consoli- 
| dated, NBC was guaranteed $50,000 a 
| year. 

Columbia has for a number of 
years had a contract with MCA 
which guarantees the network a min- 
mum of $75,000 a year for pickup 
| lines....This contract provides that 
the network make available to MCA 
bands a minimum of 20 hours a 
week. When CBS and MCA made 
their original deal the network was 
to be recomvensed by the booking 
office deducting 24% from the gross 
income of 10 stipulated name bands. 
Subsequently the musicians union 
banned such deductions and MCA 
elected to assume the cost of the net- 
work lines and get what it could 
frum the resale of the facilities after 
the needs of this select 10 have been 
filled. 


More Delay on ASCAP 
Constitutionality Issue 
In Tacoma Fed. Court 








Seattle, Oct. 8. 


Specia! three-judge Federal court 
in Tacoma last week reserved de- 
cision in the move to declare uncon- 
stitutional the law barring the 


American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers to do business 
in this State. The court ame 
time allowed an intervening defend- 
ant, John G. Lockart, of a 
local tavern, 30 days in which to file 
a brief against the invalidation of the 
law. The State’s attorney general 
did not oppose the requested perma- 
nent injunction. 

Case was originally thrown out of 
the federal court on the ground that 
the latter had no jurisdiction. The 
U. S. supreme court later ruled that 
the matter should be reviewed by a 


at tne 


operator 


pecial master. A. E. Blair, the spe- 
cial master, agreed that the case was 
within the federal court’s jurisdic- 
tion, and the latest action, in which 
ASCAP was joined by KMO, Taco- 
ma, seeks to have the master’s report 
confirmed 

Attempt by the Washington State 
Restaurant Owners Association to 
enter the case at this point failed 


before the three-judge court, but the 
latter did consent to accept a bill of 
exception from Lockhart as an indi- 
vidual use of music. ASCAP entered 
into a settlement with a majority of 
the State’s broadcasters early in Au- 
gust, and the only thing now left for 
the old resumption of licensing con- 


| tract relations between the two fac- 


tions is the handing down of the re- 
quested injunction. 
LONG INTO ROSELAND 

Johnny Long band goes back into 
Roseland Ballroom, New York, Nov. 
21 for a solid six months. It’s there 
now, but bows out in favor of Gene 
Krupa Oct. 25. 

Krupa stays 


returns. 


a month, then Long 
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these two plus Johnny Green, Ben 
Cutler, Nathaniel Shilkret and 
Meyer Davis. There’s a move on to 
add Glenn Miller to the committee 
on the premise that thus almost 
every existing phase of the orchestra 
business—from recording and so- 
ciety’ work to straight dansapation 
and swing—would be embraced. 
However, the committee, as it stands, 
is believed to take in a comprehen- 
sive cross-section of the leaders and 
their sundry types of music. 

The committee was set up last 
Wednesday (2) at a closed confab at 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y., following the 
two previous POWwWOWwS called by 
Russ Morgan to ad lib, in open 
forum, first with ASCAP and later 
with BMI officials. Both groups 
were presented with the bandmen's 
problem that it meant scrapping 
valuable libraries if, after Dec. 31, 
1940, ASCAP music was kept off the 
major networks, due to refusal to 
compromise on the Society’s de- | 
mands for a new (upped) contract. 

The maestros’ position right along 
has been, and still is, that they’re 
not concerned with the dollar value 
of the ASCAP-broadcasters’ dicker- 
ings and bickering, but that, es- 
sentially, if a certain choice group 
of songs were barred from their 
repertoire — meaning, of course, 
ASCAP music—it must mean that 
the bands would not be giving the 
public their ‘best 


Urge ASCAP-NAB Huddle 


Continued from page 41 








‘the threat whereby the AFM might 


interpose itself did not assert itself. 
Whether the musicians union later 
on may enlist the national AFM, or 





its president, James C. Petrillo, as a} 


wedge in the scrap, is still open. For 
the moment the maestros merely 
want both sides to sit down and kick 
their licensing problem around. 
Unlike the first two 


Wednesday powwow, some 46 in all, 
including a few business managers 
for the bands and their attorneys. 
All appreciated Morgan's initiative 
in keynoting the middle course for 
the radio-music fight, with an eye to 
the interests of the leader, on the 


‘premise that if the interpretive artist 


did not assert his position now, he 


|might never be given consideration 


later, when it might be too late. In- 


'cidentally, ASCAP, of which Mor- 
'gan is a writer-member, voted him 


a vote of thanks for his efforts. 
Morgan Not Negotiating Unit 
Attending the luncheon, besides 

Rosenberg and Morgan, were Sam 

Suber, business agent for 802; Paul 

Specht, personal rep for Morgan; 

Harry Goodman, Mort Davis, Johnny 


Green, Fred Williamson, Herb Gor- 
‘don, R. P. Johnson, Meyer Davis, 
'Gray Gordon, Lang Thompson, Bert 
| Gervis, Al Kavelin, Lou Sherwood, 


Art Michaud, Jim Peppe, E. Krasny, 


‘Jack Philbin, Ed Kirkeby, A. Pine, 


performance.’| Harold Oxley, Van Alexander, Jan 


Also, the element figures that valu-/| Savitt, Pancho, Tom Morton, Bob 
able musical libraries, accumulated | Day, Stan Zucker, D. George, Ben 
through the years, would have to be | Cutler, Corky O’Keefe, Rudy Vallee, 


scrapped in favor of non-ASCAP or 


public domain music. | 

Threat Non-Assertive | 

With president Jack Rosenberg of| ton, H. Morse (for Ben Cutler), H. 

Local 802, New York, American Fed- John Gluskin, Teddy Powell, Fred 
eration of Musicians, presiding at the | Waring. 


bandleaders’ third meeting, which 
was strictly among themselves, sans 
press or music-radio representatives, 


L.A. to L. A. 


Starting Oct. 9 
PARAMOUNT, Los Angeles 
For Nine Days 


LOUIS 
ARMSTRONG 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


featuring 


MIDGE WILLIAMS 


and 


SONNY WOODS 


Doing the Vocals 
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DECCA RECORDS 
EXCLUSIVELY 


Personal Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
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Paul Dennis, Mike Vallon (for 
Woody Herman), Sleepy Hall, Nat 
Shilkret, Eddy Duthin, Barry Win- 


Morgan is not on the negotiating 


committee because, directly after | 
closing his Hotel Pennsylvania 
(N. Y.) engagement on Saturday, 


when he was succeeded this week 
by Glenn Miller, he leaves on one- 


| 
nighters, heading towards the Bev-| 


| 
| 
| 


erly Hills club at, Newport, Ky., 
thence to Chi and the Coast. 
The orchestra leaders’ letter to 


Messrs. Buck, Paley, Trammell, Mc- 
Cosker and Miller follows: 


(Copy) 


Mr. Niles Trammell, 
National Broadcasting Co., 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Trammell: 

You are doubtless aware of the 
series of meetings held recently 
for the purpose of determining the 
status of the interpretive artists 
in general, and the musicians in 
particular, in the trade difference 
presently existing between ASCAP 
and the radio networks. 

A group of active ORCHESTRA 
LEADERS was invited to meet 
with representatives of ASCAP, 
and at a subsequent date conferred 
with officials of BROADCAST 
MUSIC, INC. After hearing both 
sides offer a series of conflicting 
claims, the ORCHESTRA LEAD- 
ERS assembled on Wednesday of 
this week to discuss the situation 
among themselves to determine 
the manner in which their own in- 
terests were most affected. At this 


meetings, | 
more name leaders showed up at the | 
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Robert Stolz’ Greatest Waltz Hit 
Since His “Two Hearts In 3/4 Time / 
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meeting a committee was ap- 
pointed with instructions to use 
its best efforts to bring the prin- 
cipals together on neutral grounds 
to reopen the suspended negotia- 
tions. It was generally conceded 
that if this move was successful 
the arguments that presently serve 
only to cloud the issue could be 
successfully liquidated. 


The ORCHESTRA LEADER is 
not concerned with the dollar dif- 
ferences in this controversy. He 
is primarily concerned with the 
presentation of compositions that 
will meet with favorable PUBLIC 
acceptance, regardless of their 
origin. Only through the interpre- 
tation of such material can he be 
assured of the perpetuity of his 
own organization. Notwithstand- 
ing the unique or extraordinary 
ability of the director, the compo- 
sitions he selects for presentation 
must have the approval of the 
listening PUBLIC or his reputation 
and income will suffer. 

While the differences existing 
between ASCAP and Broadcasters 
were in no manner generated by 
either the INTERPRETIVE ART- 
ISTS or the GENERAL PUBLIC, 
they alone will be the chief suf- 
ferers. The ORCHESTRAS will 
be prohibited from broadcasting 
countless compositions whose pop- 
ularity has been solidified through 
years of unceasing usage and the 
PUBLIC will be denied the priv- 
ilege of hearing them. The situation 
will undoubtedly react unfavor- 
ably on the entire industry and, 
pending any adjustment, the OR- 
CHESTRA LEADER will carry the 
burden of responsibility since he 
is the connecting link between the 
creator, purveyor and the general 
public. 

The recent network edict call- 
ing for the interpolation of a mini- 
mum of three non-ASCAP compo- 


sitions on every sustaining pro- 
gram provides a new financial 
burden for the ORCHESTRA 


LEADER which he would not be 
requested to shoulder under nor- 
mal conditions. If this situation 
goes beyond January Ist, every 
active RADIO BROADCASTING 
ORCHESTRA LEADER will be 
forced to junk invaluable libraries 
of specially arranged ASCAP com- 
positions. Cheerfully admitting the 
existence of countless non-ASCAP 
tunes, the matter of procuring and 
arrarging same creates a new 
financial and laborious hardship. 

With a wide open mind, we be- 
lieve that both principals in this 
controversy have just claims, but 
the existing differences can only 
be eliminated through friendly ne- 
gotiations. We have been advised 
by Mr. Gene Buck, President of 
ASCAP, that he is ready and will- 
ing to meet accredited representa- 
tives of the networks and the af- 
filiated stations at any time and 
any place. Mr. Sidney Kaye de- 
clared that the Broadcasters would 
gladly meet with ASCAP’s execu- 
tives. 

Under such circumstances, our 
Committee of Orchestra Leaders 
would like to expedite this meet- 
ing, without any act as 
an arbiter, or participate in the 
negotiations. Toward this end, our 
Committee would appreciate a 
preliminary conference, with your- 


desire to 


self and your associates in the 
broadcasting industry present, to 
complete arrangements for the 


initial meeting of all principals. 
We respectfully await your de- 
cision as to time and place for this 
conference ‘and may we suggest a 
luncheon at the New York Athletic 
Club during the early part of next 
week. 
Respectfully yours, 
Orchestra Leaders Committee. 
(signed) FRED WARING. 
Chairman. 
COMMITTEE: 
Fred Waring, Chairman 
Eddy Duchin 
Johnny Green 
Ben Cutler 
Nathaniel Shilkret 
Meyer Davis » 





Bill Wolfe, Charles Bush 
Under Harry Moss, MCA 


Bill Wolfe and Charles Bush have 
been added to the Music Corporation 
of America band department, to 
handle club bookings. Dates they’ll 
seek will be local New York single- 
nighters, parties, organization hops, 
etc, 

They’re under the direction 
Harry Moss. 


of 





Mrs, Courtland D. Ferguson, for- 
merly a pianist at WJSV, Washing- 
ton, under the name Lucille Pierce, 
alleged to have composed ‘For One 
Lovely Moment,’ sung by Lanny 





| 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. tol AM. 





Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
| NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


Monday through Sunday (Sept. 30-Oct, 6). 


Total represents accumulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 am. Symbol * 
denotes film song, t stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 


listings. 
GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Practice Makes Perfect (10)..........ccsssccscccevcees a 48 
NO Sr IE a eh es as a ene Beak ae mie “aie 43 
Now I Lay Me Down to Dream (4)..........0...ceeeee | - 38 
ee SE EEE UDI eo go bh s 2 oa be O94 8 o bees s oaw Ra 33 
ee See EY OID, & 5:00 oo bdo oh Gis bos ve ¥s 0.0-00.05009 09% (ee . = 
Ty RR Pere re ee Pe ee Pere eee 27 
Our Love Affair (4)...*Strike Up the Band............ SE hs 0 ces + 
PD SOc cc be bdeerese been secs ons cvedicvescessccects Robbins ....... 23 
RE Er eer rer er TT errr ere Shapiro ....... 22 
ree IE Nc a tn gs acc escgasteeseucebobecs OS ae 22 
Looking for Yesterday (5)....... Oe ees, ener ry | | See 22 
Only Forever (6)...*Rhythm on the River............ MOIUEE <ccccccces 21 
Te ge ee ee eer rer er ee. See: Chappell ..... ~ 
Dae ee ee Pee SOP ine vincia deb bondt dade daes ches ee . 
I'm Nobody’s Baby (17)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb.... Feist ......... » 
That’s for Me (9)...*Rhythm on the River......... eee Famous ...... e 
I Could Make You Care (3)...*Ladies Must Live.......Witmark ..... « 
Go Bee FR ee eee rrr rer a 17 
a ora a acdab sada dak cds es anes CRAY Few ses SMODIFTO 2 .cecee 16 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (13)............ ee 16 
When the Swallows Come Back (15).............0.00. Witmark ...... 16 
a oa Se eb cle ey UK 06.6. dak as meee ck ae / er 15 
| A EE CE Sn cs pe aceon sede anedes veces aed Ae 15 
| Madame Will Drop Her Shawl (1)............00ec eevee POOES 8.80 e85 o08 13 
| Moon Won't Talk (6)..... ie ete Tk «kc bad ee atta eee 13 
Rhumboogie (6)...*Argentine Nights...... Bigs re ad ed ree 12 
ee OE te Ne GA Ps 0. ¥:6 0:5 oe 000 655500600008 Music Note.... 12 
Two Dreams Met (1)...*Down Argentine Way........ re 12 
World Is in Your Arms (1)...tHold On to Your Hats...Chappell ..... : 
Ph Tee Cee Wh HOGI CED) 6s cc ce ccc cccvcdeceece’ > ar ll 
5 Ce Ie We COIs oon ewe cnc beweeeeeeva Peery s = . hk 
I Hear Music (1)...*Dancing on a Dime............. Pamous .....< 11 
cy eee er rrr ae «e il 
Get the Moon Out of Your Eyes (11).................. Paramount moe 
SOUn, B PU OR ATOPICOR COP) 62s so nics wosvrews codon sees a ee 11 
eR rs the NG ds hg dw oss Cas vbw Vuaee an 0dekae OT eae 11 
Dene FDP VOe CIPO PO CEN a ino v'cs ona ccc aamecacecse , ee 10 
One Look at You (8)...*A Night at Earl Carroll’s..... Paramount . 10 
SOLE Mee SEO OOO PRUE LED eos von 0 05.000 0% 6h cae deceare ROOM Sic cod 10 











GEORGIE AULD CALLS | ™”=RY wnorny's wzaven 
NEW BUNCH TOGETHER 


| Samaritan hospital following a fall 





Georgie Auld, sax player who 


|} took over the original Artie Shaw 


band business, only to have it fold 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 


Murry Brophy, Coast head of Co- 
lumbia Management, is in Good 


down the stairs from his office. In- 


| juries added up to torn muscles from 


|}under him in Florida, is expecting | 
| to put a new band in rehearsal Fri- 


| day 


(11). 


|; moment to debut the new band at 
| the Famous Door, New York, fol- | 
|} lowing the current Teddy Powell. 


| the current Ray Heatherton 


| 





| south, 


After being set adrift by the col- 


There’s a deal on at the | 


lapse of the ex-Shaw crew in the | 


Auld joined Jan _ Savitt’s 


band. He quit it in Chicago several | 
months ago and has since been do- |! 


ing nothing, 


MINOR TEMPEST 








Bowman Room Seems To Be Sway- 
ing But Not Swinging 





Question of whether 
Biltmore hotel, 


or not the 


New York, has 


| booked itself a ‘hot band’ to replace 


| Hotel 


band 
started quite a controversy. 

management has contracted 
for the Will Bradley outfit for eight 
weeks beginning Nov. 11 in its Bow- 
man Room. So much of a departure 
is this from the spot’s past policies, 
that the hotel igs busily trying to 
divert attention from the booking. It 


has 


is endeavoring, in view of its usual | 


patronage, which leans toward 
softer rhythms, to deny a ‘hot band’ 


| has been hired and to find out who 
| Started the ‘rumor.’ 


In a cleverly worded press release 


sent out last week, and which some 


|New York dailies used almost ver- 


| 





batim, the hotel seemingly denies 
that Heatherton is leaving and 
Bradley replacing. It states that 


Heatherton’s engagement ‘has been 
So gratifying’ that he has been ex- 
tended well into November, which is 
true. Bradley starts the 11th. Says 
also that ‘there is no intention of 
bringing a ‘hot band’ into the Bow- 
man Room’ and that ‘Heatherton’s 


successor will be announced at the | 


proper time, but not until then.’ 
Bradley is going in to play soft 
arrangements of Viennese Waltzes, 
rhumbas, tangoes, etc., for the din- 
ner session, arrangements that the 
band has been working on for some 
time, and play its usual style for 
Supper in an effort to corral Visiting 
college kids, 


return during the winter. 





Nacio Herb Brown and Gus Kahn 
writing songs for ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at 


| Metro. 





Werner Heymann signed to write 


Ross on a recent nation-wide CBS | the music for the Ernst Lubitsch pic- 
|ture, ‘Divorces.’ 


broadcast. 


Heatherton, the hotel | 
| says, will be brought back to play a 


——_s 





| | three vertebrae and bruises. 
band when Shaw stepped out of the | 
} 


He'll be out in a few days. 








The biggest request song in the 
country ... Bing Crosby’s Ballad 
Hit from Paramount’s “Rhythm 
On The River”, . 


ONLY 
FOREVER 


By Burke and Monaco 





Hoagy Carmichael’s Latest 


CAN’T GET 
INDIANA 
OFF MY MIND 


A Brand New Novelty 


| JUST WANNA 
PLAY WITH YOU 


By David and Solman 





A Beautiful, Timely Song 


GOODNIGHT 
MOTHER 


By David, Bryan and Lawnhurst 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT 


1619 Broadway New York 




















JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 


2nd WEEK 
FIESTA DANCETERIA 
NEW YORK 


Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY 
17 East 49th St.. New York 
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Ballroom May Cancel Tommy Dorsey 
Because of Theatre Date Conflict 





vv 


my Dorsey may be cancelled 
eg his scheduled six-week stand 
at the Palladium, Hollywood’s new 
deluxe ballroom, because he has ac- 
cepted an offer to play the Para- 
mount theatre in the same town for 
two weeks prior to the Palladium 
date, Oct. 31. Louis Brecker, oper- 
ator of the Roseland ballroom, N. Y,, 
and a partner in the Hollywood bali- 
room, was trying to decide yesterday 
(Tuesday) what legal recourse he 
should pursue against Dorsey. 
Brecker booked the date for Dor- 
sey’s opening of the Palladium over 
the head of the Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica. In the meantime MCA had ob- 
tained the bid from Fanchon & 
Marco for Dorsey’s theatre services. 
According to Brecker, Dorsey had 
assured him that he would not okay 
the date unless he received the con- 
sent of Brecker and his Hollywood 
partner, and that before the pair had 
an opportunity to give him a joint 
answer Dorsey confirmed the Para- 
mount date. Brecker now holds that 
by playing the Paramount in ad- 
vance of the ballroom’s opening 
Dorsey would take the edge off his 
exploitation value as the first band 
to play the new spot, as well as af- 
fecting the Palladium’s boxoffice. 
Under the contract that Dorsey has 
with the Palladium the latter is ob-| 
ligated to pay for the air transporta- 
tion of Dorsey and his band to New 
York from Hollywood so that they 
ean fill as New York date Dec. 17. 


MARKS SUES STASNY 
OVER ‘RANCHO GRANDE’ 


Betty F. Stasny, president of Stasny 








MYSTERIOUS FIRM 


Mutual Music Society, Inc., Shrouds 
Its Purposes 








Albany, Oct. 8. 

Mutual Music Society, Inc., has 
| been chartered to conduct a busi- 
ness in musical and dramatic works 
jin New York, Capital stock author- 
ized is $1,000, with $10 the par value 
| of each share of stock. 

| Directors are Sidney A. Diamond, 
iJerome H. Adler and Rose Patur. 
Diamond, Rabin, Botein & Mackay, 
of New York, were the filing attor- 
neys, 








Purposes of the above incorpora- 


,tion are wrapped in mystery. The 


incorporators and board members 
are each employees of the DRB&M 
law firm, and the only explanation 
forthcoming was that the cdérpora- 
tion had been set up to take care 
of the acquisition of some copy- 
rights. No further info as to the 
principals was disclosed by the law 
firm. Milton Diamond, of the firm, 


represents Decca, and David Mackay, 
Victor, 


‘Desert Song’ Plagiarism’ 
Suit to Trial Next Week; 
Sprague, Ex-NBC, Handles 


Largest-scale song plagiarism suit 
in memory of New York attorneys 
will go to trial in U. S. District 
Court in Manhattan at the beginning 











Music Corp., was added as a party | 
defendant Friday (4) to the suit of| 
E. B. Marks Music Corp. against | 
Stasny Music when Federal Judge | 
Murray Hulbert in New York con- | 
cluded that she, as president of the} 
defendant, controlled all its affairs | 
and is responsible for its policies. | 

Suit claims infringment of the | 
song, ‘Alla En El Rancho Grande,’ | 
composed by Silvano R. Ramos in| 
1927, and assigned to Marks. Stasny | 
is accused of having made new ver- 
sions and arrangements of it. De- 
fense claims that the song was in the 
public domain for years in Mexico 
before Ramos ‘composed’ it. 


BENNY GOODMAN BACK 


Due For Oct. 19 Start—Also to Stunt 
With N. Y. Philharmonic 











Benny Goodman expects to make a 
guest appearance with the New York 
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra 
at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., either Dec. 
12 or 13 as a means of ballyhooing 
his return to the band business. 
Deal is not closed as yet. He 
will do a Debussy composition and 
Mozart’s Concerto for clarinet, a 
piece he did last year in a guest 
appearance with the Buffalo Phil- 
harmonic. It’s not his first crack at 


longhair stuff, having played with | 


various well known string quartets. 
He and his band have appeared both 
at Carnegie Hall and Town Hall be- 
fore. 

Leader put his new band into re- 
hearsal at Columbia Record’s studios 
in New York Monday (9), but the 
casting of it still remains a bit ob- 
scure, He will definitely have Artie 
Bernstein on _ bass; 
drums; Charlie Christians, 
Sam Donahue, 
on sax, and Helen Forrest as vo- 
calist. Other men supposedly set 
and the taking of which has their 


Davey Tough, | 
guitar; | 
from Harry James | 


| 
| 


} 


. } 
present leaders screaming for Good- | 


man’s scalp are, Skippy Martin, sax, 
from Jan Savitt; Spots Esposito, 
trumpet, from the same outfit; Chris 
Griffin, trumpet; Nate Kazebier, 
trumpet, and Gus Bivona, who led 
a band at Post Lodge, Larchmont, 
N. Y., all summer as Gus Bennett, 
another sax. One trombone and 
Teddy Wilson on piano are still un- 
decided. 

There’s a _ possibility Goodman's 
band may not be ready for the first 
of the one-night college dates he has 
accepted, at Washington & Lee U., 
Oct. 19. In that event he is sup- 
posed to be considering using and 
fronting the band of Sonny Burke, 
a crew he is interested in. Good- 
man’s arranger, Eddie Sauter, has 
been arranging for a violin section 
in the band, but they'll not be used 


ttn 


on single dates, only on location or ‘tion on a film that eventually was 
a radio commercial if those things | shelved. He’s been back in the east 


come through. 


| disks of the seng. 





} 


|of America 


of next week. Based on an alleged 
infringement in ‘The Desert Song,’ 
it involves 21 defendants and per- 
haps millions of dollars. Included in 
the group against whom claims are 
made are the two top radio net- 
works, two song publishers, two 
legit producers, Warner Bros., Vic- 
tor, Brunswick, Columbia and Amer- 
ican Record Cos., four New York 
radio stations, as well as the com- 
posers, Sigmund Romberg, who 
wrote the music, and Otto Harbach 
and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, lyricists. 

Bringing the action is Joseph 
John Davilla, who claims that in 
1918 he wrote a tune called ‘If I 
Were a Spider and You Were a Fly,’ 
on which ‘Desert Song,’ composed 
in 1926, infringed. Davilla, inci- 
dentally, is represented by Stuart 
Sprague, former counsel for NBC. 
Schwartz & Frohlich, as attorneys 
for ASCAP, are chief defense coun- 
sel, repping all the ASCAP publish- 
| ers and writers involved, 


Davilla is asking for an account- 
ing of the profits of each defendant 
resulting from his connection with 
the ‘Desert Song.’ In addition, he 
asks general damages of $300,000, 
plus $250 from the broadcasting 
companies for each performance on 
the air. Suit was filed in 1938 and 
defense will maintain that in wait- 
ing 12 years Davilla forfeited any 
right to infringement charges. 

Among the defendants, Harms is 
involved as publisher of the tune; 
|M. Witmark & Sons as an associate 
of Harms; Laurence Schwab and 
|Frank Mandel as producers of the 
| Broadway musical in which the song 
| was used; Warner Bros. and Vita- 
graph as producers of a film con- | 
taining the tune; Stanley Company 
and Stanley-Mark- 
Strand Corp. as owners of theatres 
which played the picture; NBC, | 
CBS, WOR, WMCA, WHN and the 
four record pressers, who released 











Del Casino Rehearses Band 
| 


Del Casino, radio singer currently | 
on the ‘Laugh and Swing Club’ 
show on WOR-Mutual, is rehearsing 
a band for dance work. He’s put- | 
ting through its preliminary paces in | 
New York a sweet outfit composed | 
of three fiddles, three sax, four | 
rhythm and three brass. It’s not/| 
tied to any agency as yet. 

After some time on sustaining and 
commercial radio in New York, the 
singer had spent almost a year on 
the coast waiting to begin produc- 











about six months. 





Good Old Uncle 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Dick Powell’s reprise of the 
patriotic tune, ‘He’s My Uncle,’ 
on Maxwell House airer may 
cost the show its exclusive for 


Now-Shag Arcadia, 





New York, Has 


Same Bouncers, Doormen, Etc., 14 Yrs, 








radio. When Lew Pollack and 
Charles Newman ground out the 
number and turned it over to the 
java show, the provision went Orchestra That Started Maria) 
with it that no one else would Kramer Fuss Quits CRA 
get it without a waiver from 
Powell. Les Brown orchestra, which 
Song is enjoying such brisk |opened up the controversy over | 
sheet sales that, in deference to | whether or not Mrs. Maria Kramer 
the composers, the exclusive will | demanded pieces of bands before | 
be relaxed. Powell sings it for booking them into her Lincoln and 
the fourth time on this week’s Edison hotels, New York, has been | 
(Thurs.) broadcast. released from its booking contract | 


GLASER HAS LES BROWN 






































een 'at Consolidated Radio Artists and is | 
— now exclusively under the manage- 
91 ment of Joe Glaser. It was Glaser 
B | L L 5 T E | N who stymied the attempt of Mrs. | 
Kramer to corral a percentage of | 
Brown by telling her she’d first have 
to pay him the money he had in- 
LEG OFF T0 vested in the band. She refused and 
cut Brown’s stand at the Lincoln 
hotel to one week instead of four, 
which started an investigation by 
KNEE N. Y. local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians into her 
activities. 
Glaser left for San Francisco yes- 
terday (Tuesday) to look in on an- 
Blood clot that formed in the left other of his properties, the new 
leg of W. H. (Billy) Stein, v.p. Of | Lionel Hampton. band which opened 
Music Corp. of America, forced an| Friday (4) at Sweet's Ballroom, 
amputation of the leg Monday (7)| Oakland, Calif, Hampton’s outfit com- 
in Fifth Ave. Hospital, New York.’ prises 15 pieces including three men 
Operation severed the limb just be- who double on fiddles for sweet stuff. 
low the knee. — er ae i It has four and a half weeks booked 
ment is fair. Formation of the clot for a shakedown cruise up and down 
followed a heart attack suffered by the west coast. ° 
him Sept. 28. It occurred in his 
apartment in New York, er - . : 
n making~-his head- 
a oor St. Louis Promoter’s Idea 
Operation was the second per- ° 
memee on him. The first was = Is to Hire Name For 
Wednesday (2) when the leg was cu a 
open in an effort to restore circula- Use With Local Group 
tion. It looked for a time like the 
amputation would not be necessary, 
or that only a big toe would Short string of private society 
have to be removed. Effort proved! parties in St. Louis, Mo., have evi- 
fruitless, however, and the amputa-/| dently been sold the idea of hiring 
tion followed. Doctors stated Mon-| name band leaders to front a local so- 
day (7) a “ o the | ciety band mecenally led Se 6 eae 
leg may not be all that can be done.| Downey. Latter is handling all ne- 
It is possible for the destructive clot | gotiations for importing topflight 
to reform and require additional | patoneers to front his band and has | 
surgery. |already hired Johnny Green, con- 
Jules Stein, head of MCA and) ductor of Philip Morris radio shows, | 
nang + ane ey te ae age Migs for the first shindig scheduled for | 
rom California nesday | Nov. 2. 
has remained at the bedside since. vs | 
News of the operation shocked the | 


Green will fly to St. Louis that 
day for the job, and will be paid 
approximately $1,000 for the solo 
one-nighter, the figure including his 


entire trade where Billy Stein is 
very well regarded. 





Eddy Duchin or Horace Heidt for | 
similar hops which are sched- | 
uled for Nov. 15 and 27. 


MUZAK BREACH OF FLA. 
DEAL CHARGED IN SUIT, | 


Max J. Kramer filed suit Friday 




















(4) in N. Y. supreme court against NEAR-RIOT AT HAWKINS 
Muzak Corp., seeking damages of | 
$250,000 for alleged breach of con- G ALLOP IN BUFF ALO 
tract. Plaintiff claims he entered an 
agreement in January, 1940, whereby 
|he was granted the exclusive right Buffalo, Oct. 8. 
| to Muzak in Miami and Miami Beach,|_ Erskine Hawkins’ one-nighter here 
| for transmission of musical records | Wednesday (2) turned into a near-| 
over the telephone. iriot in which two cops were hurt, 
Contract was breached, it is al-| seyen Negroes arrested and a quan- 
leged, when the defendant also li- | tity of marijuana cigarettes seized. 
censed others there and failed to| One cop lost his revolver in the 
provide equipment for the plaintiff.| melee, in which a special bluecoat 
Defendant was to have received 10% | had to threaten dancers with a pistol 
of the gross under the agreement. ito restore order. 





Hawkins’ bandsmen were innocent | 
bystanders at disturbance which oc- | 


, ‘ed in closing hours of shuffle, | 
Bert Shefter's $35,800 oossed Sty Moomminity elas 
Suit Against His Att’y 





Negro group. More than 1,000 per- 


ithe two merged in 1936. 


| ness, 


’% 
_ 


Arcadia Ballroom, New York, 
celebrated its 16th anniversary of 
operation last night (Tuesday) with 
Rudy Vallee, Russ Morgan’s band, 
and the Bobby Day and Fenton 
Bros. orchestras. Vallee’s purpose 
was to introduce the Fentons, a crew 
that he is sponsoring. 


Spot, according to Hugh Corrigan, 
its manager for the past 14 years, 
has not changed ownership since it 
openéd and on top of that has been 
manned by the same crew of door- 
men, bouncers, etc., for as long as 
he’s been manager. Building and 
ground is owned by Coiumbia Uni- 
versity. 


Arcadia is not a jitterbug dancery. 
It maintains a bouncer to halt all 
attempts at shag, etc. In fact there 
is a house rule that orders the usual 
two bands on tap to play at least 
16 waltzes, eight rhumbas, four 
tangoes and four congas, each night. 


J. W. MURRAY 
COL. DISC VP. 


James W. Murray, once comptrol+ 
ler of the old Columbia Phonograph 
Company, has been installed by Co- 
lumbia Records as executive v.p. and 
general manager, headquartering at 
the outfit’s Bridgeport, Conn., press- 
ing plant. Appointment was official- 
ly announced Monday (7), but he 
had been added during last week. 


Stretch as comptroller of Columbia 
Phonograph was from 1928 to 1932 
when he went to Japan as v.p., treas- 
urer and director of Nipponophone, 
Japanese record outfit. He subse- 
quently became managing director of 
the combined Nipponophone and 
RCA Victor Company of Japan when 
He had 








| been back in the U. S. since 1939. 





MRS. JACK LITTLE, 
WIFE-MANAGER, DIES 


Mrs. Tea Little, 36, who was well 





transportation expenses. Downey is | known toe the band business and the 
currently angling for Kay Kyser, | 


publishing trade as the manager of 
her leader husband, Jack Little, died 
Oct. 4 in Brooklyn of meningitis of 
the brain. Little flew in the same 
night from Kansas City where he 
was playing the Meuhlebach hotel. 


Mrs. Little developed quite a repu- 
tation for her aggressiveness and en- 
terprise in furthering the career of 
her husband. There have been few 
wife-managers in the orchestra busi- 
Mrs. B. A. Rolfe did it for a 
while and of late there’s been the 
case Of Mrs. Paul (Margaret) White- 
man. 


Burial was in the plot of her 


family in Albany. Her father, Harry 
Hellman, is the operator of theatres 


in the Albany-Troy area. The 
Littles recently adopted two chil- 
dren. 





Little Cancels Date 


Des Moines, Oct. 8." 
Death of Little Jack Little’s wife 


tion of Hertz before trial. Examina- 


|tion will take place tceday (Wed.). 


Plaintiff claims that on April 2, 
1940, he entered into an agreement 
with the defendant for seven years 
at $100 weekly to render musical 


services. The contract was breached | 


by failure to pay on May 13, it is 
claimed. Hertz claims that certain 
monies were obtained from musical 
compositions by Shefter which he 
failed to give him (Hertz). Shefter, 
on the other hand, states that he as- 
signed compositions to the defendant 
when the agreement was 


| which have not been returned. 


Billy Hinds into Hotel Schenley, 
Pittsburgh, for resumption of week- 
end dancing during fall and winter 
season. Hinds, a KDKA announcer, 


was the last maestro there in the | 


spring. 


made, | 








sons were on the floor when one)” New York last Friday caused can- 
shuffler began plunging his fist cellation of his band’s engagement at 
A suit for $35,800 by Bert Shefter, | through windows of third-floor dance yar Peonage ee nae eneeey 
musician, composer, ; musical ar-| hall. Cop on duty collared him, was Secen iitie Samar ee eee 
ranger, orchestra leader, concert and promptly jumped on by two others Alled io aie ey , 
| stage artist, against his attorney and , but managed to nab one of the latter. | 
personal representative, Douglas G. Dozen other dancers threw bottles 
Hertz, was revealed Friday (4) in and rushed bluecoat as he hustled his ° + 
N. Y. supreme court, when Justice | prisoner into an elevator, but Special Armida of Mexico 
Aaron Steuer ordered the examina- | Policeman James Isabel halted them 


with a threat to shoot. Crowd then | H d L : E }! 
rushed for the exits as police cars | eads atin nsem e 
from all over the city 
the scene. One of first police re-| Armida, Mexican vaude-nitery-film 
inforcements to enter hall was struck | dancer and singer and one-time pro- 
in the head by a chair. |'tege of Gus Edwards, has formed a 
Police held five men and two [atin-tempoed band of her own 
women. Check of pockets disclosed which she will debut at the Beach- 
a dozen razors and knifes and a meat | comber, New York, Dec. 10, replac- 
cleaver. The marijuana cigarettes | ing the Chavez orchestra. Latter, 
, were found about the floor. |with Sonny Kendis’ crew, shifts to 
the Beachcomber, Miami, where it 


screamed to | 











ee . — . . 
aoe until Xavier Cugat’s band 

| British Hit to Shapiro | comes in Jan. 27. 
| Other outfits down so far for 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has, Florida stands this winter include 


_bought the rights to the tune, ‘Walk- 
in’ Through Mockin’ Bird Lane,’ from 
Stasny Music Co. Purchase was in- 
spired by the circumstance that the 
song has become a hit in England. 

The British rights to the number 
are held by Peter Maurice. 


Pancho’s group, which goes into the 
Five O’Clock Club, Miami, Dec. 20, 
‘but is preceded by Arthur Warren, 
who opens Oct. 31. Vincent Bragale 
goes into the Dempsey-Vanderbilt, 
Miami Beach, on an indefinite date 
|in December. a 


| 
i 
4 
ii. 


eee 


mt Qe wee et 


ss 





_ apenas = 


tag 


i 
‘ PR RSS AE 
wtnned 2 See S | Par hg Te PEROT 


nh ily trend we, 
ee en eed 


5 apa he 





CP OO ea ei a De 


+ eens 


ee er 


ee 


‘ 





gate 
te ee Cl 


yn rere | 





44 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 9, 1919 





Sam Lyons Gives His Fellow 10%ers 


A Brushoff on Show Biz ‘Ethics’ 





By HOBE MORRISON 


‘You know what’s wrong with 
show business?’ demanded Sam 
Lyons, in what might have been 


those very words. One of his hearers 


sensed another endless rehash of that | 


perennial Times Square controversy, 
and started to tiptoe away, but the 
demon dialectic agent was not to be 
thwarted. ‘Sit down,” he said, stir- 
ring the dregs of his coffee, ‘and I'll 
tell you.’ The truant sighed and 
sat. 


‘The trouble with show business,’ 
the agent announced firmly, ‘is the 
agents.” That sourided like a new 
approach, from an agent, so his visi- 
tor yanked his chair under the table 
and leaned attentively forward. 
‘Sure,’ repeated Lyons, ‘the trouble 
is that agents aren’t permitted to 
handie actors the way they should.’ 

Oh, the old squawk all over again, 
thought his listener. But there was 
no escaping now, so he Paned back, 
while Lyons paused and_ glanced 
across Sardi’s luncheon table at the 
others. 


‘How can an agent work for an 
actor when Equity won’t let him sign 
the actor to a contract?’ he resumed. 
‘It’s crazy, it’s stupid, it’s insane. 
Every time I try to get a certain sal- 
ary for an actor, to build him up, 
what happens? Why, some other 


agent offers him to the same pro- | 


ducer for a lower figure. How can I 
do business that way? I'll never be 
able to work for an actor unless I’m 
allowed to have him under contract 
to me, so other agents can’t under- 
mine me with him right in the mid- 
dle of negotiations. 

‘Not only other agents can under- 
cut me with the same actor,’ he hur- 
ried on, ‘but frequently the actor will 
undercut himself by going behind 
my back and offering himself to the 
producer for a lower figure than I’m 
asking. But if agents were allowed 
to have actors under contract that 
wouldn’t be possible. No sir, as 
long as Equity continues the same 
rules the agents will never be able 
to help the theatre. 


Exhibit No. 1 


‘Take Jimmy Savo there,’ he con- 
tinued in his almost-understandable 
accent. ‘When I first started handling 
Jimmy he was getting $275 a week 
for himself and his wife. Is that 
right, Jimmy?’ And as Savo nodded 
solemnly, Lyons hammered on, ‘Now 
he gets $2,000 a week as a single. 
Could I have done that if some other 
agent could undersell me? Of course 
not. That’s only because Jimmy 
knows I’m working for him and he 
won't let any other agent cut his 


prite, and he won't cut it himself 
for any wanager, either. Isn’t that 
right, Jimmy” Again the comic took 
the cigar stub out of his mouth and 
nodded. ‘That's right,’ he remarked, 
gravely. 

His voice gradually rising,. the 
agent thumped the table to empha- 
size his statements, as those at 
jnearby tables looked around curi- 
,Ously or nodded as they passed on 


‘the way out of the restaurant. But 
Lyons was not through. ‘If you 


want to bring back the theatre,’ he 
declared, ‘force every actor to have 
an agent—just one agent. Then 
there'll be no more undercutting of 
one agent by another 


Undercutting Themselves 


Another thing. No actor should 
be allowed to negotiate a contract 
with a producer unless his agent is 
there. That would prevent actors 
from undercutting themselves. And 
no agent should be allowed to act as 
exclusive casting directors for any 
producer. That’s criminal. That 
makes the agent work for the pro- 
ducer, although being paid commis- 
sions by the actors. If the producer 
is too incompetent or lazy to do his 
own casting with actors sent by all 
agents he should pay someone to do 
it for him, not expect the actors to 
do so,’ he insisted. 

‘If Equity wants to regulate the 


agents it should clamp down on the | 


unlicensed agents instead of passing 
crazy rules to prevent the legitimate 
agents from properly protecting the 
actors. People are always yelling 
about the agents, yet there are two 
or three unlicensed agents for every 
licensed one—and it’s the unlicensed 
ones who make the trouble. There 
are several lawyers who openly act 
as agents, some of them having ac- 
tors under contract as we aren’t al- 
lowed to do. If I want to set a deal 
for one of their people I have to split 
commissions with them. Would they 
split their legal fees with me if one 
of the actors I handle got a divorce?’ 
He shrugged expressively. ‘What do 
you think?’ 


Producers Also 


‘But the producers are as much to 
blame as anyone. Not long ago a 
producer came to me with the script 
of a musical, saying he wanted a 
name cast but didn’t feel he could 
risk the kind of budget the stars 
would involve. ‘All right,’ I said. 
‘ll make a deal with you. 
you three stars whose normal salary 
would total $5,500 a week, and I'll 
let you have ’em for $3,000. That 
means those three actors would be 
putting up $2,500 a week toward your 
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I'll get | 


|VAUDE VICE SAPOLIOED 


BURLEY AT ALVIN, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 8. 


Alvin here, after four weeks, aban- 
dons midwest burlesque wheel shows 
for five to six vaude acts booked by 

|Leo Shalkin of the William Morris 
| office in Chicago. Theatre will con- 
|tinue with its permanent line of 16 
| girls, however. 

Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz, now 
‘operating the Alvin, are burlesque 
| veterans who held forth for many 
| years at the Gayety. In their new 
location in the heart of the loop, 
drawing many women® and young 
| people, they eliminated all stripping 
| and blue lines and business from the 
| burlesque roadshows after three days 
‘of the first week. Boxoffice re- 
| sponse, however, has not been suffi- 
cient to warrant retention of the 
laundried burley offerings. 


| 
| 


production. Therefore, when 
production investment is paid off, the 
three of them will share in 


profits according to the share of the | 


total investment they’ve advanced.’ 

‘Do you think he'd agree to that? 
Don’t be crazy, of course he wouldn't. 
He talked like I was trying to em- 
bezzle everything he owned. Okay, 
I told him. You want the actors to 
‘share the risk of your production, 
even participate in the initial ®x- 
pense, but you won't share the profits 
with them. Well, I think you're a 
dirty so-and-so. I called him a string 
of unprintable names—and I pro- 
/nounced them correctly, too.’ 

No Lilies 


‘Agents are the punching bags of 
show business,’ he continued, ‘and 
rightly so. Agents are mean, grasp- 
|ing, unreasonable guys because that’s 
|their job. An actor ean’t be nasty 
in his dealings with producers; that’s 


for. Sure, I agree agents are 
good. Why, do you realize there 
hasn’t been an agent who died in the 
last two years. Agents don’t die any- 
more. That's because St. Peter has 
finally gotten on to how mean they 
are. He won't take any of them in 
Heaven and even the sinners con- 
demned in hell don’t want to asso- 
ciate with them, so there’s nowhere 
for them to go. That’s why none 
jhave died in recent years. I don’t 





Unit Review 











NEW FADS AND FACES 


(STATE THEATRE, SALISBURY, 
N. C. 





Salisbury, N. C., Oct. 5. 








The Rixfords, Two Black Spots, 
Roshee and Lee; Christine Silliman, 


| Baba Rita Bennett, Lillian Mitchelti, 
| Frank Smedick’s Band, Line. 


‘New Fads and Faces’ opened the 
vaudfilm season here, and drew 
capacity houses and a good reaction. 
Producer-manager Owen 
brought in the show. He is well 
known here, having played Salis- 
bury for the past several seasons. 

Highlighting are the Rixfords, in 


| novelty hand-to-hand and head-to- 


your | 


jugglers and globe rollers. 

The two Black Spots, Billy Hen- 
derson and Turk McBee, Jr., sell 
their blackface act well. The jokes 
are ancient, but they have a lively 


_act despite the handicap. 


the | 





lat the Rainbow Room, N. Y., while 


: ea’? {all elated that 
what he pays his agent a commission | 


no | 


Bold, for Salisbury, is the strip ind 
semi-nude numbers by Christine 
Silliman, billed as Vanessi, 
‘Parisienne dancer of exotic move- 
ment.’ In a refreshing spot follow- 


ing the strip, and quite a contrast, | 


is Baby Rita, four-year-old daughter , 
of the Owen Bennetts, who 
well. 

Completing the layout are Lillian 
Mitchell, with her accordion, Frank 
Smedieck and his band and a line of 
six girls. 

Show runs 55 minutes. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Hard. 





Saranac Lake, Oct. 8. 
Hazel Coleman, ex-NVA_ and 
Roger-site, who saw years of ozoning, | 
she is her former 
self again. She recently knocked off 
a first prize in a dancing contest 


on a big-town vacash. 


Eddie McDonald, who left here 
months ago, here for a weekend 
|check-up. Medico says that he is 
| okay. 


Regan. 


{know what’s going to happen to us. | 


| We'll just have to live forever, or 
j}until St. Peter or the spirits in hell 
| forget, I guess.’ 

Strolling toward the door, Lyons 
stopped for a few moments’ conver- 
{sation with Harold Clurman, Group 
Theatre director, and Kermit Bloom- 
|garten, general manager. Then he 
started across 44th street toward 
Broadway. ‘They want a leading man 
for their new production,’ he re- 
marked. ‘I told them to send the 
|author over to my place in Connecti- 
‘cut on Sunday. I'll have Ralph 
Holmes there then. That’s a better 
way for an actor to meet the author 
than in an office. See what an agent 
can do for an actor?’ 

Amen 

| After leaving Lyons, his somewhat 
| groggy listener walked a few steps 
up Broadway and met a leading the- 


to a brief second-hand outline of the 
agent’s views. ‘Hum. There may be 
some wisdom in part 
says,” the legalite remarked, ‘but if 
|I had anything to say about it any 
actor could abrogate his contract 
| with an agent at will; and that goes 
for Hollywood as well as Broadway. 
The agents are getting away with 
murder.’ 

A few moments later an actor was 
encountered. ‘Yeah, Lyons talks a 
|good case for the agents,’ he 





of the percenter’s 
talking through his Connecticut roof- 
top. There’s nothing in the Equity 
regulations to prevent him from 


ideas, ‘but he’s 


| 


Jimmy Johnson, fight big shot, in 
and out of the Rogers, ogling and 
mitting his former secretary, Margie 


Kitty Horan, who has done much 


to aid others during their little 
needy spells, to Philadelphia after 
a long siege of ozoning. 

Top reports that mean that they 
can go home were handed out to 


Bina Rogers, 
Fred Eslinger. 

Bernard Brewster, who helped a 
lot to cheer this colony with his 
m.c.ing and hoofing, signed up with 
the U. S. Flying Corps. Starts his 
duties at the Chanute Field, Rantoul, 
ill. 

Birthday wires and greetings were 
received from Mrs. William Morris, 
Mrs. Hattie Silverman, Joseph 


Maxine Miller and 


| Vaughey, Bobby Graham, Carl Kern, 


| Mayor Tom Ward, 


of what he} 


| grumbled, after hearing a repetition | 


signing an actor to an exclusive con- | 


tract. 


faith in the actor and believes he 
can do something for him, the agent 
can sign the actor to an exclusive 
personal management contract guar- 
anteeing him a specific amount a 
week. But what Lyons and all the 
agents want to do is to have the actor 
take all the risks, then if things 
work out, the agent cashes in on the 
profit. Who’s he to accuse a producer 
of wanting to insure profits without 
sharing the risk?’ 

‘You know what's 
show business?’ 

Ask somebody else. 


wrong with 





Scott Bradley conducting the score 
for the ‘Gallopin’ Gale’ cartoon, and 
Constantin Bakaleinikoff for ‘Utopia 
of Death’ short at Metro. 





Of course he isn’t allowed to | 
| tie an actor up without a guarantee. | 
Why should he? But if he really has | 





| 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Perry, Harry Martin, Tommy 
Vicks, Tudor Cameron and 86 other 
well-wishers, for which Happy Ben- 


| way humbly thanks you all. 
atrical attorney. The lawyer listened | Fi : 


Write to those who are iil. 


Guy Wood and Bickley Reichner | 
writing a theme song for ‘The Lady 
With Red Hair’ at Warners. 


Bennett | 


sings | 


‘SUE N. 0. ICE SHOW 
PROMOTER FOR $4,070 


New Orleans, Oct. g 

| Civil Judge Walter L. Gleason on 
, Wednesday (2) signed a provisiona| 
| seizure order in a suit filed by the 
| Municipal Auditorium Commission 
|against Prieur Leary, promoter of 
, the ‘Ice-Capades of 1941,’ who is al- 
leged to owe the commission $4,070 50 
;as the balance on the rental of the 
| auditorium, 

| The petition stated that Leary had 
agreed to rent the building at the 
following rates: $60 a day from Aug. 
1, 1940, through Aug. 24; $125 a day 
from Sept. 5 through Sept. 22, and 
_ 860 a day from Sept. 23 through Oct. 
i'l. The commission contends that 
Leary failed to pay all the sums as 





| head balancing, and Rishel and Lee, agreed. 


In order to secure full payment. 
the petition asked that equipment 
and property of the lessee should be 
seized until the amount still owing 
is paid in full. 





e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From VARIETY) 





Williarn Randolph Hearst was re- 


ported to have decided to become a 


one-man story trust for selling mo- 
tion picture material. The publisher 
was ‘buying everything.’ 





Too much competition was the 
bane of the cabaret biz in New York. 





The first critical boxscdre on the 
new legit season on Broadway found 
Alexander Woollcott, of the World, 
leading the crix with six correct 
guesses out of seven shows picked 
Gilbert Gabriel, of the Sun, was sec- 
ond with 10 out of 12. 





The largest number of extras in a 
picture in one day was used in the 
shooting of a scene in ‘Ben Hur, 
Metro employing 3,500 for the Circus 
Maximus shot. They were paid 
from $3 to $10 for the day. 





Polly Moran, the comedienne, was 
going in for beauty doctoring. Miss 
Moran, admitting that she was no 
raging beauty herself, said that was 
one reason for her wanting to go 
in for beautifying. She was going 
after the pro trade. 

After her long illness, Irene Frank 
lin made her comeback at the Pal- 
ace on Broadway, and clicked, as 
ever, in her songs, composed by her- 
self and husband, Jerry Jarnigan. 

Jane Cowl, with her husband and 
business manager, Adolph Klauber, 
left the Arch Selwyn management 
for that of Gilbert Miller, of the 
Frohman office. Miller was to be 
associated with Joseph Bickerton and 
Basil Dean in presenting Miss Cow! 
in Noel Coward’s ‘Easy Virtue.’ 
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Loew's, WHN, Poli Circuit Settle 
For $27,950 On Fatal Auto Crash 





Final phase of an auto accident 
last May 25 which resulted in the 
death of two performers and injuries 
to three others en route to play a 
one-night date at Loew’s Globe, 
Bridgeport, Conn.,, is the settlement 
by Loew’s, Station WHN and Poli 
New England Theatres, of suits filed 
and threatened. Amount paid out 
totals $27,950. 


Master Jay Bee (Shriftman), kid 
performer, was instantly killed when 
the car turned over several times 
after a tire blew out. Max Maurice 
(and Vincent), owner of the car, 
died a few days later in Stamford 
hospital. Maurice’s partner, Vincent 
(Abraham Horowitz), was driving 
and also was injured. 


Parents of Jay Bee received $7,500 
in the settlement, though their law- 
yer, John M. Keesing, had not filed 
suit. There was no settlement for 
the death of Maurice, but Natalie 
Boyle, a dancer, who is still unable 
to get around because of a broken 
back, received the largest amount, 
$16,750. Paul Gerson, another per- 
former injured, got $2,000, while Es- 
telle Shurry, singer, who sustained 
only minor hurts, received $500. 
Horowitz, the driver, got $1,200. 


Actually, only two suits were filed 
against the three companies, attor- 
ney Jonas T. Silverstone of N. Y. 
filing for $100,000 for Miss Boyle and 
$25,000 for Gerson. Silverstone re- 
fused to divulge the terms of the set- 
tlement, but these were revealed by 
other sources, 


The suits for Miss Boyle and Ger- 
s0n were based on the premise that 
the WHN Artists Bureau, which 
books the Bridgeport house, had in- 
structed the performers to travel in 
Maurice’s car. Because of this, it 
was held that Loew’s, the Station 
and Loew-owned Poli, which oper- 
ates the Globe Bridgeport, were re- 
sponsible for the deaths and injur- 
ies, although there is nothing in the 
Interstate Commerce and _ Public 
Service laws mentioning private cars 


as common carriers of performers. | Pomona. Understood, however, that 
It was also brought out in Silver-| he owned property in North Holly- 
stone’s affidavits that the performers wood 


| As a nut comic Cummings 


were to receive only $5 for the 
show, traveling about 120 miles up 
and back from New York. 


The accident, one of the most se- 
rious involving a show troupe in 


Detroit Houses Sign 
New Stagehands Deal 


Detroit, Oct. 8. 
With no great changes, save as 
pertaining to the new type of orches- 
tra pit stage, all Detroit’s major 
theatres have signed contracts for 
one year with Local 38, stagehands’ 
union, According to Ed King, busi- 


ness agent of the local, a few tech- 
nical changes were made in working 
conditions. 


The sole significant angle to the 
new contract applies to the Michigan 
and Fox, downtown picture houses 
which bring in occasional vaudeville. 
Permission was given to both to 
move the orchestra cars six feet 
further upstage—as far back as the 
present screen location—to have acts 
working out in front on the pit stage. 

The union puts two additional men 
on at each house, one to the shift. 
Last year’s wage scale will continue. 








Roy Cummings Who Took 
Falls All His Career 


Dies in Fall From Train 





Passing of Roy Cummings, who 
died at the age of 47 in San Bernar- 
dino, Cal., Oct. 1, was ironic. For- 
mer vaudevillian had been taking 
falls all his life, but was fatally in- 
jured by falling from the platform 
of a moving train. One report 


Add: Tropicana 


Another new tropical spot is 
scheduled for Broadway, New York, 
on the site of the now closed Ivan 
Frank’s Bavarian Restaurant. New 
one is to be called Treasure Island 
and will open Oct. 16 with Nano 
Rodrigo’s orchestra and Lolita Cor- 
doba. 

It’s almost next door to the new 
Tropicana, which is set to get going 
with colored vaude and Ella Fitz- 
gerald’s band on Oct. 18. New 
Sacasas band has been added as al- 
ternate to the Fitzgerald group. 
Tropicana was last the Hollywood, 
nee the Club Yumuri, a Cuban joint. 


AGVA ELECTION 











New York local of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists will hold 
its annual election of officers Oct. 
22. Balloting will be done by mail 
and at a meeting the morning of the 
election date. 

There'll be no national AGVA 
election this year, the union being 
unable to afford the convention from 
all locals that would be necessary ac- 
cording to the constitution. 

Jimmy Hollywood (Radio Rogues), 
currently in ‘Hellzapoppin,’ is op- 
posed by Pete Wells for the N.Y. 
presidency. There has been talk in 
AGVA of asking Wells to step aside 
and . make Hollywood’s_ election 
unanimous. 


NIX TAVERN LICENSE 
FOR NAZI HANGOUT 


Milwaukee, Oct. 8. 
Niteries and taverns that cater to 
Nazi and Silvershirt subversive ele- 
ments were given an idea of what 











IN N.Y. OCT. 22 


| back east on a freight in search of a| 


had it that he was beating his way | 
to expect henceforth when, on Fri- 
day (4), Judge Otto H. Breidenbach 


job, his last appearance being that of | in circuit court refused to upset the 





a clown at the Los Angeles Fair at| decision of the common council de- 


nying a tavern and dancehall license 
to the Highland cafe, popular mid- 
town spot which has been a gather- 
ing place for the pro-Nazi German 
American Volksbund. Previously, 
John Wintersberger, proprietor, had 
difficulty getting a license because 
he permitted Silvershirts to meet in 





was 
unique, a standard two-a-day turn. 
He would virtually ‘eat the scenery,’ 
working in one, diving into the drop, 
|falling out of stage boxes and being 


| 
| 


Kelly Re-Fired By AGVA Natl. Board 
When He Refuses ‘Reinstatement’ 


Until Union Purges Self of Reds 


Thomas E. Kelly, whose status as 
executive-secretary of the Philadele 
phia chapter of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists has had both the 
local and the national organizations 
embroiled for the last three months, 
has at last been definitely bounced 
by the union’s national board. Hoyt 
Haddock, national executive-secre- 
tary, instructed by the board to 
‘carry out a rehabilitation of the 
membership of the Philadelphia 
local,’ has reaffirmed his appoint- 
ment of Lee Travers as local execu- 
tive-secretary of the chapter. And 
Jack Miller, New York local repre- 
sentative, has been named national 
representative and goes to Philadel- 
phia to assist Travers. National 
board’s action was taken at its regu- 
lar meeting Monday (7). 

Three weeks ago the board had 
decided to reinstate him on a proba- 
tionary basis, provided he promised 
in writing to conform to the union’s 
constitution and obey the board’s 
instructions. However, Kelly noti- 
fied the board that he could not 
‘comply at this time’ because of a 
resolution by the local membership 
withdrawing from the national or- 
ganization ‘until the red element’ in 
AGVA was expelled and Kelly re- 
instated with full pay for the period 
he had been laid off. In view of that 
action, the board ousted Kelly as of 
‘permanent tenure.’ 

Monday’s ruling by the national 
board took the form of a lengthy 
opinion relating the entire Kelly 
situation from the beginning. 
ginning with the statement that Had- 





Mapy, Fernando Cortes 
Head Mexican Revue 





Mexico City, Oct. 8. 


A revue company to go into the 
Teatro Arbeu is being formed here! 
with Mapy and Fernando Cortes as 
its stars. This pair arrived in Mex- 
ico in August for two months at the 
| Follies Bergere with the comedian 
Cantinflas. Although a shade or two 
too classy for the market district 
house they clicked unmistakably. 
Hence the proposal to build a revue 
around them for the Arbeu. 


Mapy Cortes, an Argentine, has 
appeared in New York cafes and her 
husband, a Porto Rican, in various 
motion pictures in Spain. Both also 
speak English. 


L’ ville Dailies’ Annual 
‘Kentuckiana Institute’ 
Drew 56,000 to Shows 


Louisville, Oct. 8. 

‘Kentuckiana Institute,’ big fall 
festival promoted by the Courier- 
Journal and Times, with John Hoag- 
land handling the details, enlivened 
the town tremendously and chalked 
up an attendance mark of 56,000 for 
six days. Event, held from Sept. 30 
to Oct. 5, is underwritten by the 
newspapers as a trade stimulant, 
bringing patrons from a radius of 
100 miles. 


Fifth event of its kind locally, the 
newspapers offered five attractions 











Be- 








} : : ; dock’s original dismissal of the 
pn boa ee ee Philly exec had been at the national 
ot pay board’s instructions, the decision 


hundreds were turned | ; . 
— a he oo lie sng | then cited various clauses in both 
| elianenions Schiaparelli, Drew | the national and local constitutions 
|Pearson and Elmer Davis appear- giving it authority to oust any em- 
|ances, Wayne King was presented at | Ployee-officials at will. It stated that 
the Memorial Aud to capacity, and | despite Kelly’s repeated promises, 
later played for dancing at the | conditions in the Philly local had 
|Madrid Ballroom, both turnaways. | grown steadily worse and that, con- 
'Lectures were presented without | trary to its previously-stated intene 


his place, and he gained the right | : - 
to operate only after making an af- | shares. and all were presented to | tions, the local board refused to act. 
ae Dee. Kelly’s Defense N. G. 


fidavit that he would not again per- | Shaws wete held 0h Memorial 


. . ‘ . : . } 
nn itr agg tan atenrgy mninee | Aud, capacity 2,400, Columbia Audi- Kelly, according to the national 
if + gat Fae ge i'torium (capacity 800), Woman’s|board’s statement, failed to offer 
owever, the pro-Nazi Volksbund - ‘ 
did meet there and when Cornelius | Club Aud (capacity 800). Only other | proper defense for his actions, but 
P. Hanley, an attorney who had building with sufficient capacity to unconstitutionally appealed to the 
dropped in. resented bundsmen’s re- | handle crowds Would be the Jeffer- | local membership for support, After 
marks derogatory to America, its | $0" County Armory, with accomoda- | painstaking investigation, the board’s 
press and its policies, there was a| tions for 10,000, but promoters are of | report continued, li sweeping 
| free-for-all fight which resulted in | the opinion that the barn-like struc- | charges were leveled against Kelly 
the city’s refusal to again ‘neue © li- | ture is unsuitable for musical events | and all were proved with documen- 


years, pointed up the transportation | heaved into the orchestra pit. Cum- 
of vaude units via cars owned by|,.. ‘ “ ‘Fag 
actors; also that many acte |}mings also appeared in a ‘Ziegfeld 


are | aa? H " oy ye ? 

booked only because they own cars, Follies’ and in Winter Garden, N. ex 

4 é ;revues. Upon the decline of vaude- 
and that some bookers rarely take | \i1), a cet tn thee Caked teak bind 
into consideration the condition of little ene in 6 = prnese 
these cars. The car involved in this médnts = ae See 
accident was very old and Silver- Fhe os 3 
stone was prepared to prove that the| Cummings was eccentric off stage 
tire that blew out was 24 years old. |4S well as on. He was wed thrice, 














ST. 00 CAVALCADE with whom he appeared. Second | 
NETS FIREMEN $60,000 


| Roberts was the third. Comic at- 
tracted considerable newspaper at- 
tention when he lived in a house on 
|the river at Derby, Conn., with Miss 
| Roberts, and it was stated that the 








wife was Billie Shaw and Florence 
St. Louis, Oct. 8. 


|two ex-wives also resided there. 


St. Louis Cavalcade, produced by | Other reports were that the two 


the William Morris Agency for the 
Firemen’s Pension Fund, netted the 
fire laddies 
according to James E. Darst, man- 
ager of the $7,000,000 municipal aud- 
itorium. The total attendance for 
28 performances was about 168,000. 
Darst and Mayor Bernard F. Dick- 
mann, who with William Morris and 
Lou Wolfson conceived the idea of 
the show, have not decided whether 
a similar show will be staged next 
year, 

Darst said the profits of the Caval- 
cade equaled those of ‘Our Town 
Follies,’ presented by city employes 
last year, and the St. Louis National 
Horse Show in 1938, both sponsored 
by the firemen. The cost of presen- 


approximately $60,000, | 


| divorcees lived on the grounds but 
|not in the Cummings home. Spot was 
an actors colony which he built. 

He last appeared in vaude with 
Hazel Shelly. A daughter, Billy, 19 
who lives on the Coast, has appeared 
in several films. 


DESK-ROOM AGENTS 
LIABLE TO N.Y. TAX 


New York. 








| Editor, VARIrTy: 


It has come to the attention of this 
department that a number of booking 


tation of Cavalcade was approxi- | agents who sublease space from the- 


Mately $77,000. 


Mario Changing Over N.Y. 
Cotton Club as Palomar 


Site of the recently closed Cotton 
Club, New York, will be refurbished 
and reopened sometime in December 
as an American style dining and 
dancing spot using name bands. It’l] 
be operated by Mario, currently 
running the Hurricane, 








Paradise. 


which | gether 
Opened a couple of months ago in| month. 
the spot which formerly housed the | 


|atrical producers, either by way of 
telephone, mailing or other privi- 
leges, door listings, etc., have failed 
to make a return for the 1940 Occu- 
pancy Tax based upon the rental 
value of the subleases or the privi- 
leges extended to them. 

We would appreciate your calling 
to the attention of booking agents the 
fact that they are subject to. the 1940 
Occupancy Tax and must file a re- 
iturn with our department. Their 
failure to file such return will result 
jin an assessment of tax plus penalty 
|of five times the amount assessed, to- 
with fnterest at 5% per 





Your cooperation in calling this to 
the attention of the members of this 


New place will be called the Pal- | profession will be appreciated. 


Omar and will suppssedly be oper- 
ated along the same lines as the 
Blackhawk Cafe in Chicago. 


Very truly yours, 
Wiiliam Reid, 
(City Collector for N.Y.C.) 


cense to the place. 


Floria’ (0’Connor) 


Sues Partner Mario 








Eileen O’Connor, 21-year-old dan- 


cer, filed suit Monday (7) in N. Y. 
supreme court against her partner, 
|Mario Artames, seeking an injunc- 


, | tion to prevent him from appearing 


|with anyone but her in_ public. 
Artames is now at Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Plaintiff claims she is part of the 
dancing team of Mario and Floria, 
having signed a three-year contract 
with Artames on March 29, 1940. At 
the present time he is booked at the 
State under the team name, but with 
another dancer, whose name the 
| plaintiff does not know. Miss O’Con- 
{nor is a pupil of Michael Fokine, and 
‘has appeared with the Shuberts, the 
‘Trocadero and Adelphi in London, 
th. Ritz Carlton in N. Y., 
|} wood Restaurant in Hollywood, and 
|} in several plays. 





| 


‘Showing Act’ Coin 
Chicago, Oct. 8. 
Lyric, Indianapolis, which has been 
booking acts for showing dates at 
$5, $7.50 and $10 a head, will in- 
crease the minimum salary 
!these acts. Frank Dart, local booker 
ifor the Lyric, and the Chicago of- 
fice of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, insist that they were 
not engaged in any controversy 
over the showing dates and the sal- 
‘ aries. 
' However, they are anxious now 
\for the trade to know that these 
| salaries will be increased in the fu- 
iture. Round trip transportation will 
| be paid. 





' 


or lectures, 
With so many free events offered 


to the public, newspapers dipped | 
\into the red to stage the big affair, | 


but prime purpose was to bring 


visitors to town so that merchants | 


itary and direct evidence. Neverthe- 
less, the board decided to reinstate 
him on a probationary basis. At the 
same time it voted to ‘reprimand the 
national executive-secretary for pere 


the Holly- | 


paid | 


mitting this matter to become an un- 


necessary expense to the organization 


could participate in a real influx of | 
people from the surrounding area. |and for permitting same to disrupt 
membership and the na- 


j ithe local 
| tional board.’ 

BAN ON FEMMES PUTS | “Regarding the rat oe — 
at the tumultuous membership meet- 
QUIZ SHOW IN NITERY 


ing in Philly recently, withdrawing 
| from the national organization, the 
board’s statement said that the meet- 
ing in question was not composed of 
| Practically frozen out of any at-| members and was thus illegal. Only 
‘tempt to provide floorshow enter-, five members in good standing were 
tainment for it’s patrons because of | present when the session opened, 
the 10 p.m. curfew law on femme according to the board, and they 
employment, The Lobster, local | ‘left in disgust at the disruptive and 
nitery, has successfully adopted the undemocratic manner in which Kelly 
quiz and answer show commonly|and non-members were conducting 
found on curbstone etherings. WTHT | themselves.’ 
is ethering agent. | Asserting that a majority of those 
Spot, which in the daytime oper-| at the Philly meeting were agents 
ates as a semi-sophisticated eatery,|and managers who had no right to 
had found it’s night business on the | pe present, the board said that ‘the 
wane because of it’s failure to pro-| membership did not rule on the 
|vide what patrons called the ‘right| resolution in question.’ It concluded 
kind’ of entertainment. Customers that both the Philadelphia and na- 
balked at straight masculine shows. | tional memberships want to ‘conduct 
| Idea, for the audience and listener | themselves én conformity with the 
participation show, originated with! AGVA constitution.’ 
the Randall Advertising Agency, | 
'which sold it to Sam Triars, pro- | 
| prietor. 
| It is handled by Fred Bieber and 
/Paul Swimler, of the WTHT staff, 
and is of half-hour duration. Night- 
‘club participants are quizzed on a 
variety of subjects over the house} 
p.a. system in conjunction with the 
ethering. Success at answering the 
|questions brings awards of ‘rain-. 
checks’ (from two to eight), which | 
|can be converted to any drink the} 
| participant wants. Term ‘rainchecks’ 
\is used because of WTHT policy of 
‘not mentioning liquor. 








Hartford, Oct. 8. 





| 


‘Tobacco Commercial 
Set for Chi Oriental 


Chicago, Oct. 8. 

‘Uncle Walter’s Doghouse,’ radio 
show for Brown & Williamson toe 
bacco, has been set for a week at 
the Oriental here by Sidney Morse 
starting Friday (11). 

In the show are Tom Wallace, Vir- 
ginia Verrill, Doghouse quartet, Bob 
Strong’s orch and Charles Ion, 
i NBC announcer. 
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~ PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Jane Froman, Three Stooges, Bob) 
Evans, Johnny Barnes, Frankie Mas- | 
ters Orch with Marion Francis and 
Jay Matthews; ‘I Want a Divorce’? 
(Par), reviewed in Variety, Sept. 4. 








With four sockful acts and Frankie 
Masters’ crew on the bill, Paramount 
presents a tight 65-minute show this 
session. Jane Froman, in top spot, 
exhibits contralto pipes that are as 
flexible and well-controlled as ever 
and have taken on additional au 
thority with time. A nifty looker, 
Miss Froman keeps the proceedings 
handily in 7 


her clutch doing ‘Can’t 
Brush Me Off,’ a perfect choice as 
her opener; ‘Maybe,’ ‘Beguine,’ 
‘Lover Come Back to Me’ and closes 
with ‘’'m An American.’ Last num- 
ber also bows out the show, words 
being thrown on screen to permit 
the audience to join in. It works 
out effectively. 

Thiee Stooges use the same mate- 
rial as last season, but have modi- 
fied their presentation somewhat. 
There’s more dependence on gags 
and other spoken humor and less 
on the manslaughtering antics on 
which they used to thrive. Switch 
is debatable in results. It would no 
doubt indicate a more adult brand 
of comedy with a broader base—if 
the material was funnier. As it is, | 
Larry, Moe and Curley are not quite | 
so sharp as during appearances last 
season. The direction is correct, 
however. 

Top-strata ventriloquist is Bob 
Evans, working with a nondescript 
dummy that describes itself as hav- 
ing ‘combed my hair with an egg- 
beater to look like Wendell Will- 
kie.’ Evans’ patter is little more than 
mediocre, but his technique is per- 
fection. Fortunately, ‘he doesn’t 
burden the audience with the old 
water-drinking and smoking demon- 
strations. 

Winding up the quartet of individ- 
ual acts is Johnny Barnes, who is 
out of the cast of ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady,’ Buddy DeSylva musical cur- 
rent on Broadway. Barnes is a tap- 
ster of grade A ability. His awk- 
wardness with his body and hands, | 
however, is so extreme that it’s hard 
to tell whether the guy’s gagging or 
not. A blond, tousel-haired young- 
ster, he clicks well but would do 
better to vary his pace. 

Frankie Masters’ outfit 
the ears with a nice brand of sweet 
harmony. It doesn’t make the jit- | 
terbugs jump out of their seats, but 
it doesn’t force the oldsters to leave 
them either. Arrangements for the 








soothes | 


two pianos, four brass, four reeds, | 


bass fiddle, traps and guitar, are 
skillful. In addition, there’s a flock 
of novelty stuff that gives the im- 
pression Masters must have an un- 
cle who’s an electrician. Trick ma- 
terial is all based on lights flashing 
from their music stands on faces of 
soloists and choirs in the orch. They 
also repeat the “Ten Little Bottles’ 
electrical nifty which they have been 
doing for some time. 

Masters m.c.s the entire show 
and extremely smoothly, as befits the 
lengthy session he spent in that ca- 

acity at the Chicago theatre, Chi. 

fe also presents with the band 
Marion Francis, warbler, a swell- 
looker, but nasal and rather so-so on 
‘Nearness of You’ and ‘Nobody’s 
Baby.’ She is aided in the latter by 
a trio from the band harmonizing 
with her. Lads are better on that 
than they are in vocalizing ‘Rum 
Boogie,’ which follows. Jay Mat- 
thews, trumpeter, does a briefie solo, 
all in triple-tongue, for good results. 
Paramount exceeds itself 


which it dresses the band platform 





and music stands. It’s too, too| tle revue whipped up to maintain works in various sketches and at one 
sweet Also the corny slides it | the vaude policy does its chore ad- | point contributes a vocal of ‘I Can’ 
habitually flashes on the curtain. mirably. It’s the sort of bill on! Resist You.’ Even the extremely 
Herb. which each acts gets equal applause. poor public address system couldn't 
ee ee with —_ hn on have made it as bad as it sounded. 
in toy-soldier getups, a linegal doing Too, the so is done ji Me; Ss 
LYRIC, INDPLS. la brief vocal of ‘Something About tume. Fy F nly: ol Fry Little | 
|a Soldier,’ joining crowd for neat but look pretty in Spanish costumes. | 
Indianapolis, Oct.4. | Precision drill and taking center Fstrelita, another habitue of the 
Phil Spitalny All-Girl Orch, with mike | again for reprise, “I nerves Apollo stage, was lost in the shuffle 
Maxine, Evelyn, Three Little Words,| Something About a Juggler’ which | at this catching. Percy Verwayne 
Johnny, Myrna; ‘Queen of _ the brings on Charles Career. Latter qgeserves most of what few plaudits 
Toles?’ (Mono). works in red coat, carrying out the can be handed out. His characteriza- 
a military motif, and holds ‘em for 10 tion of a traditional Mexican bad- 

The ladies take over the stage this | Minutes with rapid succession Of man jis well handled. 
week at the Lyric, with only two balancing stunts, all using cocktail Carter’s band works the major 


pairs of pants visible during the 40- 
minutes running time. One pair is 
the inevitable white worn by 
band leader, Phil Spitalny, who is 
on stage throughout to wave the 
stick and to introduce a few of the 
performers. The other is the striped 
evening ones worn by a lad named 
Johnny, who appears briefly for a 
couple of nicely done tap dances. 
Otherwise, the girls in the band 
demonstrate that musical ability, 
whether boogie woogie, musical 
comedy or standard pops, is not con- 


fined to the male of the species. The | 


five-rhythm, five-brass, six-fiddle and 
four-sax sections hang together well, 


‘In the Mood,’ ‘Bolero’ and ‘God 
Bless America’ for a flag-waving fin- 
ish. Set is nicely lighted, but spot- 


men were working against the per- |! 


formers at show caught, missing 
every possible cue that could be 
missed without leaving the stage in 
total darkness. It got to be so bad 
that the band was threatened with 
a giggle breakup. , 

Maxine gives her alto interpreta- 
tion of “Tennessee Fish Fry’ and is 
then joined by the glee club on ‘Ave 
Maria. Evelyn fiddles ‘Breeze and 


|are the band’s vocalists. Tinny, 


, istic impFessfons of Edward G 


| House 


lan artist and show salesman. 


| Hungarian 


this | 
week in the flossy white satin with | 


the | 


I’ and ‘Never Smile _— en- | WEST END, N. ¥. 


tire fiddle section. 


Three Little Works were biggest | 


mitt winners at this) show with thei 
vocal clowning on /Tayern in Town’ 
and a hillbilly méaa Orch 
attempts comedy when Spitalny 
conducts an impressign of a rehear- 
sal, demonstrating the supposed 
trials of getting the girls down to 
business. 

A talented girk mimic, unbilled, 
Won a heavy rezponse with her real- 
Rob- 
inson. Gracie Allen, Charles Laugh- 
ton and Bette Davis Her facial 
likenesses are extremely well done. 
A new member of the band, Myrna, 
does nicely on an operatic number 
in coloratura soprano and leads com- 


aiso 


'munity singing on ‘God Bless Amer- 
| ica.’ 


In toto, it’s a neat show. Opening 


was slow, 


| attendance for heavy biz after open- 
about three- | 


ing day. House was ! 
quarters filled at third show Friday 
(4), Kiley. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 6. 
Jay C. Flippen with Dick King, 
Larry Adler, Mills Bros. (5), Holly- 
wood Co-eds (2), Phil Lampkin 
Orch (14)7 ‘Dance Girl, 
Dance’ (RKO). 


With Phil Lampkin and his pit 
orch moved on stage for extra-strong 
support and Jay C. Flippen pacing 
matters expertly, result is a socko 
roundup of talent and showmanship. 

Flippen hasn’t been here for some 





time and most of his material is re- | 


freshingly new. Loses no time in 
getting the feel of his audience and 
gets matters started nicely with ses- 
sion of acrobatic tappery by the 
Hollywood Co-eds, rather corny ap- 
ellation for duo of fast-working 
Okay series of tumbling 
tricks highlights their brief setto and 
serves to get layout off satisfacorily. 
Following a few gags, Flippen 
brings on Larry Adler, making a re- 
turn visit to his home town, and 
showing considerable Coreen 9 
e 
handles a harmonica in virtuoso 
fashion, making it count neatly on 
musical styles, swing to classic. Fol- 
lowing version of ‘Boog It,’ he does a 
medley of Stephen Foster tunes after 
which comes a rendition of ‘Second 
Phapsody,’ sold to the 
very hilt. He drew a series of bends. 
| Ravel's ‘Bolero,’ ‘St. Louis Blues’ and 
‘Beguine,’ plus a begoff, round out 
|a truly mS interlude and a natural 
for any entertainment setup. 
Flippen takes hold here with ses- 
|sion of stories and strongly sold vo- 
}cal of ‘Small Fry,’ a natural for 
| audiences here. Brings on Dick King, 
| who has more on tap than the ave- 
'rage stooge. Does a series of okay 
|impressions. Closing bit of hoofery 
|a la Bill Robinson is also very solid. 
| Mills Bros. close. On to nice re- 
| ception, quartet whack out series of 
| typical vocals to guitar accompani- 
|ment by added member, who’s kept 
‘in background. Versions of ‘Dinah,’ 
|*‘Never Smile,’ ‘Lucy Brown,’ ‘You 
|Tell Me Your Dream’ and ‘Pennsy!l- 
vbania 6-5000’ ring the bell resound- 
ingly. 
Biz fairly good.. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Burm, 


| 
| 


but word-of-mouth built | 


| 





‘Across the Border’—Revue with 


Benny Carter Orch (15), with Anna ‘Summertime.’ Boy's voice, however, 


Robinson, Roy Felton; Jimmy 


Baskette, Sandy Burns, Apus Brooks, 
Crackshot Hackett, Percy Verwayne, 
Mae Harris, 


Chink Collins, Edina 
Ophelia Diaz and Conga Troupe (6). 


Estrelita, Line of 16. eight showgirls. | 


‘Exile Express’ (6N), 


Under prices ranging from l5c at 


opening to 40c top evenings, the new | 


West End, in the heart of Harlem, 
is dishing out a lot of stage show, 
coupled to B films, in opposition to 
the nearby established Apollo. It’s 
a half a block away from the latter 
'at Eight avenue and 125th street. 
| However, if this 90-minute or so 
| book production by Charles Davis 
is any example of future entertain- 
|} ment here the price scale is about 
right. It's not worth more. 

West End opened Friday (4). 
Harry Brock, coencerned in the op- 
eration of the Triboro burlesque 
spot, across town from the West End, 
is one of its backers. House itself 
is big, seating about 2,000. 
opening ‘Across the Border’ 


revue 


is an indication of the type of en- | 


tertainment to be expected the ops 
of the spot are aiming at Harlem's 
Spanish section as well as the col- 
ored belt. Angling for the latter 
play will probably be difficult. 


There isn’t enough topflight colored | 
| talent around now to keep the Apol- | 


lo serviced for 52 weeks, let alone 
| furnishing strong opposition. 

| Sandy Burns, Apus Brooks, and 
| straight man Jimmy Baskette are 
;}more or less Apollo standbys and 
| they have their followers. Benny 
| Carter, though an infrequent visitor 
| to the Apollo, also has a following 
in this area. However, if the West 
End intends, or expects, to become 
/serious opposition to Harlem's No. 1 
| entertainment center, it will have to 
_do better than the revue it currently 
is showing during its opening week. 
| The layout, produced for the get- 
/away by Davis, is anything but at- 
tractive or appealing. It seems 
|cheaply turned out (at 40c top it 
| would have to be); scenery, except 
for one or two settings, is colorless. 
Costumes, however are better. As 
for its entertainment qualities, 
they're almost nil. Only interludes 
that strike any response is the finale 
session by Carter’s band, a couple of 


comedy sequences with Burns and | 


Brooks, and the apparently well re- 
hearsed work by the line. 


the latter much 
burlesque lookers. 
List of people in the show is long. 
They’re unbilled on stage and there 
is no program. On top of that, the 


in the manner of 


house’s front office seems none too | 


familiar with who’s who, so, this re- 
view will do the best it can in identi- 
|fying the various names and per- 
formances, 
volves around a portion of the U. S. 
Army on duty near the Mexican 
border. Burns and Brooks, helped 
by another comedian, Crackshot 
Hackett, and the straight Baskette, 
are privates and officer, respective- 
ly, and the whole thing is based on 
their activity, including visits to Mex 
boites, which, of course, brings in 
the various singers, dancers, et al. 
| One of the poorest bits is put on by 
| Ophelia Diaz and her conga troupe. 
| She and a semi-stripped male go 
through a series of mad gyrations, 


Washington, Oct. 5. backed by four kneeling girls in 

Charles Career, Ed Roeker, Grace proper costume. It may be some 
and Nikko, Sixteen Gae Foster Girls;| sort of interpretative dance, from 
‘No Time for Comedy’ (WB). the unintelligible chant the male 


The pic 
this week, but the unpretentious Lit- 


paraphernalia. 
plaudits. 
Six gals saunter on in 


another on his arm, his companion 


introducing him not to the audience 


is carrying the marquee 


Each stunt good for 


evening 
gowns and Ed Roeker strolls in with 


first runs through, but it leaves an 
auditor asking why. 


Chink Collins is the juvenile. He 


portion of the layout from the pit, 
then shifts to the stage, an idea bor- 
rowed from the Apollo. The work 
of the outfit’s drummer while in the 
pit is inexcusable as far as the pa- 
tron side of the foots 


but apparently to one of her gal is concerned. 
: ; : His bass ling ise J ive 
friends. Handsome blond baritone aden oe ——_ we “ve 
goes right into ‘Maybe,’ a la con-| ©: : are, was 


| versation with one of the gals, fol- 
and 
His 


| lows with ‘Stout Hearted Men’ 
| finishes with ‘Old Man River.’ 
;full minute plug for his radio to- 


; bacco sponsor is overdoing it a bit, 
gave his strong Nelgon 
Eddyish warbling hefty applause. As 
encore Roeker goes into ‘Blueberry 
; : 2 in striking 
with ear-pleasing arrangements of | strapless white dresses for green and 
| white parasol number, built up pe 
yals 


| but they 


Hill’ as line reappears 


clever changing-light effects., 
| fall back as chandelier is let down 
and Grace and Nikko take center for 
| ballroom burlesque. Pair have some 
| showmanlike lifts sufficiently dif- 
| ferent to hold ’em to the straight 
| stuff, and the comedy, although put- 
‘ing too much emphasis on face-rub- 
bing, also is enough out of the groove 
to keep them in the upper brackets 
of a highly over crowded branch of 
their profession. 
Biz light at show caught. Craig. 


heavy enough to vibrate the thea- | 
Once on the stage, how- | 
ever, the Carter unit proves to be | 


tre’s seats. 
the only thing that might be called 


It’s a good setup, composed of four 
sax, four rhythm, three trumpets 
and three trombones, besides the 
leader. It’s strictly in the colored 


has little truck with ballads. 
jive, though, it clicks off some neat 
work, the topper being its socko ar- 
rangement of ‘Slow Freight.’ An- 
other number, labeled ‘Africonga,’ 
may be okay stage material for this 
part of town, but nowhere else 
would they stand for almost 
minutes of a drum break. 
beater knocks 
which reveals little in the way of 
technical skill that would prove at- 
tractive to the unitiated. 

Anna Robimson and Roy Felton 


Skin- 


If the | 


Show- | 
girls do nothing but pose and parade, | 


Theme of the layout re- | 


professional. But it doesn’t do much. | 


idiom, being an inflexible — that | 
] On | 


five | 


himself out in a solo | 


seemingly makeshift mike, makes it 


almost impossible to get a line on 
her voice on ‘Old Man River’ and 


rates a nod. It rose over the defec- 
‘tive wiring on a well done ‘All This 
and Heaven Too’ and ‘When Swal- 
lows Come Back to Capistrano.’ 
Layout is down for a full week. 
Wood, 


| TOWER, K.C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 5. 


Charles and Helen Stone, Ed Ford | 
and Whitey, Morell Sisters (3) and 
Harding, Posey and 
(8), Herb Six 


Billy, Lester 
Overton House Line 
Orch (9); ‘Slightly Teyrpted’ (U). 
———— > 
After a shot or two of stage band 

units, Tower is back on its regular 
| sked of combo of house regulars, 
| weekly amateurs and imported acts 
for a few weeks. With any kind of 
| support from the standard acts this 
| policy usually sums up into accept- 
able entertainment. The 48 minutes 
is mostly well paced with but one or 
|; two sags in the route. 
| ‘Hillbilly Hilarity’ is chosen as the 
title of the week, setting the mood 
| for band numbers and line work. 
| Girls get off routines of rural kicks 
jat opening and again at closing, and at 
| mid-show bandmen and line indulge 
| in bit of production. Herb Six gets 
his men off the stand down front as 
a hillbilly band for some _ good 
| specialty work. 


First standard act is mixture of 


roller skating, terp and singing by 
| the Morell threesome and Billy. Two 
adult gals and male partner, evi- 
dently parent of the trio, go through 
all the ins and outs of roller-skating. 
Juve member of the act, seven year 
wld Beverly, then sings and terps 
'and does some contortionistic acro- 
batics while her father twirls on 
wheels. Act is fast but overly long. 

In deuce, Charles and Helen Stone 





tap out dance interpretations of such | 
familiar tunes as ‘Whistler and His 


Dog’ and ‘Yes We Have No Bananas,’ 
to which they run the route of vari- 
ous steps. Couple are snappy and 
| work hard. Following bit by the 
band and line, John Posey and Del 
|, Overton come on as amateur win- 
| ners. They're acrobats. While two- 
some exhibit some difficult tricks, bit 
is extremely rough. 
their first time on a stage. 

Lester Harding of the house regu- 
| lars gives ‘Blueberry Hill’ and ‘I 
Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now’ as 
his baritone singing chores, and then 
turns final spot over to Ed Ford with 
his terrier, Whitey. Routine of the 
tipsy mutt is good for chuckles and 
pair get large share of applause. 

Biz about holding its own. Quin, 


| STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Lou Breese Orch, with Barry 
Warren; Marty May, Diosa Costello 
and Co. (2), Hat LeRoy; ‘They Drive 
by Night’ (WB). 


| Three acts and the house band 
make up a good show. Outstanding, 
of course, is the Lou Breesé orch. 
Breese has been a popular figure in 
this territory for some time now, and 
has gotten a great radi§ buildup lo- 
cally. On this basis his boxoffice 
name is assured, and his ability to 
play any show has been established 
in theatres and at such niteries as 
the local Chez Paree. 

Outfit turns in a neat job of sup- 
porting the acts here, and a couple 
of these turns need special 
paniment for their dance rhythms. 

On their own, the Breese orchestra 
comes through with a fine musical 
session, giving the audience a varied 
array of tunes, all done up in bright 
musical packages. Breese himself is 
a stage asset on his easy manner and 
showmanship. 
the show, and okay, too. 

Breese has come up with a new 
young singer, Barry Warren, who 
scored solidly with this audience on 
handling of ballads. Remainder of 


the show is composed of three 
Singles. 
Marty May is in as comic. It’s a 


shame about May. He’s a comic who 
has been on the verge of clicking for 
years but who has always been his 
own worst enemy. Has a splendid 
stage personality and is liked imme- 
diately. But then he cools off fast 
for the simple reason that he has ab- 
solutely no material. He has a couple 
of jokes out of Joe Miller and the 
audience knows the answers before 
May tells ’em fne punchline. 

From the ‘Too Many Girls’ musical 
which closed here a couple of weeks 
|}and Hal LeRoy. Miss Costello has 
| plenty of tropical vigor ‘and appeal, 
|but stays on twice as long as she 


‘should. She gives out with some hot | 


;conga dancing assisted by a special 
|conga drummer, and it is a fine va- 
riety routine. 
stalling talk with Breese and May 
| which could be eliminated. On her 


audience. 

Standard for some time is LeRoy, 
, Who always clicks with his sharp tap 
dancing. He has color and flash in 
| his work, aided by a real showman- 
ship personality. His hoofing is at- 


tractive for any audience and he sold | 


| himself powerfully here. 
Business fine at the last show 
Friday (4). Gold 


It’s supposedly 


accom- | 


He m.c.s for much of | 


ago come two singles, Diosa Costello | 


But there is a lot of | 


own dancing Miss Costello is a bright | 
spot and can make good with any | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Leo Reisman Orch with Jean Car- 
roll and Jack Kilty; Bobby May 
Mario and Floria, Benay Venuta’ 
Don Rice; ‘Rhythm on the River’ 
(Par). 





Aggregation at the State this ses- 
sion comprises acts which are indi- 
vidually medium-good and as a 
whole make up a show which doesn’t 
rise above that category. There's 
nothing particularly sock enough to 
lift the presentation out of the rou- 
tine. And So it clicks only mildly. 

Leo Reisman’s crew gets the pro- 
ceedings under way in nice fashion 
| with two unbilled hula terpers per- 
forming on a darkened stage, their 
fluorescent grass skirts and Reis- 
man’s outlined fiddle being all that 
show. Band’s outpouring ranges 
from medium-sweet to medium-jive. 
It’s fair enough but not distinguished 
in either category. 

Reisman m.c.s in a strange but 
amusing sort of way. He seems un- 
certain on what to say although the 
words come satisfactorily enourh, 
His exaggerated batoning of the 
orch, however, is a doubtful process, 

Ballading with the band are Jean 
Carroll and Jack Kilty. Miss Car- 
roll, a blonde wearing a vivid red 
dress, is on Only for a quickie with 
‘Ferry Boat Serenade,’ and that’s 
lenough. She’s just so-so. Kilty 
| sports a nice baritone. 
| Bobby May is a topnotch juggler 
| who’s trying to impart a personality 
into his act. The idea is good, the 
enactment is not, Instead of walk- 
ing, May does a peculiar stomach- 
first slither around the _ stage. 
Whether he’s supposed to be drunk, 
just funny or portraying boredom 
with juggling isn’t clear. Informal 
costume, consisting of light trousers, 
red, short-sleeved sports shirt and 
light tie, is also disconcerting and 
detracts from appeal of the turn. 
May is such an expert at giving new 
twists to Indian clubs, top hat spin- 
ning, rubber balls and the other old 
reliables, perhaps he’d do best. to 
|merely concentrate on that instead 
|of diverting attention with the al- 
|leged personality. 


Benay Venuta remains her old 

| legit and radio self, her torchy pipe- 
| work still causing part of the audi- 
ence to enthuse while leaving others 
perfectly cold. seemed about half 
| and half at final show opening day. 
| Ballroom team of Mario and 
Floria, in their pleasant American- 
ish appearance, belie their foreign 
tags and accents. Also, when it 
|seems that every step, spin and lift 
imaginable has been used by terp 
duos already, it is a pleasure to find 
la team like this, which appears to 
|have not only some slick variations 
| but some new bits altogether. Their 
| work is strong throughout, needing 
|only a more definite switch in style 
and rhythms in occasional numbers 
| to avoid possibility of monotony. 

Comic Don Rice is on for the 

closer. With a couple of stooges in 
ithe house good for one gag apiece 
land a flock of props in the footlights, 
|he nevertheless scores only medi- 
ocrely. Gags are either old or just 
not good enough for best results. A 











tall guy, the kinks he puts in his 
spine to get down to the level of 
the mike made this audiencé un- 
comfortable and mav have con- 
tributed to the half-hearted re- 
snonse. Herb. 


| EARLE, PHILLY 


——~ 


Philadelphia, Oct. 4 

Glen Gray Orch (16) with Kenny 
Sargent and Pee-Wee Hunt, An- 
drews Sisters, ‘Berry Brothers, Lou 
Schrader’s House Band; ‘Public Deb 
No. 1’ (20th). 

Between Glen Gray’s Casa Loma 
crew and the Andrews Sisters (3) 
the jive devotees are having a field 
day at the Earle this semester. It's 
like old times again, with the alliga- 
tors sitting in their pews and beating 
it out with their dukes and stomp- 
ing their feet in time to the 
| swingeroo dished by Gray’s boys and 
the Andrews gals. 

For 50-odd minutes there’s plenty 
of hotcha. Gray’s crew performs 
the time-honored style of swing 
bands on stage. They give out with 
the tunes they’ve plugged on the 
platters, getting advance applause 
from a coterie of Casa Loma fans 
Faves with this crowd were ‘No 
Name Jive’ and ‘Breeze and IL.’ 

Pee-Wee Hunt clicks with an imi- 
tation of Bonnie Baker singing ‘Stop. 
It’s Wonderful’ and his own style of 
chirping on ‘Madame _ LaZonga.’ 
Kenny Sargent as usual sends the 
femmes into raptures of palm- 
| pounding with ‘Putting It Mild,’ ‘For 
You’ and ‘Never Smile Again.’ 

Marking their first appearance 
here since they hit the top, the An- 
drews Sisters were forced to deliver 
five numbers before they could leave 
the stage. Sister trio live up to 
their advance press notices with 
‘Ferry Boat Serenade.’ ‘Pennsylvania 
6-500,’ ‘Hit the Road,’ ‘Beguine’ and 
their new ‘Rhumboosgie.’ 
| The Berry Brothers, seen here at 

several night spots, do justice to 
_their turn. With plenty of space for 
their leaps, slides and acrobatics, the 
sepia trio neatly furnish the dance 

intcrlude. 
| Biz at late show 
bullish. Standees 


(Friday) was 
filled the lobbs 
Shal. 
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ROXY, N.Y. | 


i erth Trio, j 
a ioe Smith, Gae Foster Girls | 
(24) and Boys (12), Paul Ash’s Pit 
orch; ‘Spring Parade’ (U), reviewed 
in VarieTy, Oct. 2. 





There isn’t much quantity, but 
there's a lot of quality in the current, 
siage leyout here, On the -produc- | 
tion and costuming side it’s also 

lenty okay, but the spotting could | 
be definitely sockier. . 

The one major staging fault is the 
placing of the Milt Herth Trio with- | 
in the first 10 minutes of the show. 
The swing musical outfit could be a 
closing smash, with the strikingly 
costumed line’s routine to ‘Rhum- 
boogie’ adding much to a finale 
plowoff. Instead, this dance, with 
the girls poundin g tom-toms 
strapped to their swinging hips, is 
row merely an interlude in the Milt 
Herth session, with the Herth crew 


| ‘T'll Never Smile Again.’ t 
,mendous response accorded Guizar, 





making it tough for the subsequent 
proceedings. 

Herth, at the electric organ, lively | 
Jack Connor at the drums _ and 
marimbaphone, and Morty Jacobs at 
the piano give out with an infectious 
prand of swing. They’re presented | 
nicely here on a miniature stage that | 
rolls down close to the foots, and | 
they live up to the production nice- 
ties in ‘Honky Tonk Train Blues,’ 
‘Tea for Two’ (Connor on the marim- 
baphone), ‘Shiek of Araby’ and the 
‘Boogie’ tune with the line. 

Peter Lind Hayes is up against the 
obstacle of following Herth and it 
tells the first couple of minutes, The 
son of Grace Hayes, once a noted 
vaude headliner, proves himself a 
trouper, however, by winning over 
an audience still under the spell of, 
the Herth Trio’s jive. Hayes is a) 
mimie of the rapid-fire school, each | 
takeoff of a celebrity segueing into 
the next. He’s fine 90° of the time, 
which ¢s a plenty high average, and | 
some of the portrayals are brilliant) 
satire. Plus grabbing a tremendous | 
reception, Hayes at the last show 
Friday (4) managed to get in a plug 
for his mother’s nitery, Grace Hayes’ | 
Lodge, Hollywood. 

Rest of the show fore and aft is; 
held up extremely well by Gae 
Foster’s line of girls, augmented by 
a male hoofing chorus of 12, and 
Betty Jane Smith, a corking little| 
hoofer who is seen too briefly. She’s 
on with the combined line in the 
opening rhythm number, uncorking 
some swell rhythm tapping § and| 
twirls that are reminiscent of Betty 
Bruce. The routine by the line at 
this point is especially strong in pre- 
cision and Miss Foster appears to be 
strongly challenging the Radio City 
Musie Hall Rockettes for the honors 
the latter have held so long. At the 
finale the mixed chorus does a cute 
bustle routine, half the girls acting | 
as the rear-end decorations, but this 
might have been spotted at the be- 
ginning rather than the end of the 
show.: If nothing else, this number 
shows how the Roxy's production 
corps is also graduating in the cos- 
tume metier. 

Attendance at the last 
second night was good. 
bowed {in on Thursday 
of the usual Friday to 
Jewish New Year trade. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


show the 
The Roxy 
(3) instead 
catch the 
Scho. 





Dayton, Oct. 4. 


Ken Murray with Carole Landis, 
Tito Guizar, Oswald, Park and Clif- 


ford, Betty Atkinson, Milton 
Charleston ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ 
(M-G). 


Ken Murray has surrounded him- 
self with some capable talent that 
has show-stopping qualities as of- 
fered at the RKO Colonial this 
week. Comedian works in and out 
of the show, kids with the audience, 
gives an assist to the various acts 
when they need it, and generally 


| ticularly. 


| ing factor. 


keeps the setup on its toes through- | 


out, 


After Murray warms up the audi- 
ence with a few gags, Betty Atkin- 
son starts the proceedings with a 
flashy display of baton-twirling to 
Strains of a number of college songs. 
She incorporates some effective tap 
dancing that is good for applause, 
too. Winding up, she features a 12- 
pound baton which she handles with 
ease and efficiency. 

Murray next brings on Park and 
Clifford, who execute some difficult 
strongarm acrobatic feats and hand- 
balancing. A highlight of the act is 
Murray’s clowning with the boys, 
coming out in an abbreviated cos- 
tume similar to the ones worn by the 
mge team, and then resorts into 
a bit of burlesqueing of his muscu- 
lar ‘prowess.’ 

Carole Landis, of the screen, is 
Spotted next and delivers several 
Songs nicely, and she, too, enters 
into the comedy spirit by singing to 
Murray, latter going heavy on the 
mugging. Stunningly dressed, Miss 
Landis is an eveful. 

The type of comedy with which 
Murray established himself on the 
air a couple of years back is brought 

) the fore with the appearance of 
his stooge, Oswald. With 
feeding gags, Oswald gets over some 
Corking laughs, relying on some of 
le pet expressions which have made 
um known to radio listeners. After 
several minutes of patter Oswald 


| committee’s spielers. 


goes into a couple of accordion solos 
that go over in showmanship style. 
Tito Guizar delivers the biggest 


Peter Lind Hayes, S0ck of the show with his singing 


and guitar-playing accompaniment. 
Opening with a Spanish number, he | 
follows with ‘Madame La Zonga’ and | 
The tre-| 


on the first show had him obliging | 
with an encore, ‘Rancho Grande.’ | 
Even this didn’t satisfy, and a second 
one had to be presented, with Mur- | 
ray lending a comedy touch. 
The spotlight is again taken over | 
by Murray with the help of a high- 
pitch voiced stooge in rube makeup, 
Milton Charleston, who gets batted 
around the stage, dances, etc., to 
hearty laughs. 
Finale offers the entire company 
singing ‘Sweethearts on Parade.’ 
Kany. | 
} 
| 


APOLLO, N. Y. | 


Erskine Hawkins Orch (14) with 
Delores Brown, Avery Parrish, 
Jimmy Mitchell; Salt & Pepper, 


Kitty Murray, Johnny Vigal, Johnny 
Mason; Vivian Harris, Four 
Kanazawas, Two Turbines, Apollo 
Choir (10). House,Line (18); ‘Golden 
Gloves ‘Par). 

This is a rather staccato show as 
far as the pace is concerned, with 
the first of two parts being mainly 


responsible for the lag. Principally 
at fault are a couple of house 
standbys, Johnny Vigal and John 


Mason, both of whom are involved 
with another house standby, Vivian 


Harris, in a_ prolonged blackout 
| sketch that takes upwards of 25 
minutes. Also in this portion is an 


abundance of terping that bids fair 
to exhaust the audience, the house 
line of 12 girls and six boys going 
through a couple of prolonged pro- 
duction numbers with taps, plus two! 
tap turns in Salt-Pepper and the 
Two Turbines. : 

Salt and Pepper are a couple of | 
male hoofers who do standard taps, 
in challenge and unison, and don't 
have anything to set them off par- 
They make several ap- 
pearances through the layout to! 
further heighten the excessive-danc- | 
The Two Turbines are in 
the same idiom. 

Miss Murray, who's made per- 
sonals of late with ‘Rochester’ (Ed- 
die Anderson). is a hefty girl who 
does songs, with ali the biz, in the 
low-down manner. She’s dressed 
accordingly. and didn’t go over too 
well generally, though a few seem- 
ing Harlem initiates went big for 
her stuff opening night (Friday). 

Best part of the first portion, and 
a smash click in their own right, are 
the Four Kanazawas, Japanese risley 
unit whose comedy, pantomimically, 
is one of the sock parts of the turn. | 

Erskine Hawkins’ band (14) is the 
marquee lure. Outfit, which lent it- 
self formerly to a cacophony that 
fairly blasted the eardrums, has tem- 
pered the brasses considerably and 
is emphasizing more rhythm than 
formerly. They’re still going out of 
this world, however, on occasion, 
with the now-portly maestro pacing 
with his trumpet. Latter is still ex- 
cessively mugging at the mike, 
though this isn’t as apparent as for-| 


| merly, when he had a penchant for 


taking the spotlight from the special- | 
ists. 


Though the unit comes through} 


| with its ‘Tuxedo Junction,’ which it 
| recorded, the arrangement of ‘Lady | 


Be Good,’ for which the three trum- | 
peters step down from the bandstand 
to jein Hawkins’ horn, is outstand- 


ing in the group's repertoire. 
Pianist Avery Parrish and tooter 
Jimmy Mitchell do specialties ade- 


quately, the iatter singing ‘Whisper- 
ing Grass’ and the former ivorying 
one of his recordings. 

Delores Brown. warbler with the 
band, is a light-skinned looker, who 
does a couple of tunes well enough 
for the customers to demand more. 
She obliged with an encore when 
caught. 

Biz fair at this catching (Friday, 
last show) 





Anti-British 


Continued-from page } 


licans and Democrats, the advisory | 
notice added. 

Unable to get a sample program 
for inspection, the code enforcers 
said analysis of the prospectus issued 
by the America First gang indicates | 
station managers will be violating 
their pledges if they sell time to the | 


‘Radio stations and networks, 
guided by the considerations of fair- 


| ness to both sides of all controversial 


Murray | 


matters, will continue to allot with- | 
out cost equal opportunity to respon- 
sible groups for a fair-sided and full 
discussion of this important subject’, 
said Ed Kirby, secretary of the com- 
pliance unit. ‘Any other policy 
would throw the weight of our fa- 
cilities to those with the greatest 
purse or influence.’ 





Frank Andrini Four opened indefi- 
nite engagement Friday (4) at Hotel 
William ..Penn’s Continental Bar, 
Pittsburgh, replacing Wanda and 
Her Escorts. 


i'where it closed Sunday 


| Wences’ turn, necessitating replace- 


‘material, 


, top’ on toes, and all others concerned 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. | 


-—-_—- 
San Francisco, Oct. 2. | 

Clifford C. Fischer's ‘Folies Ber- 
ge‘e, featuring the Were Bros (3), 
Senor Wences, Gloria Gilbert, Rita 
Borden and Co, (4), Red Donahue 
and Uno, Emmet Casey, Denas and 
Dubins, Diana Del Rio, Gloria Hills, 
Lily Sandan, Palma, Walt Rosener; 
‘I'm Still Alive ‘RKO)., 

Shifted over from the local Expo, 
(29), Cliff 
Fischer’s ‘Folies’ is essentially the | 
same and definitely socko although 
somewhat cramped on a _ normal 
stage after the ample acreage avail- 
able in the Treasure Island audi- 
torium. Fact was underlined at 
opening when a 20-foot section of 
glittering prop gate collapsed with a 
resounding crash as a bevy of cho- 
rines sought ‘to swing it open, the 
regulation _ biz. Stagehands had 
quite a tussie hauling away the 
wreckage but gals-never missed a 


step and audience cackles quickly 
subsided. In fact, nearly everybody 
had trouble. A mike stand was 


knocked over at bezinning of Senor 


ment before ventriloquist could go! 
on. 

Principal sales angle of ‘Folies,’ of 
course, is undraped femininity, | 
which brings up interesting compari- | 
son with last year. As caught on the | 
Island in °389 and in houses up and | 
down the Coest, there was nudity, | 


but with a tendency to cover up. | 
This year there is probably less | 
actual concentration on epidermis, | 


but what's offered is offered fully | 
and frankly. Principal contribution | 


is adagio routine in ‘Under the Sea’|called a carbon of Molly Picon, | 
whose style she somewhat resembles. | 


production number, femme half 
emerging from a sea shell garbed 
entirely in minimum of G-string. 
Nor are lights as dim as before. An- 
other impression is that this year’s 
road version, as broken in here, 
steers almost entirely clear of blue 
which could hardly be 
claimed for the ’39 unit. 

Show is heavy on the talent side, | 
Senor Wences being little short of | 





'terrific with his combo ventriloquist | 
'and juggling act, keeping up running | 


conversation with a doll and a head | 


in a box, plus imitating various | 
voices on phone, ete. A smooth | 
worker, he alone is worth the ad- 


| vanced tap, housing going 40-50-59 


for this run. _ 
Perfect timing of Weire Bros., 
trio of synchronized steppers with a| 


flock of goofy hat and other gags, | 
gives their act a zip reminiscent of 


the good old days. Red Donahue 
and his amazingly intelligent muyle, | 
Uno; Gloria Gilbert the ‘human 


are top-flighters in any language. 
Novelty twist to Rita Borden’s acro- 
batic turn is garbing of three male 
partners as hunters who bring her} 
on stage in guise of a slain leopard, 
gal hanging from pole and dragging 
a tail which is shed before lads start 
tossing her about. 

Specialties are interspersed  be- 
tween and among seven production | 
numbers. Band, of course, is in pit 
this week, batoned by Walt Rosener, 
an old favorite here: he led a house 
band in the days of vaude and rated 
an ovation from the fans upon ap- 
pearance. Regular house line gets a 
rest this week. 

Biz fair at opening, 
number of people who 
‘Folies’ at the Expo. 


——_______. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


nee } 

Ray Bolger, Ciro Rimac Orch 
(12), with Alzira Camargo, Estrel- 
lita, Charley Boy, Felipito, Chinita; 
Sunnie O’Day, Bob Howard; News- 
reels and Shorts. 


considering | 
have seen 
Wern, 





Presence of Ray Bolger at this 
Brooklyn theatre is apparently re- 
sponsible for the strong business 
this week. It. was packed to the 
rafters over the weekend, doing 
capacity at the early Friday night 


(4) performance despite stiff neurby 
film competition Without Bolger, 
the stage production would be large- 
ly a cut-and-dried string of vaude 
and night club entertainers. With 
him as m.c. it’s a slick musical revue 


enhanced by trim lighting, par- 
ticularly noticeable the dance 
numbers. 

Bolger, at the N. Y. Paramount 
about two months ago, also worked 
at that time on the same bill with 
the Latinesque crew, Xavier Cugat’s. 
Here he’s emceeing in front of an- 


other Latin-type crew. Ciro Rimac’s. 

Rimac’s band and entertainers are 
little changed from what he’s been 
offering nitery and vaude patrons 
for several years. It’s not especially 


| strong on the sweet melody but ver- 
| satile on 
| rhythm. 

| dancer backing 


the one-two-three bump 
Chinita is the most torrid 
up the musicians, 
going barefoot for a Cuban voodoo 
specialty with stress on the abdomi- 
nal movement. She’s still fairly re- 
strained for vaudeville. Estrellita’s 


| best effort is the zomba. with Rimac 


| chiming in for strong effect. Then, 
of course, there are Charley Boy 


and Felipito for terp specialties. 
Alzira Camargo, import from 
Brazil is featured. Three Portuguese 
song solos are in the rapid-fire chat- 
tering groove. She sports freakish 
headgear and garb. a la Carmen 
Miranda, her countrywoman. Her 
efforts caught on big with the house 
here. Bolger’s clowning aids her 
terp efforts and general appeal. 
Sunnie O'Day «New Acts) is clicko 





New 
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SONJA WRONKOW 

Songs 

15 Mins. 

Cherry Lane Theatre, N. Y. 

After singing in numerous Eu- 
ropean niteries, Miss Wronkow has 
come to the U.S. from an engage- 
ment in Palesiine. She has appeared 
brietly with various refugee groups 
in this country, but made her more- 
or-less formal debut Sunday ‘6) 
night uncer the auspices of Wendell 
Phillips Dodge at the 200-seat Cherry 
Lane in Greenwich Village, N. Y. 

Being possessed of all the attri- 
butes for being physically atractive | 
in the American way—or the Amer-'! 
ican idea of the European way—and | 
exhibiting a varied repertoire «in 


iseven languages, Miss Wrognkow has 


all the makings of a natural for a! 
smart east side nitery, particularly 


‘one of those which now finds itself 


catering to an increasing, smart Eu- | 
ropean refugee set. 

Tiny in stature, Miss Wronkow 
assumes a humorous upright stance 
at the piano, on which she’s a sock 
performer, and throws out her voice 
in a snappy, continental version of 
low-down. Whether it is French, | 
Yiddish, Russian, German, Polish or 
whatnot, and no matter how unintel- | 
ligible the language, it’s still highly | 
listenable. Only thing she will have | 
to avoid—except in the right spots, | 
of course—is too many Yiddish folk | 


songs. It may endanger her being | 


She'll be at the Cherry Lane for 
the next three Sunday €venings. 
Herb. 





VALESKA GERT 
Satiric Mime 


45 Mins, 


Cherry Lane Theatre, N. Y¥. 


_A German refugee with a reputa- 
tion in Europe, Valeska Gert debuted 
in America at the tiny Cherry Lane 
theatre in Greenwich Village, N. Y., 
Sunday (6) night. It was the first 
of four successive Sabbath eve ap- 
pearances at the house, in which she 
is billed to divide a full evening’s 
program with Sonja Wronkow, her 
piano accompanist, who precedes Miss | 


|Gert’s appearance 
| seven languages. 

| Curtain-upper on Sunday took less 
than one hour all told, at least 15 
minutes of which was occupied by 
Miss . Wronkow. Remainder was 
more than enough of her colleague, 
who is billed as providing ‘Satirical 
Types in Sound and Movement.’ 
Whatever it is she does, it’s in a 
medium and style entirely unfa- 
miliar to American audiences and 
conceivably commercial only in the 
artiest of art theatres. Certainly not 
on the vaude, legit or concert stage, 
nor even in a swank nitery. 

A medium-tall gal in her middle 
thirties with close-cropped black 
hair, she performs in. dead-white 
makeup and in costumes’ which 
strive so hard to be unobtrusive they 
become just the opposite. She does 
nine routines of satiric mimicry, as 
‘The Famous Pianist,’ ‘Baby,’ ‘Trage- 
dienne Francaise’ and ‘Coloratura,’ 
except that they seem to be too 
much mimicry and nothing but the 
crudest and most obvious form of 
safire. It’s more an exhibition of 
energy in ugly movement than any- 
thing else. 


with songs in 


_ Miss Gert’s rep abroad is for scar- 
ing people, but apparently with 
the thought American audiences 


wouldn't go for it, she has included 
only one bit of this type, “To Die,’ in 
which she runs the gamut from 
next-to-the-last-breath to rigor mor- 
tis. It’s rather interesting. Also in- 
cluded are two numbers in English, 
one of them ‘Oh Johnny,’ an obvious 
imitation of Bonnie Baker and not 


satire, Herb. 


SUNNIE O’DAY 
Songs, Dancing 
10 Mins. 
Flatbush, Brooklyn 

Most recently in ‘Keep Off the 
Grass,’ this blonde beaut is a trifle 
lightweight with her vocalizing of 
‘Imagination’ and ‘Pocketful of 
Dreams.’ However, she really is socko 
with her tapstering, both in the 
slow-timed-fancv steps and the faster 
dance which includes difficult curli- 
cues, 

Better costuming to accentuate her 
looks likely would help. She is okay 
for any of the visual fields. Wear. 








with her tapstering and okay on her 
warbling. 

Bob Howard, colored piano song- 
ology artist, has virtually the same 
array of solid material that’s put him 


| across before in vaude houses. Audi- 
| tors here went for him in a big boring, with compromise opinions in 


way. Despite hoarseness, he was re- 
called several times. 

Bolger offers a gag political speech 
to open, and is in and out for every 
specialty, giving them a boost. For 
his own session at the close, he is 


| doing his tap-dancing prize fight, the 


slow tap with rhumba interruptions 
and a specialty with Miss Camargo. 
Wear. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Oct. 3. 

Al Trahan with Geri Dorsey, 
Jeanne Lorraine and Roy Rognan, 
Six Antaleks, Herman Timberg, Jr., 
and Pat Rooney, Jr., Nellie Arnaut 
and Bros. (3), Larry Flint House 
Orch; ‘Up in the Air’ (Mono) and 
‘Three Men from Texas’ (Par). 

New faces appear in a variety bill 
that’s a real bargain, sold with two 
features at 55c top. Al Trahan, 
starred, closes the show with his 
okay brand of low comedy and a 
new partner, Geri Dorsey. Caught 
twice on opening day, Trahan looks 
to be still experimenting with his 
act. Not quite up to his established 
standard, the comic smoothed out 
the turn between the first and third 
shows and received more acclaim for | 
his evening efforts. Miss Dorsey has | 
a pleasing personality and voice, but 
has not yet quite caught the spirit 
of her partner’s dizzy doings and 
prattfalls. 

Noticeably 


improved since 


they 


last appeared here are Lorraine and 
Rognan, playing the trey spot. No 
important changes in their routine, 
but they pack more sock, deliver 


with better timing and more finesse. 


Roy Rognan does a so-so job as| 
m.c. for the show, but he and Miss | 
Lorraine have to beg off after stop- 


ping everything cold with their ace 
hokum ballroom waltz. 

Opening turn, The Six Antaleks, 
shows for the first time on this stage. | 
Four girls and two men register all | 
the way in a nifty high-perch pole | 
act that moves expertly and swiftly | 
from one gasp to another. Introduc- 
ing circus atmosphere into the show, 
the Antaleks feature the girls who 
hang and balance in twos and threes 
atop poles that reach up into the) 
flies, 

Young Timberg and_ Rooney, | 
deuce, reveal themselves to be well- 
seasoned troupers. Some of their 
chatter is too blue, Rooney’s waltz 
clog is good and ditto for Timberg’s 
eccentric hoofing and Hollywood im- 
personations, wisely trimmed to a 
minimum with the scissors of show- 
manship. 

Nellie Arnaut and Bros., next-to- | 
shut, were nicely received, as usual, | 
for their trick fiddling and the fa- 
iliar v ing finale which repre- 


anttie 


7-47 
ble ~ 


| tributed 


following the ball, 





| sents two male birds on the make 
for a female. Although they roused 
plenty of plaudits when caught, the 
impression still remains that this 
particular stuff either strikes one as 
being very funny or consummately 


the minority. Fox. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





| The battles of Britain and the po- 
| liticos in this country highlight the 
| newsreel display here, with the spot- 
|light also trained on several major 
| football battles. Free from a lot of 
unimportant sports stuff, style shots 
and material that isn’t news, the 
show is much tighter and entertain- 
ing than many that have been slapped 
together of late. However, there is 
still too much silently-shot film de- 
pending on narration for any sem- 
blance of life. 

Scenes of the wreckage and havoe 
wrought over England by the Nazis 
bring home all too forcefully the ex- 
tent of the war, but it is tempered a 
little by Paramount, which pictures 
ithe Britons as carrying on business 
as usual. This company, as well as 
Fox-Movietone and Universal, sup- 
ply material on the bombing of Lon- 
don. The King and Winston Chur- 
|chill are caught by Fox, but they 
aren't heard. A little talk from them 
| would have heightened the human- 
interest angle. 

The Pathe photography covering 
Japan on its joining the Axis is poor. 
On the military side also are shots of 
President Roosevelt inspecting de- 
fenses and making a brief speech 
tour of the U. S. by South American 
army chiefs, army drilling, Ameri- 
can Legion convention, new speed 
plane brought out at Buffalo, return 
of Queen Helen to Rumania, etc. U’s 
air shots on the new speed plane are 
excellent. 

F. D. R. scored.g larger hand here, 
when caught, than did Wendel] Will- 
kie. Henry Wallace, making a 
speech, did fairly well and John Gar- 
ner, returning to Washington, got a 
complete applause brushoff. Willkie 
turned in by Par. 

In the sports arena, in addition to 
tennis in Chicago, are a flock of foot- 
ball games, one of them the Dodgers- 


| Steelers pro game, which was satis- 


factorily shot. The Washinzton-Min- 


| nesota, Navy-William and Mary, and 


the Southern California-Washington 


' State games are the most thrilling 


and best photographed. Par is cred- 
ited with the Minnesota-Wash. tussle, 
Fox the other two. The Ohio State- 
Pitt, Tulane-Boston College, by Par, 
are jumpy and difficult to appreciate. 
First game in the world’s series, con- 
by Fox, was done fairly 
well, but camera had some trouble 
partly due, no 
doubt, to cloudy weather. 

Shots of the Boulder Dam in cele- 
bration of anniversary of its opening 


(Par) are very good Char. 
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TA, Per Dowling’s Request, Clarifies 





‘Red’ Showdown 
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,associate executive secretary and 


Position of Actors Serving Politic bomen as was George Heller, steni 


Question of actors playing ‘bene- 
fits’ for political causes, which came 
to a head last week, was somewhat 
clarified Monday (7) by Alan Co- 
relli, executive-secretary of the The- 
atre Authority. Under the TA in- 
terpretation, actors will not be 
barred from ‘contributing their serv- 
ices as citizens,’ but will not be per- 
mitted to give their professional 
services as entertainers without pay. 


Interpretation was made in re- 
sponse to a letter from Eddie Dowl- 
ing, chairman of the stage and screen 
division of the Democratic National 
committee, whose previous circular 
letter to members of the acting pro- 
fession had solicited cash contribu- 
tions and asked the recipients to 
pledge their ‘personal services.’ Lat- 
ter phrase was regarded by mem- 
bers of the Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America executive com- 
mittee, which has supervision over 
the entire matter of benefit appear- 
ances for all performer unions, as 
implying a request for ‘benefit’ ap- 
pearances. 

Dowling’s second letter, dated 
Saturday (15) and addressed to Co- 
relli, said in part, ‘This division has 
no desire to solicit the use of thea- 
trical talent for benefits to raise 
money for political purposes in this 
campaign. Our approach to the peo- 
ple of stage and screen is exactly as 
it might be to any other professional 
group. If and when entertainment 
is made a part of a political rally 
it will be paid for accordingly.’ 

‘Let me understand clearly the 
meaning of your ruling and particu- 
larly the interpretation piaced upon 
it in the trade press. Are you saying 
that actors are not allowed to con- 
tribute their personal services as 
citizens? Do you propose to place a 
restraint upon the people of the 
theatre as to their volunteer efforts 
in a political campaign?’ 

Pay for Entertainment 

Corelli’s reply, dated Monday (7), 
declared, ‘The ruling . . . specifically 
states that no artist may entertain 
at a political rally without being 
paid for his services. I agree with 
you that no one has the right to 
deny free speech to anyone, and that 
goes for the actor as well as the 
lawyer and doctor. However, (to) 
your query as to whether actors will 
not be allowed to contribute their 
services as citizens, our reply is that 
we do not wish to place a restraint 
on our people, but at the same time 
they have been notified that they 
cannot entertain gratis at any po- 
litical rally.’ 

Nothing further has been said 
about the recent guest appearance 
of Katharine Hepburn on a radio 
forum in favor of President Roose- 
velt’s re-election, sponsored by the 
Democratic national committee, over 
NBC. And the Republican national 
committee, which received a copy of 
the Theatre Authority’s original 
letter announcing the banning of 
actor ‘benefits’ at political rallies, 
has not replied. Walter O’Keefe is 
heading the theatrical division of 
the Republican campaign, but he is 
not making ‘professional’ appear- 
ances. His work has been organiza- 
tional and advisory. 


Alex Aarons Back In 
B’way ‘Hit’ Quarters; 
Connolly as Stager 








Alex A. Aarons and_ Robert 
Ritchie, who are readying ‘Hi-Ya 
Gentlemen,’ will occupy same offices 
in the Alvin, N. Y., that were for- 
merly used by Aarons and Vinton 
Freedley when they were among the 
most successful producers of musical 
comedies on Broadway. Alvin was 
built for them and, until the depres- 
Sion, they held title to the theatre. 
House where they registered a suc- 
cession of success«; will get ‘Gentle- 
men,’ 
December. 


Bobby Connolly, who is slated to 
direct the dances for the Aarons and 
Ritchie show, arrived from the Coast 
Friday (4) for his first visit to 
Broadway in seven years. 
his arrival, Arthur Swantrom, his 
partner when Connolly was a legit 
producer, died suddenly. Connolly 
IS On an eight-weeks leave of 
absence from the Metro lot. ‘Gentle- 
men,’ which will have Max Baer as 
a comic, is expected into rehearsal 
In about 10 days. 


, treasurer of the American Federa- 
ie of Radio Actors. 





Idea of an im .1 board hear- 
|}ing charges against accused Equity- 
ites and AGVA officials appeals to 


Legit Makes Sounds Like | 
Coming to Life on Coast 3, wom nln has bes 


|emphatically denied Lambertson’s 
Los Angeles, Oct. 8. {charges and are seeking prompt ac- 
Legit is perking up a bit in the tion to have themselves cleared, but 
local area, but not in sufficient quan- | Congressman Martin Dies, head of 
lity as yet to make it worth while. | the Congressional committee investi- 
John Cousin opened the Pulitzer) gating un-American activities, has 
prize play, ‘Hell-Bent for Heaven,’ at | not yet set a date to hear the charges 
the Musart last week, but piece is| and may never consider the talent 





depending largely on service charge 
ducats. Arthur Beckhard debutted 
‘Easy Does It,’ comedy by George 
Frank and Roland Kibbee, at the 
Mayan (6). 

First local booking of any impor- 
tance, aside from the ‘Charlot’s Re- 
vue,’ being given at El Capitan for 
benefit of British war relief, is ‘Quiet, 
Please,” a comedy on Hollywood, 
which Jesse L. Lasky brings to the 
Biltmore (15). Henry Duffy is stag- 
ing with Jane Wyatt, Donald Woods 
and Fred Niblo featured. 


Revival Rash 
Due Shortly 
On Broadway 


When Grace George was given a 
cordial press reception in ‘Kind 
Lady’ at the Playhouse, N. Y., and 
good business followed, William A. 
Brady, who presented the play, pre- 
dicted that his lead in staging re- 
vivals would be followed: Four 
more revivals are due, an unprece- 
dented amount so early in the 
Broadway season. 

Two open next week, ‘Blind Alley,’ 
Windsor, and ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort. 
Due after Christmas is ‘Elmer the 
Great’ and next month will see 
‘Twelfth Night’ 
Maurice Evans). All but the latter 
were successes in rural stock the- 
atres during the summer. ‘Elmer’ 
will towr prior to New York. 

Joe E. Brown arrived back from 
the Coast Monday (7) and immedi- 
ately signed with Richard Aldrich 
& Richard Myers for ‘Elmer.’ He 
toured the summer spots in that 
play and ‘The Show-Off,’ but elected 
the former for Broadway because 
of a personal reason. Leading char- 
acter in ‘Show-Of?f’ puffs many cigars 
during the show, but Brown doesn’t 
smoke and the cigars often made him 
ill during rehearsals and perform- 
ances. 

In ‘Elmer’ the lead has to pack in 
much food and, according to Dick 
Aldrich, Brown is very well quali- 
fied in that department. 


EQUITY COUNCIL NIXES 
FREEMAN’S STOCK IDEA 

















Charles K. Freeman, formerly a di- 
|rector for WPA’s Federal Theatre 
| Project, has a plan to revive the 
|Chicago Civic Repertory, former 
stock outfit, but his idea about using 





semi-pros partially was promptly 
| turned down by Equity’s council. He 
| proposed to engage a permanent pro 
cast of six, but wanted the right to 
use non-Equityites. 

| After he said that the minimum 
lof $25 weekly for juniors allowable 
for stock as jobbers (those engaged 
in addition to the permanent com- 
pany) was not enough to live on, 
councillors fired any number of ques- 
tions at Freeman. They principally 
wanted to know what he intended 
paying the additional people if given 
'permission to operate his plan. He 
was unable to give anything definite 


about his intentions in that direction | 


and the nix was on. 
Among the WPAers that Freeman 


due next month or early | staged was ‘Life and Death of An 


| American’, one of the last of the 
FTP’s shows. Reported that it re- 
hearsed 10 months, with the players 
making complaints over the show 
being strung out. That was not the 


Day of |record for long time rehearsals in 


‘the WPA, ‘Sing For Your Supper’ 
having been in preparation nearly 
twice as long. Last season Freeman 


of WPA production in New York. 
produced. Another stager was called 
in before the show opened. 





(Helen Hayes and} 


started staging ‘Morning Star,’ which | 
George Kondolf, formerly in charge | 


;/union matter. Hence, the trial be- 
' fore an impartial board appears the 
| best way out of a very messy situ- 
ation. 

Civic Leaders to Decide 

It is proposed that the talent 
unions, all members of the Associ- 
ated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica, invite four or five civic lead- 
ers and businessmen of unimpeach- 
able character to sit as a trial board. 
If any official of any of the unions, 
or board or council members, or 
even paid employees, are found 
guilty as charged, then the unions 
can purge themselves without Con- 
gressional action. 

New resolutions passed by Equity 
and AGVA, which bar Reds from 
official or paid participation in these 
unions, would expedite the purging 
if any of those accused are found 
guilty. AGVA, for instance, In the 
past week has sent its resolution, 
first passed by the N. Y. local and 
then by the national board, to all of 
its officials and employees nationally 
to be read and signed individually, 
so that any Red in the union will be 
fully cognizant of the anti-Com- 
munist legislation. 

The AGVA resolution reads: 

‘We, the National Board of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
representing an organization of 
patriotic Americans, in regular 
meeting assembled, resolve that we 
are unalterably opposed to Com- 
munism, Nazism, Fascism and all 
other foreign isms, and further re- 
solve that any person proven to be 
a member of any such organization 
shall be ineligible to become a mem- 
| ber, hold office or in any way be in 
the employ of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, and further resolve 
that this shall apply to anyone who 
is proven sympathetic with such 
subversive organizations or ele- 
ments.’ 


SEE SUN. SHOW 
OK BY NOV. 1 


Equity completed the mailing of 
| referendum ballots on Sunday per- 
| formances last week, the membership 
|being expected to okay Sabbath 
|shows without the impost of double 
|pay. Although those on an honor- 
jable withdrawal basis or excuse 
cards were not included, it was de- 
|cided to send the ballots to junior 
| members. 
Although their votes will not 
count, it was decided that by sub- 
mitting the issue to juniors a clearer 
cross section of the membership’s 
| ideas on Sundays would be obtained 
'for future reference. Also figured 
that the juniors of today will be 
‘seniors tomorrow, and the opinions 
lof the younger element will ulti- 
mately figure in Equity’s course. 
There are more than 800 in the 
junior classification, about half that 
number being in New York. Juniors 
get the same minimum of $40 weekly 
but like seniors the pay will be $50 
Referendum votes must be on hand 

















by Oct. 31. Vote will be counted 
Nov. 1, after the junior slips are 
segregated. Possible that the first 
Sunday performances would be 


pleyed Nov. 3 under the new rul? 
but more likely that Nov. 10 will be 


the starting Sate, provided the vote 
is yes. 

On the referendum slips it is set 
‘forth that stagehands and musicians 
‘have agreed to Sundays at the same 
rate of pay as any weekday. 


Rival Authors Union 


Mexico City, Oct. 8. 
Dramatists who do not agree with 
the principles of Mexican Theatrical 
Authors Union have organized in 
rivalry thereto the Mexican Syndi- 
cal Union of Stage and Screen Au- 
thors. 
Antonio Guzman Aguilera, a lead- 
! ing scenarist, is secretary-general. 


Internal Strife; 





Lee Tracy In Stage 
Comedy on the Coast 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Lee Tracy signed to star in the 





self,’ opening Nov. 2 at the Lobero 
theatre, Santa Barbara. 

Piece is 
Hutchinson and Arthur Ripley, who 
recently put on ‘Oscar Wilde.’ 


Atkinson Plugs 
Mors.’ Central 
Ticket Office 


Brooks Atkinson, in his Sunday 
(6) article in the N. Y. Times, ad- 
vocated the establishment of a cen- 





erated by the managers, thereby 
eliminating ticket brokers. In 
agency circles it was figured that 
the piece was inspired. Known, 
however, that the critic made an 
affadavit in support of the State 
when a number of brokers unsuc- 
cessfully sought to enjoin License 
Commissioner Paul Moss and police 
head Lewis Valentine from enforcing 
the new Mitchell law, limiting all 
tickets to 75c premium over the box- 
office price. 

Assistant corporation counsel 
Charles Weinstein, who defended the 
action, asked Atkinson to write his 
opinions and much of his affadavit 
is in the Times article. Atkinson also 
supported the theory that, although 








|against fixing ticket prices, he be- 
| lieves a reversal would be handed 
down were the matter to come be- 
fore the highest tribunal again. 
Critic also said that prices of 
tickets are a matter of public inter- 
est and that the boxoffice prices are 
double what they should be if the 
theatre is to survive. He also be- 
lieves that direct sale at the box- 
office is not proper distribution, the 
| reason for the central office idea. 
| As for the stage, he declares: ‘The 
'prestige that the theatre enjoys 
everywhere, among schools, colleges, 
clubs as well as among enlightened 
| individuals, {is based on the assump- 
| tion that the theatre is a social insti- 
| tution with a sustained influence on 
|culture. That is why thousands of 
young people study the drama in 
| hundreds of American institutions of 
| learning.’ 
| In the drama section of the Sun- | 
day Times, too, there appeared an | 
|extra space ad of the Tyson Oper- 
ating Co. and Tyson Theatre Ticket 
Service (William Sullivan and Harry 
Kaufman), headed ‘A Central Ticket 
Office.’ Indicated that either the 
daily’s advertising department, or an 





| individual on the staff, tipped off the 

'ticket people and the copy was 
hastily inserted. 

| Agency lists 21 hotels and one 


night club in New York where it has | 
branch offices, and contends that the 
service offered is virtually a central 
office, with prices at the prescribed 
legal premium. 


NEW CHI OPERA GROUP 
SETS PRODUCTION SKED 


Chicago, Oct. 8. 

Organization has been formed in 
Chicago ‘or the production of operas 
recognized as classics, but which are 
,seldom performed in this country. | 
Known as the Opera Theaire, group | 
, will do six productions during the | 
!ecoming season, starting with ‘Tl| 
|Matrimonio Segretto’ by Domenico. 
Cimarosa. 

Artistic head of the Opera The-| 
latre is Giacomo Rimini, with Gio-| 
vanni Cardelli as general director | 
'and Harry Selzer as business man- 
|ager. Selzer is particularly estab- 
| lished in Chicago as an impresario 
| who has brought the biggest concert 
names for appearances locally. 
| Shows will be produced in the! 
|Civie theatre, small sister of the 
| Civic Opera House. 


Stage comedy, ‘Every Man for Him- | 


tral ticket office which would be op- | 


'the U. S. Supreme Court once ruled | 


Actors Equity Torn by Bitter 


Red’ Baiting 


Foments Feeling and Reprisals 


Deploring the trend developed in 
Equity’s council, where charges that 
some members are Communists are 
being threshed out, it is being de- 
iclared by some that a clique is in- 
| dulging in a witch hunt. The pro- 
{posed amendment to Equity’s con- 
stitution which would bar Com- 
munists, Fascists and Nazis, or sym- 
pathizegs with such groups, from of- 


produced by Arthur | Bee in the association, is also being 


criticized. One pertinent comment 
is that Equity ‘is kissing itself into a 
flock of future headaches.’ 

The amendment itself is not ob- 
jected to, but rather the phrasing 
when it was introduced. An officer 
who declined to vote for the resolu- 
tion was asked his reason for so 
|doing. He answered that the term 
|‘sympathizer’ is too ambiguous and 
jhe asked just who is to determine 
whether a person is sympathetic to 
the isms. Officer wanted to know, 
too, whether anyone friendly with 
‘iam named by Congressman Wil- 





liam P. Lambertson, would that 
constitute ‘sympathetic.’ 


That those players fomenting the 
|Red situation in Equity may sud- 
idenly find their actions boomerang- 
ing against them is pointed out as 
a definite possibility. If those un- 
| der charges are cleared, others who 
are displaying an intolerant attitude 
now may find themselves on the out- 
| side looking in. 
| What has deeply disturbed the 
j leading Equityites who take the 
| Staunch stand of being champions 
| Of fair play is that at least two ac- 
tors named when  Lambertson 
started th: agitation by putting jis 
charges in the Congressional Record 
| have been unable to secure engage- 
|}ments. That very condition was 





| feared when Lambertson sounded off 


jand then failed to submit proof of 
| his allegations. 

| One player has been ‘knocked out’ 
|of three Broadway engagements, ale 
though at Equity’s recent quarterly 


(Continued on page 52) 


Legit Names Behind 
Refugee Freedman’s 
School of Show Arts 


New City, N. Y., Oct. 8. 

Helen Hayes, Maxwell Anderson 
| and several other noted theatrical 
|people who reside in the vicinity 
| are sponsors of a schoo] of the arts 
| which opened here last week. Town 
'is in Rockland county, a few miles 
up the Hudson river from New 
York City. Venture is directed by 
Julian Freedman, founder and fore 
mer director of the Salzburg Mo- 
zarteum academy. 


Teachers at the school include 
Polly Corchien and Marion Sivek, 
dance; Eden Vale, Zita Johann and 














Lotte Lenya (Mrs. Kurt Weill), 
drama; Rollo Peters, stage design; 
Helen Deutsch, writing; Vaclav 
Vytiacil, abstract design. Freedman, 


a native American, left Salzburg in 
1933 after a squabble with the 
Nazis. His place there was taken 
by Willem von Hoogstraten. 
Freedman started the New City 
school after teaching music last year 


to Hesper Anderson, four-year-old 
daughter of Maxwell Anderson. In- 
stitution is naméd the South Moun- 


tain school. Children’s theatre, part 
of the project, last month presented 
four short plays, including the 
American preem of Paul Vincent 
Carroll’s ‘St. Francis and the Wolf,’ 
which the playwright wrote for his 


own children. Besides Miss Hayes 
ard Anderson, sponsors of the 
school include Burgess Meredith, 


Rollo Peters and Ben Hecht. 





TOURING IN MEXICO 


Maria Teresa Montoya on Road 18 
Months and Still Going 








Mexico City, Oct. 8. 


A record fo1 a Mexican dramatic 
road company, that headed by Maria 
Teresa Montoya, one of Mexico's 
leading actresses, has been estab- 
lished with the completion of 18 
solid months on tour. 

The company gave exactly 1,000 
performances in that time and still 


jhas six months bookings ahead of it. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Boys and Girls Together 


Ed Wynn production starring himself, 
With the DbeMarcos, Jane Pickens, Dave 
Apollon featured; opening Oct. 1, 1140, at 
$7.70 top; regular scale, $4.40 top. Lyrics, 
Jack Yellen and Irving Kahal; music, 
Sammy Fain; dialog, Wynn and Pat © 
Flick; cosiumes, lrene Sharaff, executed by 
Veronica; settings, Oden Waller; dances 


Albertina Rasch; musical director, John Me- 


Manus; orchestrations, Hans Spielak, Rus- 
sell Bennett and Don Walker; entire pro- 
duction staged by Wynn. 

Principals, besides the above featured: 


Marjorie Knapp, Al Baron, Paul and Frank 
LaVarre, Walter Long, Edna Sedgewick, 
Jack Connover, Jerry Cooper, Sally Craven, 
Florence Foster, Dot and Dick Remy, Lu- 
clenne & Ashour, 6 Willys, 16 ponies, 8 
showgirls. 8 boys. 


Ed Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether’ is a pretty good but not a 
great revue—certainly not»as socko 
as the fulsome press accorded it by 
the New York critics. Their post- 
premiere enthusiasm in the public 
prints has the Broadway bunch 
wondering whether the critics have 
decided, for some peculiar reason, to 
soften up and give Broadway its 
fullest chance for a comeback, or 
maybe the kiddies are just mellowing. 

It started with the raves for Jol- 
son's musical which, apart from the 
fact one is a book show and Wynn's 
is a revue, impresses as better enter- 
tainment. Not that Wynn hasn’t many 
fine things in his bag of tricks. But, 
in line with this, perhaps Kelcey 
Allen’s opening night observation 
has something to do with this nos- 
talgic inclination. The veteran critic 
on Woman's Wear theorized, ‘You 
know, suppose a guy were in jail for 
10 or 12 years, and he suddenly got 
out and came to Broadway and saw | 
Jolson and Wynn, Joe Cook and Bert 
Lahr, Olsen and Johnson and other 
veterans in lights, he’d say, ‘My, but | 
the boys are enjoying a 3 run’ | 

Wynn, the self-styled ‘perfect fool,’ 
certainly manifests anew his talents 
as a foremost American comedian, on 
his yeoman work alone. In ‘Boys and 
Girls Together’ he has assembled a 
substantial array of talents and if 
perhaps, some of it is already familiar 
to nitery, radio and _ vaudevilie 
patrons, it seemingly is new to the 
legit customers. 

The DeMarcos were re-discovered 
all over again seemingly and their 
more than generpus four different 
sets of routines, which keep them 
working hard throughout the show, 
never threaten to pall. Jane Pickens, 
nee of the Pickens Sisters, familiar 
on the air, disks and in class night 
spots, was seemingly a new face with 
her fine-range coloratura soprano. 
And Dave Apollon who has been 
vodka-dialecting and mandolin- 
twanging for seasons, at 40c in the | 
vaudfilmers, came on at 11:20 
(premiere night) and in one terrific 
buildup spot wowed ’em with his 
oh-chi-chorni style of plucking the 
picks. Certainly a virtuoso of his 





| 
' 
| 


| 
| 


the British public, to wit, that they 
alone remain loyal to their stars, no 
matter what. It may be true in 
Hollywood that you're as good as 
your last picture, but the Broadway 


memory seemingly is_ longer and 
more sympathetic—and it doesnt 
mean the Billy Rose technique of 


yesteryear nostalgia! 


Wynn's show is lush yet not 
lavish, although looking more ex- 
pensive than its actual production 


nut. His eight showgirls are per- 
haps the top assortment of beauts 
on any Broadway rostrum, and his 
16 in the line are like something out | 
of the Powers and Conover model 
agencies. The girl-appeal is no small 
asset. There are also eight boys. } 

The lesser principals are seasoned 
and punchy. Jerry Cooper, chiefly 
a mike singer, with a touch of cafe 
training, is well poised on what 
Wynn calls his stage debut. He's a 
good juve opposite Miss Pickens. 
Walter Long and FEdna Sedgwick 
take care of the dancing division; 
Lucienne and Ashour, whom Clif- 
ford C. Fischer first brought over 
for the French Casino shows on 
Broadway, again register with their 
reverse-English apache routine. The 
6 Willys with their hoops, clubs and 
teetering ladders are sock vaude- 
vile, as are Paul and Frank LaVarre 
with their nonsense acrobatics, 
especially when Wynn gets tangled 
up with them. Also vaude recruits 
are Dick and Dot Remy, brother- 
sister team, latter a more-than-200- | 
nound acro-comedienne in a_ re-| 
hearsal-hall specialty. That's the 
setting for the Lucienne and Ashour | 
routine and also Sally Craven-| 
Florence Foster with their terp in-| 
terludes. This leads into a Mexi- 
conga finale. 

Wynn's versatility, per* always— | 
and that dates back some 30 years— | 
runs the gamut. His comedy props | 
are funny and imaginative. That, 
piano mounted on the tricycle, which 
Wynn manipulates while Jane 
Pickens is perched on the upright 
for ‘Catsup on the Moon,’ is one of 
the show's comedy highlights. This 
caps the costume-draping routine 
wherein Drucilla Strain, Kay Paul- 
sen, Mira Stenvhens and Lynn Law- 
rence, four of Wynn's champ octet 
of lookers, are the models for the 
comedian’s business with the fabrics. 

Number-leading ‘Liable to Catch 

n’ and ‘Times Square Dance’ is a 
new trick of an ingenue, appearing 
quite youngish, Marjorie Knapp. For 
all her meagre years, however, she is 


; @ capable song-and-dance potenial- 


itv. ‘Liable’ is done by Miss Knapp, | 
Walter Long and Edna Sedgwick, | 
and they team again for the “Times 
Square Dance,’ along with Sally 
Craven, Florence Foster and the en- 
tire troupe. This Broadway square- 
dance routine didn’t quite measure 


instrument, his manner of interpret- | up to its pretentious spotting. 


ing ‘Two Guitars’ gave him a Stokow- 
ski spotlighting under Wynn’s show- 
manly salesmanship. 

So much for the features. Ed 
Wynn as the star, producer and co- 
author, is the omnipotent oom of the 
evening. Omnipresent from curtain- 
to-curtain, the show-wise may 


wonder how that reacts with the 
other players’ yen for solo spot- 
lighting, yet his very presence 


throughout bolsters the sum total. 
It’s almost a one-man show, perforce. 

The manner in which Wynn sets 
the general motif of his revue - is 


something. The energetic style of his | 


well-poised asides (would Katharine 


Cornell do this?’ as he lays a carpet), 
and his fluttering manner of 
Alphonseberging the models, as he 


drapes a costume about them, along 
with his traditjonaly bizarre props 


(something out of Joe Cook and 
Rube _ Goldberg) reestablish the 
comedian as a welcome-back to 


Broadway. It certainly renews faith 
in a tradition heretofore ascribed to 
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The Wynn revue is a paradox on) 
its back-of-the-scenes ingredients. 


| Individually many components don’t Mira. 


stack up well; in ensemble it’s a 
better impression. The dances, for 
example, have none of the 1940 zing} 


| that recent stage choreogranhy has 


| become identified with. The cos-| 
tumes and decor are spotty, the| 
Irene Sharaff designs in some 


respects disappointing and in lees | 
scintillating. The songs. which 
are restricted to seven big vocal 
numbers. may assert themselves 
with plugging, but haven’t that 
spark. 

Show broke around midmght at 
the opening and can stand cutting. 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ is a} 
Wynner so long as the star is on the 
scene. Without Ed Wynn. it’s some- 





thing for the Roxy or Radio City | 
Music Hall, Abel. 
Journey to Jerusale 
Drama in tlree acts presented Oct. 5 
"40, by the Pleywrights Co. at the National, 
N. written bs Maxwell Anderson, 
staged by Milmer Rice; scenery by Jo Miel- 
ziner; $5.30 top. 
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In these times of disaster, when 
| the world is writhing over stories | 
of barbarism abroad, the Play-| 
wrights evidently believe that a | 
|play of Biblical characters, with 
‘Jesus as a boy, would be soothing | 
|Stage fare. It is. But the theory 
| that the new drama would draw the 
' multitudes is probably faulty. ‘Jour-_| 
ney to Jerusalem’ is doubtful box-' 


| April, 


than console onlookers. ‘Jerusalem 
is a beautiful work in some directions. 


It employs a cast of 31 players, much 
of the acting being of high order. 


Effectiveness of the settings, which 


‘are along simple lines, is heightened 


by masterly lighting. Show is prob- 
ably not as costly as it looks, but on 
operation alone the new entrant will 
require more than average grosses 
to survive. 

Maxwell Anderson, whose play- 
wrighting is plenty varied, sends 
some sort of a message which may 
particularly appeal to Jews. Jeshua 


is the Jesus of the play, a 12-year- 
old who towards the end says: ‘We 
are the chosen race’—chosen, the 


wise vouth believes, 
tribulations in expiation of the sins 
of other peoples. 

Sidney Lumet, the kid actor who 
stepped forth in ‘My Heart's in the 
Highlands’ and ‘The Eternal Road,’ 
virtually runs away with the play as 
Jeshua. He is a fine-looking lad and 
lends an earnestness to the part that 
seems inspired, while his modulated 
voice is not the least of a fine per- 
formance. Boy has reacted almost 
perfectly to the direction of Elmer 
Rice. 

Story has a completely reverse 
conception of the New Testament’s 
version of the genesis of Jesus. He 
is the normal son of Joseph and 


Miriam, not emanating from immacu- 


late conception. ‘Family Portrait’ 
had a somewhat similar idea of the 
home surroundings of Christus’ fam- 
ily. Throughout the drama the char- 
acters talk of identifying the boy 


who is to be the Saviour of the Jews. | 
‘Miriam finally tells Jeshua that she 


had a vision that he is to be that 
man. 

Before then, Ishmael, a robber, had 
recognized Jeshua as the Saviour. It 
was believed by Herod that Jesus was 
12 years of age and, fearing the 
things to come, endeavored to do 
away with all boys of that age. It is 
Ishmael who conceals 
Jeshua when the family and other 
Jews enter Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover. Believing that Herod's 
men will slay Jeshua anyway, Ish- 
mael kills one of Herod's soldiers 


and is slain in return on the steps | 


of the temple. 

Character of Ishmael is acceptable 
to the others because he is one of 
those who rebelled against the 
Romans and hid in the hills along 
with co-religionists. The scenes are 
the court in the temple at Jerusalem. 
roof of MHerod’s palace, Joseph's 
home at Nazareth, a desert spot be- 


low Jericho, and the gates before 
Jerusalem. In a_ temple scene, | 
Jeshua gives sage answers to the 


wise men of the Sanhedrin, one of 


the points made to indicate that the | 


boy is the gifted one. 

In the generous cast, players who 
stand out include Horace Braham ds 
Joseph; Arlene Francis as Miriam: 
Arnold Moss (who quit the hit ‘Hold 
On To Your Hats’ to take this as- 
sipnment) as Ishmael, giving an ex- 
cellent reading; Charles De Sheim as 
the rebellious Shadrach: Joseph 
Kramm as Malachi: Frederic Tozere 
es Herod, and Alice Reinhart as 
Ibee. 





Legit Followup 











‘The Time of Your Life’ 

After a five-and-a-half months’ 
layoff, William Saroyan’s Pulitzer 
and Critics’ Circle prize play is still 
an absorbing, provocative comedy, 
by turns touching and infantile, but 
nearly always beguiling. Reopened 
at the Guild theatre, N. Y., recently, 
it is unevenly played and raggedly 
stage-managed. If it is to go on the 
road some of the _ performances 
should be restrained and the whole 
production given careful direction 
and intensive rehearsal. It now lacks 
cohesion and pace. 


Number of cast changes have been | 


since the show closed last 
but most of the important 
parts are still plaved by the original 
actors. Eddie Dowling is much as 
he was during the earlier run and 
Julie Haydon, though painfully mis- 
cast, has eliminated some of her for- 
mer mannerisms and now seems 
more direct and _ plausible. Leo 
Chalzel is a harder-bitten bartender 
than Charles De Sheim, and lacks 
the latter’s warmth. 

Arthur Hunnicutt transforms the 
character of the fabulous Kit Carson, 
but it is still vividly effective. 
Marylin Monk is more believable as 
the disillusioned young nurse, though 
some of the embarrassing over-bit- 
terness has been written out of the 
part. Ross Bagdasarian lacks the ex- 
perience to handle the part of the 


made 


| pinball player the way Will Lee did, 

while Henry Jones and Fred Kelly | 
|give paler portrayals of the girl- 
| crazy 


youth and the dancer, re- 
spectively. Edward Andrews, Gro- 
ver Burgess, Houseley Stevens, Sr., 
Celeste Holm, Tom Tully, Eva Leon- 
ard Boyne and Ainsworth Arnold 


| retain a surprising degree of their 


original edge. 

There has been some script re- 
vision here and there, notably in the 
third act. Roosevelt-supporter Sar- 
oyan’s new gag line about a Willkie 
button drew laughter and applause 
at the reopening, but may bring 
varied reception thereafter. With 
opening night’s weather unseason- 
ably warm, the management should 


to go through | 


the age of| 





Plays Out of Town 





PANAMA HATTIE 


New Haven, Oct. 3. 
13 


Musical comedy in two acts, 
' Pook 


| score, 
costumes 


Cole Porter; dances, 


and scenery, 


acenes. 
by Herbert Fields and B. G. DeSylva; 
‘ Robert Alton; 
Raoul Pene DuBois; 


ay and furnishes good materia} 
on which to hang the balance of the 
production. 


Cole Porter’s score contains at least 
two sockeroos that will be heard 
lenty. They are ‘What Say, Let's Be 
uddies’ and ‘My Mother Would 


| book staged by Edgar MacGregor; orches- : . 

| trat arrangements, Russell Bennett, Hans Love You.’ Also on the click list are 
|Spialek and Don Walker; vocal arrange-|*Visit Panama,’ which gets the show 
ments, Lynn Murray; posnenton condueves off to an early punch, and ‘Who 
by Gene Salzer; stars Ethel Merman; fea- fe - ; “ 

tures. Arthur Treacher, Phyllis Brooke, Would Have Dreamed.’ For torch 
Retty Hutton, Joan Carroll, James Dunn, there’s Make It Another Old 
Rags Ragland, Prevented by B. G.:De-| Fashioned Please’ and for laughs 
Sylva at the Shubert, New Haven, Oct. 3-3,/there are ‘God Bless the Women’ 


'40; $8.30 top. 


Mrs. Gonzales... ccccccccccsccess Conchita 

A. 2 5 eh a chhes ohaeeene hh Eppy Pearson 
| Saiiors: 
. Sh ES co cesaveowe’ Pat Harrington 
| Windy Deegan........... ..Prank Hyers 
Since MORORs a0 6knccereds Rage Ragland 
i Wrekt POGGIO. occ cccccecieses Linda Griffith 
| Soldiers :— ; 
re Sic dae «oul awk ee Roger Gerry 
TO, c.i20b0006e0ess et sade caren toy Blaine 
Ted. .ceve .eee-e ded Daniels 
| dun biexedb bs4s abe weegs Lipman Duckat 


M 
| Hattie Maloney Mthel Merman 


EMT THOS s cc vascvcccvetsecer Vhyltlis Brooks 
i Kitty Belle Rancdolpli...... .. Ann Graham 
ee eae James Dunn 
SPRANG bic nonce t.ccdes eae Betty Hutton 

Geraldine Bullett............408 joan Carroll 
Vivian Buddscccoccscccses Arthur Treacher 

eee Re CE ey ee Al Downing 


Hal Conklin 

cee ceees DeRoss 
err tT TT Jack Donahue 
..James Kelso 


| Firat Stranger 
|} Second Stranger. . 
Dr aks 6 40686 0 

Whitney 


When ‘Panama Hattie’ hits New 
York late this month, Buddy De- 
Sylva will probably establish some 
'kind of record by having three smash 
‘musicals on Broadway _ sjmultane- 
‘ously. Having unfolded in this town 
his two hits of last season, ‘DuBarry’ 
‘and ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ DeSylva 
|tempts the three-on-a-match idea 
(and gets away with it. His current 
| venture should step right along with 


| its predecessors in the front ranks of 
ithe hit parade. 

Show is salty, in fact several spots 
jare unnecessarily rough; they don’t 
balance on the borderline of good 
‘taste, they topple right over. Like 
‘DuBarry,’ the present production 
employs a glorified burley technique. 
But it catches on and it will probably 
|record DeSylva in show biz history 
as the producer who was smart 
| enough to see that $1 burlesque could 
be dressed up 
tumes and sets, a few names and a 
reasonably plausible story to garner 
$4.40 per ducat for the result. 

Although show has its 

moments, the product is by no means 
confined to double entendre, There 
is some very sentimental, human 
interest material between Ethel Mer- 
man, in the lead, and Joan Carroll, 
film moppet handling the role origi- 
nally intended for Shirle¥ Temple. 
Youngster is a natural, both on stage 
presence and ability to project a 
lovable personality across the foots. 
Her ‘What Say, Let’s Be Buddies’ 
|} routine with Miss Merman is a lulu. 
Child is being brought along under 
wraps, with all vocal and terp efforts 
nixed due to New York child labor 
stymie. 


risque 


a number of cast members, notably 


} ° 
|Miss Merman, who gets (and han- |} 
dles outstandingly) a swell oppor-| 


tunity to sing, dance and act; Rags | 


Ragland, whog@ops a flock of belly 
laughs in his first sortie into the 
musical comedy field from burlesque; 
and Betty Hutton, who builds 
screwball song-and-dance 
into show stopping values. With less 
material on their hands, James Dunn 
and Phyllis Brooks. register. in 
straight parts, and Arthur Treacher 
clicks in his typical butler takeoff. 
Dunn’s vocal attempts are ineffectual, 


but he pleases from the thesp angle. | 


Treacher sets well with the audience 
in his characteristic servant role, but 


his solo, ‘Americans Drink Coffee,’ | 
is a weak sister, 
In for a goodly share of terp 


honors is Nadine Gae, who gets sev- 
eral choice spots along with Louis 
and Robert Hightower. Trio strikes 


a novelty chord in an adagio routine | 


and also registers in ballet. On 
comedy, Ragland is ably assisted by 
Pat Harrington and Frank Hyers, 
N. Y. Club 18 fugitives doing legit 
duty. The three, as gobs on shore 
leave, put over some _ knockabout 
stuff to hearty laughter. 

DeSylva and Fields collabbed on 
the book and Wilkie Mahoney, al- 
though uncredited, has gagged it up. 
Story has a Panama locale, in- 
cluding Panama City and the Canal 
Zone. Hattie (Miss Merman) is a 
night club singer set to marry Canal 
operator Nick 


daughter Jerry (Joan Carroll) has 


| been living with her grandmother in | 
| Philly since the death of the child's | 


|mother. When proper little Jerry 
| gets a look at Hattie’s jazzy attire, 
| the ensuing laugh plants a gulf be- 
tween them that threatens to nix 
| proceedings. However, Nick sells the 
|child the idea that it’s what’s inside 
ithe showy garments that counts and 
Jerry and Hattie become friends. 
| Leila Tree (Miss Brooks) is making 
;a play for Nick and she puts over a 
| stunt that gets Nick in bad with his 


| Canal Zone boss through a faux pas 
|on Hattie’s part. Nick is given his 
choice between Hattie and his job 


with expensive CoOs- | 


Show is replete with fat parts for | 


a | 
delivery | 


(Dunn), whose small | 


and just when he is going to sacrifice | 


and ‘You Said It,’ this last reminis- 
cent in technique of the ‘DuBarry’ 
ditty ‘Friendship.’ Betty Hutton’s 
three novelty tunes are ‘Fresh as a 
Daisy,’ “They Ain’t Done Right by 
Our Nell’ and ‘All I Gotta Get Is My 
Man,’ all good for ace receptions, 
Score as a whole stands up well. 


On terps, Robert Alton has taken 
a fresh looking crew of youngsters 
and built several distinctive routines 
with them. His skill in tying in 
effective dance steps with outstand- 


ing costuming is apparent. Raoul 
DuBois’ dress and scenic creations 


give evidence of his position among 
the topnotchers in this field. Panama 
lecale gives opportunities for color 
riot and DuBois doesn’t miss. Set- 
tings are sumptuous and a novel 
effect is attained in a treadmill scene 
where the child is shown walking 
across country to the accompaniment 
|of moving scenery. DeSylva ap- 
parently gave his designers carte 
blanche on this production and the 
result certainly looks it. Edgar Mac- 
Gregor’s staging is noteworthy, as 
also is Gene Salzer’s baton-waving. 
Vocal and orchestral arrangements 
add materially to the score’s value. 
In addition to its hit stage as- 
surance, ‘Hattie’ also lends itself to 
fertile adaptation as a filmusical. 
Bone. 


SECOND HELPING 


New Haven, Oct. 7. 





Comedy in three acts, four scenes, by 
David Carey. Staged by Nat Burns; sci- 
ting, Tom Adrian Cracraft; presented by 
Monte Proser and Walter Batchelor at the 
Shubert, New Haven, Oct. 7-@, ‘40; §2.20 
| top. 

1 Jimmy Adams....ecccccees »-- Billy Redfield 
| POO BEGIOE, 6606005 0808 00 Livelyn Varde 
1Ted Adams......... sees Kent Adams 
Benjamin Williams........Joseph Sweeney 
Elizabeth Ann Adams........ Marjorie Lord 
| Margaret Williams.. weecee Phoebe Foster 


Virginia Saunders. -eeeDorothea Bille 


Joseph Bates....... P cooks. Currier 
Jerry DOViSs occscese .William H. Terry 
Alan Sprague...... secciereee Ba 


This one was given a strawhat try- 
| out at Stamford last summer. At the 
time it was in its fough stages and 
it’s still not ready for Broadway. 
Play has foundation possibilities and 
indicates a chance of moderate suc- 
cess only if held out of town long 
;}enough to bring out its potentiali- 
ities. As caught at preem, the four 
scenes add up to mild amusement 
and would probably bring on a criti- 
cal blitz if presented on Broadway 
in its present state. 

Show has a good third act, but it’s 
| the old story of taking too long to 
|} get around to it. Humor is of the 
easy going variety rather than the 
hilarious type, and laugh lines come 
mainly from a cynical male charac- 
ter who spouts epigrams by the 
| gross. Background of play is 
family life in the nutty manner oi 
‘You Can't Take It with You.’ 

Locale is a small town in Mas 
where Margaret Williams has the 
best job in the town bank and thus 
becomes the main support of her 
widowed sister and her three chil- 
dren. Some years prior to play's 
| opening Margaret had had a roman- 
tic yen for Alan Sprague, but he left 
town under a cloud and she then 
took on Joe Bates, steady going pro- 
prietor of the town Emporium, Bates 
kept company with her for 16 years, 
| but never got around to the point 
of marrying her because he was tiea 
to his mother’s apron strings. Even- 
tually Sprague returns to town to 
settle his father’s estate and Mar- 
garet decides to claim the romance 
that she has been passing up all 
these years She goes off with 
Sprague to New York and holidays 
with him for a couple of weeks he 
returns home, letting her tam 
wonder if she is still a ‘good’ woman, 
only to find that Bates has married 
the widowed sister in the meantime 
It’s okay with Margaret, though, be- 
cause a phone call from N. Y. brings 
word from Sprague that his wile, 
from whom he has been separated, 
is getting a divorce leaving him free 
to marry Margaret. 

Proser and Batchelor have given 
this show a nice production from 
every angle. Casting is okay, with 
exception of the cynical uncle role 
|played by Joseph Sweeney _ who 
doesn’t fit the part. Phoebe Foster 
is sincere in the Margaret character 
and Evelyn Varden and H. E. Cur- 
rier turn in good work as_ the 
widowed sister and Bates. Marjorie 
Lord and William H. Terry are in 
| for some good moments as the over- 
i theatrical daughter of the family and 
| her good-natured swain. Ben Smith's 
brief period on stage is well done in 
ithe Sprague role, and Kent Adams. 
| Billy Redfield and Derothea Eller fit 
(as youthful members of the troupe. 
Nat Burns’ staging produced & 


the 














| Office. — ;have had the theatre’s cooling sys- 
So quiet is the new play that it is tem in operation. The house be- 
more liable to induce slumber rather ' came uncogifortably humid. Hobe. 


1776 B’way, New Yor everything for her, Hattie saves the|smooth opening performance and 
day by foiling an attempt to blow up | Tom Cracraft’s setting is a fine piece 


the Canal. Story is believable and | of designing. Bone. 
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Bway Biz Off Forepart Last Week 
But Fair Crowds Lift Weekend Legit 








Theatre attendance declined on | 
Broadwey early last week, with vari- 
ous reasons given. Monday (1) was 
moving day, and it was assumed that 
Tuesday was devoted to settling 
down. Wednesday was the eve of 
the Jewish New Year, and that was 


Legit Draws a Blank 
In Balto; ‘Pins’, $6,300 


Baltimore, Oct. 8. 


known to have affected some attrac- | 


tions, but not all. 


Cancellations and jerking around 
of bookings keeping matters legit 


Towards the end of the week the here in the doldrums, with nothing 
metropolis started to fill up with} 
visitors, drawn for the final month of | °" the calendar but ‘Ladies in Re- 
the World’s Fair, which ends Oct. 27.  tirement,’ promised for Oct. 28, at 
Midtown hotels reported turning | Ford’s. Will come in as first of 


away thousands of applicants for | American Theatre Society and The- 
rooms on Saturday and 


Sunday. | atre Guild subscripti i 

Theatres appear to have benefited by | instead of SOOM daamanaa me 
the influx, for heavy business was | Time of Your Life.” Announcement 
reported at agencies and boxoffices. | py Guild of eancellation of ‘Susan- 
Fair had one of the biggest weekend | nah and the Elders,’ promised for 


gates of the season as culmination of Qct, 21, brought some rather caustic 
newspaper week at the expo. Legit | comment in local press, 


grosses were heid up somewhat by | Lest week, return engagement of 


the late week rush of patronage. 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ |‘New Pins and Needles,’ to the 1,900 











due to light the Lyceum Monday (7), 
was forced to postpone until next 
Monday (14) because of a knee in- 


day’s (4) performance in Boston. 
Saturday matinee there was dropped, 
but the night show was played. Also | 
due next week are ‘Blind Alley, 

Windsor; 


mer theatre, at the Elliott. Added to 
this week's opening is ‘Boyd’s Daugh- 
ter,’ tried out as ‘Boyd’s Shop’ at the 
Copley, Boston, 
Booth Friday (11). 


NEW PRODUCING COMBO 





REVIVING ‘BLIND ALLEY’ 


New season is developing a num- 
ber of new managerial combinations, 
while usually active producers are 
laying back. for one reason or an- 
other. Among the new combos is that 
of Marie Louise Elkins and Clarence 
Taylor, who will revive ‘Blind Alley’ 
at the Windsor, N. Y., Monday (14). 
Miss Elkins is said to be wealthy. 
Taylor was a press agent and has 
been connected with the Stage Re- 
lief Fund for years. His first Broad- 
way try was ‘Sea Dogs’, which tar- 
ried briefly at the Elliott last spring. 

It is the second managerial try for 
Miss Elkins, too. 
with ‘Michael Drops In’ a couple of 
years ago. During the summer she 
operated the stock house at Newport 


with Nancy Rogers, and presentation ! 
was their most suc- | 


of ‘Blind Alley’ 
cessful show, which explains the idea 
of reviving it on Broadway. Pre- 
viously, Miss Elkins was at the 
Ridgeway, White Plains. 

‘Alley’ is being staged by Jack 
Daniels, brother of William Daniels, 
cameraman for Metro. Director also 
emanates from summer stock, He 
had the strawhat outfit at Clayton, 
N. Y¥., some seasons ago. Cast is 
headed by Roy Hargraves, who was 
in the original show when it scored 
a moderate success at the Booth, N. 
Y., in the fall of 1935, with Lila Lee, 
Bernadine Hayes and Jane Todd. 


‘Dinner’ Fair 96 In 
Det.; Stays 6 Weeks 


Detroit, Oct. 8. 

Having grossed approximately 
$54,000 in its first four weeks at the 
Cc ass, ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ will carry through for two 
weeks more to Oct. 19—leaving only 
eight dark days until the first of the 
ATS subscription series opens Oct 
28 with Katharine Hepburn in 
‘Philadelphia Story.’ 


Record of ‘The Man Who Came to! 


Dinner’ company here, with Clifton 
Webb and Doris Dalton in cast, com- 
pares well with runs elsewhere since 
nearly 40,000 Detroiters have caught 
the show in contributing approxi- 
mately $15,000, $16,000, $14,000 and 
$9,000 on successive weeks. The 
World’s Series here has knocked off 
matinees, but there has been some 
slight compensation in the out-of- 
town visitors in Detroit for the ball 
Zames, 


Dorothy Wolf Quits Leblang 
Dorothy Wolf, long occupied in the | 
Joe Leblang office first as secretary | 





to the late ticket magnate, then in| 
charge of theatre parties which are, ond Helping’ 
is out of the| 


a form of cut rates, 
outfit. She is now with Jane 
Broder, legit casting agent who has 


taken on theatre party sales as an | 


adjunct. 


agency, 


‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort, and 
‘'Tis of Thee,’ a revue from a sum- | 


which comes to the | 


| poned. 


She was concerned | 


| than 
| ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ Exceptional biz 
| was held from further records by 


seat Ford’s at $2.22, ran into the 
Jewish holidays and wound up with 


,a mild figure estimated at $6,300. 
jury to Ernest Truex during last Fri- | 





ABBOTT SKEDS 
ONLY 2 SHOWS 


Unless his scheduled productions, 





\‘The White Haired Boy’ and ‘Pal 


Joey,’ are both failures, George Ab- 
bott will probably produce only those 
two shows this season. He has al- 
ready abandoned the idea of doing a 
musical version of ‘Much Ado About 
Nothing’ and his plans for ‘And One 
for the Lady’ are indefinitely post- 
He is still interested in ‘Last 
Judgment,’ but has made no decision 
regarding it. 

‘White Haired Boy,’ the Beatrice 
Kaufman-Charles Martin comedy 
about a playwright described as a 
composite of Clifford Odets and Wil- 
liam Saroyan, started rehearsing 
Monday (7) for a one-week tryout at 
the Plymouth, Boston, beginning Oct. 
28, with the opening at the Biltmore, 
N. Y., slated for Nov. 6. Sanford 


| Meisner, Alfred Ryder, Betty Garde 


and Edith Van Cleve head the cast. 
Donald Oenslager is doing the sets. 


‘Pal Joey,’ the Rodgers-Hart musi- 


cal with a book adapted by John | 


O’Hara 
sketches, 


from his New Yorker 


Vivienne Segal, Jack Durant, June 
Havoc and Leila Ernst. Robert Alton 
will stage the dances and Jo Meil- 
ziner will do the sets. After a road 
tryout the show will open in New 
York about Christmas. 

‘Much Ado About Nothing’ was to 
have had a book by Robert Buckner, 
with score by Vernon Duke, John 
Latouche and Ted Fetter. However, 
the book treatment didn’t sult Ab- 
bott, so he dropped the idea. ‘And 
One for the Lady,’ comedy by John 
Cecil Holm, with whom Abbott col- 
laborated on ‘Three Men on a Horse.’ 
alsorhasn’t been satisfactorily revised. 
It may be done next season. 

Question of whether Abbott will 
return to the Coast next summer 
for another producer-director assign- 
for RKO apparently depends 
on the boxoffice reaction to ‘Too 
Many Girls,’ which is abow+ to be 


released. 


Hattie’ $13 400 in N. H. 


ment 


New Haven, Oct. 8 
Shubert season got off to an okay 
tart this year with a three-day ses- 


sion of good biz on ‘George Washing- 
ton Slept Here’ following its Hartford 
break-in. After the Kaufman-Hart 
comedy came the preem of ‘Panama 
Hattie,’ in for four performances last 
weekend (3-5). 


mate $13,400, which was $150 better 
the previous high mark of 


fire Jaws, which turned away hun- 
| dreds. 

House currently has preem of ‘Sec- 
(7-9), which had a 
strawhat airing at Stamford last sum- 
mer. For last half, ‘Pins and Needles’ 
is in for four shows. 


Another preem set for here is the | 
Guild-Gilbert Miller production star-|to 7,’ 
Mamie Lemlein is now in charge, ring Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans | score. 
of theatre parties for the Leblang | in ‘Twelfth Night.’ It comes in Oct. | Many 
jand 


17-19. 





'ditorium, Hartford 





Show drew rave! 
comment and grossed an approxi- | 


|play the leads. 
' 


' lated. 


the musical numbers. 
| 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 7) 





‘Charlot’s Revue’ (Name cast, for 
British war relief )—E] Capitan, Hol- 
lywood. 


‘Easy Does It'—Mayan, Los An- 
geles, 

‘Hell-Bent for Heaven’ — Musart, 
Los Angeles. 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son)—Harris, Chicago. 


‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 


—Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Civic Repertory, Boston. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Michigan, Jackson, Mich. (®; Pal- 
lace, Flint, Mich. (8); Temple, Sagi- 
naw, Mich. (9); Gladmer, Lansing, 
Mich. (10); Keith’s, Grand Rapids 
(11); Shrine, Ft. Wayne (12). 

‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Cass, Detroit. 

‘Meet the - People’—Grand Opera 
House, Chicago. 

‘Meet the Peopie’—Music Box, Hol- 
lywood. 

‘Panama Hattie’ (Ethel Merman, 
James Dunn)—Shubert, Boston. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
Hepburn) — Masonic Auditorium, 
Rochester, N. Y. (7-8); Strand, Ith- 
aca (9); Erlanger, Buffalo (10-12), 

‘Pins and Needles’ — Playhouse, 
Wilmington, Del. (7); Bushnell Au- 
(8-9); Shubert, 
New Haven (10-12). 

‘Private Lives’ (Ruth Chatterton) 
~—Maplewood, Maplewood, N, J. 

‘Second Helping’—Shubert, New 
Haven (7-9). 


‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Paramount, Toledo (7); Hartman, 
Columbus (8-9); Taft Auditorium, 


Cincinnati (10-12). 

‘Susannah and the Elders’—McCar- 
ter, Princeton (12), 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Columbia, Louisville. 


FATHER’ SOCKO 
$16,000 IN 
BOSTON 


Boston, Oct. 8. 
‘Life with Father,’ opening an in- 
| definite engagement at the Repertory 
|here last week, did terrific biz, indi- 
cating a run was in prospect. ‘Boyd’s 
Shop,’ in the first of a two-week 








will start rehearsing Nov | Stay, did very well at $1.65 top. 


| 11, with a cast including Gene Kelly, | 


‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
had to curtail its engagement due to 
the illness of Ernest Truex, but did 
neat biz during its stay. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
Plymouth (2d wk) (1,480; $2.75)— 
Capacity biz most of the time for 
this one, which has been worked on 
considerably since the Hartford 
preem. Got around $11,000 in the 
last seven performances 

‘Life With Father,’ Repertory (ist 
wk) (965: $2.75)—Local press lauded 
cast headed by Dorothy Gish and 
Louis Calhern. Packed ’em in open- 
ing week and topped $16,000. 

‘Boyd’s Shop,’ Copley (st wk) 
(1.038: $1.65)—Received cordial no- 
tices and a good comment, garnering 
dandy $6,000. 


FREDDIE SCHADER NOW 


J, J. SHUBERT’S DET. REP s.0',2", iad! she 3 


Bway Recovers From Moving Day 
And Holiday; Wynn Great $25,000, 
Ditto Jolson, $28,500, ‘Night’, $16,000 


Skylark’ OK $11,700 





Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 2 








In 4 Indpls. Shows 


(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), O 
(Operetta). 


| ‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (Ist week) (R-1,412; $4.40). 
| Another new musical to win rave 
the | notices; Ed Wynn show opened last 





Indianapolis, Oct. 8. 
The English theatre opened 


| legit season here Thursday (2) with! week (1) at $7.70 top and in seven 


a nice turnout to welcome Gertrude | Performances got nearly $25,000; can 
Lawrence in ‘The Skylark.” Play|®0rmally top $29,000 in eight per- 
stayed for four night performances | nase 

and Saturday matinee, with healthy | " ‘Boyd’s Daughter,’ Booth (ist 
attendance at all showings, getting | ha (C-712-$3.30). Opens Friday 
estimated $11,700. | 14 Presented by Horace Schmid- 


lapp, J 
Next in is Tulullah Bankhead in| written by St. John Evvine tried 


‘Little Foxes,’ due Oct. 17th. out in Boston under title ‘Boyd’s 





ymca ahl suddenly added to week’s 


‘Dabarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(44th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Was 











posers and Publi 


LADIES’ WEAK 
$8,500 IN Chl 


Chicago, Oct. 8. 

Four shows in town now, but busi- 
ness was not happy last week. The 
two new entries failed to stir up 
any real public reaction, despite the 
fact that the critics were impressed. 

‘Meet the People’ got away to a 
sellout opening on Saturday (29), but 
then fell off to disappointing busi- 
ness. First American Theatre So- 
ciety- -Theatre Guild show, ‘Ladies in 
Retirement,’ also got plenty of criti- 
cal approval, but the psychological 
mystery is failing to draw much pat- 
ronage other than the regular sub- 
scribers. 

Estimates for Last Week 





‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Harris (1st | 
First of the | 


week) (1,000; $2.75). 
ATS subscription season not getting 
much trade from the outsiders and | 
slated for only a fortnight’s stay. 
Took $8,500 in first week. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone (33d 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Eased off 
somewhat but some performances 
still sell out; $13, 700. 

‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn (4th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Slumped just a little 
during the midweek, but held gen- 
erally at $11,500. 

‘Meet the People, Grand (lst 
week) (1,300; $2.75). Opened to $3.30 
and got some money into the safe, 
but the rest of the initial week was 
on the toboggan to finish first session 
to $11,000. 


ARTHUR SWANSTROM 








DIES IN N.Y. AT 52 





After a varied career, Arthur M. 
Swanstrom died suddenly Friday (4) 
\following a_ stroke. 
| poser, who was 52. was found on the 
srounds of John Hoagland’s home at 
Scarsdale, N. Y., where he had been 
residing and was removed to a hos- 


pital in White Plains, never regain- 

} } airlwy 
ing consciousness. Although fairly 
well off financially at one time, 


Swanstrom was in straightened cir- 
cumstances at the time of his death 
When informed of his condition, the 
American Society of Authors, Com- 
hers ordered every 
attention given him and took care of 
the burial. 
Swanstrom had 


could ri De orrecte He \v 
n i ( 
: , the p cian in New Yorl 
Freddie Schader, who has been rl of } I 
publicist for a number of enterprise * ‘ ‘ 
‘ ay. ‘ , 
in Detroit. has bee appointed per- |. ente tj Under 
wiay 
onal representative there for J. J ; t ve 
mal t bleil ! ; ‘ too e € Y at , A 
Shubert, who wifl present musical E —¥ -_ is appe 
; un iCal 
stock at the Wilson theatre starting «47,14 to Your Hats’ (Shube 
- —_ - 7" T, } ] } + — . 1 7 
Saturday (iz) I aerstooc f ‘ N Y.) Word 1! hed ri auri!r 
Shubert has take a two-year lease | 4, night performances | € 
on the house and plans a season ol ‘ed through the finale. 
30 weeks, each attraction playing Perhaps his cutstanding lyric was 
two weeks and then slated to move 


a simi- 


to the Harris, Chicago, where 
lar season is slated. 

First attraction is ‘Unfaithfully 
Yours,’ which was called ‘Du Barry’ 
when originally presented on Broad- 
way with Grace Moore. Michael 
Bartlett and Nancy McCord will 
Claimed the book 
has been modernized and additional 
numbers by Irving Actman interpo- 
Carl Randall is staging the 
dances, Watson Barrett is in charge 
of settings and Buck Warnock staged 
Lou Kaliski is 
the house manager. 


which has 
Will be followed by “Too 
Girls’ ‘The Three Waltzes’ 
‘Higher and Higher.’ 


j the G reeks.’ 


(after putting on 
‘ing’ their managerial effort 


i Your Horses, 
Second show will be ‘Cocktails 5 | 
a Franz Lehar} 


‘The Portuguese, the Argentines and 
He wrote any number 
of vaudeville acts and night club 
shows. Height of his career was the 
presentation of ‘Sons o’ Guns,’ in 
which the late Jack Donohue was 
starred, Swanstrom 
score with Benny Davis and J. Fred 
Coots. 


and proved a.smash musical. 
could not follow it up, however, and 
‘Princess Charm- 
s stopped 
He contributed the score for ‘Hold 
* produced in 1988. 
Swanstrom’s professional _ start 
was as a ballroom dancer. His father 


!was formerly prominent in Brook- 
\lyn politics and was president of 
ithat borough. 


Author-com- | 


writing the | 


‘Guns’ was produced in 1929} 
‘by Bobby Connolly and Swanstrom | 
They | 


|affected early last week when at- 
| tendance generally dipped; estimated 


‘nearly $18,000; moves to Royale 
Oct. 21. 

‘George Washington Slept Here; 
Lyceum (C-1,004; $3.30). Postponed 


|}until next Monday (14) because of 
knee injury to Ernest Truex. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(107th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Not 
worrying about long staying laugh 
revue, which was somewhat affected 
early in the week, then back to 
capacity; $30,500 quoted. 

‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(4th week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Jolson 
dipped only on eve of Jewish New 
Year; takings of new sock musical 
rated at $28,500. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (R- 
3,087; $2.75). Presented by Sonja 
Henie and Arthur Wirtz; ice re- 
vue with Joe Cook (non- skater ) 
staged by Leonidoff; ensembles by 
| Catherine Littlefield: opens Thurs- 





'day (10). 
‘Johnny’ Belinda,’ Belasco (3d 
week) (D- 1,000; $3.30). Went up 


somewhat last ‘week, with takings 
estimated around $4, 500, but show 

paris more to better even break; 

spending coin on promotion. 

‘Journey to Jerusalem,’ National 
(D-1,162; $3.30). Opened Saturday 
(5); biblical drama drew doubtful 
notices, 

‘Life Wh Father,’ Empire (48th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Straight play 
| leader not affected and looks set to 
span the new season; grossing better 
than $18,500; capacity. 
| ‘Louisana Purchase,’ Imperial (19th 
week) (M-1,450° $4.40). List leader 
also held to its pace and figured at 
more than $34,000 again. 
| ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,” Mu- 
| sic Box (51st week) (C-1,102; $3.30). 
| After pulling great comeback. dipped 
|under $15,000 last week; still quite 
profitable at that level. 

‘Secend Helping,’ Hudson (C-1,094; 
$3.30). Presented by Walter Bach- 
elor and Monte Proser; written by 
David Carey; tried, but in summer 
stock: opens Saturday (12). 

‘Separaie Rooms,’ Plymouth (28th 
week) (C-1.107; $3.30). Making 
weekly profit and engagement in- 
definite; very little off last week, 
when takings again topped $10,000. 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ Alvin 
(19th week) (D-1,434: $3.30). Went 
off somewhat, but very good at close 
to $16,000 level: should wind up 
final four weeks to better money. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (283d 
week) (C-1,107: $1.10). No telling 
how long run = ider will continue; 
makins ome ofit with takings 
aro om $4.000 ai 

Return —7 e 


‘Time of Your Life,’ Guild (2d 
eek) (CD-956: $2.75). Slated an- 
other two weeks then to road; busi- 
ne hette than anticipated with 


und $10,000 
Revival 
‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (5th week) 
CD-865: $3.30). Doing well and in- 
piring presentation of other re- 
Vit rated well over $10,000 last 
week. 
Added 
‘Sim Sala Bim,’ Moroseo (4th 
week) (939; $2.75). Was supposed to 
jave gone off Sunday night (6), but 
sot better support at weekend and 
tays at least two weeks more; tak- 
ings about even break; $6,000. 
Gilbert and Sullivan Repertory, 
44th St. (1,463: $2.20). Was slated 
in for two weeks but announced to 
continue; first week around $8,000 
\after so-so press. 


Road’ 736 in St. L. 


St. Louis, Oct. 8. 
‘Tobacco Road’ wound up last of 
two-week stand at the American 
Saturday (5) with a take of ap- 
proximately $7,500 at $1.50 top. First 

week grossed an estimated $8,500. 
Total of 11 weeks and 99 perform- 
ances were played during seven. 








| visits in two years by ‘Road.’ 


House dark currently, but relights 
Monday (14) with Gertrude Law- 
rence in ‘Skylark.’ 
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52 VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 9, 1940 





Pemberton’s Hub Break 


Brock Pemberton drew a break 
Monday (7) when his ‘Lady in Wait- 


LEGITIMATE 
ing’ (Gladys George) opened un- 


aa + 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
' opposed in Boston, first stand out of 


The Ambassador, N. Y., was mentioned among legit theatres in the! the tour. ‘Panama Hattie,’ the new- 
hands of banks, but it is privately owned by Mrs. Lillian K. Kress and | est Buddy DeSylva musical which 
John L. Knight, who are otherwise not interested in show business. First! aroused high praise during its try- 
mortgage is held by the Central Hanover bank, but there has been no | out engagement in New Haven last 
default in the payment of the interest and the owners have offered the | week, was also slated to debut in the 
property for sale or lease. Deal pends whereby the house will be taken | Hub Monday, but the start was put 
over by showmen. | back until Tuesday (8) to ensure 

Theatre was built by the Shuberts 21 years ago, construction being|;the production being properly 
something of an experiment because the plot is triangular. For that | mounted. 
reason the stage is of limited size, but a method whereby reconstruction ‘Hattie’ is due into the 46th Street, 
will correct that fault is being worked out. N. Y., Oct. 30. Current attraction 
there, ‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ will 
move to the Royale 10 days prior to 
that date, being slated for the new 
spot Oct. 21. 








Gilbert Miller demonstrated how a play could be tried out for one week | 
without the management being liable for two weeks’ salary to the cast. 
He staged ‘Big Story’ at Maplewood, N. J., recently, it being an experi- 
ment on his part, since the play (farce) is of different type than he has 
heretofore presented. In engaging players for the show, Miller explained 
it was to be a one-week showing, so the actors were given contracts for | 
half their usual salary and were paid double the amount stipulated. 

‘Story’ had some favorable reaction, but the consensus of opinion among 
show people who lamped it was the reverse. George Abbott saw a per- 
formance at Miller’s request and it was then decided that before being 
shown on Broadway the script should be considerably rewritten. 





IA Paces Stage Unions 
In Keeping Conscripts 
On Books During Service 


Taking the cue from big business 
in the treatment of employees con- 
scripted or drafted for military 
training for one year, the stage 
unions are making provision where- 
by all such members shall remain in 
good standing. Local No. 1, stage 
hands, adopted the following resolu- 
tion: ‘Any member of this union 
entering the armed service in the 
present emergency shall be exempt 
from the payment of dues and as- 
sessments that may accrue during 
the period of service or enlistment.’ 

Deckhands acted without previous 
knowledge that the International Al- 
liance of Stage Employees, of which 
it is an affiliate, adopted the same 
rule for Canadian members when 
the Dominion entered the war. Last 


P , . : week the Treasurers and Ticket Sell- 
Jill Esmond, English actress who has been staying with Mrs. Emlyn! ers Division, also an IA affiliate, 


Williams at Robert Montgomery's farm at Towners, N. Y., moved to | adopted the identical resolution as 
New York this week. She will remain in the U. S. with her son for | gid local No. 1. Local 802 of the 
the duration of the war. Is considering a play and a couple of radio! american Federation of Musicians 
deals. Mrs. Williams, currently arranging for a Broadway production | hag already set up such a rule. 

of her husband's play, ‘The Corn Is Green,’ will probbaly return to Lon-| ft is believed that other stage 
don to join him after the play opens. She plans to leave their two children /unions will make similar provisions 
in this country for the duration. |for draftees. Equity had been busy 
| with other matters but Tuesday it 
had resolved that all members and 
male chorusters conscripted shall be 








Apron of N. Y. Center, Radio City, stage was moved forward so that" 
rink could be installed for ‘It Happens on Ice,’ which opens there tomor- 
row (Thursday, 10). The front eight rows of seats were eliminated. Nearly 
300 seats are out, capacily now being 3,087, which still makes the house | 
the largest legiter in New York, 

‘Ice’ will play Sundays, eliminating the Monday night performances. As 
the show is operating under Equity rules, the performers will receive an 
extra eighth pay during the month. Thereafter regular salaries will apply, 
provided Equity votes to discontinue additional pay on Sunday for the | 
balance of the season. 








Preference for ‘The Mikado’ over ‘Gondoliers,’ both by the critics and 
at the b.o., has led the Lyric Opera Co., Gilbert & Sullivan troupe now at 
the 44th Street, N. Y., to switch its sked. Tale of the Venetian boatmen 
has been dumped overboard on future programs in favor of that of the 
Japanese minstrel. 

First switch takes place tomorrow (Thursday), Friday and Saturday 
nights, when ‘Gondcliers,’ with which the outfit opened last week, was 
slated again. ‘Mikado,’ which played final three days of last week, will 
play instead. 











Planned coast to coast tour of ‘Pygmalion,’ starring Ruth Chatterton, 
is slated to start at Princeton, Oct. 1. Venture had been incorporated 
under the name of Kenroad Productions, Miss Chatterton and Barry exempted from paying dues during 
Thomson, who will play the male lead, having some of the stock. | services 

Tour will be under the direction of Harold J. Kennedy, Jus Addis and | “~* 1917 oe 


Hayden Yorke. adopted by local No. 1, 
| troduced by John MacDowell, pres- 
ent secretary. 





Harry A. Jansen, who bills himself Dante, was supposed to close his 
illusion show at the Morosco, N. Y., Sunday’ (6), but weekend attendance 
led to the date being extended. As no tickets were on hand Monday, | 
the boxoffice accepted money and wrote down reservations, 

| Show Abroad 


Shuberts’ Suit Against | oi 
Nan Rae and Maude Davis | mo 

















Equity Fight 


Continued from page 49 





meeting he openly declared that he} prey 


h comedy 


resolution was | 
it being in- | 


in three acts by Jacques | 


For Quick Trial, or Else Mexico Citv. Oct. 8 


Justice Aaron Steuer in N. Y. su- 
preme court ducked the obligation of 
deciding an important question in- 
volving the Shuberts and film con- 
tracts, when he disposed of an ap- 
plication by Operatic Festival, Inc., 
a Shubert subsidiary, for an injunc- 
tidn against Nan Rae ard Maude 
Davis, by referring the question to a 
trial court. The court ruled that it 
could not decide the contractual dis- 
pute, but would deny the injunction 
if the defendants agreed to go to 
trial Oct. 14. If not, the injunction 
would be granted. 

Injunction sought by the plaintiffs 
would prevent the defendants, who 
are comediennes, from acting for 
anyone but the Shuberts, under a 
contract whose option had been 
lifted. Defense interposed was that 
the plaintiffs are not agents and have 
no agent licenses, and unless they 
obtained the license limiting 
missions to 5%, the contracts signed 
with hundreds of players. subse- 
quently loaned to film producers and 
other play producers, were no good. 

Rae and Davis were recently in the 
Shuberts’ ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ short- 
lived stage revue, and now = in 
Eddie Cantor’s new Bristol-Myers 
radio commercial. 


COAST THEATRE ASS’N 
SCHEDULES SEVEN PLAY 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 











Continuation of the Theatre Assn.|ment in Equity. 


com- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| committee of three was appointed to | versial. 


lof 


was not, never was and never will 
be a Communist. Another was 
slated for a Coast assignment that 


would have netted him $8,000, but it 
suddenly evaporated. It appears that 
showmen on both coasts are some- 
what of engaging pecple ac- 
cused of being Reds, unable to dis- 
cern what the result of the Lam- 
berton charges will be, when and if 
they are investigated. 

Indicated that those named by | 
the Kansan legislator are actually 
being persecuted, although all have 
insistently denied radicalism. It’s} 
possible that they may be forced out 
show business, although all are 
rated exceptional players. Fact that 
some Broadway performers and oth- 
ers in Hollywood were ‘cleared’ by 
Congressman Martin Dies, who still 
has not fixed a date to investigate the 
charges, does not appear to have 
changed the standing of those named 
by Lambertson, 

It’s believed that Lambertson 
would have dropped the whole is- 
sue had he not been given further 
supposed ‘information’ by certain 
members of the council. Congress- 
man was quoted saying in Washing- 
ton recently that he had turned over | 
his complete file on the Equity 
charges to the Dies Committee, but 
he never informed Equity to that 
effect, despite the series of com-| 
munications that have passed to and | 
fro. 

Committee Framing Anti-Red Law) 

At last week’s council session a 


wary 


frame the amendment that would, 
bar radicals from office or employ- | 
Winifred Lenihan, 


|deftness of Gallic wit. 
{strained and decorous performance | 


Deval, Spanish adaptation by Rodolfo 


PM Editor Raps Dull Dailies 





Schenectady, N. Y., Oct. 8 


William McCleery, associate editor of PM, blasted ‘merchant edi. 


tors’ and ‘fact-stuffed newspapers’ allegedly unwilling or unable to 


America Need Today?’ 


doubts that papers carrying them 


tion for sound editing.’ 


democracy awake. 


ing the public ‘awake in a democracy.’ 
and imaginative, but ‘they haven't the kind of honesty and imagina- 
First economically and then 
they are ‘like my bank or insurance company—stable but totally 
unfitted,” in McCleery’s opinion, for the task of keeping American 


‘crusade,’ in a discussion over WGY, with M. V. Atwood, associate 
editor of the Gannett newspapers, on ‘What Kind of a Press Does 
McCleery said the French censor had been 
called ‘Anastasia’ and that a good name for most American news. 
papers would be ‘Anasthesia’, particularly so far as the editorial pages 
are concerned. The latter is the effect they have on anyone but an 
editorial writer, according to McCleery. 

He charged the present setup, with advertising all-important, tended 
to throttle the ‘birth’ of crusading papers. 
to start one was ‘expensive as a department store. Columns, ‘Broad- 
way’ among others, comic strips and syndicated features of all sort 
were looked upon with a fishy eye by McCleery, who expressed grave 


McCleery declared that 


can do the paramount job of keep- 
Their editors may be honest 


emotionally, 





Literati 








PM’s Circulation 

While PM, New York's new tab 
daily, reached a low in its circula- 
tion around mid-August, the man- 
agement now claims that it’s on the 
way up, slowly but surely. No cir- 
culation figures are forthcoming 
from the management, but a state- 
ment of ownership, management, 
etc., which appeared in the daily 
last week, revealed that the average 
circulation since the start of publi- 
cation in June has been 122,353. 
This, of course, includes the over- 
300,000 circulation experienced dur- 
ing the first days of publication. 
Daily is reported also to have 
dropped consistently below the 100,- 
| 000 mark recently. 
The stockholders’ answer to the 
| reorganization request, under his fi- 
/nancial control, by Marshall Field, 
|3d, the Chicago department store 
| heir, will not be forthcoming until 
|Oct. 17, when the 18 original stock- 
holders, who invested $1,500,000, 
meet to decide whether to accept 
| Field’s plan, tendered to them about 
| 10 days ago. 
| Among the 18 stockholders in PM, 
several are known to show biz. Chief 
among these are John Hay Whitney, 
who’s backed numerous legit ven- 
tures, and Dwight Wiman, the pro- 
| ducer. 
| Mrs. Marian Rosenwald Stern, 
| daughter of the late philanthropist, 
| Julius Rosenwald, a couple of sea- 
sons ago was represented on Broad- 
way with her backing of the Thorn- 
ton Wilder play, ‘The Merchant of 
Yonkers.’ Chester B. Bowles is 
chairman of the board at the Benton 
& Bowles advertising agency. John 
Wharton is the theatrical attorney, 
|instrumental some time ago in the 
loriginal plan to bring Hollywood 
| financing back to Broadway legit 
production, 








| 


| — » 

N. ¥. News’ 2,000,000 Daily 
In the sworn statement of owner- 
|ship, management, circulation, etc., 
as required under the postal laws, 


ij}the N. Y. Daily News’ net paid cir- 


Usigli; staged by Celestine Gorostiza; set- 
tings, Luis Moya; stars Catlos Orellana 

and Virginia Zuri at Palace of Fine Arts 
(National ‘theatre), Mexico City, Sept. 

20, °40 

R { DesparcieQ@x.....eee- Virginia Zuri 

»j Vadiche Clementina Otero 

Mr S t Amparo Villegas | 
M1 Tub oo wat i Ortiz 

H ne Tu Consuelo Abascal 

OO nao 6.0 0406) 6000560606868 Mlvia Salcedo 

Jacque Br@ard .ccccsccsvces Carlos Orellana 

en, ot eT Tee ( los Lopez Moctezuma 

Fert seccesvecseeee 0088 Maria Labra | 
Bophite..cccccsses salvador Marin de Castro 

Fran “Seer err rere 

Amellot.... *e weesessse Victor Velazquez 


Armando Velasco 


.Angel Sala 





This smoothly acted subtle comedy, 
sponsored by the local French- 


Mexican Society, got off to a good| 
| start p wi ( 
| performance by Virginia Zuri, who 


at a 60c top with excellent 


after a tour with Ernesto Vilches of 


|the Spanish-speaking centers of the 


U. S., attained lead role in this one. 
La Zuri is young and a looker. She 
is most carefully directed. 

Carlos Orellana, though, has the 
hardest spot and makes good, avoid- 
ing the inviting pitfalls of senti- 
mentality and grotesqueness in win- 
ning a passive widow from a forth- 


|right rival, Clementina Otero has 
learned much from her dramatic 
grind here. The leads have good | 


support. 
The entire company gets over the 


throughout, one of the best of the 
kind presented here. Grahame. 





would keep out phrases or provisions 
which would be highly  contro- 
As one officer explained: 
‘It is almost impossible to prove a 
person is a Communist sympathizer 
and almost impossible for one be- 


of Southern California asa permanent |a leading agitatow against alleged | lieved to be a sympathizer to prove 
producing company was announced | ‘Reds’ in the association, is chair-/|he isn't.’ 
by Dudley Murphy, prexy. Group; man, the others being Clyde Fill- | 


recently produced the Noel Coward more and Alan 


Hewitt (partially | 


Amendment committee was named | 
by Jack Blunkall, who was in the! 


cycle at El Capitan theatre and has’ cleared by Dies), who is regarded as_ chair. He was selected to preside be- 
scheduled seven plays for the 1940-'a conservative in the council. 


41 season. Part of the profits will 


Committee, however, will draw up | 


cause Bert Lytell, the Equity leader, 
and Florence Reed, a v. p. were busy 


be turned over to the Motion Pic- the proposed amendment with the | with rehearsals. First v. p. Walter 


ture Relief Fund and other charities. | aid and advice of Equity's legal de-| Huston 
Next offering, a comedy, is being partment. 


veadied for a December opening. 


Latter was included be-| 
cause it was felt that the attorneys 


was not in town, 
Augustin Duncan is blind 
take the chair, 


while 


It is a re-| 


culation, for the 12-month period 
ending Sept. 30, 1940, is disclosed as 
averaging 1,901,622 daily; 3,524,499 
Sunday. 
culation of any daily newspaper in 
ithe U. S., Sunday and daily. It’s an 
increase of 60,096 daily and 160,992 
Sunday over last year. The News 
{took paid spotlight ads to point up 
|that in September, 1940, its daily av- 
}erage circulation exceeded 2,000,000; 
On Sunday, it passed 3,500,000. 

The News figures are second in the 
world to the London Daily Express’ 
more than 2,500,000 daily. 





Nizer’s Book 

‘Thinking on Your Feet,’ described 
|as a ‘different’ type of book on pub- 
|lic speech making, written by the- 
atrical attorney Louis Nizer, will be 
published Oct. 25 by Liveright. Be- 
sides instruction on how to speak 
convincingly, it contains some 41 in- 
troductions by the author which he 
has given at banquets and affairs 
honoring Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, 
Walter Winchell, Eddie Cantor, 
Fanny Hurst, Senator Robert Wag- 
ner, Msgr. Fulton Sheen, Thomas E. 
Dewey, Ferdinand Pecora, Dorothy 
Thompson and Bruce Barton. 

In addition, the book analyzes the- 
atre superstitions, anecdotes of show 


celebrities in motion pictures, the 
theatre and radio. 





Centaur Pubs. Bankrupt 
An involuntary petition in bank- 
;ruptcy was filed in N. Y. federal 





| Publications, Inc., 215 Fourth ave- 


This makes the largest cir- | 


business and intimate sidelights of | 


nue, N. Y., by three creditors, Fun- 
nies, Inc., owed $4,800 for art work: 
World Color Printing Co., St. Louis, 
owed $48,000 for printing, and Pub- 
lishers Surplus Corp., $1,426 on a 
loan. It is claimed that while Cen- 
taur was insolvent it paid other 
creditors $2,060. 

Judge Murray Hulbert Friday (4) 
appointed William T. Phillips re- 
ceiver of Centaur and bonded him 
for $7,500. The bankrupt’s business 
will be continued for-an additional 
15 days. 

Centaur is the publisher of several 
comic magazines, including Wham 
and Masked Marvel. According to 
creditors it has $8,000 in assets, in- 
cluding $3,000 cash and $5,000 in 
furniture and accounts receivable. 
Liabilities are said to total over 
$100,000. 








| N. ¥. Times’ Politico Income 
New York Times has derived a 
i bit of income since the start of the 
| presidential campaign from full- 
;page ads taken by other papers in 
various parts of the country to re- 
print their editorials defending o1 
| denouncing the presidential candi- 
dates, 

Six full pages have been used in 
this manner, netting the Times $14.- 
| 304, minus agency commissions. Ads 
cost $2,384 each. They have been 
|sponsored by the St. Louis Post- 
| Dispatch, St. Louis Star Times, New 
| Bedford (Mass.) Standard Times- 
Mercury, N. Y. Post, Louisville 
| Courier-Journal and the U. S. News 
| of Washington, D. C. U. S. News 
| Page appeared yesterday (Tuesday). 
Literati Obituaries 
| William H. Anderson, 70, with the 
| Troy (N.Y.) Times for 53 years and 
|its publisher from 1916 until 1935, 
| when Troy Record Newspapers pur- 
| chased the evening sheet, renaming 
| it Times Record, died at his home in 
| Troy Oct. 1 after an illness of sev- 
eral months. 
| David V. Holmes, 88, former edi- 
| tor of the Burlington (NJ.) Daily 
| Enterprise and associated with sev- 
eral New Jersey weeklies until his 
retirement, died after a two-months’ 
illness Oct. 4 in Riverside, N. J. 

John Paul Lucas, Sr., 56, formér 
| editor of the Winston-Salem (N. C.) 
| Journal, and Charlotte (N. C.) Eve- 
|ning Chronicle, but in recent years 
in merchandise work, died Sept. 28 
following an extended illness 














Chatter 

Douglas Gilbert’s ‘American Vaude- 
ville (Its Life and Times)’ (Whit- 
itlesey House; $3.50), due for Oct. 24 
| publication: and John O’Hara’s ‘Pal 
Joey,’ stories from The New Yorke? 
(Duell, Sloan & Pearce; $2), are both 
| just off the press. 


| Joan Vostis, associate editor of 
Screen Life, shifts over to anothe! 
| Fawcett magazine, Hollywood, as 
editor. Llewellyn Miller, currently 


|editor of Screen Life, moves over to 
Hollywood. 

Look magazine will probably move 
its major editorial offices from Des 
Moines to New York Jan. 1. Re- 
port has been neither confirmed 
nor denied by publisher Gardnei 
Cowles, Jr. 

James B. Stickley, formerly as- 
sistant to the editor of the Provi- 
dence Journal Co., has been named 
| general manager for administration, 
a position held by Allison Stone until 
his death last month. 

Paul Mallon, Washington corre- 
spondent, will do a book on how pub- 
lic opinion’ is guided by government 
| Officials via the capital correspond- 

It was set in confabs wtih 





| ents. 


and cannot | court Thursday (3) against Centaur | agent Alan Collins, of Curtsi Brown, 


‘last week, 
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Broadway 


Victor Kiraly again back with 
‘Lady in Waiting.’ 

Bert Gordon has sore toe, so he’s 
getting injections in arm. 

Frank, May and Auntie Wirth to 
Florida for a month's vacation. 


Irene Franklin guest of the Actors’ 
Fund Home in Englewood, N. J. 

Harry Rubin, chief of projection 
for Paramount, back from Miami. 

Gracie Barrie followed Mili Monti 
in Cafe Pierre last night (Tuesday). 

Garson Kanin planed in from the 
Coast Monday (7) for a vacation and 
est. 

4 Antoinette Perry due back from 
Denver this week. Mother im- 
proved. : 

Clark Brown, Par’s tax head, re- 
cuperating from an attack of pto- 
maine poisoning. : 

James O’Neill, formerly of Equity’s 
staff, appointed to executive commit- 
tee of the Actors’ Fund, 

Paul Dauer is treasurer of the 
Center, with Louis Berge and Bill 
Kirby also in boxoffice. 

Bill Caderet, operator for the Com- 
erford circuit at Rochester, returned 
there over the weekend. 

Evelyn B. Hoch, of Paramount’s 
eastern story department, on one of 
those cruises to Havana. 

Ned Sparks, in New York for his 
first visit in almost two decades, con- 
fabbing on a possible legit play. 

William H. Lawrence, Paramount 
realty executive, has gone on a vaca- 
tion with his daughter, who has been 
ill. 

Marilyn Gaynor, night club singer, 
has gone into the hat designing busi- 
ness under the name of Mary Good- 
fellow. 

Numerous h.o. Par execs are plan- 
ning to go to Chicago for the open- 
ing of ‘Northwest Mounted’ there 
Oct. 27. 

C. L. Oswald off on a secret mis- 
sion for Paramount that will keep 
him on the road until Christmas or 
nearly then. 

Irving Berlin and attorney A. L. 
Berman flew to Boston yesterday 
(Tues.) to see B. G. DeSylva’s 
‘Panama Hattie’ there. 

Marco and Romola, dancers at 
Jimmy Kelly’s, are the son and 
daughter of the late president of 
Brazil, Alvarez Garsea. 

Jerry Horwin, playwright 
scenarist, 
Betty Judell, ‘o the Coast starting 
next week. She’s from Frisco. 

Arnold Van Leer, top. sergeant 
with the 77th Division during the 
World War, wil! handle the press for 
the ‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank’ revival. 

Justin Herman, writer of shorts 
for Paramount, will be married Oct. 
24 in New York to Alma Baer, who 
works in the office of Bela Blau, 
legit producer. 

Judy Canova, at present appearing 
at the New England Foods Exposi- 
tion, Boston, set by Abner J. Gresh- 
ler until Oct. 13, may play other 
similar food shows. 

Hunt Stromberg arrived in town 
Friday (4) for couple weeks’ vaca- 
tion and a look at the plays. Busby 
Berkeley, likewise from the Metro 
lot, also in, as is Joan Crawford. 

Resigning from United Artists, for 
which he has done exploitation for 
several years on the Coast, Jim 
Lundy arrived in the east Monday 
(7) to discuss a new connection. 

Charles C. Pettijohn, Hays’ office 
general counsel, operated on for 
stomach ailment about 10 days ago, 
recuperating rapidly, and probably 
will leave the hospital next week. 

Mrs. Jim Furman, whose husband, 
for years was with Paramont 





and 


east, 
Hal Green, resigning from RKO- 
Radio Pictures’ h.o. publicity-ad 


dept., to f° into liquor business for | 


himself, being farewell-luncheoned 
Friday. He, in turn, is hosting a 
ery for the staff the ensuing 
riday, 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Mother of Sam Gould. Kenyon 
theatre manager, passed away. 

George King has borrowed Sammy 

ayes guest-maestro stunt at Bill 
Green’s, 

Bill Satori back 
covering southern and West Virginia 
territories. 


It’s a girl at the home of the Jerry 


Tagresses. Pop's the cafe pianist and 
composer. 


Jimmy Roosevelt will be the chief | 


Speaker at annual Variety club ban- 


quet Oct. 20. 

Ryna Mattes, of the WB booking 
dept., and Dave Farberow have set 
the date—Nov. 3. 


Rufus Blair in from Cozst last 


Week on his annual good-will tour of from Hanoi, capital of Indo-China, 


the drama desks. 

Al Boyer stratolined back from 
Hollywood after taking in marriage 
of a niece there. 


Vversary as a local night club band 
leader this month. 
is Miller home again after spend- 
pe the summer organloging at Heinz 
ler in Atlantic City. 
artin Fallon gets lead in Catholic 


eatre Guild’s first production of | 


season, ‘First Legion.’ 
€rman Middleman’s band and the 


driving with his bride, |} 


|new publication. 


Club Bali in Miami are on the verge 
of-a deal for winter season, 

Jackie Heller on his way home b 
car after house-guesting for met 4 
with Dave Rose in Hollywood. 

Ledewick Vroom in ahead of 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ and Sam Wel- 
a here drum-beating ‘Time of Your 

e.’ 

Al Glazer, local exhib who re- | 
cently sold his two West Park houses | 
to M. A. Rosenberg, has gone to Los | 
Angeles. 

In absence of Fred Burleigh, still ! 
convalescing from an emergency ap- 
pendectomy, Harry Scofield, Car- 
negie Tech drama grad, is directing 
Playhouse’s first show, ‘See My Law- 
yer,’ which opens Oct. 26. 








Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





‘Gone’ opened to good notices. 


Jean Sablon returning to 
States. » 


New revues at the National and 
Casino. 


Alberto Vila, B.A. actor, to Holly- 
wood under contract to RKO. 

San Isidro, La Plata and Palermo 
racetracks now going full blast. 

West coast biz picking up. Sev- 
eral pix houses now using stage 
shows. 

Local impressario Anibal Ferruc- | 
cio Calusio heads to U.S. for trip and 
to look over talent. 

Police broke up demontration of 
group attempting to march on Nazi 
newspaper, El Pampero, B.A. 

Philip Reisman, v.p. of RKO, on to 
Brazil after two-weeks in Buenos 
Aires for the convention of Argen- 
tine exhibs. 

Wagner season at the municipally- 
owned Colon theatre, South Amer- 
ica’s Met, drawing strongly. ‘Parsi- 
fal,’ especially popular. 

Eva Franco, widely-known South 
American actress, opens in new 
comedy, ‘Sone con el Paraiso,’ by 
Guido Cantini, at the Astral. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Loopyt (she 
was member of Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, who married while on 
tour here) sail for Rio de Janeiro. 

Argentine Association of Radio Ar- | 
tists benefit set for Gran Rex, de}! 
luxe film house. Program being set | 
by Francisco J. Lomuto, president, 
includes as much U. S. type jazz as 
typical tangoes. 

Milton Krims, Warner scenario 
writer, here from Chile by plane on 
pleasure trip and to pick up some| 
local color. Given a look around by 
Harry Novak, general manager of 
Warner offices here. 

Current at leading B. A. filmers: 
‘Gone’ at Broadway and Ideal; ‘Nick 
Carter, Master Detective’ at the Am- 
bassador; ‘Lillian Russell,’ Rex; ‘Our 
Neighbors—the Carters,’ Suipacha; 
‘Pago Pago,’ Opera; ‘Rebecca,’ Nor- 


the 











mandie. 

Marvin McCord Lowes, foreign ' 
manager, and R. C. Sanchez, exec, in | 
town to arrange for distribution of | 
Spanish-language edition of Readers 
Digest. Go to Chile next. Film ad- 
vertising expected to figure in the | 
limited amount of sold space in the 





Philadelphia 








and | 
Loew’s, has become a public relations | 
counsel on the Coast, and left for | 
home Thursday (3) after three weeks | 


at U exchange | 


|Harrison Forman, American news- 
| paperman and photographer, but the 


| to San Francisco. | 


WPEN is set to move into its new | 


| studios during the week of Oct. 16. 
| Gil Babbitt, former Philly 


Record 
|columnist, now press agent for the 
Ben Franklin hotel, 

Pat Stanton, WDAS’s general man- | 
ager, has sold his film, ‘So This Is! 
Ireland,’ to a New York distrib. 


Ray Fabiani has resigned as di- 
| rector of Philadelphia Gardens to 
devote full time to promotion of 


wrestling. 

Eddie Mayer, news ed of WIP, is 
boasting 24 hours of news per week 
|—more than any other station in 
1U. S., he says. 

WFIL is auditioning orchestras to 
take the place of Candelori’s crew, 

which winds up within the next 
couple of weeks. 

The Toppers, trio formerly with 
Joe Frasetto’s WIP house band, now 


Pastor’s band with a new 


with Tony 


|tag—the Smarties. 

| Jack Rose, former p.a. for the 
|Federal Theatre, is head of the 
Philly Willkie -for- President cam- | 


paign press corps. 
} 





Far East Statice 


Continued from page 1 








publication, In 
has been using 


American-owned 


| Indo-China NBC 


| transmitting setup in this case makes 
|for plenty complications. 
When Forman recently broadcast 





land on the Chinese borderline, his | 


| talk was carried by land line to Sar- 


(gon where French officials insisted | 
Etzi Covato celebrating 19th anni- | that it be recorded before being 
transmitted to the United States. | 


From Sargon a broadcast has to be, 
relayed to Manila and then relayed | 

Columbia has no full-time reporter 
in-the Far East, but it carries on a! 
retainer basis W. R. Wills in Tokyo 


jand John Raleigh in Shanghal., 


London 


Charles B. Cochran has written a 
play around the life of Marie Lloyd. 
_Jack Waller has postponed produc- 
tion of ‘While the Cat’s Away’ to 
end of October. 

Peggy Ashcroft to take a third 
husband, Jeremy Hutchinson, sub- 
lieutenant in the Navy. 

Vera Lynn grabbing herself five 
major broadcasts with British Broad- 
casting Corp. in three weeks. 

Firth Shephard has new musical 





written by Manning Sherwood, 
which he intends to do this fall: 
Rhoma Beaumont returning to 


Ivor Novello’s ‘Dancing Years,’ which 
starts extensive tour in the sticks. 
Rumored here Gabriel Pascal has 
refused $360,000 advance royalties 
from Metro for American and 
Canadian rights of ‘Major Barbara.’ 

First picture of the quartet which 
Warners is re-starting is ‘Prime 
Minister,’ an original by Michael 
Hogan, with Thorold Dickinson di- 
recting. 

Cast of ‘Chu Chin Chow’ presented 
Lyn Harding with a silver cup after 
a performance recently, when he 
celebrated his golden stage anni- 
versary. 

Annual report of British Lion Film 
Corp. (to March 31 last) reveals a 
gross profit on trading of $309,488. 
Net of $18,076 carries an upping of 
$2,112 over previous year despite 


| Wer. 


‘Quiet Wedding,’ which marks re- 
entry of Paul Soskin into film making, 
finally set for Paramount. Was touch 
and go for Columbia, but Par came 
y= ae with $100,000, which clinched 

eal. 

Jack Hylton’s ‘Band Wagon,’ re- 
named the ‘Super Show of 1940,’ 
— out of the Opera House, 
Blackpool, ahead of schedule due to 
indisposition of Arthur Askey, chief 
comic. 

Jerry Freeman, managing director 
Anglo-American Films, in town after 
three months in New York, full of 
raves about the courtesies extended 
him by all sections of the film in- 
dustry. 

Maurice Bloom, who recently ac- 
quired the Phoenix theatre for 


| $620,000, has bought interest in Tom 


Arnold and Harry Foster’s new play, 
‘Divorce for Christabel.’ Frances 
Day is starred. 

Bernard Browne, formerly Alex- 


;}ander Korda’s camera man, launch- | 


ing his own film company, being 
backed by Sunday Pictorial and 
Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. His first picture 
stars Scruffy, the English Rin Tin 
Tin, whom he owns. 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravotte 








depleted as war enlistment tempo 
speeds ahead. 

Closer political get-together be- 
tween U. S. and Australia has boost- 
ed U. S. product. 

Greater Union Theatres running 
| jitterbug competitions weekly in one 
|major Sydney house. 

| Wipeout of night trotting in Ade- 
| laide is looked forward to with high 
hopes by industrial-centre exhibs. 
| Yehudi and Hephzibah Menuhin 
| giving a joint recital in Sydney for 
| Williamson-Tait prior to boating 
| back to U. S. 

There’s been a complete wipeout 


of Continental pix in this territory, | 


Hollywood 


Henry (Dad) Lollier seriously ill, 
Percy Morris laid up with a-heart 
| attack. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke recovering 
from flu. 

Edward H. Griffith to Honolulu on 
vacation. 








Louis B. Mayer planed in from 
New York. 

Joe DiMaggio gotored in from 
'the Bronx. 


George Waggner to Alaska for 


and houses have byen compelled to | story material. 


Hal Levy moved into the Republic 
| reading department. 


bring in U. S. and British revivals. 

‘Gone’ (M-G) is gradually finding 
playdates in the stix from indie 
showmen despite ban 
Exhibs’ Assn. 


chatterers to tour U. S. giving the 
lowdown on Australian conditions 
during wartime. 

Twenty miniature paintings were 
stolen from the foyer of Hoyts Re- 
gent, Melbourne, recently. Minia- 
tures valued at $4,000. 

Bob Parrish, colored U. S. war- 


bler, is doing a repeat run in Mel- 
bourne for Tivoli loop. Other im- 
portations in this spot are Len 


Young, Anita Martell and Gilbert 
and Howe. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Leo Sahlkin, of William Morris of- 
fice, in from Chicago. 

Tim Mugphy’s Sun Valley orches- 
tra into Casino night club. 

Film exchange girl employees 
have organized bowling league. 

Father of Kenny Adams, RKO 
head booker, passed away at Willis- 


ton, N. D. 
Freddie Fisher’s Schnickelfritz 
band in 15th week at the Happy 


Hour nitery. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, back after his S. R. Kent drive 
tour of country. 

Estelle Taylor going into Curley’s 
nitery, where George Givot has been 
held over for second week. 

J. Ed Cubberly, long a local film 
man and now retired, in from Los 
Angeles, his present home, for visit. 

Glen Gray spotted into Orpheum 
| Oct. 25 and Harry James and the 
| Ink Spots underlined for November. 





| ‘Naughty Marietta’ opens St. Paul | 


| Civic Opera season Oct. 9; ‘Vagabond 


| King’ and ‘Martha’ scheduled for 
; later. 

| Joe Garrison, Universal district 
| manager at Kansas City, here to 


close deal with Harold Field’s Iowa 
cireuit. 

Variety club giving farewell party 
| Oct. 21 for Ben Ashe, former Berger 


Actor Vicente Casanova in from/ circuit general manager, who’s mov- 


Rome. 


Max Glass in town ogling for few | 


scenarios, 
Stage actor Joaquin Alvarez Quin- 
tero very ill. 


|ing to Everett, Wash. 


| 


|}nesota Amus. Co. circuit deal. 
Eph_ Rosen, 


| 


imposed by ~~ colony at La Jolla. 


Government may send a bunch of | 


Greer Garson vacationing in the 

Dick Dickson recuperating from an 
emergency appendectomy. 

Sanford Abraham joined Para- 
mount’s advertising staff. 

Joan Woodbury returned to pic- 
tures after a year’s absence. 

Olivia de Havilland settled $65,000 
auto damage suit out of court. 

Henry Zaft here from New York, 
auditing for National Theatres. . 

Roy Rogers back on the Republic 
lot after an eastern stage tour. 

Judy Garland on a one-month va- 
cation after losing her tonsils. ; 

Judith Wood back from Japan with 
her husband, Christopher Wren. 

Ben Pivar taking his first vacation 
in two years after completing 18 
pictures. 

Harry Rathner establishing perma- 
nent Hollywood offices for Producers 
Releasing Corp. 

Constance Bennett to Nevada for 
six weeks legal residence prior to 
her divorce suit. 

Jaik Rosenstein and Eugene Mur- 
phy moved into Universal's publi- 
city department, 

Pat West around again 30 pounds 
lighter after three months in the 
Veterans hospital, : . 

an Jones spending his spare 
time in an airplane, getting back his 
lapsed flying license. 

George R. Cole resigned as animal 
director at Columbia to become an 
agent for Department of Justice. 

Sol Lesser sent a copy of the ‘Our 
Town’ script to Columbia University, 
to be used as an educational text. 

Herman Mankiewicz went to the 
hospital for a checkup of injuries 
sustained in a motor crash last year. 





| istice 


} 

| W. A. Scully and Peck Gomersall, | 
Universal general sales and district | 
| manager, respectively, here on Min- | 


Monogram _ branch | 


Tim McCoy lining up a tour of 
patriotic speeches, winding up Armes 
Day in his home state, 
Wyoming. 

Superior Court continued its iIn- 
|junction restraining Elaine Barrie 
|from molesting John Barrymore for 
10 more days. 


- 





Paris 








Au Pilori, new sheet to appear in 
Paris. 

Only German being taught in Al- 
sace and Lorraine. 

Herbert King back with United 
| Press at Chatel Guyon. 


Sam Dashiell covering Interna- 


Max Jordan, Yank radio man, ar-| manager, appointed Red Cross co- | tional News Service in Marseilles. « 


| rived in Barcelona. 


Roscoe Snipes, UP correspondent 
in Madrid, off to Lisbon. 


Percy Noel, INS (former UP) man 


in Vichy, through to Lisbon with 
family. 

Percy Philip, N. Y. Times corre- 
spondent in Paris for years, off to 
Lisbon. 


Tom Hamilton, N. Y. Times corre- | 


spondent in back from 
Lisbon. 

Mussolini has authorized Pilar 
Millan Astray, novelist daughter of 
General Millan Astray, to translate 
his play, ‘Villafranca,’ into Spanish. 

Cifesa, largest producers in Spain, 
just announced results of its contest 
in Valencia to find new acting talent. 
Senorita Amelia Navarro and Senor 
Andres Astruelles were the winners. 

Jose Manuel Goyanes, production 


Madrid, is 


'chief for U Films, announced immi- |Community Fund drive. 


nent start of ‘Heroe a la Fuerza,’ fea- 


turing Miche’ Legero, with Benito 
Perojo, known in Hollywood, meg- 
ging. 


Osservatore Romano is no longer 


published in the Vatican City. It ha: 
been replaced by C« ere Vaticano, 
of purely religious character. Osser- 
vatore Romano celebrated its Qlst 
anniversary Sept. 5. 

Madrid papers gave great promi- 
nence to results of Venice Movie Fes- 
tival, which took place between Sept. 
1-8, to replace the seventh annual 
Venice Film Biennial. First prizes | 
awarded to ‘Seige of the Alcazar,’ 
three-versioned pic made in Rome 


studios (Italian. Spanish and French), 
and German ‘Der Pestemeister.’ 


Australia ; 


By Eric Gorrick 


(UA) 





‘Turnabout’ 
hit locally. 

Williamson-Tait 
bond King.’ 


veal laughter 


reviving ‘Vaga- 


Dave Martin will produce ‘Room | 


for Two,’ Minerva, Sydney. 

Cinesound and Argossy flooring 12 
shorts for information department. 

Tom Eslick, U. S. promoter, is do- 
ing okay with Luna Park venture 
in Brisbane. 

Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion curtailing concerts following 
revenue drop. 

Distrib and exhib staffs are being 


| ordinator for 
theatre industries in this district. 


Red Barn’ goes out of 620 Club, mak- 


| ing way for another oldtime thriller, | 


|‘Lily, the Shepherd’s 
presented by same company, 


_— SS 


Chicago 


| Dorothy Raymond into cast of 
‘Life with Father.’ 
Madge Kelly in from the Coast 


setting some vaude dates. 

Tim Keeler, former field man with 
midwest Keith office, seriously ill in 
local hosp. 

| Jack Kirsch of Allied again heads 
the show business committee of the 


| Geraldine Hamburg, 
Harry Hamburg, Paramount branch 
manager, is on the Quiz Kids ether 
| program. 


| 
daughter of | 


Clarence Shapiro, Jocal talent in- | 
vestigator for Metro, has just had a} 
book on the subject, ‘I Scout for | 
Movie Talent,’ published yr Kroch, 





Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 
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Rut Ore Club Royale 
Mar-Jo Dean Murphy 

Ray Patterson Paula 

Ray Carlin Ore Gillette & 

Royalettes 
: : . | Preston Lambert 
Elaine Castle |} Johnny Burkharth O 

'4 Belles | 

Rhodes San Diego 

| Will Henderson Ore! Judy Johnson Co 


stone 


| Morocco 


Dale 


Nebiolo’s Leslie Norman 
Di Glovasat George Presnell 
\Jack & Polly | Al Alexander Ore 
| Ryck & Kaye Verne’s 


| Patsy Marr 

| Daniel Dew 

| Leonard Seel Ore 

| Northwood Inn 

| Georges & Joann 
Bob Schafer 

| Jack Spot 

| Sammy Dibert Ore 

Palm Beach 

| Bobby Jones 

; Carlos Vesta 
Radio Jesters 
Orlando 
Carl & Lenena 

| Huck’s Redford Inn 

|} Mac McGraw Ore 


Charlie Page 
Maizie White 
| Cole & Corte 
| Good & Goody 
Kayy LaSalle 
Harry Collet Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Londonaires 
Wonder Bar 
Pedro Deleon (4) 
6 Laplaya Dano 


Carmen Kavel 
| Betty Young 





motion picture and | 


After one-year run, ‘Murder in Old | 


All charity shows called off until 
| further notice in unoccupied zone. 
French radio programs shortened, 
last one ending at 7:45 p.m. Stations 
open at 7 a.m. News broadcasts given 


Daughter,’| at 7 a.m., 8 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 7 p.m. 


| and 7:30 p.m. North African stations 
permitted to continue broadcasts un- 
til 11 p.m. by authority of the Ger- 
man and Italian Armistice Commis- 
| sions. 

Joseph Peyre, ‘Concour’ prize win- 
ner, is working on ‘Matterhorn’ at 
Aydie in the Pyrenees; Henry Bor- 
deaux is at Lyons working on ‘Le 
Masque’ series; Andre Gide is at 
Cabris in the Alpes Maritimes aiding 
foreign refugees; Francis Carco is at 
Nice: Mme. Colette is at St. Tropez; 
Henry de Montherlant, who was with 








American Ambulance Corps, is at 
Nice, 
St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 
Lily Pons passed here en route 


i\from Detroit to Texas to fill engage- 


| staff of the 


ments, 

Mrs. Ellen Lee Brashear has joined 
St. Louis Schoo! of the 
Theatre as an instructor of radio 
WIrilunheé. 

Jack Berlin and his Yiddish com- 
pany presented two performances of 
‘Hershele Klegmer’ in the municipal 


| auditorium last week, 


Richards | 


| 


Joe Sanders will bring his entire 


lorch and entertainers to appear at 





Variety Club’s midnight benefit show 
at the Fox, Saturday (12), 


Don Norling, former treasurer at 
Fanchon & Marco’s Ambasador 
upped to manager of the West End 
Lyric, a St. Louis Amus. Co. nabe. 

Hunt Stromberg, M-G producer 
and former native, visited sister, wife 
of Dr. William Kerwin, after checkup 
at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. 

Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc. exe 
pects to have 1,200 members in the 
fold by Monday (14) when ‘Too 


|Many Girls’ opens at the American 


theatre. 

Sam Reider opens the Shubert- 
Rialto in midtown for his burlesk 
shows on Thursday (10). His house 
makes the third presenting burlesk 
here, the others being the Grand 
and Garrick, both downtown, 
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OBITUARIES 





“a JOSEPH L. MENCHEN 


Joseph L. Menchen, 60, who turned 
to invention of military devices fol- 
lowing a varied career in show busi- 
ness, died in Los Angeles Saturday 


(5) of a heart attack. He started in 
the theatre as an electrician on Klaw | 


& Erlanger’s production of ‘Ben-Hur. 
Later, turning entrepreneur, he 
owned rights, in association with Al 
Woods, on ‘The Miracle.’ That was 
before Morris Gest got it. 

As an inventor Menchen is cred- 


Youngstown, O., died Oct. 3 after a 


stroke following 18-month illness. He 
| 


| 


'matic stock company that introduced 
| legitimate theatre there. 

Widow, son, brother and sister sur- 
vove. 





LOUIS HALLETT 
Louis Hallett, 75, veteran theatri- 
cal producer and manager, died last 
| week at the Roosevelt Hospital, New 


ited with use of the first miniatures York. 


in films. 


He also thought up tracer | 


Born in Algona, Ia., he headed his 


bullets, liquid fire and the serial tor- | own stock company for years and at 


pedo timer for the Government dur- 
ing the last war. His widow, Lois, 
revealed that at the time of his| 
death he had been working on five 
new armament inventions in which 
the Army was interested. She be- 
lieves that engineers working from 
blueprints drawn by her husband 
can complete the work. 





one time operated a dramatic school 
in San Francisco. He also produced 
dramatic sketches for vaudeville. 


| Burial was in the Actors’ Fund 


Plot, Kensico cemetery, N. Y. 





CHARLES FERRIER 
Charles Ferrier, 57, theatrical and 
variety agent in London, died sud- 
denly Sept. 15. For many years 





BERT STODDARD 


Albert Dussing, for years a vaude- | 
ville headliner as Bert Stoddard, ‘the | 


with Ernest Edelsten, deceased took 
over the agency business when Edel- 
sten died, and conducted it under 


absent-minded professor,’ died at his | an arrangement whereby the widow 


Syracuse home Sunday (6). Last 
rites today (Wednesday). 

A native of Syracuse, Stoddard 
was an accomplished violinist as a 
youth, and he attracted the attention 
of Ann Eva Fay, who started him on 


participated. 
The agency was some years ago 
one of the largest in England. 





CHARLES H. CLEMENTS 
Charles H. Clements died in De- 





a stage career. He made a four-year 
tour of Europe and later returned to 
score heavily with a musical number 
in which he played almost every in- 
strument. The act became Stoddard 
and Hynes when he married Marion 
Hynes, his first wife. 

‘ For a time, after talkers and radio 
came in, he conducted an orchestra 
on Broadway. Recently he had been 
retired. 

* Survived by widow, Mrs. Catherine 
Walsh Dussing, a non-pro; a son, 
Albert H., and his father, Anthony N. 
Dussing. 





ELSIE MATTHIS 
Elsie Matthis, 43 former vaude | 


performer, died of a heart attack | 


Sept. 11 in Hackensack, N. J., while 
testifying in a divorce proceeding 
she had brought against her hus- 
band, Floyd Martin. 

She teamed with her brother in 
an act known as Bert and Elsie 
Matthis and also was a member of 
the comedy dancing act of Math 
Bros. and_ Girlie. Starting her 
career at the age of six, Miss Mat- 
this was especially noted for her 
kid characterizations. 

Besides her brother Bert, who has 
been in Australia for the past five 
years with the Williamson-Tait or- 
ganization, she leaves her mother, 
two children, and another brother, 
Billy. 





WALTER D. NICOLL 

Walter D. Nicoll, 80, theatrical 
manager, died recently at his Cov- 
entry, England, home of heart dis- 
ease. 

He had been touring manager for 
Sir Herbert Tree, business manager 
for Ellen Terry, and had acted in 
this capacity in colonial tours for 
other stars. Later, he became resi- 
dent manager of various seaside 


theatres, but retired seven years ago 


when a leg was amputated. 





HENRY LAZARUS 


Henry Lazarus, 58, veteran New| Brooklyn hospital. 
Orleans theatre owner and operator, 
died Thursday (3) at a hospital in| 


Amarillo, Tex., while returning 
home from a vacation trip to Cali- 
fornia. 

Although he had been in failing 
health for several months, death 
came unexpectedly. He owned the 


Center and Coliseum theatres, N. O., | 
and was a half owner of the Circle | 


theatre there. Widow and son sur- 
vive. 
TOM WOOD 

Tom Wood, 53, artist at the Walt 
Disney studio, died Oct. 4 after being 
struck by a truck in North Holly- 
wood. A former newspaper artist 
on the Los Angeles Herald-Express, 
Wood had been with the Disney or- 
ganization since 1932. 

Surviving is his widow, in a hos- 
pital as a result of a motor accident 
10 days earlier. 





ARTHUR A. CRUMPLEHULME 

Arthur Ashton Crumplehulme, 54, 
resident manager for the Blackpool 
(England) Tower and Winter Gar- 
dens, died recently at his home in 
Blackpool. 

Survived by widow, two sons and 
daughter. 





ROYAL E. PLATT 
Royal E. Platt, 59, former part 
@wner and manager of Idora Park, 


troit Sept. 30. He had been widely 
known to the Detroit theatre world 
of another day, having operated the 
old Metropole Bar in _ Detroit, 
rendezvous of motor kings, politicians 
and stars of the theatre. It closed 
with prohibition and his later ven- 
ture into the Chez Paree, Detroit, 
failed. 





ALFREDO OROPEZA 

Don Alfredo Oropeza, 73, widely 
known throughout Latin-America 
during his career of 55 years as com- 
poser and orchestra director, died 
in Mexico City Sept. 25. 

He composed some 500 songs and 
dance numbers. 





ROY CUMMINGS 
Roy Cummings, 47, stage comic, 





ias a result of a fall from a platform 
under a moving railroad train. His 
| last professional job was that of a 
|clown at the Los Angeles County 
| Fair at Pomona. 

Details in vaude section, 





FRANK C, SMITH 


Frank C. Smith, 66, one of the 
|earliest nickelodeon 
| Illinois and onetime treasurer of the 
|Great Northern theatre, Chicago, 
died Oct. 2 in Hollywood. 

He had lived in California since 
| his retirement 25 years ago. 
| 





FRANK H. KELLER 


Frank H. Keller, 64, proprietor of 
| theatres in Northeast, Pa., and West- 
| field, N. Y., and a nephew of the late 
magician, Harry Keller, died recently 
| at Erie, Pa., after a long illness. 

Widow and daughter survive. 








MRS. JACK LITTLE 


band leader, Jack Little, died Oct. 4 
}of meningitis of the brain in a 
Further details 
|in the music section, 





ARTHUR M. SWANSTROM 


managed the amusement spot from 
| 1906 to 1925 and had organized a dra- | 


died Oct. 1 in San Bernardino, Cal., | 


operators in| 


MARRIAGES 


Veronica Lake to John Betlie, in 
Santa Ana, Cal., Sept. 25. Bride is 
‘screen actress; he’s an art director 
| at Metro. 
| Jane Shirley (Seyfert) to Andy 
_Carr, in Chicago, Oct. 1. Both are 
| vaude performers. 

Margaret Anderson to Harris 
White, in Des Moines, Oct. 2. He's 
with Songfellows on WHO, Des 
Moines. 

Maria Ottorfer to Gabriel Develle 
Oct. 9, somewhere in Maryland. 
She’s a Viennese actress and model; 
| he’s a New York cafe man. 

Marion Dean Kearney, daughter 
of Major General Bernard W. 
Kearney, to George Vernon Lynch, 
Oct. 5, in Gloversville, N. Y. He is 
chief film buyer of all Schine thea- 
tres. 

Myrtle Vail to Eddie Lambert, 
Oct. 3 in North Carolina. Bride is 
of the radio team of ‘Myrt and 
Marge.’ Lambert is a professional 
contact man. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Steele, son, 
in Hartford, Oct. 3. Father is sports 
commentator and mikeman at WTIC, 
Hartford. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Varno, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Oct. 4. Father is 
film player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rov Wilhelm, son, 
in Buffalo, Sept. 23. Father is pian- 
ist at WGR-WKBW, Buffalo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Carpenter, 
daughter, in Boston, Sept. 19. Father 
is a musician at RKO Boston; mother 
is formerly member of Radio City 
Music Hall ballet. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alistair Cooke, son, 
in New York, Oct. 5. Father is 
motion picture commentator for 
WQXR, N. Y., and is also connected 
with the Museum of Modern Art’s 
(N. Y.) film library. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Burns, son, in 
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depot by some 25,000 was three times 

‘as big as that ‘accorded Wendell 
Willkie in one of the bigger towns in 
jhis home state. Pat O’Brien, who 
|portrays the part of Knute Rockne 
‘in the picture, was taken into the 
‘arms and hearts of the home folks 
'as though he were Rockne himself. 
|Mrs. Boonie Rockne was there to 
|greet him with her children and 
Knute’s sister. Also great was the 
|ovation tendered to all of the party, 
|}including Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., 
who came on to present a personal 
"message from his father to Mrs. 
Rockne; Bob Hope and Charlie Rug- 
gles, joint m.c.’s of the expedition, 
Gail Page, who plays Mrs. Rockne, 
Donald Crisp and Ronald Reagan, 
also principal characters in the film, 
and Kate Smith and Rudy Vallee. 
Greetings and presentation of all the 
celebrities took place on a special 
built platform in front of the depot, 
followed by a parade to the hotel 
through the main thoroughfares of 
the town. 


Then it was a short rest and the 
visitors did a little etherizing from 
the lobby of the Oliver hotel on the 
Vox Pop program over CBS, speci- 
ally arranged to be aired from there. 
Hope, Ruggles and others did plenty 
of clowning and also grabbed off a 
bit of coin for right answers. 


The group was escorted to the 
Notre Dame dining hall where the 
official banquet was held. Around 
1,200 filled the room. A national 
hookup over Mutual was arranged 
with Bill Bacher and a most dignified 
presentation was made. 


The principals of the picture, 
Notre Dame executives and impor- 
tant visiting personnel were intro- 
duced, with FDR, Jr., reading his 
father’s eulogy of Knute to Mrs. | 
Rockne over the air and then pre- 
senting the epistle to her in person. 








Los Angeles, Oct. 5. Father is film 
and radio comedian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Leavitt, son, 
Oct. 2, in Hollywood. Father is a} 
Coast independent exhibitor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Owen Murphy, son, 
Oct. 4, in New York. Father is au- | 
thor and composer. Mother was | 
Marian (Mickey) Herson on stage. 














Legit Critics 


Continued from page lw 





| were exchanging signals on the side- 

walk at intermission time as to 
whether a show was thumbs up or 
down, but that is doubtful, and these 
well acquainted with the critics de- 
lery any idea that there is concerted 
action on opinions. 

If there would be any radical 
changes in the drama departments 
|of the N. Y. dailies, at least three 
| critics have protected themselves by 
| going on the lecture platform. John 
| Mason Brown, Post; Burns, Mantle, 


Daily News; and John Anderson, 
| Journal-American have made suc- 
'cessful lecture tours and could 


specialize in that endeavor. How- 
lever, New York’s first string re- 
viewers are all capable newspaper- 
men. 


On the dais were Frank Walker, 
postmaster general; Kate Smith, 
newspaper’ publishers, educators, 
prominent citizenry as well as the 
galaxy of notables from stage, screen 
and radio, 


The day of premiere was launched 


| Knute Rockne Preem 


| Continued from page 8 








ranged the eastern talent, as wel] as 
sciling F. D. R. Jr. The Hollywood 
beys, George Schaefer, Bill Rice and 
Irving Rubine, who had been the 
fcur-week advance guard of the pil. 
grimage, did a corking job. 





WB's ‘Rockne’ Buildings in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 8. 
WB tied in here with Notre Dame 
Club of Pittsburgh for midnight 
premiere Thursday (11) of ‘Knute 
Rockne.’ Al Diebold, Jr., chairman- 
ing the event .nd peddling ducats at 
advanced prices, with club's share of 
the proceeds going to establish 
couple of scholarships to Notre Dame 
for deserving Pittsburghers. 


In addition, Joe Feldman, Warner 
advertising chief, has been corralling 
a flock of advance publicity for pic. 
ture by screening it separately for 
sports editors, critics, local univer. 
sity football teams, the Pittsburgh 
pro squad and Jock Sutherland's 
Brooklyn Dodgers. Boys have been 
liberal with their space and film has 
knocked down gobs of free columns. 


The columnar deluge continued 
over past weekend when town’s three 
crix, Karl Krug of Sun-Tele, Kaspar 
Monahan, of Press, and Harold W. 
Cohen, of Post-Gazette, travelled to 
South Bend for preem of ‘Rockne,’ 
accompanied by Feldman. 





Reply to Paine 


to which Mr. Paine constantly ob- 
jects. Mr. Paine nowhere gives his 
own estimates of what ASCAP is de- 
manding. He attempts to cast doubt 
upon the accuracy of the broadcast- 
ers’ figures by pointing out that the 
industry’s estimates have increased 
since they were first amnounced. 
There is a logical explanation of this 
increase. Vanriery on April 3, 1940, 
estimated that the cost of an ASCAP 
license for 1941, on the basis pro- 
posed by ASCAP, would be $8,750,- 
000. This estimate was made before 
the definitive form of the contract 
was issued, and it assumed that a 

















with a luncheon given visitors by 
Mayor and Mrs. Jesse Pavey at the} 
South Bend Country Club, followed 
| by screening of the film to the play- 


ers in the Notre Dame college \thea- | 


|tre, with some 2,200 students view- 
ing it with them. 

Then Kate Smith, in her show 
|over CBS, included a dramatic bit 
| Reagan and Page participating 
| their respective roles. She repeated | 
the stint again for the west coast | 
| broadcast at 11 in’ the evening. Miss | 
|Smith brought on some of her staff 
|and musicians from New York and | 
| was also given the services of the! 
| Notre Dame glee club and band for 
the show. 

Personal Appearance Trek 

Then started the personal appear- | 
ance trek. It covered four theatres | 
| where the picture was premiering, 
| State, Colfax, Granada and Palace, 
| with combined seating of 10,000, plus | 
some 25,000 people who lined the! 
| streets in front of the Granada and | 
|Palace, where a bridge had been| 


| 





|from the film, with O’Brien, Crisp, | 


IN | estimate. 


| lower percentage would apply to sta- 
tions with incomes up to $250,000. 
When the contracts were issued, the 
|lower percentage applied only to 
| stations with incomes up to $150,000. 
| The proposed contract as issued also 
| levies a tax on line-charges, certain 
|talent costs and on other items 
which have hitherto been exempt, 
and these items all tend to raise the 
Both on Variety's esti- 
mate and on the basis of calculations 
by the broadcasting industry, the fig- 
ure which ASCAP is demanding is 
in excess of $9,000,000. If these esti- 
mates are incorrect it would be in- 
teresting to have Mr. Paine give us 
ASCAP’s authoritative figure as to 
what it calculates the new contracts 
would produce on the basis of 1939, 
1940 and estimated 1941 income. 
BMI IS INDUSTRY-WIDE 
Mr, Paine also infers that BMI is 
dominated by the networks. This is 
not the case. BMI, unlike ASCAP, 
has no self-perpetuating board. All 
of its stockholders have equal voting 


The straight play entrants have/erected across the street to enable|POWer, and the networks own less 
not come off so well with the critics. | the players to go from one theatre | than 18% of the stock of BMI. 
Mrs. Tea Little, 36, wife of the} Trio of new ones have arrived, none | to the other. 


getting the nod, although ‘Johnny 
| Belinda’ 


| notice. ‘Jupiter Laughs,’ which 


| A show was put on with talent | 


| together. Hope did the m.c. job;! 


Mr. Paine in his letter says, ‘The 
looseness of Mr. Miller’s statements 


(Belasco) drew one good | that one sees only once in a lifetime | is illustrated by the fact that in his 


recent Variety article he stated that 


stopped at the Biltmore after a brief Rudy Vallee, who came on from New | the income of the radio industry for 


stay, drew an adverse press, man- 
|}agement blaming its failure upon 


| York, sang, Ruggles cut up, Franklin | 


|D Roosevelt, Jr., who would make a 





1939 was $112,000,000, whereas in fact 
the gross business of the ‘radio in- 


Arthur M. Swanstrom, 52, died of ;/that. ‘Journey to Jerusalem,’ which | stage or screen personality, clowned dustry was $171,000,000 and the net 
a stroke in White Plains, N. Y., Oct. | lighted the National Saturday (5),|and lauded Rockne. Show ended up| income from sale of time on the air 


4. He was an author, composer and 
| producer. 
Details in legit section. 
i — 
Mother, 72, of Nick Lucas, vaude 
|and radio singer, died Oct. 3 in 
| Belleville, N. J. In addition to Lucas, 





|she is survived by three other sons favored, however, first being the re-| ment that was clean, wholesome, im- 


|and a daughter. 





Morris J. Rosenbloom, 34, theatre 
|contractor and formerly interested 
jin the Yalé and Dakota, South St. 
Louis nabes, died in the Jewish hos- 
pital, St. Louis. Widow and two 
children survive. 


Edith Piaf, Trenet May 


Tour No.-So. America 


Paris, Oct. 8. 

Edith Piaf, eclipsing Lucienne 
Boyer as a sock cafe attraction, had 
her South American tour cancelled 
but may have the commitment 
picked up as conditions ease. 

Charles Trenet, songwriter-enter- 
tainer, erroneously reported a war 
casualty, is another who may soon 
be able to go to America on a Wil- 
liam Morris booking deal, 











was in the position to get press 
| plaudits, but the notices were too 
|mild to indicate a success. All three 
| are serious plays and that type of 


show will be hazardous this season, | 


according to indications. 
| Two other straight shows were 


| vival of ‘Kind Lady,’ which is faring 
|well at the Playhouse. The other 
was the repeat date of ‘Time of Your 
Life,’ Guild. With one exception, 
| ‘Life’ originally drew good notices, 
!but upon reappearance the William 
|Seroyan work got fresh mention of 
tl®& rave variety. The main dissenter 
was Walter Winchell (Mirror) and 
he continues to take pot shots at the 
play every now and then. 

That ‘Life’“drew the critics’ prize 
was attributed to two reviewers who 
led the van in hailing Saroyan, but 
|they had nothing to do about the 
|p!ay also winning the Pulitzer award. 
Anyhow, the Saroyan bubble burst 
recently when three of his plays 
tried out in summer theatres and 
were rated duds. Author had been 
talking plenty, starting from the time 
he rejected the Pulitzer prize money 
($1,000), but recently he has been 
very quiet. 





with a mass football team formation | 


going through maneuvers, including | 
an emulation of the stunts of the 
famous Four Horsemen, 

If ever Hollywood was able to! 
ishow the town that is the home of 
the ‘Legion of Decency’ entertain- 


| pressive and educational, this was it. 

There was a Grand Ball, too, at 
which Ruggles split the m.c. tasks 
with Vallee, a natural in a dancehall. 
Vallee has a new one in his p.a. stint, 
introducing his father, Charles Al- 
phonse Vallee, retired druggist of 
Bangor, Maine. 

Early Saturday morning it was 
more autographing, visiting St. 
Mary’s college, where some 400 girl 
students and nuns played hostesses 
;to the folks, after which a trek to 
the Rockne Memorial stadium for 
the Notre Dame-College of Pacific 
game and radio greetings between 
the halves over Mutual immediately 
| following the World Series broadcast. 
And then to the depot and for home. 

It was a perfect stunt for the War- 
ner group. Charlie Einfeld and hi- 
staff missed nothing from the selling 
erd. The radio tieups were perfect 
ard cost nothing. Bob Taplinger ar- 











was in excess of $129,000,000.’ 

I again refer persons who are in- 
terested in the facts to the FCC table 
of July 23, 1940, as printed in 
VarigTY in its issue of July 24, 1940. 
These are the authoritative figures 
on the broadcasting industry’s in- 
come for 1939. In this table there are 
three consecutive items: 


GRAND TOTAL TIME 
US ere $129,468,026 
Deduct commissions 
to agencies, etc.... 
NET REVENUE 
FROM SALE OF 
WEEE 44505544096 112,062,612 


In other words, Mr. Paine quotes 
as ‘net income’ the figures which the 
FCC calls ‘GRAND TOTAL TIME 
SALES,’ and disregards, in his ef- 
fort to label me inaccurate, the Com- 
mission’s own statement of ‘NET 
REVENUE FROM SALE OF TIME’ 
which I quote. As Mr. Paine chooses 
to select this instance as the out- 
standing example of the ‘looseness’ 
of my statements, I can only say that 
I am glad to accept Mr. Paine’s test 
of comparative veracity. 

Neville Miller, President, 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
BROADCASTERS. 


17,405,414 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





A Credit for Willson 
Hollywood. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

iy rereading a back issue of 
variety (Aug. 14) I have noticed a 
story on Page One in which you do 
an unwitting injustice to a very fine 
musician, Meredith Willson. In your 
story of Charles Chaplin’s ‘The Great 
Dictator,’ you state: ‘Chaplin wrote 
much of the score and is now not 
only directing the orchestra which is 
recording it, but is playing some of 
the music himself.’ 

As a matter of faet, Willson, who 
js a well-known radio and symphonic 
composer and conductor, not only is 
given credit by Chaplin for writing 
about 50% of the original music, but 
did all the scoring, hired the orches- 
tras (not one but four different or- 
chestral groups) and conducted them 
himself for all the recording. 

Chaplin worked daily with Willson 
on the melodic themes a 1d remained 
in the recording studios throughout 
the recording, discussing with Will- 
son all changes as they went along 


and making many suggestions, but, of | 


course, played no instrument him- 
self nor wielded the baton at any 
stage. The picture will carry a full 
credit card for Willson as music di- 
rector. He is mentioned nowhere in 
your story, which seems a regrettable 
slight. 
Coy Williams. 


It’s Book-a-Week Club 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

We notice a report in Variety that 
we are placing some five minute 
spots for Book-of-the-Month Club. 
This is obviously a confusion. We 
are placing some ‘business for Book- 
a-Week Club. The Book-of-the- 
Month Club is not a client of ours. 

Very truly yours, 
Herman C. Morris, 
President, H. C. Morris Agency. 


Clarifying CKCA 


Kenora, Ont. 
Editor, Variety: 


| takes and again, as in many stations, 
| due to listening to high-flown, high- 
| pressure assertions that just don’t 
| ‘jell’ in practice. I know this station 
‘will not be a world beater. It will 
be a sound, dependable station and 
| it will serve its territory fully and 
|completely. It is being operated for 
| the benefit of this community and 
it is doing that job thoroughly. Any- 
/one that wants to get advertising 
|into this territory, will find that 
|CKCA alone can do that job. We 
‘know the geological conditions here 
‘and for that reason we are not talk- 
_ing through our hats. The ‘advisors’ 
|did not know the conditions here. 
| Just as I would not tell you how to 
run a newspaper or a radio station 
in Chicago or New York or Peoria 
|sO any person assuming to know this 
‘region by ‘remote control’ has an- 
‘other guess coming. 
Gerald F. Bourke 
Manager, CKCA, 


Against Maligning Actors 
East Islip, N. Y. 
Editor, VARIETY; 

There are many, no doubt, who 
take exception to a line delivered by 
|a very good comedian, one who is 
leven being lauded by other comics, 
active and retired. Yes, and by come- 
|'dians who have made the world 
laugh, and know a humorist when 
they hear one do his stuff. The 
distasteful remark in question was 
to the effect that he (the radio gag- 
ster) dragged a piece of liver on the 
end of a long string up Broadway 
and that a hundred actors followed 
it while sniffing. Meaning, of course, 
that the actors were hungry, 

Anything said about an actor cre- 
ates laughter by the radio listeners 
and certainly gives a bad impression 
and degrades the theatrical profes- 
sion, which was built up by artists 
who displayed their extraordinary 
talents before the world at large, 
and which made it possible for man- 
agers to build palatial theatres from 
Maine to California, and that takes 
in those on the other side of the 








In an issue some weeks ago you | 
carried a news story. regarding | 
CKCA in Kenora under the date line, | 
Winnipeg. I would appreciate your | 
correcting the impression given 
about the station. 

At no time was CKCA owned by 


Starratt Airways or Gray’s Hotel. | 


The station was owned by a company 
formed in Ontario which Mr. Star- 
ratt was the president of and Mr. 
Gray was asked to act as local direc- 
tor. The Hon, Peter Heenan was not 
even on the list of share holders but 
as Member of Parliament he is very 
naturally interested in the station. 

I am one of the few who knows the 
exact extent of his interest and I can 
assure you that the suggestion that 
he was ‘filling in’ is pure nonsense. I 
organized and opened the station ac- 
cording to instructions given to me 
and in conformity with the original 
plans which were, however, not car- 
ried out. There was not a particle 
of mystery about it. The unfortunate 
part is that if I were to give you the 
facts which would explain the entire 
sequence of events, they would not 
reflect upon the station at all but 
rather show that a lot of bad and 
incorrect advice was given to the 
directors by people who should have 
known better. 

I was let out as a sequenc that 
advice. The other two men were 
brought in to carry out the policies 
laid down by the advisors. There is 
no need to give you a detailed ex- 
planation of what happened beyond 
to say that the advice was bad and 
proved so. A good, loyal and ef- 
ficient staff was disbanded and I 
know where everyone of them is 
placed; as a result of the mistake 
made last fall, I was recalled to the 
job in June, Apparently, some dis- 
sruntled person gave the informa- 
tion which you published, but let me 
tell you that their statement of facts 
is very far short of the truth. What 
was wrong, was the fault of people 


within the business who could not | 


perform the wonders they promised. 
Since my return and the reorganiza- 
tion of the station, the Board of 
Trade and the Trades and Labour 
Council have officially endorsed and 
Supported the station, every organi- 
zation in the district is giving it solid 
Support and more than 800 local resi- 
dents are financially supporting the 
Station. Local advertising has in- 
creased. The listening 
which had been lost, has now re- 
turned and we are providing at least 
85% coverage in this territory. We 
are sending out a better signal and 
we have the complete confidence of 
the people. 

There has never been any mystery 
about CKCA, There have been, as 
Is the case in many stations, bad mis- 


. | 
audience | 


Atlantic Ocean. 

Like overall laborers who made 
the automobile possible, artists of 
the stage helped the manager. I 


|say these words about managers for 
| the good reason they, too, should re- 


sent slanderings toward the people 
| of the stage. This being so, why the 
ridiculing of stage artists who have 


thanks for their heart-breaking ef- 
forts? 

The same as all human beings, the 
stage artists feed off those that pre- 
ceded them in the profession, like a 
mother teaching her child how to 
walk. The last man to poke fun 
at those of-his own calling should 
be the ones who are on top, and not 
|betray his unfaithfulness and in- 
gratitude. 


George Felix. 





Squarer for AGVA 
| Oakland, Cal. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

They say it takes a man to say he 
is wrong and to come out in the 
open with it. Well, here goes: 

As you know, some time ago I 
wrote you in regard to the AGVA 
and Ripley’s at Treasure Island, 
Calif. Happy to say we had several 
of the officials call and we all went 
over our questions and everything 
came out in fine shape. This is only 
|fair to Mr. Mack Bybee, Mgr., and 
| his personnel, and Mr, Frank Zam- 
bruno. 

May I say this in closing, Believe 
It or Not! We opened the show 
| May 25, 1940, 11 am. Dick Ward, 
Asst Mgr., and we closed the show 
Sept. 29, 1940, 2:15 am. Jack Ford— 
and we did so with a heavy heart 
and tears in our eyes, for many 
things went through our minds in 
that few minutes. We surely ap- 
preciated Mr. Zambruno’s gift as we 
passed out of the office—a real gift. 
This goes for all of us. 

Thanking you for your interest, 
also the future. 

Clarence L. Rivers. 
(Hotel Woodward.) 


Bad Radio Diction 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Now that news-commentators are 
attracting such widespread interest 
on the radio networks, permit me to 
'call attention to the fact that many 
of these gentlemen might well in- 
|quire about the correct manner of 
'pronouncing English names _ of 
| people and places. Raymond Gram 


'Swing, Gabriel Heatter and a few! be converted into offices for the) 


others are of course not included in 
| this criticism. 
| Show people who have appeared 


‘professionally in London must be/| tional Theatre of Japan and house it | 


bewildered when newscommenta- 


lived and died with little or no| 


tors refer to London’s Bow Street as 
‘Bough’ instead of ‘Bo,’ and who call 
Leicester Square ‘Lie-est-or’ instead 
of ‘Lester.’ Day after day, and night 
after night, an unintended bit of 
‘humor’ is introduced into the tragic 
accounts of German bombings when 
American speakers mispronounce 
English words. 

I firmly believe that the radio is a 
means of education, as well as of 


entertainment, but it would seem 
that certain news-commentators 
should educate themselves before 


being placed in positions where they 
are supposed to educate us! Perhaps 


and senators and congressmen can 
get away with not only murdering 
‘The King’s English’ but also ‘the 
President’s English,’ they can do 
likewise! Tuning-in on both the Re- 
publican and Democratic Conven- 
tions, our ears were assailed with 
all sorts of dialectics and mispronun- 
ciations, including the constantly re- 
peated phrases ‘Ladies and Gemmen’ 
and ‘My fellow Amurricans.’ 
Harold Seton. 


ZIVIC TRIPS ARMSTRONG 
FOR WELTER CROWN 


By JACK PULASKI 
Henry Armstrong, the little col- 








formerly packed dynamite in his 
fists, and who once was feather- 
weight, lightweight and _ welter- 
weight champion _ simultaneously, 
was all but knocked out by Fritzi 
Zivic of Pittsburgh Friday (4) night 
at Madison Square Garden. Contest 
was a sensatidnal sugprise, Arm- 
strong going into the ring a one to 
four favorite. He fell flat on his face 
from a right to the chin as the bell 
rang ending the 15-round battle, and 
it was then announced that Zivic 
won the welter crown. 

The one-time Coast wonder got 
what he has been giving opponents 
for the past three years. It is pos- 
sible that Armstrong will be in the 
retired class before long. Zivic is 
one of five fighting brothers, but the 
first to win a crown. He is accurate 
in punching and can take it. 


Jolson’s Interest 





|not go on indefinitely, because the 
pace with which he fights is always 
| terrific. Boy has been the meal ticket 


strong’s contract with the backing of 
Al Jolson. 
Armstrong’s earnings, but recently 
there was some differences between 
the manager and Jolson. Mead 
phoned Jolson on the day of the con- 
test, saying the financial end would 
be straightened out the following 
day. He also said Henry was in bet- 
ter condition than he had been for a 
year. That appears to have been in- 
correct, for it was known that the 


opponent, 

However, that wasn’t important 
against Zivic. Colored boy’s eyes 
were cut and puffed and during the 
last four rounds he was virtually 
blind. Proving that Armstrong has 








although he 
wallops. 
Last Round Decided 


It was the last round that really 
determined the winner 
Donovan, referee, had it all even up 
to the _ point. Some 
counted 10 rounds in favor of Arm- 


received 


least eight of the first 11 rounds. 
There were sessions when the Coast 
| kid hit Zivic 10 for one and on ac- 
tual points he was far in the van. 
Then the Pittsburgher realized that 
‘perpetual motion’ was not hurting 
him. Fritzi started to 
Henry with hooks and uppercuts that 
finally had Armstrong on the skids. 
|For a lad without any particular 





| claim to fistic fame, Zivic was a 

revelation. 

Armstrong was never knocked 

| down before around New York and 
was rated as invincible among little 

|men. When he hit the deck it was 

| from fatigue: rather than a punch 


from Zivic, but Donovan said later 
it was a blow that sent him to the 
canvas. A few insiders cashed in by 
taking the short end. 

No fights at the Garden until Nov. 
1, arena being now occupied by the 
Rodeo. 





THEATRE’S CAREER ENDS 
Tokyo, Sept. 8. 

| The Imperial theatre, pride of 

| Tokyo, will end its 30-year career to 





| Cabinet Information Bureau. 
The theatre’s end came just as it 
had been decided to organize a Na- 


in the Imperial. 


they believe that if many governors | 


ored scrapper from Los Angeles, who | 


It was figured that Armstrong could | 


for Eddie Mead, who bought Arm- | 


Star has participated in | 


boy hurt his foot in a recent scrap | 
in Washington, when he kayoed his | 


gone back, Zivic was hardly marked, | 
hundreds of | 


Arthur | 
ringsiders | 


strong and it looked like he won at | 


stand off | 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 








Villanova—Florida 

The ’Gators of Florida are rising in 
the football ranking, but Villanova, 
_under ‘Clipper’ Smith, is loaded with 
| high calibre material. A victory for 
the North. 

Manhattan—Boston U. 
| Herb Kopf’s Jaspers are a scrappy 
aggregation. They were upset by 
George Washington last week but 
should bounce back for a decision 
over the Bean City boys. 
Brown—Colgate 


tor with the graduation of John 
McLaughry. Colgate is much better 
than its score against Cornell would 
indicate, and so should get back in 
the win column led by Geyer. 
Harvard—Michigan 
Harvard's front wall was depleted 
by the diploma method. The Crim- 
son is stepping out of its class against 
Tommy Harmon and Co. Should be 
a lopsided victory for the Wolverines. 
Holy Cross—Carnegie Tech 
The favorite here, Holy Cross, 
showed nothing while losing to 
L.S.U. Tech is untested as yet, but 
from all reports has a strong first 
‘team with no reserves to speak of. 


The Brown Bear lost a major fac- | 


| wagonful of talented balltoters. The 
only edge in this setup must go to the 
Ohio State forward wall, and that 
gives the Buckeyes the honors. 
Nebraska—Indiana 

Indiana’s only hope is wrapped 
around Al Hirsh. But the aggressive 
Cornhuskers of Nebraska should 
stop his passing game. 

Notre Dame—Georgia Tech 

If a major upset is to be looked for, 
| here’s the perfect spot for it. Tech 
has a strong crew that will go places 
if it hurdles the Irish. But we’ll stick 
| with Notre Dame. 
Michigan State—Purdue 
| Here are two evenly matched 
teams, with Purdue having a better 
jrunning game while State is more 
| proficient in the air. Playing at East 
Lansing, it’s the underdog, Michigan 
State, who should win. 
| Illinois—U. S. C. 
| Winois is good but cannot match 
‘the superior manpower of the Tro- 
jans. U.S. C. starts to roll. 

Ilowa—Wisconsin 

| Wisconsin was impressive in 
' swamping Marquette, but Iowa, with- 
/out Nile Kinnick, is well balanced 
and well coached. Dr. Eddie Ander- 





~ Probable Football Winners 


(And Proper Odds) 





GAME 
V0, rrr 
CI s,s s'e'e th na cees ees 
Harvard-Michigan ....... 
Holy Cross-Carnegie Tech ........ 
Pennsylvania-Yale ............... 
pe SS , eee eee ee 
Army-Cornell 
WOPGMMNKR IONE 65 cc icc cece caves 
De es SEER i visas waxesw sar 
Pittsburgh-S. M. U. ........... 
Dartmouth-Columbia ............ 
|f Boston College-Temple ........... 





Nebraska-Indiana a5 
Notre Dame-Georgia Tech ... 
Michigan State-Purdue .... 
ee eee 
Iowa-Wisconsin 
Arkansas-Baylor 


North Carolina-T. C. U. 


U. €. & A-vems A. & M........ 
TOEAE-ORIBMOMED 6... ecccsccces 
California-Wash, State . 
Stanford-Santa Clara 
Washington-Oregon 
Georgia-Mississippi 





Manhattan-Boston U. ............. 


Northwestern-Ohio State ......... 


Auburn-Mississippi State ......... 


i MEME ow, u wuls s yatv as. € 8 vace Ws 


WINNER ODDS 
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Paced by George Muha, 
Tech should win. 
Pennsylvania—yYale 
Yale is a total loss. Penn is well 
| manned at all positions and should 
start its Ivy League season by blast- 
| ing the Bulldogs out of the Stadium. 
Princeton—Navy 
The Annapolis talent is below par 
and has a tough season with no real 
| prospects for a major victory. The 
| Tiger running game was nil against 
| Vanderbilt but should perk up to 
sink the Navy. 
Army—Cornell 
These Cadets have no bright fu- 
ture. They're facing one of the na- 
tion’s greatest squads and it might 
be a maiter of just keeping the score 
down to a respectable size. 
Fordham—Tulane 


Carnegie 





The Ram will take to the air and 
| hand Tulane its third defeat. 
N.Y.U.—Syracuse 


The Violets were upset by Lafay- 
ette and played sloppy ball. Syra- 
cuse, snowed under by Northwest- 
ern, is not as bad as it looked against 
the midwestern power. The Orange 
should rebound to get the nod over 


the New Yorkers. 
Pittsburgh—S.M.U. 

Pitt was on the upgrade in turning 
back Missouri. Its opponents are 
one of the finest groups of mole- 
skinners in the land. S.M.U. will 
razzle-dazzle its way to a solid vic- 
tory. 

Dartmouth—Columbia 

Dartmouth’s defeat by Franklin and 
Marshall doesn’t tell the whole story, 
as F & M is really loaded and could 
defeat many big-league 
Playing at Hanover, the Dartmouth 
Indians, however, don’t seem to have 
| quite enough for the Lions. 

Boston College—Temple 
This picture is all B.C., as the 
| Eagles are headed for national hon- 
lors. Their versatile attack should 
| have no trouble. 

Northwestern—Ohio State 
Here are two strong squads and a 





schools. | 


' son pulls one out of the hat by lead- 
ing his boys to a victory. 
Arkansas—Bay lor 
Arkansas is a weak sister while 
Baylor is the dark horse of the 
Southwest Conference. The Baylor 
Bears get under way with a victory. 
Auburn—Mississippi State 
Here’s a tossup, with both teams 
having many virtues. But the Au- 
burn backs can do more things, and 


that gives them the edge. 
North Carolina—T. C. U. 
North Carolina has only a passing 
attack that so far has proven inept. 


Texas Christian is on the way back 
to fame and fortune and should de- 
feat the Tarheels. 

Rice—L. S. U. 

Neither is going any place in their 
respective conference races. On its 
aerial game Louisiana State gets a 
slight edge. 

U. C. L. A—Texas A. and M. 

The Texas Aggies will commence 
to stampede their way to a top spot 
in the national ranking by getting a 
decisive victory over the Uclans. 

Texas—Oklahoma 

Sparked by Jack Crain, the Texas 
Longhorns will stay on the right side 
of the road. 

Wash. State—California 

Washington State is stronger than 
usual, but lifted by its victory over 
St. Mary’s, the California Bears have 
| enough to come home in front. 
Stanford—Santa Clara 
A close game, but Santa Clara gets 
ithe edge because Stanford has not 
yet absorbed its new offense. 

Washington—Oregon 

Washington Huskies open their 
drive for the conference crown by 
putting Oregon to rout as McAdams 
makes headlines. 

Georgia—Mississippi 

Here’s an even-stephen game, with 
the Georgia sophomores rated high. 
The experience of Ol’ Miss should be 
the deciding factor in a hard-fought 
'game as Georgia goes down to de- 
feat 
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IF A GIRL ‘NANTS 
LOTS OF DATES 
SOFT, SMOOTH SKINS / 
IMPOKSANT ! 
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SO YOU CAN'T START 
TOO YOUNG TO TAKE 
GOOD CARE OF YOUR 
COMPLEXION 





| ALWAYS USE LUX SOAP § 

ITS ACTIVE LATHER IS A [ 
WONDERFUL HELP IN 

| KEEPING MY SKIN NICE 












SHE’S A SWEETHEART—with her bright smile 
and fresh, rose-petal skin! And wise—be- 
cause she knows even smooth, young com- 
plexions need thorough, gentle care. 


Take Hollywood’s beauty tip! Use Lux 
Toilet Soap regularly. 9 out of 10 screen fn 
stars do! ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS a ae 
with this fine soap are a wonderful aid é 
in keeping skin lovely. 


Here’s all you do: Pat the rich Lux 
Toilet Soap lather inte your skin, rinse 
with warm water—then a dash of cool 
—and pat lightly to dry. Try this gen- 
tle beauty care for 30 days. You'll find 
it really works! 
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in Universal's A 


Spring Parade” 


Now Showing Locally 








